
Ice brings Channel Tunnel to halt 


By Un Jenkins 


BRITAIN slithered into the . 
new year today in the grip of a 
freeze which has left many 
roads impassable, daimed 
several lives and devastated 
, sporting fixtures. Forecasters 
expect the cold snap to cootin? 
ue into the weekend. 

Temperatures are not. ex¬ 
pected to rise above a maxi-, 
mum of OC (32F) today. Most 
areas wifi be consufexabty 
odder with the wind-dull- - 
factor adding to- die bleak 
outlook. 

A London Weather Centre 
spokeswoman said: “We are 
likely to see it very odd with : 
same snow, a few flakes for a. - 
lot of peoplera&er than huge 
fells." 

As revdlers saw in the new; 
year last night, tonperatnres 
were expected to fe& to,-IOC ••• 
(14E) in. the Scottish highlands 1 
and glens and parts of Not- . 
tingfcunshire, and-BQflBF)® *' 
pans of the country, 
snow was already lyfog; .* • - ■ 

Worst hit were Kent; J&ejt, 
Anglia, Essex and the east:.-, 
coast from- the Wash-to Scot- ••' ■ 
land, where between oito and 
four indies -of.snow fdL The . • 



“My resolution is to 
Jutve the cheating on 
. Higher this year*. 


weathercoSWesaidyesterday - 
the lowest overnight tempera¬ 
ture had been -7C (19F) in 
Church ; : '.'Xawford.: 

WariMcb^^|_Wr - 

heenbfarnetfas ifie mcKtbkdy 
capse of tihedeptrical faflhre ' 
which jeft a feurosfar train 
andits469passengers strand¬ 
ed .for more[than two hours'll 
mflfis inside the Channel Tore 





Frosty’s return: the head ol a snowman-kept frozen 
since last winter was found a new bodvyestaday by 
Lzzkee and Jacob Monen of Keighley, West Yorkshire 
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From James Pringle in hong kong 


A HONG KONG newspaper 
with dose ties to the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Antiy 
(PLA) reported yesterday that 
China’s senior leader, Deng 
Xiaoping, was serio usly iS 
and reedving emergency 
treatment in Peking. 

Sing Tao. which publishes a 
weekly supplement from lib¬ 
eration Daily, the PLA news¬ 
paper in China, said that.. 
Dene. 92. was in xniHfary 
hospital 301 in the west of the 
capital. There was no official 
confirmnation of the report, 
though PekingV vice mayor 
Zhang Raifa- who knows - 
Deng, said last week that the 
ageing senior leader was in 
good health. : ’• ■ 

Deng, who was last seen m 


Mic in February 199L when 


said that he would like to visit 
Hong Kong to witness Britain 
handing back the territory to 
China in June this year. That 
looks increasinglyunlikely. 

Deng'S health has long 
been a matter of speculation, 
Mid there have been a safes of 
alarms in the past that were 
reflected in the stock markets 
of Hotm Kobe and Shanghai 
— tins mne, though, foe news 
had little impact on share 
. prices. - 

The latest reports come as 
state-run China CeatralTele- 
• vision nreoar es tn broadcast a 


12-part series cm the life of 
Deng. who. was .purged by 
Mao three times, but each 
time returned! from the wilder¬ 
ness.. >fewspapere Hon B 
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nd en route to France on 
Monday night Engineers 
bdfeve ice on the train melted 
in the heated tunnel, causing 
an electrical feult The train 
broke down where one tunnel 
is shut because of the damage 
caused by foe two months 


The Prince of Wales and 
Prince Harry were diverted 
from RAF Maiham to 
. Stansted for their flight to 
Westers - and their annual 
doing holiday. 

In the. Channel Islands, 
which experienced its first 
heavy fell of stow in nine 
years, 100 passengers were 
stranded when tiiree flights to 
Britain from Jersey were 
cancelled. 

. The effects on the Continent 

have been fermore severe and 
news agencies put the death 
toll at 180. In Italy, where 
yemoeiagoonhas frozen over, 
three peoplehave died. A 
arcus hippo died in Udine of 
bronchial pneumonia. 

In Germany, where tem¬ 
peratures dropped to -ISC (5F) 
and four people have died in 
the past reek. 16 fllega] immi¬ 
grants, mainly from Bangla¬ 
desh, gave themselves up in 
ibe eastern, temm ofWDdau. 

tn Britain, the death of 
Charles Howard, 57. a 
farmworker who collapsed 
and died while digging his car 
-out of the snow at 
Baddingham. Suffolk, was at¬ 
tributed to the weather. 

Two dimbers were blown 
off a ridge in Snowdonia. One 
sufferedhead injuries when he 
fell 60 feet and his companion 
sustained severe bruising. 
Theywere airlifted tohospitaL 



Children with sledges climb to the top of the slope at a park in Scarborough 


In North Yorkshire, council 
officials recruited more than 
100 extra drivers from farms 
and haulage companies to 
assist their own staff clearing 
roads of snow. 

The A66 from Scotch Corner 
to Penrith was dosed, as was 
the eastbound M62 between 
Howden and North Cave. The 
Ml was down to me or two 


lanes in the Midlands and the 
North. So were the M2 and 
M2D in parts of Kem. 

Motoring organisations re¬ 
ported that patrol cars had 
dealt with about 20 per cent 
more calls than normal and 
warned motorists in the worst- 
hit areas not to travel unless 
the journey was essential. 

A traditional race across the 


Stamp thief eluded security 
search at Wilson’s No 10 


HAROLD WILSON, always 
hounded by fears of dark 
conspiracies against him, was 
betrayed by one of his staff 
who “looked common, possi¬ 
bly from the gardener class”. 

Government documents 
from 1966, released today, 
disclose that the Prime Minis- 
ter’s staff spent the spring of 
1966 tiying to unravel who. 
among the Downing St staff, 
might be selling collectable 
Rhodesian stamps from Mr 
Wilsoms correspondence. 

Envelopes bearing the 

stamps had acquired a rarity 
value as they had been de¬ 
clared illegal by the Paymas¬ 
ter General following 
Rhodesia's unilateral declara¬ 
tion of independence. The 
letters, addressed to Wilson, 
were turning up at the stamp 
dealer Stanley Gibbons and 
Wilson, wanted to know how. 
It was not so much a case of 


MRgfcwsr-'a 


By Adrian Lee 

stamping out Downing St 
leaks as of leaking out 
Downing St stamps. 

The whodunnit began when 
a man. claiming to be from the 
Wilson household, walked 
into the Stanley Gibbons office 
in the Strand and sold eight 
envelopes bearing Rhodesian 
stamps —- face value’2s 6d 
(12*2p) each — for £2. Wilson's 
security chief. Group Captain 
MED Williams, was detailed 
to sniff out the culprit 

The description, provided 
by the buyers, was a starting 

point Clean-shaven and of 

medium build, the suspect 
wore a hat buL not glasses. He 
was 5ft 6in tafl. aged about 45, 
and "looked common, possi¬ 
bly from the gardener class”. 

That "could apply to many 
members of the staff of Num¬ 
ber 10." Group Captain Wil¬ 
liams sniffed in his nine-page 
report In all, 82 staff—from 
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cleaner to Private Secretary — 
were interrogated, in the 
spring of 1966. The ministerial 
told Church appointments sec¬ 
tion came under scrutiny and 
the head of the post depart¬ 
ment offered to sign an affida¬ 
vit saying she was not the 
thief. 

Explaining his decision to 
question high-ranking offici¬ 
als, Group Captain Williams 
said: “Equity requires that the 
finger erf suspicion should at 
least be pointed in that direc¬ 
tion as well as at the civil 
servants who work here." 

The rogue philatelist was 
never found. 

As months passed it became 
dear that staff at numbers II 
and 12 also had access to 
Wilson's mail. So did police 
officers. Group Captain Wi¬ 
liams. and the report's co¬ 
author. S.C. Firman, head of 
security at the Treasury, real¬ 
ised that the net was becoming 
too wide. In May 1966. the 
search was abandoned. 

After the affair. Downing 
Street actually considered de¬ 
stroying all foreign stamps to 
avoid a repeat There was even 
a suggestion that No 10 should 
follow the thiefs lead and sell 
stamps to raise revenue: The 
idea brought the snappy re¬ 
sponse from the prime minis¬ 
ter's office: “We are not 
philatelists. We are a govern¬ 
ment department dealing with 
correspondence.” 


Peking fears, page 9 ! One ofthebaimedenvdopesffiflthad gained a rarity value 


1966 papers, page 5 


fee on the Fens was aban¬ 
doned because conditions on 
the washes at Welney, Cambs, 
were too dangerous. 

An estimated quarter of a 
million football fans will be 
disappointed by postponed fix¬ 
tures today. 

Forecast, page 20 
Winter break, page 21 


Markets end the 
year on a high 

Shares and the pound ended 
the year in London at a record 
high. 

The FT-SE 100 index of 
leading shares rose 28 points 
to dose at 4J1&5. a new 
dosing high and a rise of 11.7 
, per cent on the year. 

The pound’s Bank of Eng¬ 
land trade-weighted index 
rose OS to dose at 96.1, a rise 
on the year of 15j6 per 

cent-Page 40 

Stock market, page 34 

Frinton wows the 
Germans again 

The music hail artist Freddie 
Frinton, who found brief 
feme as Thora Hird's hus¬ 
band in the 1960s television 
series Meet The Wife, is now a 
cult hero to generations of 
Germans. 

For millions of German 
television viewers New Year's 
Eve is not complete without 
watching Frinton in Dinner 
For One. an obscure comedy 
routine filmed more than 
three decades ago Plage 3 

Israel haggles 
over Hebron deal 

Israel was still haggling with 
the Palestine Liberation Org¬ 
anisation over prisoner re¬ 
leases and target dates for 
future West Bank handovers, 
after agreeing on terms for its 
withdrawal from most of 
Hebron. 

Binyamin Netanyahu, the 
Israeli Prime Minister, has 
postponed his proposed 
summit with Yassir 
Arafat--Page 6 
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Outrage over 
deal to make 
film about 
killer West 


By Bill Frost 


A LEADING production com¬ 
pany is planning to make a 
film of the life of the serial 
killer Frederick West using 
material from ihe Cromwell 
Street murder inquiry. 

Peter Harris, the Official 
Solicitor, said yesterday that 
he has entered into an option 
agreement contract with the 
Poriman Entertainment 
Group. The deal gives the 
London company non-docu¬ 
mentary film, television, video 
and ancillary rights to archive 
material from the family 
estate. 

Mr Harris was appointed 
by the courts to look after the 
interests of the Wests* yuun- 
gesi children. He has the 
responsibility of maximising 
the financial return on the 
estate, which included the sale 
of the former family home at 
25 Cromwell Street. 

The project has outraged 
many of those touched by the 
mass murder. The West fam¬ 
ily is divided and the people of 
Gloucester are furious that the 
world is to be reminded of 
their city's darkest side. 

The Rt Rev David Bentley, 
the Bishop of Gloucester, 
said: “I deplore the news. The 
relatives of the victims have 
suffered quite enough from 
publicity and considerable 
media exposure and so have 
the family of the Wests and, 
indeed, the whole city of 
Gloucester.” 

Doug West, the killer’s 
brother, said the prospect of a 
film was “sick“. He added: "1 
reckon they should leave it 
alone and let everybody forget 
about it 

“The relatives of the victims 
have had enough, I have had 
enough. I was hoping to have 
a good new year and put all 
this behind me. Now it will all 
come up again." 

Much of the material was 


derived from the lengthy 
inquiry which led to builder 
West being charged with 12 
counts of murder. He hanged 
himself on New Year's Day 
J995 while awaiting trial. His 
wife. Rosemary, was later 
convicted on ien murder 
counts and is now serving life 
imprisonment. 

No details were given about 
the financial aspects of the 
deal. But the option cuntraci is 
believed to be in four figures. 
A large cash boost can be 
expected for the estate if a film 
is finally in troduction. 

Terry Haines, the Mayor of 
Gloucester, also cricrised the 
prefect. “It is a case of people 
seeing an opportunity to make 
money. 1 don’t think a film 
about Fred West can be justi¬ 
fied on any moral grounds." 

Douglas French, the Tory 
MP for Gloucester, said:“This 
is another sordid example of 
commercial exploitation of 
tragic events which the resi¬ 
dents of Gloucester would 
prefer to forget The showing 
of any film will be deeply 
painful for relatives of victims. 

“I intend to urge the Lord 
Chancellor to revise the duties 
of the Official Solicitor to 
ensure that any future com¬ 
mercial exploitation is not 
allowed to take priority over 
common human decency.” 

The Portman Entertain¬ 
ment Group has a successful 
track record — their forthcom¬ 
ing production of Daphne Du 
MaurierV Rebecca for Carlton 
Television has been described 
by critics who have seen the 
preview as a triumph. Other 
ventures have included An 
Awfully Big Adventure . star¬ 
ring Hugh Grant, and first 
British distribution rights for 
the Australian soap Home 
and Away. 

Michael Gove, page 14 
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Labour casts Major as general in the dirty war 


mmm 

Winning: abortion claim 
threatens bipartisanship 


By Pinup Webster 
political editor 

FRESH evidence that this year's 
election campaign will be the dirti¬ 
est on record emerged last night as 
Labour pledged to puncture John 
Major's “nice guy" image and the 
Conservatives strained the long¬ 
standing political truce over 
abortion. 

Labour will this weekend launch 
an offensive to target the Prime 
Minister as the man behind what 
the Conservatives privately admit 
will be the most expensive negative 
advertising campaign in Britain. 
Only days before the campaign is 
unveiled, senior Labour sources 
said they intended to demolish the 
pretence that Mr Major was some¬ 
how removed from the fray and not 
responsible for actions done in the 
name of Conservative Central 
Office. 

In a taste of the banie ahead, a 


Labour strategist said: “John Major 
is an out-and-out hypocrite. He likes 
to give off tlie image of nice, honest 
John. But he personally sanctioned 
the demon eyes adverts attacking 
Tony Blair, he accused John Pres¬ 
cott of not being able to understand 
long words and it was his speech in 
1992 that conjured up the phrase 
about a Nightmare on Kirinock 
Street. 

“He got away with it in 1992. We 
aim to ensure that he does not this 
year. At every opportunity we will 
point out that if the Tories play 
dirty, John Major will have ap¬ 
proved it." 

The Labour move is a pre-emptive 
strike against the multimUlion- 
pound publicity campaign aimed at 
Mr Blair and Labours taxation and 
spending plans that has been drawn 
up by Lord Saatchi, Sir Tim Bell 
and Lord Chadlington. the Tories' 
advertising chiefs, and approved by 
the Cabinet before Christmas. But 


the Conservatives last night saw it 
as recognition by Labour that Mr 
Major will be one of his party's 
leading assets in the election. 

Labour sources said: "We know 
that we have to stop him from 
distancing himself from the dirty 
work done by his front men. Brian 
Mawhinney and Michael 
Heseltine. He is at the heart of the 
campaigning. We do not believe 
that he is dragged along reluct¬ 
antly. 

“After the negative campaigning 
gets into full swing, we fully expect 
Mr Major on past form to use an 
interview to try to distance himself 
from it and to say that this is all 
Tory party campaigning. He will try 
to keep his hands dean. But they 
will not be. Major will have sanc¬ 
tioned everything."' 

Relations between the parties on 
the eve of election year were bitter 
yesterday when the Conservatives 
appeared to associate themselves 


with renewed criticisms of Labour's 
abortion stance from the leader of 
Scotland's Catholics. Cardinal 
Thomas Winning suggested that 
Labour was pro-abortion and 
claimed that Labour MPs and 
candidates opposed to abortion 
were forced to suppress their views 
for Fear of losing their trade union 
sponsorship, provoking indignant 
denials from the party leadership.' 

Clare Short, the Shadow Over¬ 
seas Development minister, said the 
cardinal was wrong and “out of 
order". John Reid, the Scottish 
Catholic Labour MP, said he was on 
a “dangerous slope". The new attack 
provoked strong irritation in the 
Labour leadership after the decision 
of a new anti-abortion movement 
the Pro-Life Alliance, to move into 
the ejection arena and to fight 50 
seats. 

The alliance, boosted by Sunday's 
attack on abortion tty Cardinal Basil 
Hume, the Archbishop of Westmin¬ 


ster. will launch its manifesto in 
London at the end of January. But 
Car dinal Winning's intervention 
also caused a breach in the tradi¬ 
tionally bipartisan approach on 
abortion. It is not treated as a party 
issue because of the. strong differ- 
ences on conscience grounds within 
all parties. 

However, Conservative sources 
accused Labour of hypocrisy on the 
issue Mid pointed out that Emfly's 
Last — a pressure group which aims 
to get more women elected as 
Labour MPs and which is organised 
by Barbara Fallen; the candidate at 
Stevenage — insisted that candi¬ 
dates had to be pro-choice on 
abortion. 

Tory sources said: "This is a 
classic example of the pressure put 
on Labour MPs to become 
pro-choice. It is true that a lot of 
trade unions pui pressure on candi¬ 
dates to give pro-choice statements 
before they are selected. But with 


Emily's list there is a blatant clause 
which says you have to be 
pro-choice before you get their 
support" Labour saidthat Emily's 
List was independent of.the party. It 
warned the Conservatives to trad 
carefully over abortion, which many 
of their MPs supported. 

The cardinal told BBC Radio 4 's 
Today programme that Labour's 
attitude was perceived as strongly 
pro-abortion. "What I would like to 
see is the Labour Party saying, in 
. public that anyone who is pro-life 
and always has been has every 
much a right to promote those views 
• within the Labour Party as someone 
- who has pro-abortion tendencies. 

“I have had too many Labour 
MPs tell of the pressures they are 
under to go along with the party line 
and if they didn't, they would lose 
their sponsorship from the trade 
unions — 1 can vouch for that. There 
is great pressure on them to be 
pro-abortion." 


Governor’s call 
gives heart to 
Eurosceptics 

By Philip Webster, political editor 


THE Governor of the Bank of 
England has heartened lead¬ 
ing Conservative Eurosceptics 
by emphasising the need for 
"rigorous" checks to ensure 
that European Union coun¬ 
tries do not fudge the condi¬ 
tions for entering a single 
currency. 

Eddie George has insisted 
that ihe EU must be sure that 
the convergence between indi¬ 
vidual countries' economics 
that is required for a single 
currency must be shown to be 
lasting and not short-term. 

In a letter to the prominent 
sceptic William Cash. Mr 
George set out a number of 
statements from the European 
Monetary Institute, on which 
he serves as a council mem¬ 
ber. warning that fudges must 
be avoided and that one-off 
measures to cut government 
deficits should not be seen as 
ensuring a lasting achieve¬ 
ment of the terms. 

Mr George's words come 
amid attempts by a substan¬ 
tial number of Cabinet minis¬ 
ters to force from Kenneth 
Clarke more details of how the 
British Government would 
judge whether other countries 
had fulfilled the criteria. 

An attempt by the Chancel¬ 
lor to dose down the issue 
with a Cabinet paper suggest¬ 
ing ihat judgments could not 
be made until 1998 failed two 
weeks ago when ministers 
such as Michael Howard. 
Gillian Shephard. Stephen 
Durreli and Viscount Cran- 
bome called for more infor¬ 
mation and were backed by 
the Prime Minister. 

In his letter Mr George said 
that that in addition to 
dicussions at the EMI he and 
Bank colleagues had consis¬ 
tently argued Ihe case for a 
thorough assessemnt of the 


"sustainability of conver¬ 
gence". He quoted from a 
speech to the CBI in which he 
doubted whether the DEU's 
architects had envisaged “the 
present hectic dash for the 
line” or that some of the 
runners “might be tempted to 
take artificial stimulants in 
order to get there". 

Mr George said the state¬ 
ments showed the importance 
he attached to a “rigorous 
assessment of the degree of 
sustainable convergence" and 
would continue to argue the 
case. 

Mr Cash said he had writ¬ 
ten to Mr George to determine 
the Bank's line on fudging. He 
said: “l have more faith in 
what the Bank would do than 
iheTreasury and I am encour¬ 
aged by the firmness of his 
views. Fudging is happening 
and the Cabinet must not be 
taken in by the attempts by the 
Treasury and Kenneth Clarke 
ro pretend that it is a one-off 
occurrence." 

The simmering tensions 
among Tory MPs on Europe 
were again on view yesterday 
when another Eurosceptic Te¬ 
resa Gorman accused the 
Government of “rigging" a 
parliamentary debate over 
Europe. She said ministers 
had used “devious devices" to 
ensure that only 
pro-European MPs spoke in 
the Commons debate. 

During the two-day debate. 
52 speakers supported the 
European Union, while only 
13 opposed further integra¬ 
tion. But the figures could not 
be taken at face value. Mrs 
Gorman said. "The debate 
was rigged by the simple 
device of loading the Govern¬ 
ment benches with former 
ministers and Privy Counsel¬ 
lors." she said. 
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Alan Savage with his father’s La Sevillana rose 

Quirky rose brings rare 
colour to winter scene 


GARDENING experts are 
baffled by a rose which failed 
to bloom in the summer but 
has flowered in the middle of 
winter. 

The La Sevillana rose is 
currently displaying vivid red 
flowers in a public garden in 
the chilly climes of East 
Cramiington in Northumber¬ 
land. 

Alan Savage, co-ordinator 
of Project 2000 which has 
planted the garden to mark 
the millennium, said: “I have 
never heard of anything like 
this happening before. The 
flowers are really fresh and 
bright red. it looks very 
strange and beautiful against 
the background of snow. 

“Ji started flowering about 
two weeks ago to the astonish¬ 
ment of everyone living near 
by. It has become quite an 
attraction. There are two flow¬ 
ers that have fully bloomed 
and lots of rosebuds that are 
just starting to open. This 


By Paul Wilkinson 

bush is obviously oblivious to 
the fact that it should be lying 
dormant at the moment It has 
been the most lovely surprise. 
The local children go along 
and stare at it, they have never 
seen anything like it and 
neither have I. 

“I don’t know why this has 
happened. The rose has sur¬ 
vived winds, freezing tempera¬ 
tures. torrential rain, hail, 
sleet and snow, no one could 
have credited La Sevillana 
would make such a late ap¬ 
pearance. It is just one of those 
marvellous quirks of narure. [r 
is a remarkable thing and the 
crowning glory of a garden 
that was created through a lot 
of hard work from volun¬ 
teers.” 

The garden covers what was 
once an acre of wasteland and 
contains more than a thou¬ 
sand varieties of rare plants 
and trees. Peter Surridge. a 
gardening expert, said: “Roses 
look and smell lovely and 


delicate but they are in fact 
very hardy and a few of them 
do bloom quite late in the year. 
However it has been a very 
chilly December and for this 
bush ro burst into flower now 
it must be a particularly tough 
specimen." 

Trevor Simms, an adviser at 
the Royal Horticultural Soci¬ 
ety at Wisley, said: “I suspect it 
is flowers hanging on from the 
summer, but if it is not, then it 
is something really unusual. 
They must wait and see if it 
does it again next winter. If it 
does then they will certainly 
have something special." 

Arthur Widdas. chairman 
of the rose group on the 
Northern Horticultural Soci¬ 
ety. based at Harlow Can- 
Gardens in Harrogate. North 
Yorkshire, said: “I have heard 
of the variety, but I don't know 
much about it and I have 
certainly never heard of a rose 
coming into bloom in the 
middle of winter." 


Goldsmith 
organiser 
quits ‘party 
of nothing’ 

By Philip Webster 
POLITICAL EDITOR 

THE Referendum Party suf¬ 
fered an embarrassing blow 
yesterday when one of its paid 
officials quit and poured scorn 
on Sir James Goldsmith's 
claim that it had widespread 
support. John Bostock. a for¬ 
mer Tory party agent, con¬ 
tended that Sir James had a 
maximum 15,000 supporters 
in the United Kingdom and 
that his party was “run by 
amateurs." 

Trailing vitriol as he left his 
£24,000 job as a regional 
campaign manager, he an¬ 
nounced that he was defecting 
to the rival UK Independence 
Party. The Referendum Party 
accused him of acting put of 
bitterness because of his diffi¬ 
culties in recruiting candi¬ 
dates in the Northwest region 
for which he was responsible. 

Mr Bostock said the party 
was disorganised and did not 
have a single supporter in 
some seats. He also cast doubt 
on its ability to field candi¬ 
dates in every constituency at 
the election where a sitting 
MP fails to support a referen¬ 
dum on Europe.The whole 
thing is a nonsense. It is just‘d 
complete and utter fallacy." he 
said. 

“Fifteen thousand people is 
a drop in the ocean. It is a 
nothing party — and if it had 
been members, it would have 
been a lot less. The average 
Conservative party associ¬ 
ation has about 1,000 
members." 

Mr Bostock left his post as a 
Conservative agent for Black¬ 
pool in the summer in opposi¬ 
tion to the Tories’ European 
policy. He is to stand as the 
Independence Party’s candiate 
in Preston. A spokesman for 
the UKJP said: “We are very 
pleased that Mr Bostock has 
derided to join us." 

Mr Bostock accused Sir 
James of “backtracking" on 
his original suggested referen¬ 
dum question — whether Brit¬ 
ain should be governed from 
Westminster or Brussels. The 
Referendum Party leader now 
prefers a "multi-optional" 
plebiscite accommodating a 
diversity of views’. 

“They say they will be in a 
position to put a candidate in 
every seat at ihe next election. 
That is absolute rubbish. They 
wont manage that at all. They 
haven't got the candidates or 
the organisation to support 
candidates. There are quite a 
few candidates that have 
dropped out as a result" 

A Referendum Party i 
spokesman. Priti Patel, said 
Mr Bostock had managed to 
recruit five new candidates in 
the north west and was “dear¬ 
ly slightly bitter". She added: - 
“We didn’t lose him. We had 
an additional team in place 
and then he went. We have 
replaced him with a very 
strong regional team. We have 
got a lot of support and a lot of 
interest in the North West" 
There were 48 party candi¬ 
dates ready in the 71 seats in 
the region, she added. 


Carey urges society 
to protect the weak 

The Archbishop of Canterbury called on society to make an 
“uncompromising commitment to protect the weak and 
vulnerable", in a new year address today. Dr George Carey 
also recalled the Dunblane tragedy and other crimes against 
children and adults, in his remarits broadcast five minutes 
after midnight on BBCL 

Dr Carey said: “There will be many who will be deeply 
thankful that 1996 has ended. For those of us who love 
children, 1996 will forever speak of Dunblane. None of us 
knows what 1997 will bring. Nationally, we shall be facing a 
general election. Individually, aB kinds of challenges lie 
ahead and many uncertainties." 

Dr Carey said that he remembered the L400th anniver¬ 
sary of Augustine — the first Archbishop of Canterbury in 
S97—as he looked at the paintings in die Chapel at Lambeth 
Palace but he also drew attention to the modern pictures “to 
remind us that the Church today is for all people of every 
race and continent". The images show outstretched hands 
praying. Dr Carey said: “Hands lifted in prayer must result 
in hands .reaching oid to all people with the love of God" 

Scott inquest adjourned 

A post-mortem examination had failed to establish the cause 
of death of die jazz musician and club owner Ronnie Scott, 
an inquest was told yesterday. The 69-yearold tenor 
saxophonist was found dead in his Chelsea fiat in central 
London two days before Christmas. Peter King, his business 
partner, in a statement read to the Westminster Coroner’s 
Court in central London, said Mr Scott had suffered from 
depression and had contemplated suicide in 1966. “He had 
had problems with his teeth and this had made it difficult for 
him to play his instruments.’"Paul Knapman. the Coroner, 
adjourned the hearing until February 5 for further inquiries. 

Actors threaten pay fight 

Theatres coidd he dosed-throughout the-ctiuntry in spring 
because of a campaign by the actors' union Equity to win a 
minimum pay rate of £250 aweek. The union said actors had 
been subsidising the theatre for years by .accepting tow 
wages but were now feeling “frustrated and angry". Scores 
of regional theatres, although not those in London's West 
End could be hit by the campaign. “For too long too higi a 
priority and too many resources have been invested in short¬ 
term and over-expensive marketing strategies and over¬ 
elaborate sets at the expense of cast sizes and actors’ 
salaries," said Ian McGarry, Equity general secretary. 
f ' 

Knife ban becomes law 

A measure designed to keep knives out of the hands of 
youngsters comes into effect today. Section 6 of the Offensive 
Weapons Act 1996 mil make it an offence to sell to anyone 
under 16 a knife, knife blade, razor blade, axe or any article 
which has a blade or is sharply pointed and which is made 
or adapted to cause injury. The offence will be punishable by 
up to six months’ imprisonment Folding pocket knives with 
a cutting edge hot exceeding 3in and cartridge-head razfl r 
blades wfli be exempted from the sales baa From 
September, it became a c rimin al offence to cany a knife on 
school premises, with a maximum penalty of two years* jafl. 

Tory call over OAPs 

The Conservative MP Terry Dicks yesterday urged the Gov¬ 
ernment to replace the present cold-weather payments 1 sys¬ 
tem with extra payments to all old-age pensioners of £10-to 
£15-a-week throughout November, December. January and 
February. He said he supported Labour's campaign to ease 
the criteria fortriggering cold-weather payments but thatfre 
wanted to go much further. Mr Dicks, MP for Hayes and 
Harlington, said the money could be raised fry ending 
payments to “scroungers" who cam e to Britain, dosing 
down the National Heritage Department, and reducing 
funds for overseas aid and the anti-Aids campaign. ■’ 

Third time unlueky 

Janine Marshall, a clerk with one of the country's biggest 
insurance firms, will have to put in an unusual daint after 
her car was hit three times in one morning whfle-parked 
outside her borne in Stockport Cheshire. The first colfision 
came as she was watching morning television. WhBesfte 
was telephoning the insurance. -company to tell, diem, 
another car slid on the black ice and ran into hers. As she 
comforted the woman driver of that car, a third hit the now 
badly crumpled Font Fiesta. She said: “The trouble is. I 
don’t know If the worst damage was done in die first second, 
or third bump." 


Duke tells Labour of his empathy with common mail 


By Kathryn Knight 

THE DUKE of Bucdeuch yesterday 
responded to Labour Party criticism 
that he was out of touch by claiming 
ihat he knew a thing or two about the 
common man. 

The Duke. Britain's largest private 
landowner, said his career as an 
“ordinary seaman" and his regular 
dialogue with the many hundreds of 
workers employed on his Scottish 
estate meant that he had seen a good 
deal of life. 

The Duke was among a number of 
hereditary peers criticised in a report 
published earlier this week by Labour. 
The analysis is designed to justify the 
party’s intention to strip Tory peers of 
their voting rights. The Shadow Home 
Affairs spokesman Jack Straw said the 
Duke owed his title to the fact that 
Tone of huuaoceszors was the bastard 


son of Charles 11." He asked how such 
a powerful landowner could re present 
the views of ordinary people. Yester¬ 
day. the Duke, whose title is derived 
from the Duke of Monmouth. Charles 
I I s son by Lucy Waters, responded by 
suggesting that Mr Straw was 
“mesmerised" by acres and said his 
varied experiences meant he could 
teach the Labour MP a thing or two. 
Speaking on BBC Radio 4’s World at 
One, he said: “As for the common 
man. 1 could tell Jack Straw a thing or 
two about life with a capital L, because 
1 served as an ordinary seaman on the 
deck of a destroyer in wartime and 
saw a good deal of life there." he said, 
“I also stood and served as a 
member of parliament for North 
Edinburgh for 13 years, fighting five 
ejections and living and working in 
the countryside. We have something 
like 1.000 people involved in our 


estates at all levels. And 1 think that I 
get on with them and know their 
backgrounds probably better than he 
pack Straw) is ever likely to discover." 

Asked how he would justify the 
voting rights of hereditary peers, the 
Duke said he would like to return to 
the Scottish system pre-1963 when 
Scottish representative peers were 
elected by their fellow members. 

“England and Wales and Scotland 
should now all consider the idea of 
having representative pe e r s , so that 
you didn't do away with the hereditary 
peerage completely." he said. 

“But you got a very good young 
blood coming in. which you do with 
true hereditary peers. Whereas ap- 

S tinted peers tend to be sometimes a 
l of a waste paper basket from the 
House of Commons." 

He said the best justification was 
made by a robust Labour -peeress 



some years ago after Harold Wilson 

candidates to the House of Lord&Sbe 
had said: “Is it realty so much better 
that peers should be appoinied-by 
Harold Wilson than by the 
Almighty?" ... 

The Duke added that 95 per cent of 
the acres on his estate had a value .. 
similar to thespace occupied by a” 

waste paper basket lira City office.' • 

Following publication of his analy¬ 
sis, Mr Straw, wbo attended Brent- v 
wood School in Essex /and Leeds 
University, was also aitidsed yesterv ' 
day for his derogatoiy use of the tom . 
“bastard”. Gerald Hartap^ director of. 
the Freedom Association, a right-wing ; 
pressure- group, said Mr .Straws. 
comment was shamful. “ Childre n ^ 
from non-fcradinonai famiEes wffl lxr ; 
devastatecTby this calculated insider^ 

■ he raid. ; '■C? 
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^^gforgotlcaimisichall. 
Mtist Freddie Frinton, who 
£nef feme as Thors 
hikes husband in the 1960s 
television series Meet The 
” r v®» ts new a cult hero to... 
generations of Germans. 

Millions of German tele-: 
vision viewers do not believe 
their New Year's .Eve cdebr*- 
txms are complete without' 
Etching on to see Friiuon 
perform in. Dinner For Ohe, ' : 
m obscure comedy routine 
“lined more than three de¬ 
cades ago in irfack and white. 

The sketch, filmed in 'Hanj- * 
burg by the NDR J broadcasi- r 
ing station in 1963, shows. 
B ui ton and his stage siddridk 
May Warden play out one of 
their variety set pieces, famil¬ 
iar to music hall audiences, as .! 
the long-suffering butler to a 
deluded 90-year-old dowager. . 

It has become so bigrauied 
in German popular culture 
that it has been shown on 
television every New Years _• 
Eve for the past 33 years. 
German sodologlstsearnestly ; 
delate its agrriffcarice. It ert- - 
joys its own entry in the 
German Guinness Book of ' 
Records and .enthusiasts li ke .. 
to hold Dinner For One 
parties — they watch the . 
video, eat mulligatawny soup,. 
North Sea shefinsh and roast 
chicken like the characters. . 

Gertrud Erbach, a German 
librarian who lives in London, 
said: “People like to watch ft 
two or three times' on New 
Year's Eve because the local 
stations show ft at different, 
times. It is a cult miKh ffketfae^ 
Rocky Horror Picture Show. 
Pfeople know exactly what is ■ 
going to happen, they know: 
the words and can anticipate 
the jokes. Ills soro«Kng that. 
everybody knows." 

This year a dedicated viewer ■ 
with access to both cable and. '• 
satellite TV could hay?/., 
watched ft sa times between- - 
7pm and lam. itwasscreened - 
on. six regional idevisicaistar- 
tions of toe third' television■“ 
channel. Germany^ equzva- 
lent to<3ianrtel 4. More 
7-6 million Germans sawfhe 
grainy-black and wfafte.prigb; 
nal last year rod evm more. ; 
were expected. to have 
switched on last night.. The • 


.: Bv Russell Jenkins 

skdeh isstill shown undubbed 
and without sub-tiiksL 
jGnoe a favourite at end-of- 
pier- shows, Binton plays a 
loog-sufferiog butter serving 
lus mistress. Miss Sophie, at 
her. ~90th birthday dinner. 
Ptetees are set for old military 
type*. Sir. Toby, Admiral yon' 
Schoddqr, Mr Pomnnarpy and 
Mr.. Wmlerbottom. - all of 
Whom are tong since dead. 

^ To k eep the charade alive, 
Trinton has, to keep circling 
the taWe as be acts lhepart of 
.each guestdrinkingatoastto. 
i MisS Sophie’s health at the 
rod. of each. course.. FHntan;: 



Frmton made Ms mane 
playing stage drunks 

wfapmade Kfr name as at 
drunk, becomes 
.■inebriated.- Every., time, 
walks around- the table he 
trips pp an a tigor rug in a 
parexly of tbe music hall 
artist's pratfall... 

Atev«y stage, Frintoxi .asks 
plaintively vritether he has to 
. go through the same proce- 
- dtHeeveryyear; Inareply that 
. raises .instant-.recognition. . 
,thro»^lOTt^G«niiazv» :Miss ;: 
'SophieInsists: *The. same 
.procedure as every year.'* .•• 
T^e;piftfe ftn^Sat^xhal-, 
itmumdo that may: have 
.^tu^ggled^.to. appear risqufi 
even to an audience brought 
,up cm Max Miller sketches. 
When .it;’-cctmcs to Miss 


Sophie's bedtime, she holds 
but her arms to her butler in 
an invitation to bewhisked off 
’. tothe dowager's bedroom. She 
insists that the butler per¬ 
forms the “same procedure as 
every year” whereupon James 
replies wearily: “Ill do my 
_• very best" 

for much of his career 
. Frinton" scratched a living on 
the variety circuit. His most 
. wdJ known character was as a 
' drunk. His catchphrase “good 
evening ossifcr" was heard 
. from Blackpool to summer 
season at Eournemooih. 

. FrinttaCson of a Grimsby 
ffsherman, went on to achieve 
fame in Meet The Wife. 
Frinton^ lugubrious features 
- perfectly matched the hen¬ 
pecked character but the series 
came to an end in 1968 when 
he died from a heart attack. 

Same years earKer he had 
been spotted by German tek- 
vision executives from Ham¬ 
burg when he was performing 
for seaside audiences in Black¬ 
pool In 1963 ftznton travelled 
to Germany to appear on a 
television chat show along 
with die familiar tiger rug 
from Dinner For One. How¬ 
ever, he always refused to film 
foe show in German because, 
ft is rumoured, he didn't like 
Germans. One television exec¬ 
utive told BBC Radio 4*5 
Tbday programme: “The more 
often you watch it, the funnier 
ft gets, ft is typically British 
black humour.” 

However, two years ago a 
Munich-based newspaper 
suggested that Fan ton had 
dime more for Anglo-German 
relations than the footballer 
Jurgen Klinsmann. 

fteriups foe biggest compli¬ 
ment to the show came during 
the first reading of the federal 
budget in Germany this year. 
Ingrid Matthaus-Maier. the 
Goman Social Democratic 
Jfaity^fritot tench spokesper¬ 
son on ..public, finances, 
dropped into English to accuse 
Thieo Waigei, the Bonn finance 
minister* of adopting the 
“same, procedure as every 
year" to run up a huge budget 
deficit The reference brought 
the house down. 

Leading-article, page 15 
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Sammy the seal, during its unusual river visit to Teddington yesterday morning 


TWO rowers spotted a seal 
lolling on a bank of the 
Thames just upstream of 
Teddington yesterday morn¬ 
ing (Nick NuttaV writes). 

Crispin Jessop, one of the 
oarsmen, and a keen amateur 
photographer, said: “We were 
paddling into Trowiock Is¬ 
land, about half a mOe up¬ 
stream of Teddington Loot, 
after rowing to Hampton 
Court and back. The wind 
drill factor made it about-12C. 
Suddenly, here was this seal. 

“We hare seen great-crested 
grebes and quite a few herons. 
But I have never seen a seal 
upstream,” Mr Jessop, 49. a 
salesman, said. The seal 
which has been named Sam- 


Seal makes 
tripup 
the Thames 

my. must have travelled 50 
miles up the Thames. 

Mr Jessop's friend Gerry 
Spring urged him to dash 
back to his home in Twicken¬ 
ham to fetch a camera. He 
had the fleeting chance of 
capturing the seal for posteri¬ 
ty before she turned over on 
her side, and plopped back 
into the river. “ We wondered 
whether we should contact foe 
RSPCA,” said Mr Jessop.He 


believes the animal must have 
negotiated a salmon ladder to 
have got beyond Teddington 
Lode 

The Environment Agency’s 
Thames region office said: 
“We received a call from a 
pub saying they had seen a 
scaL I suppose we wondered 
if they had started foe new 
year festivities early. But we 
do get reports of about one 
seal a year." 

The agency said it did not 
intervene In such cases. “The 
river is basically tidal at this 
point and there is a good 
supply of fish. The seal will 
probably make its way back 
down foe river under its own 
steam." 


Police seek 
children in 
£180 taxi 
ride home 

By A Staff Reporter 

POLICE are trying to trace 
two children who apparently 
set off together on a mysteri¬ 
ous 400-mile round trip by 
train and taxi with at least 
£180 in cash. 

Officers in Liverpool were 
alerted on Monday night after 
a len-year-old girl and six- 
year-old boy arrived at the 
city's Lime Street Station on a 
Train from London. A ticket 
collector noticed that their 
tickets were valid only to 
Luton. Bedfordshire, hut 
when he challenged them, 
they ran off into foe dty. 

After media appeals yester¬ 
day. the wife of a Liverpool 
taxi driver contacted police to 
confirm that her husband had 
driven foe children back to 
Luton an Monday night. The 
girl was able to pay the driver 
the fare, believed to be about 
£180, in cash. The children 
were of Mediterranean ap¬ 
pearance and spoke with for¬ 
eign accents. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Phil Barr said: “The children 
got into a taxi in Lime Street 
and asked to be taken to 
London. The driver said he 
could nor da foar but took 
them to the taxi office. 

“The girl rang her mother 
from a phone box there and 
put her on to foe taxi driver. 
The mother confirmed that he 
should drive them home and 
that her daughter had enough 
money to pay the fare. 

"When they got there the 
children asked to be dropped 
in Luton rather than at a 
specific address, and the girl 
paid the taxi driver. We are 
satisfied that it is the same two 
children and that they are now 
in Luton. 

“But we are unable to trace 
who they are, and we have 
spoken to our colleagues in 
Bedfordshire constabulary to 
try to ascertain who they are 
and that they have returned to 
their mother. 

“It is a bizarre story, but 
they are ail foe facts we have. 
We still don’t know why they 
travelled all the way to Liver¬ 
pool or why they had all that 
money with them in the first 
place." 

A Liverpool police spokes¬ 
woman said: “It might just be 
that they were meant to get off 
at Luton but missed their stop 
and for some reason had 
enough money for foe taxi." 


What’s in 
a name for 
newborn 
Cassius? 

By Joanna Bale 

BY naming their newborn 
son Cassius, after christening 
his elder brother Columbus, 
Lady Helen Taylor and her 
art dealer husband Tim have 
reestablished a tradition of 
exotic royal names. 

Cassius, who is twenty-sixth 
in line to foe throne; may have 
been named after foe Roman 
who led the conspiracy 
against Julius Caesar. 
Another, less notorious Cas¬ 
sius. is the boxer M uhamxnad 
AIL who changed his named 
from Cassius Clay. 

Mandy Allwood, the 
woman who lost eight babies 
after becoming pregnant on 
fertility drugs last year, also 
named one of them Cassius. 
The origin of the name is 
unclear but it could come 
from the Latin cossus, mean¬ 
ing “hollow" or "empty". 

Whatever their reason for 
choosing the name, the Tay¬ 
lors were keeping it quiet 
yesterday. A Buckingham 
Palace spokeswoman said she 
had “no idea" what had 
inspired them. 

Cassius's brother Colum¬ 
bus, from the Latin columba 
meaning pigeon or dove, app¬ 
ears to have been named after 
a 6fo-century Scottish saint, St 
Columba. or the 15th-century 
Italian explorer. Christopher 
Columbus, although there 
were rumours foal it was the 
former name of foe Taylors' 
favourite Knightsbridge res¬ 
taurant in their courting days. 

Other unusual royal names 
indude Princess Anne's 
daughter Zara. Princess Alex¬ 
andra's daughter Marina 
Mowatt chose Zenouska for 
her daughter. 

The Duke and Duchess of 
York's daughters Beatrice 
and Eugenie were named 
after Queen Victoria's youn¬ 
gest child and her daughter. 

In the 13th century, Edward 
I named a daughter 
Berengaria, while in more 
recent times George III 
named four of his 15 children 
Auguste or Augustus — two 
as their middle names. He 
also had a son called 
Adolphus and another 
Octavius. 

Royal watcher. Margaret 
Holder, said: “With a com¬ 
mon surname like Taylor, you 
need an unusual Christian 
name to stand out especially 
if you have royal blood." 


Britons 
pay £5bn 
to 


life sweet 

By Daniel McGroky 

RTTONS kept their place as 
e world's leading consumers 
chocolate and confectionery 

IfVU. ■■■iiMi ilIno 


per cent to £4.9 ______ 

nong the newer tempta- 
i, chocolate ice-cream bars 
unted for £77 million, and 
; of kingsxze bars rose 28 
xnt to £49 million. 
ie favourite seller for the 
i year in succession was 
KitKat. beating.off the. 
lenge from the Mars bar. 
Nestle in its annual 
rw of the confectionery 
ket. In the UK. 47 KitKat 
are eaten every second, 
ie sexes have their differ- 
s* men are more lptefy to 
ur Mars 'and Snickers 
, while women prefer 
t the experts dassify as 
iter" brands such as Aero 
Flake. A third erf all foe 
olate and ctmfectionery is 
i by children, whose top- 
ig brands were Milky. 
, Smarties, Milky Bar and 
ntree’s Fruit Pastilles, 
re is only limited evk 


tooth. The purchase 
ee mints has more 
mbled since 1993 — 
} they lag far behind 



LAYERS acting for the two 
British nurses accused of mur¬ 
dering an Australian col¬ 
league • in Saudi Arabia 
yesterday insisted that they 
-would.help them to receive a 
fair triaL 

_ - They issued-ah explanation 
of fhe oountry’S legal system 
after widespread reports in the 
western -media that defence 
lawyers have no. .right to 
conduct cross-examinations or 
arrange for translators. 

The firm Salah Al-Hejailan. 
based in . foe capital Riyadh, 
said foe case could display the 
merits of Saudi’s legal system 
to the outside vrorid. Tbe 
statement included details on 
how victims’ families can 
waive their right to ask for the 
death penalty in return for the 
-payment of “blood money". 

Deborah Parry, 4L from the 
Midlands, and Lucille Laucft- 
lan, 31, from Dundee are 
jointly charged with murder¬ 
ing Yvonne Gilford, 55, a 
senior theatre nurse at the 
King Fahd Military Medical 
.College, in Dhahran. 

They were arrested on De¬ 
cember 2D, nine days after 
Miss Gilford was. found 
stabbed and beaten to death, 
and are bring hdd in prison. 
If found'guilty foe two could 
be puhlidy executed However 
Ghazi Alghosafln, the Saudi 


By A Staff Reporter 

ambassador, said the death 
sentence: was not automatic 

The legal firm was appoint¬ 
ed after a visit by the British 
consul Timothy Lamb to the 
two women. 

Earlier tins week. Miss Par¬ 
ry's family expressed shock 
and surprise at her arrest. 
They described her as a dedi¬ 
cated nurse who could not 
lave committed the crime; 

Her family say that she 
suffered a succession of 
blows. Her mother Eunice 
was lolled in a boating acci¬ 
dent while on holiday in 
Norfolk. Her father John died 
several years later and then 
her teenage brother was killed 
. in a motorcycle crash. Sandra 



'insists 
innocence 


Ashbee, 40, Miss Parry’s el¬ 
dest sister, who lives in Alton, 
Hampshire, said: "It just 
doesn’t add up. There is no 
way she has done this. I will 
stake my life on ft. Life is so 
precious to her because of 
what happened to her in foe 
past" 

The lawyers stressed that 
Islamic law would ensure a 
fair trial for the couple. The 
law firm said that foe killing 
had “touched upon the feel¬ 
ings of (he Saudi community 
as the offence has been alleg¬ 
edly committed by foreigners 
who are members of the 
nursing profession which is 
generally believed to be a 
profession of mercy". 

It said suspects had "the 
right to have a fair trial This 
involves magisterial inquiry to 
be conducted by a judge, the 
right of the accused to seek 
legal assistance and to be 
assisted by a translator". 

The firm said a defence 
lawyer would speak on behalf 
of the nurses in court and 
could oondua a form of cross- 
examination. There would be 
no prosecution lawyer, oily a 
police report with the judge 
handling the rest of prosecu¬ 
tion case. Under Islamic law, 
the victim’s family could ask 
for blood money in place of 
the death penalty. 


Wheelchair ban at ‘friendly’ station 


ByPaulWajonson 

AVELLERS in wheelchairs have been 
i flat they cannot use trains at a new 
tio» hailed as disaWed-friendly when 
ipened four months ago. 
farm Station in Stockton-on-Tees cost 

ftOOO to build and incorporates the 

$t facilities for the disabled, including 
lie surfaces. and ramps. But me 
Son at ihe market town is unmanned, 
I Regional Railways says mat tor 

ujrance purposes a member of ^ staff 


uaiuaw ■ . 

i cam*- to fight when Enc. 
Kfehaxrbound pensiwffi 
lid .from his home^ in 
sft.his son T«l who lives 
from foe statical. His .son 
e detighied when the new 
I as ft meant Mum and- 
at Dad has an electric 


wheelchair and the light transport sys¬ 
tem in Sheffield means he can get from 
his borne to Sheffield station easily, then 

catrit a train to York and onto Yarm." 

But when Mr Parker. 67, tried to book 

a tideet. he was told be could not Wtoff at 

yjmn because of Ms vMlmi. Mr 

Palter was told he would have to ge( off 

at the nearest maim ed sta tion;, ? 
Partington or MidtUeshrongh - 
more than a dozen miles away — and^be 
rpi wwl. Even foe assistance of Mr 

Parker's aWcbodied son was not enough 

to lift the restriction* 

Hissonsaiet-WeesnseeYamstohm 
from the bouse, butrn t he en d Da d had to 

travel to Darlington where Age Concern 
loudly picked him up *n an adapted 
SnSusand brought him.hati.Thal fra 
S-infle round trip, which is bad enough, 
are unmanned stmwns at more 
which would mean .even 


more 


Half foe stations in Britain must be 
unmann ed, and the disabled are effect¬ 
ively banned from using them." 

A spokesman for Regional Railways 
said: “We do provide a good service for 
passengers but (his relies, for 
insurance purposes, on staff being avafl- 
AWe to provide assistance getting on and 
off foe train. When Yarm station was 
built we carefully considered facilities 
for foe disabled and these were provided 
wftha view to foe future. We are carrying 
out trials on portable ramps which can be 
carried on trains and operated by foe 
conductor to allow disabled access. The 
cost of manufacturing and fitting such 
ramps is expensive, and as a private 
company we require funding to fit them. 

“We have approached local councils in 
the hope of them paying for this facility 
but unfortunately, at tbe moment wheel- 
chair-bound passengers canot use un¬ 
manned stations." 




Perhaps you need 
some move facts: 

huuJf Flyer magazine named Membership 
Rewaxtis the Best Affinity Credit Card pro¬ 
gramme of 1996- "By a staggering majority, 
American Express comes first, wiping out all 
rivals.-'’ * Once enrolled you can enjoy a great 
range of rewards* including compfimailaxy 
Bights through a choice of eight frequent (Iyer 
programmes. You gain points with virtually 
every purchase you make on the Charge, Credit 

or Corporate Card. Them points don't expire as 

long as you're a Cardmember. Plus if you use the 
Card to boot with our partners, you gain their 
p r o gra m me pcotls as well as valuable Membership 
Rewards Rants. Any more questions? 

To find out how we cam help you 
da more, caff now: 

0800700 767 



Cards 


• Im&Fbn Je mtoijj fti r « wy HM. OrtsbijBitpfo Amm* Ejpat&nwgEaqrIjaM.Hq.qgta.ftriiriHipr.l SagPto. to&n SWUfflZ.Mn-ISBBS 


ME 



















Prince unveils plan 
to save abandoned 
giants from ruin 


THE Prince of Wales discloses 
a plan today to breathe life 
into same of the nation's 
largest and most neglected 
listed buildings by turning 
them into low-cost housing for 
local people. 

His newly formed Phoenix 
Trust will acquire sites such as 
country houses, textile mills, 
hospitals and military en¬ 
claves. then convert them For 
sale as places to live and work. 

The idea has been prompted 
by the large numbers of 
historic properties vacated by 
the Ministry of Defence and 
the NHS. Kit Martin, the 
architect and developer who 
has been a prime mover in the 
formation of the trust, said 
yesterday: 'Within a few years 
of bring vacated, many of 
these buildings have become 
derelict. Some have already 
been demolished. We cannot 
continue to allow acres of 
useable historic buildings to 
be lost." 

The Prince is president of 
the trust and will be involved 
in choosing buildings for con¬ 
version. The trust will start 
work this year, tackling four 
sites at a time, with each 
project taking about four years 
for acquisition, repair, conver¬ 
sion and sale. A typical project 
would cost up to £5 million, 
although some could be up to 
£10 million. In each case, most 
of the cost will be recouped 
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By Marcus Binney 

from sales, mostly to local 
people at competitive prices, to 
help to fond the next projects. 

Some owners have already 
made it clear that they are 
keen to sell, either freehold or 
on a long lease. A substantial 
sum of seed money, believed to 
be well into six figures, has 
been provided by the oil 
company Arco. The trust is 
also likely to seek grants from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
English Heritage and its coun¬ 
terparts in Scotland. Wales 
and Northern Ireland. 

Mr Martin said: “The Phoe¬ 
nix will be able Id tackle only a 
small proportion of the many 
fine buildings now at risk, but 
the Prince's example will en¬ 
courage others, showing these 
buildings are not useless white 
elephants but potentially some 
of the mast interesting places 
to live and work." 

The chairman of the trust is 
David Taylor, who has been 
chief executive of the Govern¬ 
ment’s regeneration agency,! 
English Partnerships. 

The Prince is known to be 
concerned about such build¬ 
ings as the Royal William 
Victualling Yard at Plymouth. 
It is the size of a small 
Georgian town and remains 
largely empty after being 
handed to Plymouth Develop¬ 
ment Corporation in 1993. 

The Ministry of Defence has 
been reluctant to provide sta- 
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The Royal Clarence Victualling buildings in Gosport 


tisties of its disposals after an 
outcry at advertisements for 
Greenwich Royal Naval 
College. 

However, lord Cranbome. 
a Defence under-secretary, 
said in 1994 that the MoD had 
“more than 700 listed build¬ 
ings, twice as many as the 
National Trust" Candidates 
for disposal indude the Royal 
Clarence Victualling at Gos¬ 
port. the former guards bar¬ 
racks at Caterham, dating 
from the 1870s, and tire Regen¬ 
cy Horseshoe barracks at 
Shoeburyness. Essex. 

The NHS is closing numer¬ 
ous specialist hospitals in list¬ 
ed buildings, including the 
Regency Royal Seabathing 
Hospital at Margate. Kent 
Ninety-eight of 121 former 
NHS mental hospitals in Eng¬ 
land are to go by 2000, 
according to a report pub¬ 
lished last year. Those empty 
or soon to be vacated include 
the Royal Earlswood Hospital 
near Red hill, Surrey, the Re¬ 
gency Asylum in Gloucester, 
the Georgian Asylum at Staf¬ 
ford. and Garlands, Carlisle. 
Mental hospitals were often 
built as showpieces of philan¬ 
thropy by county councils and 
boroughs, and were built on 
south-faring slopes in land¬ 
scaped grounds. 

Other candidates for the 
new trust will be a series of 
hospitals sold to developers 
during the 1980s boom, which 
still remain empty. Among 
these is the Regency Hospital 
at Exvale, outside Exeter, 
where English Heritage is 
carrying out repairs. 

In Scotland, more than 100 
substantial country mansions 
lie empty and decaying, many 
unroofed after the war to 
avoid paying rates. 

In Wales, a major candidate 
for the trust is Pembroke 
Doric, where numerous Re¬ 
gency buildings designed by 
Edward Holi. architect to the 
Admiralty, are vacant and in a 
state of decay. 
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Pensioner 
lay dead in 
home for 
two weeks 

Ex-servicemen living'in shel¬ 
tered housing are furious after 
a war veteran lay dead in his 
bedsit for two weeks. Hfis body 
was not discovered untilafter 
Christmas, when the-warden 
was on holiday in Spain. 

lice say Les Flemcris, 73, a 
former Royal Navy efedri- 
dan. probably died on Decem¬ 
ber 14. But his body was not 
found until December 29. 
when his sen called police 
because he could not get a 
reply ai his fathers home in 
Thetfbrd, Norfolk. 

Residents said they had seen 
no one patrolling the complex 
of 36 bedsits and one- 
- bedroomed flats since the war¬ 
den and her husband left for a 
two-tveek holiday on Christ¬ 
mas Eve. Housing 21, which 
runs the complex, said that 
Mr Demons had indicated 
that he did not need regular 
visits. _ . . 

Commando deal 

Senior officers are writing to 
ex-commandos who have left 
the Royal Marines in the past 
few years, offering them the 
chanreto rejoin without again 
undergoing the notorious 30- 
week training course. The 
7,500-strong Royal Marines 
are under strength by about 
700 men. 


Annie Nightingale at Heathrow yesterday. She brake her leg when she was mugged in Cuba on Christmas Eve HugeTS SCVCrfid 


Mugged DJ flies home for treatment 


THE Radio 1 disc jockey Annie Nightin¬ 
gale returned to Britain yesterday after 
being mugged in Cuba on Christmas 
Eve. She was taken straight from 
Heathrow to hospital for a check-up 
after the attack in Havana. 

The 54-yearoId was accompanied by a 
British nurse on the flight from Cuba, 
via Madrid. She looked tired and drawn 
as she was carried off on a stretcher and 
taken by ambulance to St Mary's 
Hospital Paddington, west London. 

Miss Nightingale broke her leg when 
a mugger snatched her bag. A compan¬ 
ion who chased the attacker suffered a 
broken collarbone. Surgeons operated 
on her the same night and a pin and 


screws were placed in her Leg just below 
the hip. She wifl probably not be able to 
walk for two months. 

A spokesman for the BBC said that 
Miss Nightingale, who became Radio l’s 
first female disc jockey in 197a was 
pleased to be home. Miss Nightingale, 
who had been in Havana to research & 
music programme, said the affair had 
been very stressful. “I am just relieved 
and delighted to be home. I broke down 
in tears on the way to the hospital 
because of the whole situation. It was 
just very difficult being treated by people 
you don’t understand. 

The language barrier was a major 
problem although I think the doctors did 


a great job." she added. Miss . Nightin¬ 
gale was being seen by a consultant at St 
Mary’s yesterday and was undergoing a 
series of X-rays. She is expected to 
remain in hospital for a! least a week. . 

Police arrested two youths in connec¬ 
tion with the attack, in which Miss 
Nightingale's bag, containing her. con¬ 
tacts book, passport money and return 
ticket, was stolen. 

A 17-year-old and 20-year-old, appre¬ 
hended at a house in central- Havana 
near the scene of the mugging, have 
been charged with robbery with violence 
and causing actual bodily harm. Both 
offences carry maximum sentence of 
right years. 


Two men with meat cleavers 
and tyiwlwll baft, attacked a 
21-year-old. man in Levens- 
hulme. Manchester, backing 
off two fingers and leaving 
him with cuts to his head, 
forearms and body. Police 
were later waiting to interview 
the victim, Christopher Hart 
Samuel, in hospital. 

Church attacker 

A,man who punched a wor¬ 
shipper and a female steward 
during early Mass at West¬ 
minster Cathedral, London, 
was ordered by a stipendiary 
magistrate to be detained at a 
mental hospital Nod Qtjon- 
nor, 29, leapt on to the altar, 
smashing a 6ft crucifix, and 
causing £10000 damage. 


How to improve your health odds in life’s unequal lottery 2&SSS? 


ERNIE BAILEY died of a sus¬ 
pected heart attack less than 
two years after winning the 
lottery jackpot. The wealth 
may have brought happiness 
but it is also said to have led to 
a life of sloth and glunony. 

Mr Bailey. 63, a former 
Birmingham factory worker, 
already had evidence of heart 
disease before he won the 
jackpot in April 1995. By the 
time he died, his weight had 
reached more than 22 stone, 
reportedly the result of his 
fondness for lager, takeaway- 
meals. and lying on the sofa 
watching videos. He is said to 


have disregarded medical ad¬ 
vice to lose weight and take ex¬ 
ercise. and to have failed in his 
attempts to give up smoking. 

Mr Bailey's comparatively 
early end may in part have 
been determined by his weight 
at birth. The poorer the 
parents’ background, the like¬ 
lier that a baby will be of low 
birth weight and the greater 
the chance that when he or she 
reaches middle age. cardio¬ 
vascular disease wfil occur. 

Diet in childhood and early 
life is also related to social 
background. It takes time, as 
well as money — both of which 
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Medical briefing 
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may be in short supply in 
working-dass homes—to pre¬ 
pare the type of food recom¬ 
mended by dieticians as likely 
to keep the weight down and 
blood cholesterol low. Further¬ 
more, when Mr Bailey was 
bom. childhood infections 
were much more common in 
poor households than today. 


It is over-simplistic to daim. 
as is commonly done, that 
dass differences in life ex¬ 
pectancy can just be attributed 
to workers over-indulging in 
beer, cigarettes and fried food, 
not eating enough vegetables, 
and taking insufficient exer¬ 
cise. But with lung cancer and 
heart disease the most impor¬ 


tant killers in late middle age, 
faulty diet and lack of exercise 
must contribute to the differ¬ 
ence in mortality. 

Mr Bailey's obesity, with his 
consumption of convenience 
food and large quantities of 
beer would have made h likely 
that one day an atheromatous 
fatty plaque would rupture in 
a coronary artery and block it 
so that his heart musde would 
suffer fatal injury. 

We are bom unequal, yet 
the odds in life’s race can be al¬ 
tered. Mr Bailey’s chances of 
reaching old age would have 
been improved by not smok¬ 


ing; half an hour's daily brisk 
walk; and a slimming diet —. 
in particular, keeping the fat 
consumed down to 30 per cent 
of energy intake, and a high 
intake of anti-axidaiits — yita- 
mins C and E, betacarotene 
and folic add. His regular 
visits to the pub would not 
have damaged those chances 
if he had no more than a 
couple of pints of beer, but a 
few glasses of red wine would 
have been a better tipple. 

Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 



Bafley. believed to have 
died of heart attack 



INTRODUCING 
A NEW APPROACH 
TO HEALTH. 

VISITING 
A DOCTOR WHEN 
YOU’RE WELL. 


As any doctor will tell you, prevention is better 
than cure - and that's the simple idea behind BUPA 
Health Monitor: a health screening programme 
which can help detect the early signs of health 
problems. 

First there's a full health assessment - covering a 
range of tests from blood analysis to cardiovascular 
fitness. Then we continue to monitor your health. 
BUPA Health Monitor normally costs £340 for men 
and £360 for women, however if you book before 
January 31st 1997, you can obtain a reduction of 
£50.00. 


An l8-year-old Birmingham 
woman has become the latest 
fatality from meningitis. 
Dawn Arnes died early on 
Christmas Day, 36 hours after 
oornpfaining of a stiff neck. A 
four-year-old Stoke boy .and a 
14-year-old Newcastle" girl 
died from the infection before 
die holiday. . 

Watch for owls 

A campaign is being launched 
to save the bani owL Numbers 
in Britain have declined by 70 
per cent since the 1930s to 
about 5,000 breeding pahs. 
The public is being asked to 
report sightings to the British 
Trust for Ormthotogy far a 
national register to provide 
information on behaviour. 


Flesh-eating bug victim wins £62,000 damages Record pflehard 
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By A Staff Reporter 

A BOY who had to have lifesaving 
surgery after becoming infected with 
the “flesh-eating bug” has won £62,100 
damages from a medical practice and 
the doctor who wrongly diagnosed his 
condition. 

Peter Duffy was told that he was 
suffering from gastroenteritis and 
paracetamol was prescribed for a 
muscle injury. But within days of a 
home visit by a family doctor, the 
teenager was undergoing surgery 10 
cut out tissue from his right arm and 
chest after he developed necrotising 
fasciitis. At the Court of Session in 


Edinburgh Mr Duffy sued Adrian 
Mairs. the GP who first saw him, and 
a family doctors’ practice. 

He claimed that if he had been 
referred to hospital more quickly, a 
virulent infection he was suffering 
from would have been identified 
earlier and treated, piis would have 
avoided him developing the bug and 
the need for surgery, which has left 
him with extensive scarring. 

Lord Hamilton said in a written 
judgment issued yesterday that refer¬ 
ral 40 hours earlier would have 
prompted treatment before a condition 
developed that had “permanent ad¬ 
verse effects". 


The judge was told that Mr Duffy 
was a 15-year-old pupil at St 
Augustine's High School in Edinburgh 
when he fell ill in November 1991. A 
few days beforehand he had taken 
part in a boxing session, when he 
suffered cuts to his wrist and knuckle. 

After he felt unwell, suffering vomit¬ 
ing. diarrhoea and a swollen arm, his. 
mother phoned the Whinpark Medical 
Centre in Edinburgh. Dr Mairs, who 
was then an additional GP at the 
practice, went to his home. 

Dr Mairs made a primary diagnosis 
that tiie boy was suffering gastroenteri¬ 
tis which required no medical treat¬ 
ment. The doctor diagnosed his painful 


swollen upper aim as a muscular 
injury. His symptoms worsened and 
two days later his mother again called, 
tiie practice. Another doctor called on 
him and immediately had him admit¬ 
ted to Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. • 

An acute streptococcal infection was 
diagnosed and antibiotics were admin¬ 
istered intravenously. But a consultant 
surgeon realised that iiecrbtisLng 
fasciitis had developed. If an operation 
had not been carried out tiie boy would 
have died, the court was fold. He later 
had to have skin grafts. 

The court was told that after leaving 
school the teenager was certified as 
unfit for work. - 


A 14dz 6 dranipflchari.canghl 
by Wesley Doooghue. ;15. al 
Brixfiam. Devon.‘.has-been, 
certified by the British.Record 
Fish Committee asjthtpieavi- 
est m record, 6oz nwt than 
the previous best Wesfey. who 
used squid as bait plans to 
have it stuffed arid hurtponhis 
bedroom walL : * v V. 


Charity discloses cruel realities of turtle trad 
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BUPA Health Monitor is available to everyone, ja 
not just BUPA members. For further information, 0 
or to make an appointment, phone 0800 616 029 & 
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By Daniel McGrory 

THE chainsaw prised away 
the shell with cruel ease while 
the giant turtle thrashed 
around on the beach with 
what strength it still had. 
trying to escape the poachers’ 
grasp. 

Some of those wishing to 
buy the exquisitely marked 
turtle shell, or the meat, boast 
that they are walling to pay 
more if they know it is hewn 
off while foe creature is still 
alive. The life of this reptile, 
which was more than 60 years 
old. was extinguished in a few 
minutes so that some unthink¬ 
ing tourist could go home 
from a South Sea island 
holiday with an ornate musi¬ 
cal instrument shaped from 
its shdL or try some exotic 
restaurant dish. 

Sea turtles have been on 
Earth for 150 million years, 
before the age of the dino¬ 
saurs. Today their numbers 
are dangerously depleted, and 
only seven species remain. 

They are increasingly being 
caught sometimes accidental¬ 
ly, in fishing nets, mainly by 
those trawling for shrimps. 
Even if the turtle survives the 



The green turtle nesting sites have sharply declined 


capture, foe fishermen do not 
bother to extricate it but cut 
off its ensnared flippers and 
throw the turtle back into the 
water as shark bait 
Conservationists say that 
the green turtle — which is 
used in turtle soup — has lost 
700,000 nesting sates in Aus¬ 
tralia in (he past 2S years, and 
that Mexico's olive ridley 
turtles have lost 350,000 sites 
in the same period 
The leatherback turtle, 
which migrates up and down 
the west coast of Britain every 
year, is becoming a rarer 
sight Along with four other 

Species, ft is now officially 
classed as endangered. 

Less than 1 per cent of 


hatching turtles survive to 
adulthood: and some turtles 
do not reach breeding age un¬ 
til they are older than 30. 

At sea they are fast and 
graceful creatures using their 
paddles in the same way a 
bind uses its wings. 

Below the water, a turtle 
hold its breath for hours at a 
time, and can slow its heart¬ 
beat to only one beat every 
nine minutes to conserve oxy¬ 
gen. as it migrates thousands 
of miles in a year, moving 
between nesting and feeding 
grounds. 

But their ancient nesting 
sites are being tom up, 
because of the greed for 
beachside developments. 


their eggs are being stolen as 
souvenirs or restaurant deli¬ 
cacies. and there is a growing 
trade in turtle body parts. 

Turtle skin is used for boots 
and handbags; the reptile's oil 
is used for caulking boats and 
for traditional medicines; and 
the beautiful translucent shell 
is used for spetiade frames., 
jewellery and musical 
instruments. 

In an effort to educate the 
public about the appalling 
realities of turtle culling. Tusk 
Force is to show on television 
in the Far East a video 
depicting a turtle being dis¬ 
membered alive. 

Conservationists concede 
that it is harder to protect 
wildlife at sea than on land. 
Despite the ten-yea r moratori¬ 
um on. the commerdai killing; 
of whales, some half a million 
dolphins and porpoises are 
slaughtered each year. The 
International Whaling Com¬ 
mission insists that it is pow¬ 
erless to stop the deaths, be it 
for sport, food;or fish’bait or. 
the result oftens of thousands 
being caught accidentally in 
nets. .-«•• •. • 

The- fiar no w Is that hiter- ‘ 
national ctnontitment to. the 


Tusk Force Appeal 
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ban - on; whaling- is waning 
and thal tile commission: wil] _ I 
deride that 45. some popula-. 
-tions;1tave ^ recovered djem 
commercial whaimg bfstrafe. 

stocks should be permitted. 


Ncda,Botridge, the tfiri 
tor of Tusk Force, said: “On 
you give any kfruf'of gre 

tight the whafe fauniere y* 
.te.hack nt business- with 
vengeance:" * 
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^™RAKY to the old joke, M 96 
nostalgia i^hat H 

• For . many people who were 
^0W«3 w 1 % 6 , living through fee 
yearwasrather like bemg Bin 
Murray m the fife, Groundhog 
every morning lo 
fjjjjjjjy femfliar experiences, 
"jW'f headlines, sensations 
and even sadnesses, 

_For the first time in 30 years you ' 
could have walked out of your 


; feme door in a . pink nrini-skirt. 
covered yOur eyeSdsjn-BMe-bfack 
. eye shadow and stepped into fire 
sear of yi newly designed Jaguar 
sports car that was feeinvyot the. 
WorW, and mobody wouHhave ; 
given you 3 second glance. JEven if 
you were a pan. ‘ 
Thergoyemniehf documents-re¬ 
leased today after 30 years hr the 
*aulfs only confirm 'tbissense of . 
dfja wl The aroma of 1966 has 
bung m fee air all year. . >•; 

. The Beaties then were making 

the headlines at home and putting 


Euro-sceptics, ’96 was an action replay 


Britain in die news abroad, in the 
sort of way feat Oasis and Pulp 
and fee Britpop bands are doing 
today. Newsweatfs recent hailing 
of London as fee capita! of cool Is a 
startling echo of Time magazine’s 
crowning of London in 1966 as 
“The Swinging City". 

• Fewer women may have offered 
to bear Bobby Chariton's babies 
than they did Alan Shearer’s, but 
in other respects the Euro 96 
football tournament reignited all 
fee passions, if not quite all fee 
England glory, of fee 1966‘Worid 


Cup. And London is not only the 
coolest cultural and fashion capital 
since fee days of Carnaby Street, 
but fee word “cool" has reentered 
fee language not as blushingly 
self-conscious 1960s hippy talk, but 
as Establishment-fashionable. 

In politics, fee Labour Party has 
a leader who has spent fee past 12 
months painting a picture of a 
future Britain feat is technological¬ 
ly dued-tn and wired-up, evoking 
memories of Harold Wilson and 
his "white heat of technology" 
vision. 



Tony Blair even has his own 
Marcia Williams. In feci, he has 
two: Peter Mandclson and Alastair 
Campbell 

In another echo, fee newly 
released Cabinet documents show 
that British politicians were as 
vexed in 1966 about fee threat to 
sovereignty by membership of the 
Common Market as they are now. 
The tide of Euro-scepticism ap¬ 
peared to be as strong then as 
anything that John Major has to 
face today. 

The issues were given a formal 


airing during a Cabinet committee 
meeting at Chequers in October 
1966 before Britain's formal appli¬ 
cation to join the Common 
Market. 

Further abroad, politicians and 
diplomats have spent the past year 
speculating anxiously about Boris 
Yeltsin’s health in much the way 
they spent 1966 wondering wheth¬ 
er or not Mao Tse-tung would live 
long enough to reap the glory, or 
the havoc of his newly launched 
Cultural Revolution. 

And tragically, fee Aberfen 


disaster of 1966 had a chiding 
reprise at Dunblane It was in 1966 
that The Sound Of Music won the 
Oscar for Best Rim. concrete tower 
blocks began rising across the 
country, and Bob Dylan shocked 
his purist fans by turning up at fee 
Albert Hall with an electric back¬ 
up band. 

They are ad still with us. So are 
The Who . performing live on stage 
again. 

Even sheepskin coals made a 
comeback. Fortunately, Sacha 
Distel didn’t. 


m 
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HAROLD WILSON had lost 
the confidence of the banks 
within a few months .of his 
1%6 election victory, confiden¬ 
tial records released under fee 
30-year rule show. 

Wife the economy in crisis, 
fee Prime Minister hosted a 
private dinner party at 10 
Downing Street for 18 promt- 
nent bankers where he fared 
stem questionings 

The minutes, recorded on 
August 3 state: “The explana¬ 
tion ffor the crisis] was to be. 
found in a general malaise-, 
throughout thecountry stem¬ 
ming from the loss of empire 
and the lack of any idea to 
replace it" The bankers add¬ 
ed: “There was a lack of 
confidence both at home and 
abroad in the Government 
and hence in sterling." 

The bankers, among them' 
the Governor of the Bank of 
England, believed the Labour 
Government was against 
them and fee cure was “in a. 
rebuilding of national confi? 
denoe." They were critical; of 
government policy and sin¬ 
gled out overspending.an so-' 
rial services. , ; ..' V 

Mr Wilson had dashed with 
the governor. Lord Cromer, in • 
the run-up to the election in 
March. LordCromer had- 
threatened to. resign afierihe - 
Prime Minister .opposeda 1 
per cent rise in interest -rides-; 

Mr WQ5on , S anemp& tiiHt 
year to shore up -sterling led J 
him to seek help 1 from -fee 
Americans. A letter ; tp Presi- 1 
dent Johnson gave a warning 
that he [WQsonJ might have to 
hike tougher, measures to.-, 
stabilise fee currency- - 

Some of his Cabinet cd- , 



•• Reports by 
Valerie Elliott, 
Adrian Lee and 
Joe Joseph • 


. including George 
Brown, the Minister for Eco¬ 


nomic Affairs, were urging 


him to devalue. But Mr 
son instead pushed through a 
package of deflationary mea¬ 
sures! Minutes of. a special 
Cabinet meetihg in July noted 
“fee prevailing Jack of confi¬ 
dence £0 fee British economy 
was due to a persisting doubt 
about our ability to pay-our 
' way*. 

- Mr Wilson attempted to. 
' drfusp the air of panic among 
some of his ministers and 
said: “Jt is important to distin¬ 
guish between problems of 
.reality ' and problems of 
confidence.” 

-. He also made dear that 
despite his concern over rising 
unemployment, “if it is a 
choicebetween -full employ¬ 
ment and devaluation. I wflj 
devalue." The Cabinet stalled 
a. derision for a year .and. 
George Brown made, clear 
- thatjie reserved his position. 

-Among fee measures intro¬ 
duced. by Mr Wilson Were 
hire purchase restrictions and 
a, £50 limit for travellers 
taldurig sterling abroad. 

.. Mr Wilson blamed the sea- 
rperrs strike. low productivity ; 
and a truculent labour force 
for_Jbe ratiaj^ ills. He re- 
vcaJedyifone meetingthat he 
had considered.- ind rejected, 
raising the price of school 
meals and introducing pre¬ 
scription charges.. The Prime 


^Minister thought his 
and income freeze would have 
a “good moral effect". 

But fee economic picture 
continued to be bleak. In fee 
summer. Lord Cromer 
warned fee Prime Minister 
that sterling was in a critical 
situation after losing £78 mil¬ 
lion in value in two days. 

In October, the Prime Min¬ 
ister confessed in a minute to 
his Chancellor that fee imnti- 
nem; prospect of 500,000 
people unemployed — despite 
ftis earlier assurances feat half 
a nriHion would be the upper 
Emit T-. was “pretty homfy- 
ing^hnd Jie considered covert¬ 
ly restoring cuts in public 
. investment. 

. But while a key plank of 
Labours economic strategy 
. was holding down wages, 
papers reveal that ministers 
were reluctant to make fee 
ultimate sacrifice. At a Cabi¬ 
net meeting where. ft was 
suggested feat ministers 
might forgo some of their 
salaries, the conclusion was 
that “a voluntary gesture of 
this kind would not necessar- 
r carry conviction". 

I The threat to British sover¬ 
eignty from membership of 
fee Common ' Market was 
fiercely debated over the year. 

Hie issues were aired 
during a Cabinet committee 
meeting in October before 
Britain’s formal application to 
join; the Common Marker 
Papers show that. ministers 
were concerned about the 
: power of the European Com¬ 
mission notxmly to enforce- 
unpopular , derisions but also 
to delay action Britain might 
wish in take. 





Harold Wilson with Baroness Falkender, his former political secretary Marcia Williams, pictured in 1975 

Personal tensions rise inside No 10 


TENSIONS between Harold Wilson’s 
formidable secretary Marcia Williams 
and official Downing Street staff are 
highlighted by a bureaucratic dispute 
over the right to use government 
photocopiers during the election 
campaign. 

While Downing Street accepted that 
an official should accompany Mr Wil¬ 
son on his election tour in March, 
offi cials were co n cer n ed that equipment 
should not be used for party political 
purposes. The dispute has all the 
hallmarks of recent debates over civil 
service neutrality. 

In a note dated March 7,1966, at fee 
start of-fee election campaign,-Derek 
Mitchell, a Treasury high flier who was 
Mr Wilson's principal private secretary. 


wrote: "The only problem not resolved 
is fee one about the use of copying 
machines.” 

The dispute may have been fanned by 
fee intense personal hostility between 
Mr Mitchell and Ms Williams, Mr 
Wilson's political secretary. But Mr 
Mitchell was absolutely insistent feat if 
any official machines had to be used, a 
note should be kept of all copies so that 
fee Labour Party headquarters could be 
charged. 

In a separate note to Ms Williams, he 
suggested that fee House of Commons 
rate of 4d (1.6p) a copy would be about 
the right charge. 

But the issue was dearly galling for 
staff at No 10, and Mr Mitchell wrote to 
fee Prime Minister “It would obviously 


be better if use of the official machines 
could be made as a last resort and I am 
glad to hear that you are hoping to get 
one of your own. I am sure that would 
be a real convenience to you." 

In another circular to staff at 10 
Downing Street Mr Mitchell an¬ 
nounced that Mr Wilson had agreed to 
drop informal arrangements whereby 
messengers called at the party HQ. 
Transport House, to collect mail. In fee 
note. Mr Mitchell said: “This is because 
it would be improper for civil servants to 
assist the party authorities in this way 
during the preselection period” 

With a note of prescience of Mr 
Wilson’s victory at fee polL Mr Mitchell 
added: “The informal arrangement can. 
of course, be resumed after the election." 


rpffppS* 




Mao’s swim 
marathon 
a ‘fiction’ 


Diplomatic speculation about 
the health of Mao Tse Tung 
reached a frenzy after he was 
photographed swimming in 
the Yangtse, allegedly cover¬ 
ing 15 kilometres. In a detailed 
dispatch front the office of fee 
the British charge d'affaires in 
Peking, Leonard Appfeyard 
said the Chinese were deter¬ 
mined to show their leader in 
good health, and added: “We 
are now waiting for him to 
cover the same distance walk¬ 
ing on the water." Chairman 
Mao survived for another 10 
years and did not die until 
1976, at the age of 82. 


MI5 saw‘Red 
plot’ in strike 


MI5 reported strong links 
between the Communist Pary 
and activists in the National 
IJnion of Seamen, which was 
involved in a protracted strike 
against the Government’s 
strict prices and incomes poli¬ 
cy. The strike caused food 
shortages. A military plan was 
devised — though not enforced 
— to draft in 34.000 service¬ 
men to move ships and run the 
docks. 


Fear of mutiny 
saved Gurkhas 


Harold Ml son considered dis¬ 
banding the 14,000-strong 
Gurkha Brigade to save 
£9 million a year, but was 
warned by officials: “The pos¬ 
sibility of mutiny cannot be 
ruled out. They are capable of 
strong and violent reactions if 
they Feel they have been un¬ 
fairly treated." The next year, 
plans were announced to re¬ 
duce the brigade. It now- 
numbers 4.000. 


Alarm at callousness over Aberfan 


A WHITEHALL suggestion, 
that Harold Wilson's Govern¬ 
ment should say as little as 
possible about, the Aberfan 
disaster was rejected by fee 
Prime Minister. He rioted in 
green ink on an official memo: 
“We must not look callous or 
complacent" 

The documents chart a 
stream of meetings and dis¬ 
cussions which began on Oc¬ 
tober 22. the day after 116 
children and 28 adults died 
when a coal pit’s Waste heap 
engulfed a school in a South 
Wales village. The discussions 
ended II months later when 
Lord Roberts agreed to contin¬ 
ue in his £ 12300 -a-year post as 


chairman of fee National Coal 
Board. - . - 

The. newly released files 
iridude some from 1967. Two 
weeks jbefore an official inqui¬ 
ry's report - on the disaster, 
rivil.servants proposed feat 
fee Government "say as little 
as possibte" in response to the 
report , and merely, indicate 
that its findings would be 
carefully considered. . 

Mr Wilson noted on July 19: 
“I hope ministers will have 
agreed bn something to say 
before publication: We roust 
not look callous or complacent 
or in any way passing by tin 
fee other side. It is important 
to decide whether we ‘accept* 


the report" He must have 
received an advance copy 
immediately after writing 
those words. He added at fee 
bottom of fee page: "I have 
now locked at the report It is 
devastating.” 

Mr Wilson suggested that 
Cledwyn Hughes, the Secre¬ 
tary of State for Wales, should 
consider making a statement 
to the Commons before publi¬ 
cation, paying tribute to fee 
tribunal, giving fee main find¬ 
ings and saying that the 
Government accepted them. 

"Then say the tribunal 
makes a number of recom¬ 
mendations for future action, 
including legislation. The 



The landslide took 144 lives. “We must not look complacent,” WDson wrote 


ministers concerned are ur¬ 
gently considering these rec¬ 
ommendations," Mr Wilson 
wrote. "While it is exceptional 
to make a statement before 
publication, fee fact that fee 
House is adjourning Ifor the 
summer recess] — combined 
wife fee public concern and 
the devastating nature of fee 
report — makes this desi¬ 
rable." 

The Prime Minister effect¬ 
ively rejected a suggestion that 
the Government should accept 
Lord Roberts’s resignation. 
On July 28, a note recording 
the views of a group of 
ministers said the future of 
Lord Roberts was bound to be 
“the centre of speculation" 
when fee report was pub¬ 
lished, although it did not 
blame him personally. “Our 
conclusion ... is that the 
chairman may feel compelled 
to resign and feat if he offers 
his resignation, fee Govern¬ 
ment should accept it 

“There is not, in our view, a 
case against Lord Robens to 
justify his dismissal if he does 
not choose to resign. But he 
should not be pressed to stay." 

Mr Wilson marked the 
final passage and wrote in fee 
margin: “I don’t see the need 
for {this). It may be better to 
press Robens to hold an 
immediate meeting of fee 
board to consider fee report." 

Lord Robens, who had been 
a Labour MP and fellow 
member of the postwar Lab¬ 
our Government with Mr 
Wilson, continued in the post 
until 1971. In 1993, aged 82, he 
died from a stroke. 


Duke’s trip 
survived 
Argy-bargy 


IF THE Duke of Edinburgh is 
skilled today in the art of 
creating headaches for gov¬ 
ernment ministers, feat may 
be through long practice. 

The Duke's desire to go on a 
long, costly polo tour of Argen¬ 
tina in fee autumn of 1966 
provoked backroom bickering 
in Downing Street and White¬ 
hall as officials tried to work 
out how fee Duke could meet 
the bills without breaching the 
Government’s new austerity 
measures. These included a 
E50-a-head limit on cash that 
could be taken on a holiday 
abroad. 

The Sir Humphreys of the 
day were sucked into a web of 
memos which betray their 
search for a palatable solution 
— allowing fee Duke to attend 
fee tournament without living 
like a backpacker, but also 
without offending fee Queen’s 
subjects, who were all tighten¬ 
ing their belts. 

Lucidly, the Argentine Gov¬ 
ernment was shouldering 
most of the costs of board and 
lodging for fee visiting British 
and American teams. Some 
Whitehall officials feared a 
late cancellation would offend 
and wife a little help from the 
embassy in Buenos Aires, 
coupled wife the Duke’s 
agreement to perform a few 
public duties to water down 
fee jet-set elements of the trip, 
he was able to set off, wife or 
without the Prime Minister’s 
blessing. 



Attempt to block 
review of murder 


Chi-Chi, right, and An-An during a nyst at London Zoo 


The Home Secretary. Sir 
Frank Soskice. attempted to 
block a judicial review over 
the murder conviction of 
Timothy Evans, saying fear 
such an inquiry would cause 
resentment among the police. 
A review concluded that Ev¬ 
ans was “probably innocent” 
of killing his wife and daugh¬ 
ter. for which he had had been 
executed in 1950. The Queen 
granted a free pardon. 


Panda match was 
food for satire 


BBC berated over 
fledgling channel 


DOWNING STREET and the 
Foreign Office were alarmed 
feat attempts to mate London 
Zoo’s Chi-Chi wife a panda in 
Moscow would be used to sati¬ 
rise a forthcoming Soviet visit 
by Harold Wilson. 

In 1964. fee Soviet Union 
dropped a British proposal to 
match-make Chi-Chi and An- 
An. But two years later Ma¬ 
dame Fortseva. the Soviet 
Minister of Culture, was keen 
to pair off the pandas at 
Moscow Zbo. 

The British Government’s 
chief scientific adviser. Sir 
Solly Zuckerman. wanted 
approval from Michael Stew¬ 
art, then Foreign Secretary, 
for “what might well be con¬ 
strued as a further illustration 
of ice-breaking". 

A Foreign Office note, head¬ 
lined “Anglo-Soviet Relations: 
A Mate for Chi-Chi" and writ¬ 


ten by a Mr H. F. T. Smith, 
described the proposal to mate 
“the sex-starved female pan¬ 
da" Chi-Chi wife An-An. "I 
am not sure the proposal is 
consistent with our policy of 
detente but we also have an 
interest in rapprochement. I 
recommend that this union be 
blessed." he wrote. 

A more senior official. Mr 
Greenhill, gave warning of the 
comic potential: “I agree, but 
let us get this matter out of the 
headlines well before fee Prime 
Minister goes to Moscow, 
otherwise the two visits will 
become mixed in the public 
mind and worked to death by 
the TV comics and satirists." 

The Foreign Secretary 
scribbled: “Yes indeed!" 

Sure enough, nine days 
later, on January 27, a cartoon 
in the Daily Mirror lam¬ 
pooned fee situation. 


The Prime Minister was 
scathing about the fledgling 
BBC2 at a time when fee 
corporation was £10 million in 
debt. In correspondence wife 
fee BBC, which wanted to 
raise the £5 television licence 
fee by £1, lie wrote: “l do not 
see why we needed id raise fee 
licence fee to pay for a pro¬ 
gramme no one wants to see 
and many cannot see even if 
they wanted to.” 


Beatles beat the 
drum for Britain 


The success of five concerts by 
the Beatles in Tokyo in July 
1966 delighted British officials. 
“They swept the youth of 
Japan off Their feet," fee 
charge d'affaires at the embas¬ 
sy in Tokyo reported to fee 
Foreign Office. “In sober 
truth, no recent event connect¬ 
ed wife fee United Kingdom, 
with the sole exception of fee 
British Exhibition in 1965, has 
made a comparable impact." 


England’s World Cup victory strained relations with Argentina 

. _ 4* .1 ^ - Mifihflaii dilsnoo nrvrVHrttimArtf MflAOTl 'f ~ll0 rtffnlffirtlhrtrt rtf rVlfltniri* I- ** ^ ■ *’• •* J ' - ’ '" ’ "" 


WHILE the nation celebrated En¬ 
gland's finest footballing hour, British 
diplomats found die World Cup 
something of a headache. The Foreign 
Office had to appease Argentina, 
which tost to the home side to a 
paiticnlarlv acrimonious quarter*^ 
naL The surprise appearance of fee 
North Koreans in the competition also 

caused concern, , 

Papers released today under fee 30- 
year rate show bow England's victory 
over fee South American sde raised 
feeling* to a point where relatwns 
between the live countries could have 
been hatfly damaged. England won 
fee match 1-0 alter fee Argentine 
captain, Antonio Raitin. was sou off 
by the German referee at Wembley m 
an exceptionally iH-tempered game- 
Afterwards Atffemsey. the England 
manager, described fee Argentinians 


as " anim als" and Fife, fee sports 
issued them with an 


ruling body, 

official reprimand. 

However, a dispatch from me 
British Embassy in Buenos Aires 
describes how fee Argentine tram 
was given a hero’s welcome on their 
return. While thousands waited two 
hours in the rain to give the sidea 
“tumultuous" homecoming, em¬ 
bassy received “hundreds °f abusive 
phone calls. Demonstrators 
at fee ambassador’s house 
guards had to be posted at a tirade four 
£fter gangs of youths “chanting and 
.'Mrino" invaded fee British stand. 


jeCrU1 up photographs and pinned a 


tore r 

woman receptionist in a comer. 

The dispatch notes that even the 

more balaJmed Argentinen^p^ 

were daiming that fee World Cuphad 
snatched from their team fry fee 


German referee, whose appointment 
' was part of a “blatant conspiracy to 
defraud the South Americans" and 
keep fee trophy in Europe. “Most 
Argentinians quite sincerely believe 
that the way fee whole tournament 
was managed, or mismanaged, was a 
dirty business and a stain on the 
British reputation for sportsmanship 
and honesty," the dispatifr said. 

“While it would be a mistake to take 
all this too seriously, it will certainly 
nut be laughed off or preached about 
It will not upset our normal good 
relations with the great majority of 
sensible Argentinians; but it has left a 
scar on our popular image which we 
- shall not:foil to be reminded of 
whenever, for one reason or another in 
fee future, feelings become strained." 

However, it was not Just fee Argen¬ 
tinians who caused fee Foreign Office 


concern. The qualification of Commu¬ 
nist North Korea for the finals 
threatened to spark a diplomatic 
incident. South Korea protested vigor¬ 
ously through its Ambassador in 
London, claiming that the team 
should not be allowed to set foot on 
British soD. 

The Foreign Office agonised over 
when the North Korean flag could be 
flown and the country's national 
anthem sung. 

Moreover, fee North Koreans 
confounded the Football Association 
by beating Italy to win a place in fee 
quarterfinals, 

“Thank heaven that Portugal finally 
dispatched fee giant killers and we 
were spared an England/North Ko¬ 
rea match at Wembley," one official 
noted after fee North Koreans had 
been beaten. 



8 




i*. 

ti 

I- 

Ti 


ni 

m 

in 

u( 

1L- 


iC 

id 


The Argentine captain Antonio Rattin, No 10. being sent off in the quarter-finals 
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6 OVERSEAS NEWS 


Israel and PLO put 
finishing touches 
to Hebron accord 

By Ross Dunn in Jerusalem and Our Foreign Staff 


SATURDAY 


IN THE TIMES 



STRANGE FRUIT 

Ginny Dougary 
meets Jeanette 
Winterson 

in the Magazine 



TV DINNERS 

Frances Bissell on how 
to be a telly-chef 

in Weekend 


AFTER agreeing on terms for 
its withdrawal from most of 
Hebron. Israel yesterday coni' 
rinued to haggle with die 
Palestine Liberation Organis¬ 
ation over prisoner releases 
and target dates for future 
West Bank handovers. Pales¬ 
tinian negotiators said. 

At the same time. Binyamin 
Netanyahu, the Israeli Prime 
Minister, postponed his pro¬ 
posed summit with Yassir 
Arafat, President of the Pales¬ 
tinian Authority, to deal with 
more pressing concerns, espe¬ 
cially the safe passage through 
the Knesset of his austerity 
budget Palestinian officials 
were told that the meeting 
could take place today. 

Earlier. Mr Arafat said he 
was ready to meet Mr Netan¬ 
yahu to seal an accord trans¬ 
ferring 80 per cent of Hebron 
to Palestinian rule. 

The remaining differences 
between the two sides include 
Mr Arafat's demand for a joint 
Palestinian police presence 


around the Tomb of the Patri¬ 
archs. the burial place of 
Abraham and Sarah. The 
shrine is holy to both Muslims 
and Jews. Mr Arafat is also 
demanding that Israel commit 
itself to a timetable for further 
troop redeployments in rural 
areas of the West Bank. 

Dr Do re Gold. Mr Netanya¬ 
hu's diplomatic adviser, and 
other Israeli officials said last 
night that there was how little 
left for the negotiators to do. 
adding that the time had come 
for the leaders to hold another 
summit and complete the ac¬ 
cord. "We have exhausted the 
negotiations. If there are dif¬ 
ferences. they should be dis¬ 
cussed between the leaders 
themselves." one of Mr Netan¬ 
yahu'S aides said. 

Mr Netanyahu has seemed 
isolated in recent day’s by a 
series of developments in his 
parliament aimed not just at 
his peace proposals, but at his 
plans for a Thatcherite eco¬ 
nomic ’ revolution, including 


budget cuts and privatisation. 
In addition, with six members 
of his Cabinet now prepared to 
vote against the Hebron deal. 
Mr Netanyahu threw our a 
challenge to his critics. He 
announced that he would 
bring the agreement before 
the Knesset for approval in 
order to.achieve a broader 
consensus. At the same time, 
officials of the right-wing 
Likud Party are trying to 
minimise the clear lack, of 
enthusiasm among his own 
supporters for the deal. 

They recalled the example of 
the late Prime Minister Mena- 
chem Begin, also a Likud 
leader, who made peace with 
Egypt. At the time Mr Begin 
was also forced to rely on the 
support of the opposition Lab¬ 
our Party to secure approval 
for the Camp David accords. 

Tensions remained high in 
Hebron yesterday and Pales¬ 
tinian youths scuffled with 
Jewish settlers. Earlier in the 
day some settlers broke into a 
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Palestinian policemen train in the West Bank village of Dahariya yesterday. They wfll be deployed m 


Palestinian market area, 
claiming it was Jewish proper¬ 
ty. Some were detained but 
later released. 

In a separate development 
yesterday, Vice-President Abd¬ 
ul Halim Khaddam of Syria 
said Washington had given 
Syria “written commitments" 


to secure an Israeli withdraw¬ 
al from the Golan Heights. 
Mr Khaddam also ruled out a 
resumption of Syrian-Israeli 
peace negotiations as long as 
the Israeli Government did 
not change its hard-line 
position. 

Israeli warplanes launched 


rockets against suspected 
guerrilla targets in the hills 
ofsouthem Lebanon last 
night, guerrilla and pro-lsrae- 
li militia sources said. 

□ Trial opens: The trial of 
four Israeli right-wing extrem¬ 
ists accused of inciting racial 
hatred opened in Jerusalem 


yesterday. They published a 
book. Baruch, a Real Man . 
that allegedly glorifies Baruch 
Goldstein, the American-born 
Jewish settler who opened-fire 
during Friday prayers in He¬ 
bron's Al-Ibrammi Mosque in 
1994, killing 29 Palestin¬ 
ians. (AFPj 
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Dishwashers 
Washing Machines 
Refrigeration 
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Bosch SPS 5462 
45cm Dishwasher 

• 5 programmes 

• 2 temperatures 

• Stainless steel interior 

• Quick wash 

• 8 place settings 

• Very quiet operation 


Quiet, Economical and 
Gentle Washing Machines 
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WFF 2000 Washing Machine 

• "3D AquaSpa" wash system 
(uses less water and electricity) 

• Electronically controlled through "Fuzzy Logic" 

• 1000 Spin speed 

• Very quiet operation 

• Delay timer 

• Softiine design 

WFP 3200 Washing Machine 

• 30 AquaSpa • 1600 Spin speed 

• Extremely quiet • Fuzzy Logic 

• Time Delay • Stainless steel door 

• LED display 

• Softfine 

WFF 1200 Washing Machine 

• Duo AquaSpa ■ 1000 Spin speed 

• Spin reduction • Rinse hold 





SPS 6432 Dishwasher • 6 Programmes 

• 3 Temperatures • Energy saving heal exchanger 

• 8 Place settings • Extremely quiet 

• Low water and energy usage £ 429.99 

/ SPS 2462 45cm Dishwasher 

• 3 programmes • Stainless steel interior 

• 8 place settings • Quiet operation 


SMS 6012 60cm Dishwasher 

• 6 Programmes • 2 Temperatures 

• 12 Place settings 


£ 399.99 



Super Economical & Environmentally 
Friendly “Softline" Fridge/Freezers 


Bosch KSV 2630 
Fridge Freezer 

• Totally CFC and HFC Free 

• 60cm wide 

• 4 shelves (3 height adjustable) 
■ Fridge capacity 6.7 cu ft (net) 

• Freezer capacity 2.4 cu ft (net) 


KSV 2402 Fridge Freezer 

• Totally CFC and HFC Free • 55cm wide 

• 4 shelves (3 height adjustable! 

• Fridge capacity 6.0 cu ft (net) 

• Freezer capacity 2.0 cu ft (net) 

£ 309.99 

KGV 2604 Fridge Freezer 

• Totally CFC and HFC free 

• 2 drawer foeejer * 60cm wide 

• Fridge Capacity 6.8 cu ft (net! 

• Freezer Capacity Z2 cu ft (net; 

£ 419.99 



WFB1605 
Washing Machine 

•800 spin speed 

• Rinse bold 

• 11 programmes 


Bosch ICTR 1670 
Larder Fridge 

• CFC and HFC free 

• 4 safety glass shelves 

• Auto defrost 

• Capacity 5.4 cu.ft. (net) 

• ‘A' Energy Efficiency rating 



Prices may vary from stun? lo sfcxe Prices shown are manufacturers suggested selling pnees between 26* December and 3tst January 1996. 


GSL1202 Tabletop Freezer 

• Totally CFC and HFC Free 

• 4 Star freezer • Superfast freezing 

• Capacity 3.4 cu ft (net) 

• Optical and acoustic warning system 

GSD 261 7 Upright Freezer 

• CFC and HFC Free • 4 Star freezer 

• Superfast freezing • 1 fast freeze compartment 

• Optical and acoustic warning system 

• Capacity 7.4 cu.ft. (net) g gg 


BOSCH 

Excellence comes as standard 


. -Available from. leading department stoies and roaje-r sriecrrics: retailers. 

For. further information pleascs'cali for froc brochure and local dibokisvlist on 01233 7:11 vCO <24 h:>u:c 7 "ays a -.voek';. 
PS.^beri Bosch Domestic Appliances, Grand Union House, Old Wofverton Road. Wolverte-n. MUlon Koyn.os KiKit? 5PT. 


Saddam turns 
on family in 
fear of betrayal 

By Michael Evans, defence correspondent 


PRESIDENT Saddam Hus¬ 
sein of Iraq is now so afraid 
there are traitors within his 
family that he is relying in¬ 
creasingly on non-relatives to 
be his closest political advis¬ 
ers, according to intelligence 
sources. 

The dominant group in die 
ruling hierarchy around the 
Iraqi leader now includes two 
cousins. The remainder have 
no family connection. 

The attempted assassina¬ 
tion of his son Uday on 
December 12 has underlined 
the potential threat foa regime 
which Saddam has estab¬ 
lished over the years to sustain 
his rule. 

The Takriti dan. which in 
the past has been the bed rode 
for Saddam's survival, has 
never been so divided. Two of 
the groups within the clan, the 
Ibrahimis, which indudes his 
three brothers, and die 
Majidis, cousins on his 
father’s side, are reported to 
hate Saddam and his two 
sons, Uday and Kousai. 

Kousai, the younger son. 
heads Saddam’s security ap¬ 
paratus. The Iraqi regime has 
at least five security and 
intelligence bodies, each of 
which has overlapping pow¬ 
ers. Kousai Saddam controls 
them all. He also commands 
the Republican Guards whose 
main task is to protect the 
regime. 

For many years, Saddam 
used his three brothers on his 
mother's side. Sabawi, Wat- 
ban and Barazan, to help to 
prop up his regime. They 
occupied key positions in the 
leadership. 

However, two of die broth¬ 
ers, Sabawi. former head of 
the Iraqi national security 
forces, and Waiban, a former 
Minister of the Interior, were 
dismissed last year and ac¬ 
cused by Saddam of corrup¬ 
tion. exploitation of state 
property for personal pur¬ 
poses. cruelty and extortion. 
Barazan. formerly chief of 
Iraqi intelligence, was sacked, 
recently and is now Baghdad’s 
Ambassador to the United- 
Nations in Geneva. According 


to intelligence sources, fee 
main group of political advis¬ 
ers around the Iraqi President 
include Sultan Hashem 
Ahmad, formerly the army 
Chief of Staff and now the 
Defence Minister, who has no 
political ambitions. Moham¬ 
mad Amer Rashid, a former 
Deputy Minister of Industry 
and now the Petroleum Minis¬ 
ter. and Amer Hamoudi 
Hasan al-Saadi. Saddam’s ad¬ 
viser on industry who also 
serves as the President's repre¬ 
sentative for clandestine 
missions. 

The two cousins who re¬ 
main in the inner drde are 
Abdul Hamid Mahmoud. 
Saddam's personal secretary 
arid chief of the apparatus 
responsible for his security, 
and Mouzahem Saab ak 
Hasan aJ-Takriti. chairman of 
the committee supervising fee 
Fedayin of Saddam organis¬ 
ation, whose Junction js the 
defence of Iraq and achieve¬ 
ments of “the revolution’. 

The intelligence sources 
said that Sajida Kboralla 
Tflfah, Saddam’s wife and 
mother of Uday and Kousai. 
was currently under house 
arrest after fee Iraqi Pres¬ 
ident accused her of trying to 
assassinate him. 

The sources said: “Saddam 
has succeeded in turning his 
family against him, despite 
the benefits of power they 
enjoyed and their common 
interest that he retains the 
leadership." 



.Saddam: accused wife 


Paris-Madrid pact 
keeps Eta in check 

FromTunku Vakadarajan in san sebasttAn 


A NEW anti-terrorist alliance 
between Spain and France has 
ensured that 1996 will go 
down as the year in which Eta, 
the Basque separatist group, 
suffered its leanest period for 
almost a quarter of a century. 

The arrest yesterday of five 
Eta radicals, members of a 
youth group dedicated to 
street violence in Navarre. . 
only bolsters the belief that the 
Spanish police could at last 
have Eta on the ropes. 

Five people have been killed . 
by Eta in fee past 12 months, 
fewer than in any year since 
1972. when the group had 
barely begun its violent cam¬ 
paign for an independent 
Basque state. At fee peak of its 
powers. Eta murdered ; 119 ■ 
people in 1979 and 123 in 19801. 

With a flinry of blows, 
including fee surest of' six 
leading terrorists-in the past ' 
six months,' fee Frertdt-police 1 
have boosted.fee.nwralt of. 
their Spanish qranternkrts. ■ 


These successes flow from an 
unprecedentedly dose col¬ 
laboration .between die Span¬ 
ish. and French, governments, 
which began last May when a 
conservative administration 
took office in Madrid. 

- The French have not always 
been so helpful to Madrid and 
the Basque separatist'group 
: historically: has used southern 
Ranee as a refuge. 

French governments, until 
very ■ recently, mistrusted 
.Spain’s judicial system, never 
betievaig' that It had been 
purged entirely rifflls from the 
Franco era. In addition, fee 
"Basque problem" tended to 
~Jbe viewed in Baris wife a 
certain romanticism, also a 
Tjangmfer'frbm the age of the 
■Spanish dictatorship. Fran- 
jpas Mitterrand and. before 
htm. Vatery Giscard d*£s- 
taing, 'played cal arid mouse 
witfrSpaih; offering only luke- 
warm' colkboration in the 
fight against Eta. - 
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beneath the ice 

The chzl] that Europeans should really-worry about 
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to Siberia- for 
Zlz l -' L 7 - So dee P a freeze has, for 
t * 5 ** 1 of Pleasure 
!£ Pictured from the weU-wanned 
tee. flie images of Venice frozen l agoon 
and the snow-laden palm-trees of Medi- 
res orte. compensate in poetry for 

° f n>a6s ■ and Promts 
anq lend drama to the mere grey gloom of a 1 
typical British January. Further east, in 
Hungary where the thermometer dipped 
mis week to a 76-year low or in fuel-starved 
Bulgaria and Romania, such temperatures 
are a matter of dread, of frostbite for many- 
and death for society’s most vulnerable. 

Yet when the meteorological thaw comes, 
the prospects in most of Central and Eastern 

Europe look brighter than for man y years. It 
is m Western Europe, where in 1990 forecas¬ 
ters enthused about the “European decade" 

to come, that winter gnaws deep into soci¬ 
ety’s bones and electorates readily n»Vi> the 
frozen ground as a metaphor for economic 
stagnation and the impotence or incompe¬ 
tence of politicians. France’s Jacques Chirac, 
who yesterday lectured his compatriots tha t 
their gloom was irrational, is not alanein his 
frustration at their refusal to take comfort in 
sharply reduced inflation, somewhat im¬ 
proved public finances and the vote of con¬ 
fidence offered by Europe's booming stock- 
markets. John Major, with better reason 
since Britain is now Western Europe’s star 
economic performer, waits in vain for his 
political dividend. But until unemployment 
retreats from its current postwar record, 
“feel-good” sermons are a waste of breath. 

In France. 12.7 per cent are now on the 
official jobless roster — and Insfe, die 
national statistical institute, expects this to 
rise to 13 per cent this year. Italy is nearly as 
badly off overall — and much worse off in 
the impoverished south. Spain’s problems 
make Italy’s seem light Geimany, where for 
historical reasons joblessness has a specially 


sharp impact on the national psyche, has 
more foan four million on the dole. In 
Sweden, if extensive state makewotk. 
schemes were excluded the official rate of 8 
per cent would nearly double, to 15 per cent. 

This last statistic underlines a troubling 
truth - With European Union governments 
spending E13Q billion a year on employment- 
related schemes, it has never been more 
evident that state efforts at direct job- 
,-creation work against the grain of the 
markets which it should be the concern of 
governments to set free. It diverts energy 
from what the State can do: temper the 
violence of economic cycles by expanding 
deficits in recession and tightening policy as 
growth picks up; and increase labour flexi- 
oiliiy by overhauling soda] welfare systems. 
But in most EU countries, macro-economic 
flexibility has been sacrificed to the political 
goal of meeting the 1999 target for EMU. 
The pain of public belt-tightening at a time 
of low growth meanwhile makes workers 
more reluctant than ever to surrender 
benefits which they see as their remaining 
cushion against the new insecurity. 

“Europe” is increasingly seen as a 
straitjacket; with severe consequences 
including the growing popularity of ex¬ 
tremist parties. Seeing this, some in France, 
such as Valfry Giscard d’Estaing, architect 
of the EMS, would now sacrifice the franc 
fort for higher growth. This week Gerhard 
Schroder, a contender for leadership of the 
German Soda] Democrat Party, also broke 
ranks to say that "incredible social and 
political friction” is too high a price for 
EMU. But such dissent is still rare: Europe’s 
politicians ding to EMU with the fatalism of 
early Christian martyrs. The EU is the drop¬ 
out in a_global economy which is expected to 
grow this year by a healthy 4.1 per cent 
When its politicians finally feel the icicles 
down their spines, it will be time to celebrate 
the arrival of a new yean not before. 


LIEDER WRITER 

Two hundred years ago; a great songwriter first filled his lungs 


Judged by normal standards Franz Schu¬ 
bert was a dismal failure The 12th of 18 
children bom into a penniless Viennese 
schoolmaster’s famfly, he lived most of his 
life in squalid poverty'--— unemployed, 
scrounging off friends. Attempts to sell his 
music ended in fiasco. The only public - 
concert of his music in His lifetime produced 
not a single review; Paganini was playing in 
town <mi the same night. Even Schubert's 
love life was a sad business, em¬ 
otionally unstable and medically 
disastrous. Whether 'syphilis 
hastened his death from typhoid 
at 31 is disputed but it certainly 
led to the black depressions that 
clouded his last years. 

All of which proves only one thing: genius 
cannot be judged by normal standards. On 
January 31, the 200th anniversary of 
Schubert’s birth, the world will celebrate not 
a failure but the greatest songwriter of all: a 
man incapable erf breaming without 
composing, and incapable of composing 
without spinning a golden thread of melody. 

Considering now rarely Schubert received 
a commission, the vast amount of music he 
produced in his short life is astonishing. 
There are nine symphonies (including two, 
the sublime Unfinished and the majestic 
Great C Major, that rank with the best); 
nine operas; dozens of choral works; and a 
huge quantity of wonderful chamber pieces. 

But his 600 songs must take precedence. 
They were dashed off at a feverish rate. 
During 1815 alone, while Europe’s more mil¬ 
itant spirits were slogging it out in the 
Belgian mud, the teenage Schubert wrote 
144 superb songs, including eight in a day. 
Pop groups who think they are being wildly 
creative if they produce an album’s worth of 
songs in a year should take note. So fast did 
tunes come to Schubert that he often ran out 


of lyrics. He set his favourite Goethe and 
Schiller poems up to six times each. 

Before he came along, the sang was 
regarded as a lightweight form. Schubert 
showed that it could cany deep emotions 
without sacrificing its melodic grace or 
miniature essence. And his songs took music 
to the heart of the Romantic movement 
like much Romantic art they portray fife 
as a journey through landscape. But 
•— Schubert's is a landscape of 

aural memory, in which famil¬ 
iar sounds — foe huntsman’s 
horn, a stream, the wind in trees 
— take on profound spiritual 
significance. Schubert was the 
first songwriter to realise that 
music need not slavishly mirror the words it 
accompanies; indeed, it may be at its most 
unsettling when it evokes something quite 
contrary to the surface meaning. 

! - Nowhere is this power to disturb at a 
subliminal level more evident titan in his 
last song-cycle, Winierreise: a poet’s surreal 
journey across a frozen landscape towards 
death. It is one of the great testaments of 
despair, and its influence extends deep into 
our own century’s music, in the troubled 
symphonies of Mahler and Shostakovich 
and the harrowing operas of Alban Berg. 

It ends with the sound of an organ-grinder 
(hunting out a tawdry little scrap of a tune, 
hi his darkest moments Schubert, who knew 
neither fame nor fortune nor lasting love, 
must have felt himself to be that organ- 
grinder a missing person whom nobody 
misses, shuffling along a road to oblivion in 
a bleak midwinter. But the tunes of this 
organ-grinder have echoed across the conti¬ 
nents and down the centuries. Two hundred 
years on, Schubert’s heavenly melodies live 
more securely in the hearts of music-lovers 
than he would ever have dared to hope. 


AULD FREDDIE FRINTON 

For the Germans, New Year means Dinner for One 


Fbr the puritan English New Year's Day 
brings new calendars and a resolution to 
practise giving up things for Lent All the 
British see New Year in by simulating a 
knowledge of the other verses o& Auld Lang 
Syne and by men in kilts crooning and jig¬ 
ging on television. For Soots Hogmanay now 
entails carrying bottles of whisky instead of 
lumps of coal in their overcoat pockets into 
other people's homes. And making their 
calls bv taxi. And so for most natives New 
Year comes in with a hangover, which may 
still be being worked on north of the border 
this-moming on Ne’er Day. But for the 
Germans new year means Freddie Fnnton. 

R,r this forgotten English music hall 
comedian’s film. Dinner for One, has 
become a cult of the German new. year 
festivities. By switching channels on teie- 
!■' vision a serious German celebrant of New 
Years Eve can view his film over and1 over 
again until midnight It lasts only 17 
minutes. And it tells a simple tale. 

Miss Sophy is celebrating her wtn 
birthday with a party for her admirers. But 
they are all dead. So her butler stands in for 
each of them in turn, as well as serving a so 
of Mad Rider's Tea Party- V Admiral von 
Schneider he dicks his heels, as Mr. 
Winter-bottom he raises his £^. s \ a f/^ r 
Pomeroy he gazes amorously at his nostes. 
And he has to drink his m sbeny. 
champagne, and other wines and spirits 


the rate of four glasses to every one of Miss 
Sophy’s. Not surprisingly he stumbles over 
the tiger skin rug as he brings in each new 
course And after dinner, as he staggers up 
the stairs with Miss Sophy in his arms, he 
asks her deadpan whether it is to be the 
same procedure this year as usual. 

The point of any anniversary ritual is that 
it should be the same every year. So the 
German businessman who saw Dinner for 
One as a music hall sketch on Blackpool pier 
33 years ago, and had it filmed as a typical 
example of English humour, was creating 
an instant tradition. It combines the necess¬ 
ary elements of nostalgia, sentimentality 
and northern over-indulgence for the ending 
of the year. It confirms stereotypes about 
British class and reticence as satisfactorily 
as 'Alio 'Atlo did about German and French 
manners for British viewers. 

All traditions were once new. The Christ¬ 
mas tree and stockings were imported by 
our German monarchy and their consorts. 
Goose rather than turkey is the more tradit¬ 
ional new year bird. But in our electronic 
age, the traditions of the future are contin¬ 
ually being created on our screens and tapes. 
So just for a change next new year, British 
and German programme planners should 
exchange Freddie Frinton for Morecambe 
and Wise and The Sound of Music. National 
stereo types should laugh at themselves, once 
in a while. Because everyone else does. 


Invitation to pray 
for Africa in 1997 

From the Director of the Unite J 
Nations Association of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland and others 
Sir, We write as a group of individuals 
from (or deeply involved in) Africa, 
who are working in our various ways 
in support of conflict resolution, eco¬ 
nomic and social justice and the real¬ 
isation of basic human rights stan¬ 
dards everywhere in th3t great contin¬ 
ent. 

We are also believers in the pow er 
of prayer and we would like, through 
your columns, to invite people of any 
faith id join with us — preferahly each 
day — in 1997 to pray for Africa in 
these simple words: 

God bless Africa; 

Guard her people; 

Guide her rulers; 

And give her peace. 

Yours sincerely. 

MALCOLM HARPER. 

Director. United Nations Association 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 
CHARLES AM ONE. 

International Welfare Association. 
ALEXANDER BORG OLIVIER, 
United Nations Office and 
Informal ion Centre. London. 

KEITH CLEMENTS, 

Council of Churches 
for Britain and Ireland. 
fTREVOR HUDDLESTON. 
WANJIRU KIHORO. 

Abantu for Development. 

MICHAEL TAYLOR. 

Christian Aid. 

3 Whitehall Court. SWJ. 

December 30. 


PoWs In Italy 

From MrJ. Keith Kill by 

Sir. Major Sam Derry (Obituary . 
December 27), Monsignor O’Flaherty, 
the British Minister to the Vatican 
and his “Figaro" of a butler all did ex¬ 
cellent work hiding and provisioning 
Allied fttWs in Rome after the Italian 
Armistice of September 1943. 

However, thousands of PoWs “on 
the run” in Italy kept to the remote 
countryside. Some 3.000 of us escaped 
from a camp near the Adriatic coast 
two or three days after the Armistice. 
Within 24 hours we all, it seemed, had 
been spontaneously hidden and fed by 
the Italian countrypeople. 

To record and. in a small way, to 
compensate for that generosity and 
courage, the Monte San Martino 
Trust was founded by former PoWs to 
give study bursaries in this country to 
young Italians, in six years some sixty 
bursaries have been awarded, mostly 
to descendants of those who helped us 
— four of whom had grandparents 
shot for so doing. 

Yours very truly, 

J. KEITH KILLSY 
(Honorary Secretary), 

Monte San Martino Trust, 

Flat 7. IS LamboUe Road, NWS. 
December 27. 


Fair shares In business 

From Mr John A rgenti 

Sir, I am at a loss to understand what 
the Centre for Tomorrow's Company 
is saying f Board rooms too biased to¬ 
wards the shareholders", report Busi¬ 
ness, December 30). Are they suggest¬ 
ing that a company should not be run 
for the benefit of the shareholders (ie. 
with just one bottom line) but for the 
benefit of all the stakeholders — in 
other words with five bottom fines, 
one each for the employees, the cus¬ 
tomers, the shareholders, the sup¬ 
pliers and the community? What a 
nightmare. 

The idea that companies “should be 
run for all concerned" has always 
been highly seductive; but, with few 
exceptions, several decades of nation¬ 
alisation, communes, kibbutzim, mu¬ 
tuals, cooperatives, communism and 
the “social market" generally suggest 
that, for reasons too numerous to 
mention here, it simply does not work. 
Heaven protect us from another ex¬ 
periment on these lines. 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN ARGENTI. 

Pettjsiree Lodge, 

Woodbridge, Suffolk. 

December 30. 


Melting pots 

From Mr Richard and 
Mr Peter Harden 

Sir. It is a shame that self-confessed 
New Yorker. Mr Irwin Stelzer (“A tale 
of gastronomy in two rities". Decem¬ 
ber 19) compares the restaurant cul¬ 
ture of the Big Apple with a London 
which does nor exist. 

Anyone who says, for example, that 
“Londoners’ infatuation with Thai 
cooking is attributable in good pan to 
foe opening here of New York's Vong" 
might fairly be asked to explain how rt 
is that foe effect preceded its alleged 
cause by about half a decade. 

And anyone who largely blames 
service deficiencies on the fact that 
many London staff “come from Italy, 
where casualness has a meaning all 
its own" seems oblivious to the melt¬ 
ing pot of nationalities represented by 
London's wailing staff (among which 
Italians seem nowadays to be, if any¬ 
thing. under-represented). 

Yours faithfully. 

RICHARD HARDEN, 

PETER HARDEN 
(Editors). Harden's Guides. 

29 Villiers Street. WC2. 

December 23. 


Welfare of the child paramount in adoption process 


From Professor Emeritus 
John Triselioiis 

Sir. The Prime Minister's plea in pri¬ 
vatise adoption (report. December 27) 
will do nothing more than replace the 
antics of a handfui of politically cor¬ 
rect individuals with, political doc¬ 
trine, none of which has an>:hina :o 
do with the welfare of children. 

For over twenty \ears now ar.d be¬ 
cause of social and demographic 
changes very few babies are being 
adopted each year. This is unlike.';, to 
change. 

Britain. howerer. has possibly :hv 
best record anywhere, ar.d certainly 
compared withcor.nnentai Europe, in 
the way ir has found permanent adop¬ 
tive homo for older children and chil¬ 
dren with special needs. This has 
largely been due to the dedication cf 
thousands of committed social work¬ 
ers, in both voluntary and Ivcal auth¬ 
ority social services department*, who 
developed new skills ar.d new ways of 
helping children to suxrt a new life in 
new families. The research evidence 
about these achievements ;> irrefut¬ 
able. 

The example from tine United 
States, where independent and third 
party adoptions have beer, allowed to 
flourish, has exposed the exploitation 
and sometimes covert sale of children 
to an extent only surpassed by some 
developing countries. 

Adoption policy and practice r.eed 


Royal engagements 

From Mr Tim O'Donovan 

Sir 1 have carried out a survey of the 
official engagements undertaken by 
the Royal Family during 1996. as re¬ 
ported in the Court Circular. 

A B C D E 
The Queen 155 79 275 509 76 

Duke of Edinburgh 172 149 45 364 255 

Queen Mother 2$ II 19 5S - 

Prince of Wales 227 S7 103 417 

Duke of York 52 13 II 7b S3 

Prince Edward 49 44 22 115 55 

Princess Royal 507 113 44 514 93 

Princess Margaret S6 22 6 114 18 

Duke of Gloucester 107 30 14 151 76 

Duchess of Gloucester 87 26 15 128 IS 


Duke of Kent 136 45 25 20b 51 

Duchess of Kent 53 6 6 65 10 

Princess Alexandra Sb 21 12 119 7 

A official visits, opening ceremonies and 
other engagements 

B receptions, lunches, dinners and ban¬ 
quets 

C other engagements, including investi¬ 
tures. meetings attended and audiences 
given 

D total number of engagements in UK 
E engagements on official overseas tours. 

Twenty-eight engagements by the 
Princess of Wales were recorded in the 
Court Circular, prior to the decree ab¬ 
solute of her divorce, declared on Aug¬ 
ust 28. 


Gulf War illness 

From Mr Tam DafyelL 
MP for Lirtlithgow f Labou r) 

Sir. If Earl Baldwin of Bewdley and 
the former Speaker and their co-sig¬ 
natories (letter. December 2S) had 
glanced through Hansard they would 
have noticed that the Opposition De¬ 
fence Spokesman. David Clark, first 
raised what is now known as Gulf 
War syndrome on June 10. 1993. 
Moreover the Gulf War Veterans As¬ 
sociation was formed as a result of a 
meeting in his office in mid-lW. 

If tiiere is to be "credit'' it should go 
to the GWVA. True, the Countess of 
Mar had asked many questions on 
sheep-dip and organophosphates. 


Message of hope 

From Air Simon Bird 

Sir, I am very pleased that during Lhe 
last few weeks The Times has given 
space to issues in which I am involved 
and which are close to my heart: the 
Alpha course originating from Holy 
Trinity. Brampton: the Family Caring 
Trust parenting course; and further 
debate of abortion issues. But 1 was 
particularly touched by the leading 
article on Christmas Eve. which gave 
a sensitive and moving account of the 
truth, significance and relevance of 
Jesus’s birth. 

The press is often criticised for fuel¬ 
ling a decline in society’s values by its 
negative and destructive slant- But in 
these instances The Time s is to be con¬ 
gratulated for giving publicity to some 
of the means by wh'ich, in my view, a 
whole and healthy society may be cre¬ 
ated by renewed relationships with 
God and in the home. 

Yours sincerely. 

SIMON BIRD. 

71 Wilderness Road. 

Earley, Reading. Berkshire. 
December 30. 


Gas and gaiters 

From Mr W. Woodruff 

Sir. Replying to a complaint, a letter I 
received from British Gas starts: “Fur¬ 
ther to our convocation on 10 Decem¬ 
ber". 

Well, J suppose ir might work. 

Yours in faith. 

\V. WOODRUFF. 

Great Oaks. 3b Court Road, 
lekenham, Middlesex. 

December 24. 


Letters to the Editor should carry a 
daytime telephone number. They 
may be sent to a fax number — 
0171-782 5046. 


to be based on what is empirically 
known to tv good fur children, rather 
than what is seen 10 be good for the 
market and ibe interests of the adults. 
A reium in ihe abuses of the Iasi cen¬ 
tury is not the answer. The answer is 
to consolidate and build on the 
achievements so far. 

Yours faithfully. 

J. TRISELIOTIS 
(International Social 
Sciences Institute. 

University of Edinburgh), 

20 Braid Farm Road. 

Edinburgh 10. 

December 30. 

From Air Malcolm Hanney 

Sir. You report Sir W'illiam Lining as 
saying that the adoption process 
ought to be carried out by government 
and not delegated to other authorities. 
This appears to me somewhat blinker¬ 
ed. 

My wife and I adopted our children 
when wc were living in the United 
States. We worked through a chari¬ 
table organisation that put the inter¬ 
ests of the child firsl. those of die birth- 
mother second, and of the adoptive 
parents third. The binhmothcr had a 
real say in who would be the parents 
of her child. In such circumstances, 
adoption can represent a real alterna¬ 
tive to abortion which, as you repnn 
■'December 2SI. was a choice taken bv 
170.000 women in the UK last vear." 


The Royal Family carried out a iota) 
of 3.712 official engagements at home 
and overseas. Charities are important 
beneficiaries of this work: for exam¬ 
ple. the Prince of Wales's charities 
raised £20 million this year for under¬ 
privileged young people, the homeless 
and disabled. 

It must not be forgotten that, in ad¬ 
dition to foe duration of these engage¬ 
ments. there is also foe rime taken in 
preparation, whether it be a visit, in¬ 
vestiture or speech. 

Except for Christmas Day and Eas¬ 
ter Day. the Queen effectively never 
has a day off from foe official red 
boxes which pursue her everywhere. 
Again, the Queen Mother has contin¬ 
ued to work at the remarkable age of 
96. 

Overseas visits are packed with en¬ 
gagements. In foe case of the Queen’s 
and Prince Philip's visit to Thailand in 
October, five gruelling days were 
spent in heat and humidity.’with no 
time to acclimatise: tough’ going for 
two people who are well over normal 
retirement age. 

Yours faithfully. 

TIM O’DONOVAN. 

Mariners. 

The Avenue. Datchet. Berkshire. 
December 31. 


mentioning a possible connection 
with Gulf War syndrome, in a Lords 
debate on December 12.1994. On Dec¬ 
ember 20. 1994. Mrs Edwina Currie 
had a Commons adjournment debate 
specifically devoted to Gulf W'ar ill¬ 
ness. 

1 was only one of a number of MPs 
of afi parries who not only put ques¬ 
tions but saw ministers about individ¬ 
ual constituency cases of illness result¬ 
ing from service in the Gulf. 

It is simply preposterous to suggest 
that the House of Lords "made the 
running". They didn’t. Members of 
the Commons did. 

Yours etc, 

TAM DALYELL 
House of Commons. 


Mormon success 

From Mr Julian Bell 

Sir, Giles Whiiteil's report from Salt 
Lake City. “Mormons prosper as 
pews and coffers fill" (December 2b). 
is a gross misrepresentation of whal 
by his own admission is "one of the 
fastest-growing creeds in the world". 
His constant references to "financial 
profitability" as a motivating force be¬ 
hind the Mormon leaders is an insult 
to foe ten million members world¬ 
wide. 

As a lifelong British Mormon I have 
received back from foe church infin¬ 
itely more than I have ever given (yes. 
I do pay tithing), both spiritually and 
financially. 

In the morally bankrupt society we 
find ourselves in. I would have 
thought a financially solvent and mor¬ 
ally steadfast church should be wel¬ 
comed with open arms. 

Perhaps this accounts for the Mor¬ 
mons' success. 

Yours sincerely. 

JULIAN BELL 

221 Noel Road, West Acton. W3. 
December 27. 


Fully furnished 

Front Mr S. B C. Evelegh 

Sir. Conjugating mensa (the table not 
foe organisation), aged S. 1 wondered 
at foe need for a vocative, believing it 
unlikely that any sane person would 
address furniture. 

Years later, working for The plan¬ 
ning committee of an inncr-London 
borough. I realised how prescient the 
Romans were (letters. December 18.23 
and 30). 

Yours faithfully, 

SHAUN EVELEGH, 

Caimbrook, 

Fairy Road. Sea view. 

Isle of Wight. 

December 30. 


As a councillor on Bath and North 
East Somerset Council ami a member 
of its adoption and fostering panel. I 
know how complex the issues of child¬ 
ren in care and adoption are. I do not 
believe that the current arrangements 
shnuld never be reviewed unquestion¬ 
ed but we must be careful not to allow 
political correctness ><> have an undue 
influence. 

The comments of the Professor of 
Social Work at East Anglia Univer¬ 
sity'. that sbing up a baby for adop¬ 
tion ail present long-term mental 
health problems and "has a similar 
impact to being sexually assaulted", 
are depressing to say the least. Adop¬ 
tion has. unfortunately, become a less 
straightforward option than abortion 
for a pregnant woman unable or un¬ 
willing to keep her child. 

My wife and I will try to convey to 
our children mow aged u and 3j how 
difficult it was for their birthmothers 
to go through pregnancy when the 
choice of abenfon was available, and 
to chuose and trust us to be the adop¬ 
tive parents of rheir children. We can 
only hope that our children, when 
they are older, will lose and respect 
their birthmothers for making that 
choice and giving them life. 

Yours faithfullv. 

M ALCOLM HANNEY. 

.Magna House. Battle Lane, 

Chew Magna. Somerset. 

December 31. 


Royal succession 

From MrStuan Dunsford 

Sir. It is doubtful whether Kaiser Wil¬ 
helm II would really have succeeded 
to the British throne in August 1901 
had Lord Archer’s proposed rules for 
the royal succession been in place flct- 
ters, December 17.20,2b). 

Under these rules the Princess Roy¬ 
al. as foe eldest of Queen Victoria’s 
children, would indeed have been heir 
to the throne, but it is unlikely that, as 
foe heir, she would have been married 
ro a prince in line of succession to foe 
Prussian crown. 

She would have remained in Brit¬ 
ain being prepared for her destiny, as 
was her mofoer before her accession. 
Any marriage would probably have 
been io a minor prince, who would be 
agreeable to spending foe rest of his 
life in this country. 

Yours faithfully, 

STUART DUNSFORD. 

I S3 Sheen Lane. East Sheen. SWI4. 
December 30. 


Profit margin 

From Mr Gerhard Both. 

CEng. MIMechE 

Sir. I have been looking for a long 
rime for such a good example of the 
private sector's greed for profit as that 
presented by your report "Eritrea lab¬ 
ours to put historic railway back on 
the tracks" (December 21). 

A private consortium lof "experts"?! 
presented the Eritrean Govemmenr 
with an estimate of E250 million for 
foe restoration of the railway; public 
ownership managed to do the job suc¬ 
cessfully with only £3 million. 

A mark-up of more than S.000 per 
cent by private enterprise? I am not 
surprised. In my own experience this 
is not too unusual. 

Yours sincerely. 

G. BOTH, 
o Newick Close, 

Seaford. East Sussex. 

December 24. 


Forever young? 

From Mr Christopher God ley 

Sir. I was delighted to read the lener 
from my father. Lord Ki!bracken, on 
the subject of ‘‘fathers who smoke" 
I December 30>. In it. he describes him¬ 
self as a smoking father with young 
children. 

Tomorrow is my 52nd birthday! 
Yours etc. 

CHRISTOPHER GODLEY. 

Four Firs. Mariey Lane, 

Haslemere. Surrey. 

New Year's Eve. 


Young as you feel 

From Mr Robert A. Cranford 

Sir. Mr Donald Cross (lener. Decem¬ 
ber 19) raises a matter of relativity 
over the term “elderly” for a man of 
62- I, 77, am asked to fill Hdp the 
Aged envelopes. 

Yours faithfully. 

ROBERT A CRAWFORD. 

8 Acacia Avenue. 

Ruislip, Middlesex. 


Sands of time 

From Miss Gillian Ross 

Sir, It is. I fear, true that foe older one 
gets, the quicker time passes. “Infini¬ 
tesimal” is the only way I can describe 
the gap between the end of one foot¬ 
ball season and foe start of the next. 

But wait — in the space of what 
seemed no longer than 24 hours 
“leaves on the line" became "foe 
wrong type of snow”. 

Time is slipping away before my 
very eyes. 

Yours etc. 

GILLIAN A. ROSS. 

20 Turners Meadow Way. 
Beckenham. Kent. 

December 30. 
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SOCIAL 

NEWS 


Prince Edward, as Pa cron. wi}i 
attend a concen given by the 
National Youth Orchestra of Scot¬ 
land at Glasgow Royal Concen 
Hall on Sunday. January 5. 


New Year’s Day 
birthdays 

Dr Jack Birks. company chair¬ 
man. 77: lord Colwyn. SS; Sir 
James Crane, former HM Chief 
inspector of Constabulary- 76: Mr 
John Fuller, writer. 60; Lord 
Kmgsiand. QC. 55; Baroness Lloyd 
of Highbury. 69: Sir Albert 
MeQuarrie. former MP. 79: Dr 
James Merriman. farmer chair¬ 
man. National Computing Centre. 
S 3 : Mr James Moorhoase. MEP. 
73; Colonel P-A. Porteous. VC 79; 
Mrs Fatience Purdy, former presi¬ 
dent. National Council of Women 
of Great Britain, 6& Professor R-A. 
Raphael FRS. chemist. 76; Mr 
Lawrence Rowe, cricketer. Mr 
J.D. Salinger, author. 78: Lord 
Swansea. 72. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Lorenzo de Medici (The 
Magnificent), Florence. 1449; 
Katherine Philips, poet. London, 
1631: Paul Revere, American pa¬ 
triot. Boston, Massachusetts, 1735: 
Maria Edgeworth, novelist. 
Blackbounon. Oxfordshire. 1767; 
Arthur Hugh Clough, poet. 
Liverpool. ISI9; Sir Janies Frazer, 
anthropologist. Glasgow. 1S54: 
Henrv Handel Richardson (pen- 
name of Ethel Florence Lindesay). 
novelise. Melbourne. 1570: E.M. 
Forster, novelist. London. IS79; 
William Fox. film producer. Hun¬ 
gary. 1879; Martin Niemoller. anti- 
Nazi priest. UppsiadL Germany. 
1892; J. Edgar Hoover, founder of 
the FBI. Washington. 1S95: H.A.R. 
(Kim] Philty. British double agent. 
Ambala. India, 1911; Jack de 
Manio. broadcaster. 1914. 
DEATHS: William Wycherley, 
dramatist, London. 1716: James 
Francis Edward Stuart the "Old 
Pretender”. Rome. 1766; Johann 
Christian Bach, composer. 
London. 1782; Heinrich Hera, 
physicist Bonn. 1894; Sir Edwin 
Lutyens, architect London. 1944: 
Maurice Chevalier, actor and 
singer. Paris. 1972; John Aloysius 
Costello. Prime Minister of Ireland 
1948-51 and 1954-57.1976. 

The Daily Universal Register (re¬ 
named The Times on January' (. 
1788). was founded. 1785. 

Act of Union between Great 
Britain and Ireland came into 
forts. 1801. 

The Commonwealth of Australia 
was established with Edmund 
Barton as the first prime minister. 
(901. 

Farthing ceased to be legal tender. 
1961. 

Britain entered the Common Mar¬ 
ket 1973. 


Church of Scotland 

Introduction 

The Rev John BimHI, to full-time 
Chaplain at Perth Royal 
Infirmary. 

Ordination and induction 
The Rev Jennifer Booth. Part-time 
Associate to South Leith. 
Edinburgh. 

The Rev Linda J Broadley to 
Caputh, Cluttie and Kinclaven. 
The Rev Dennis S Rose, to 
Kirkmahne. 

Translations 

The Rev A David K Anion, from 
Netheriee. Glasgow to Hope Park. 
St Andrews. 

The Rev Kevin Mackenzie, from 
Ochiltree w Stair to Westwood. 
East Kilbride. 

The Rev Harry J Brown, from 
Benholm and Johns haven w 
Garvock St Cyrus to Menzieshiif, 
Dundee. 

Retirements 

The Rev H Marshall Gibson, from 
St Thomas' Galfowgate. Glasgow. 
The Rev Peter Youngson. from St 
Andrew's. Kirriemuir. 

The Rev Alexander Muir, from 
Carinish. 

The Rev Philip Earns haw. from 
Pbiiokshields. Glasgow. 

The Rev John M M Macanhur. 
from St Calumha, Glasgow. 

The Rev Gilbert Thomson, from 
Christ's Kirk. Glenrothes. 
Auxiliary Minister ordained 
The Rev James H Simpson, to 
T rinity. Dundee. 


Appointments 

Nuffield Trust for the Farces or 
the Crown 

Alderman Sir Brian Jenkins lias 
been appointed a Trustee with 
effect from December 31. 



Forthcoming 

marriages 


A view from inside the new hangar designed by Sir Norman Foster to house American war planes at Doxford air museum 

£llm air museum is ready for takeoff 


By John Shaw 


CHRISTMAS greetings are still 
scrawled in the cockpit window dust 
of a B52 bomber and workmen's litter 
covers the floor, but work is about to 
finish on one of the most striking new 
museums in Europe. 

The Ell million American air muse¬ 
um at Duxford near Cambridge, 
designed by Sir Norman Foster, will 
be completed next month and formal¬ 
ly handed over to the Imperial War 
Museum. The interior will then be 
fitted out ready for an opening in June 
or July. 

It will house 21 historic American 
military aircraft from a First World 
War biplane to supersonic jets used in 
the Gulf War. Some exhibits are 
suspended from the ceiling as if in 
flight like a black U2 spy plane which 
carried out missions over China in the 
early Sixties. 

The building is a tribute not only to 
the rise of American global air power 
but is also intended as a memorial to 
foe 30.000 US airmen who were lulled 
flying from British bases, including 
Duxford. during the Second World- 
War. 

The scheme is a flagship project for 
the Heritage Lottery Fund. Frank 
Crosby, marketing manager at 
Duxford, said it was the first major 
museum construction project com¬ 
pleted from start to finish with £6.5 
million of lottery money. “The fund 


provided the hulk of toe money with 
the rest coming from private sources. 
They ranged from Saudi Arabia 
which contributed $1 million (about 
E600.000) to mailshots among service¬ 
men and companies in the United 
States. We still need $1 million." 

Looking out over the exhibits, many 
shrouded in protective plastic sheet¬ 
ing be said* “We are confident about 
raising the money. This is a major 
scheme which will be one of the finest 
museums in Europe." 

The aircraft have been arranged 
under a huge precast concrete span 
with massive windows at one end 
which can lift up to allow exhibits to 
be changed. Computer-aided design 
techniques were used to arrange toe 
aircraft on the 77.000 sq ft space 
before they were moved in before 
Christmas. 

Sir Norman has designed the 
building as a section of a torus, a 
geometric structure toe public will 
recognise as being like part of an 
aircraft wing tip. sliced across at its 
thickest section. ... 

Visitors will enter at mezzanine 
level looking straight into the B52 
cockpit The bomber flew on opera¬ 
tions in the Vietnam War and has a 
185ft wing span. It is both the biggest 
exhibit and the centre piece of the 
display. 

Mr Crosby said* “We are not just 



The earliest exhibit a biplane from the First World War 


going to say: ‘Here’s a B52,' we are 
going to explain both its role in 
American air power and bow that fits 
into the history of toe twentieth 
century." 

The aircraft went into service in 
1954 and would still be on front line 
duty well into the next century, be 
said. “It's a very durable aircraft, 
nothing else has come dose to that 
record" 

The 4500ft Duxford runway is the 
shortest ever used for a B52 landing 
and the massive plane is the only one 
of its type on public display outside 
the US. 


Former President Bush has given 
permission for a Grumman Avenger 
torpedo bomber to be painted m the 
colours of the version he flew in the 
South Pacific during the Second 
World Wan It hangs from the cdfing 
near toe UZ 

But the exhibits are not without 
their ironies. On the ground below is 
an SA2 missile of the type used by the 
Russians to shoot down toe spy plane 
flown by Francis Gary Powers which 
caused an international incident 
when he was caught Spying over 
the Afghan Soviet border In May 
1960. 


Jesuit papers may hold key to Inka language I ***** ™ Us 


By Norman Hammond, archaeology correspondent 


a Manuscript which could be 
"a Rosetta Stone for Andean 
scholarship" has been found in an 
Italian archive. Titled a History 
and Rudiments of the Language of 
the Peruvians, the manuscript, if 
genuine, could provide a key to the 
tost language of the quipus. the 
knotted cords used by the Inka for 
communication through their 
empire. 

The document claims that "there 
is a general quipu used by every¬ 
one for numbering and daily 
communication, and another 
quipu for keeping all religious and 
caste secrets, known only to the 
Kings, the Virgins of the Sun. the 
Priests, and the Philosophers’ - . 
Although the Spanish conquis¬ 
tadors destroyed as many as they 
could, some survived, and Father 
Bias Valera, a half-Inka JesuiL was 
said to be able to read them easily. 

Purportedly wrinen early in the 
17th century by two Italian Jesuits. 
Joan Antonio Cum is and Joan 
Anello Oliva, together with three 
pages of drawings by Valera, the 
nine folios of text and their later 
binding are in the family papers of 
the Neapolitan historian Clara 
Micrinelli. She published a short 


book on them. Quipu: The Talking 
Knots of the Mysterious Inka in 
1993. but it received little academic 
attention. 

Now Professor Laura 
Laurendch Mmelli of the Univer¬ 
sity of Bologna, convinced of its 
authenticity, has brought the 
manuscript to public attention 
again, but some noted Inka experts 
believe it to be a fake. 

Professor Gary Unon of Colgate 
University notes that most 
Peruivan documents are "boring 
and uninformative", while this one 
“wraps up the whole of Peruvian 
history in a dozen pages, a highly 
remarkable and therefore sus¬ 
picious document in its complete¬ 
ness and its insistence on its own 
authenticity". 

"The document claims that lit¬ 
erary quipus were wrinen with 
woven symbols and knotted cords: 
each symbol was a word key. for a 
limited range of terms that could 
be changed using particles and 
suffixes. The number of knots 
below the symbol showed which 
syllable of the word was to be 
enunciated. 

The name of the Inka deity 
Pachacamac would be divided Pa¬ 


cha-ca-mac "pacha" also meant 
“time" in Quechua, and could be 
denoted by indicating with one and 
two knots the first two syllables in 
the key symbol for the god's name. 

Cumis’ part of the manuscript 
includes a brief list of word keys 
and their quipu equivalents. The 
drawings said to be by Bias Valera 
purport to show how die Inka 
poem Sumac .Vusta — “Beautiful 
Princess' was written, and a quipu 
fragment accompanying the docu¬ 
ment is said to encode lines from 
the poem. 

Equally controversial, however, 
are the historical claims the docu¬ 
ment makes. Oliva says that 
Francisco Puzrro, who conquered 
Peru by capturing the Inka em¬ 
peror Aiahuallpa. in feet carried 
out his coup by poisoning the Inka 
generals with wine laced with 
arsenic. 

He also claims that Valera lived 
for nearly a quarter century be¬ 
yond his supposed death in 1596. 
and that Valera's history of the 
conquest of the Inkas was pub¬ 
lished by the famous historian 
Guaman Pbma de Ayala under his 
own name. Valera is said to have 
included a cryptic reference to his 


authorship in an illustration of the 
quipu in Puma's book: the quipu 
shown encodes the opening stanza 
of die Sumac Nusta. 

Inka specialists are divided 
about the authenticity of die docu¬ 
ment apart from Professor 
linen's scepticism. Professor Juan 
Ossio of the CathoCk University in 
Lima pains out that Valera would 
have lacked the knowledge of 
soutbem Peru shown in toe teXL 
Professor John Rowe of the 
University of California at Berke¬ 
ley, toe doyen of Inka scholars, 
believes that die manuscript is "not 
a lake, though its historical content 
is nuher spurious: both Valera and 
Oliva played with tte truth to serve 
their political goals". 

Nevertheless, if it does offer a 
key to the quipus. it would be “a 
tremendous advance". Pr ofe ssor 
Urton said; but unto technical tests 
have been done "we simply have to 
withhold judgement. If we admit a 
document written in recent de¬ 
cades into the literature, we risk 
diverting ourselves from the seri¬ 
ous study of Inka writing". 

Source: Archaeology VoL49 NoA 
5056. 


John George Knowles Kennedy; of 
London Wll, leftE4.080288 net 
He left E.IOOOO to the Cancer 
nesarch Campaign and EJ0.000 to 
Hina MUne to be spent In any way 
that elves her pleasure, rather than 
saved, and wfth thanks for the care- 
ana love so recently enfayed. 
Blanche Theresa Kerman, of 
London Wl. left £4^50,045. 

John Ralph Banka; of Futham, 
London SW6. left EJ .416,757 net. 

He left his residuary estate to Che 
RoynJ Agricultural Society- or 
En glan d. 

Ronald Leopold Demafh, of Gra¬ 
ham, Sumy, left £1,484.658 net. 

t5,ooo eachroUrBamanioX 
TucfcweU Memorial Hospice, 
Oia People's Welfare (Pamnaml 
Cheltenham College ' Charitable 
Trust and Trinity Hau, Cambridge. 
William Keith Robinson, of 
Harrogate. North Yorkshire. left 
£559,642 neL 

He left £10,000 id die Charles and 
Elsie sykes Trust. North Park Road. 

Dorothy Evetyn Trooghtoa. of 
Poulton Le Fylde. Lancashire, left 
£530318 net 

She left shares In her estate to the 
Whitegate Drive Baptist Church, 
Blackpool. Baptist Missionary 
Society. British Epilepsy Society. 
Deaf society. Save the ChUdrea Puna 
and salvation Army. 

Robert Walker Cox, retired char¬ 
tered accountant, of Beestcm. Not¬ 
tingham. left £579.004 neL 
Audrey Muriel Gardner of 
Sunninghill. Berkshire, left 
£732,732 net 


MrfiP.AOmn 
and Mbs RDM. Austin 
the engagement is. announced 
between Guy. younger son of Mr 
and Mis Ray Altaian, Of Far 
Poden. Honeybourne. Worcester¬ 
shire, and Rebecca, daughter of Sir 
Anthony and Lady Austin, of 
Stanbury Manor. Morwenstow. 
Cornwall : ~ ■ 

MrRR Chariton 
and Miss G.V.L. KeOy 
The engagement is announced 
between Ralph, fori of Mr R-B. 
Charlton. •' erf ! Lionel Wood. 
Northumberland, and Georgina 
Guddas. of Stalybridge. Cheshire; 
and Georgina., daughter of Sir 
David and Lady Kelly, of Stanton 
Fence. Northumberland. 

Mr M.LS- Cook 
aad Miss VX. Drake 
The engagement is announced 
between Michael, .younger son of 
Mrs AJM. Cook, of Victoria. 
London, apd the late Mr JJLCook,- 
to.Oaon, Wirral, and Vanessa, 
daughter of lieutenant Colonel 
and Mrs &M.W. Drake, of 
Brambridge, Hampshire. . - 

MrT.KLM. Crabtree . 
and Miss'AX- Hammo nd . 

The engagement 1 is announced 
between Tim. only son of Major 
Ge neral an dMrs Derek Crabtree, 
erf Shrivenham, Oxfordshire, and 
Anne, younger daughter of Mr 
and Mis John Hammond, of 
DurbyMiD. Ham p shire.. ■ 

Mr E.F. Duaean - 
udMurJ&Mdfltndi 
The engagement is announced 
between Euan Duncan. LLB. only 
son of Mr and Mrs Walter 
Duncan, of Forres. Monty, and 
JuBet eider daughter of Mr and 
Mzs Alastair McIntosh,' of 
Gtillarie. East Lotinari. '. 

Mr AJ. Elliott • * 

and Miss F.SJLWOroa 
The engagement is' ahoourioed 
between Alan, younger son of Mr 
and Mis Michael Elliott, of Shef¬ 
field, Yorkshire, and Florence, 
rider daughter of Mr and- Mrs - 
Nicholas Wilson, of Kenihw>rth; 
Warwickshire. 

MrJ.C. Frasris-Jones 
and Mte A-R. MoKoy 
The engagement is announced 
between James, rider son of 
Captain and Mrs Jake Frands- 
Jones, to Wbodtawn House, Zeals. 
Wiltshire, arid Anna-Rose, daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs Anthony 
Molkty, of Qnssogoe Home. 
Thuries, Co Tipperary, Irdand: 

MrC Hobt-Roaess .. ... . . 
and Miss LB. Frost 
Hie engagement is announced 
between Carl younger son of Dr 
Rohr and Dr June HolstRoness^ of 
Hazstad. Norway and Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, and Lannt,~tiaughter 
of Mr arid Mis R-S. Frost, of 
BadgwqrthrSametseL - . ’. :. 

MrG.W.Kenton - •: 
and Mi® ELM. Baric 
The -engagement announced 
between Geoffrey,"son of Mr and. 
Mrs Kchaid TCfcnmnr of. Wfest" 
Boring t nn . Dorset, and Elizabeth, 
elder daughter to Mr and Mrs' 
Richard Earle, ontymtlntrinseci. .- 
• Dorset. / . - ' ....” . . . . 

Mr J.WJL Uvcsey 
sod Miss JJLMHtea 
The engagement is announced 
between John, son to Judge R-J.D. 
Livesey. QC. arid Mrs Gvesey.and- 
Joa/zna. daughter to Mr and Mrs 
W.M31esi.bototoSautopoit v ’ 

MrD.NJ. Logne '’ vx 
and Miss RA. Stall? ./■ 

The engagement is announced 
between Declan, son of Mr. and 
Mrs Seamus Logne, ' .of 
Birmingham, and Boodicca. 
daughter to Mrs Ann SfalWluvf 
the. late Rev Arthur Stafly, rf 
Aioester, Warwickshire...' 

Mr SJ. Master 
and Min JLLi Cope ; 

The engagement is a nnoun ce d :, 
between Steven, elder son to Mr 
and Mrs JLG-Masfen, of, Iver, 
South Buckinghamshire, and- 
Janey, daughter of Group Captain 
and Mre A.W. Cope, to 
Medmenham, Buckinghamshire. ■ 

Mr M-A, Matber-Lecs 
and Miss PAJ. Cook , 

The engagement is announced, 
betweenMtehael.sontoMrsM.4>. : 

ffescod, to Bran. - Powys ■£***■' 
stepson of the late Mr R-F- Pescod, - 
OBE,''and Pandora, daughter of 
Dr , and Mis Michael Cook, of 
Exeter. * • 

Mr £E. Ootbraife 

and MinP- Ycc .. J ... 

The engag em ent is announced . 
briofem James, son of Captain and 
Mrs .Brian... Outhwaite. • of 
Westbocme, ^West Sussex, arid 
Polly, daug ht er of Mr and : Mrs . 
King G Yee. of Woodside. Hew; 


Major JJL1- Paarkk.MVa 
aad Miss LA. CYComtefi 
The engagement is announced 
between Major James Fatridk. 
lrifo Guards, , son qf. lieutenant 
Commander .and Mis John Pat¬ 
rick. of Bourne End. Budtinebam- 
foire. and Lude. eldesi daughter of 
Surgeon Captain and Mrs , Mor¬ 
gan CFConnefl. to . Wickham. 
H amp shire. 

Mr CJ. Patdson " 
and Miss JCV. podds ■ 

The enffl a e mag is amntaaed 
..between Christopher, son of-Mrs 
M.B. Nutter, to Rkhnand. North 
Yorkshire and toe. late Mr KJ- 

PBtrisan, uid Katie, rider daughter 
. to Sqiredroci. Leader and Mrs C.N. 
Dodds. aTGrayfoott, Sumy.' - 

MrSA-Pomey • 

and MissA-G. McLanghfia -. 

The engagement is announced 
between Stuart son to. Mr and 
Mrs Anthony Penney. afHastings, 
arid Aims, dataller to Mr Wai- 
ard McLaughlin, "to Canoabury, 
-London, and Mrs Penny Foster, to 
Tunbridge Wells. 7. ' 

Mr JTL Price . 
and Miss TJJL Yates 
The engagement is announced 
between: Joseph, sari to Mr Ed¬ 
mund Price and Mrs Elizabeth 
Price, to Tyla Gfats. CaetphUly.. 
jmd Jane, daughter to Dr arid Mrs 
fvan Yates, of Juggs, Cbmer. 
Kngsmtu Sussex; 

Mr B. Since 
and Miss K. MacIntyre 
The engagement is announced 
between Ben, younger son of Mr 
and Mrs -Michael Srnee. to 
Musbuxy,: Devon, and Kate, 
daughter 'of Mr and Mrs- Mark 
MacIntyre, to Budham. West 
Sussex; 

Mr GJ. von Borg III 
and Miss SJEL Shdbourne 
The engagement is announced 
between GeorgeJosefllL rider son 
to Mr and Mrs George Josef von 
Burg, ofBettiach. Switcerland and 
Hong Kkq, arid Sophia. Efea- 
beth. younger daughter of Mr and 
Mrs M-Q Shribourae. to The 
Manor Hoose. Sohara.' Ely. 
Caritoridgesfaire 

Mr Si. Walker 
and Miss SJUL Benge 
The Mpgwnmt is- announced 
between Simon, rider son to Mr 
Bmy 'Walker, to Monxakfainb. 

. Italy, and Mrs Hazel Walter, to 
CJjdesbary Common. Bodtoig- 
.harnfojre. arid ’Sophie, rider 
. daughter of Mr .and Mrs John 
tiengei - to. thrnham RcryaL 

Mr H.D. WaDtiofoaw . - - 
anti Mira AA. Hfcwes 
The engagement is announced 
hexwem Hugo, son to Mr O&l 
W alkhtsbaw.af Co m pton . Surrey, 
-.and Mrr Pierre . Rostand,: of 
B ea ul ieu. Hampsh ire . and Jufia, 

. eldest daughter to Mr and Mis 
Robert...Hawo,' to-.^CbSson. 
.Gxfordfoire.'... ■ ( ;. • v-’ ’ j 

Marriages 

MxAJLCatBmoa • - 
and Miss E. Rickards 

The marriage took place yesterday 
aiSt Marjra. Borwick.Carnfbrth. 
■■ T-gnca.Arn ei of Mr Anthnny R. 

CoQmsoa rider son to Mr Jack 
CQBna aq to Qnrity, Isie to Man, 
and. of Mrs bene ColEfobn. of 
Burton Old : HaD,' Burttto-in-Rai- 
daL Cumbria.- id Miss Edwina 
Ridcxrds. younger dau^iter to 
Gomaoider Arthur Rkaarijls and 
foe late foe Hon.Mn Ridcards»pf 
Scotland. Canon F^. Oddy offiri- 
ajed- ' 

. • The bride, vfoo was gjvon in 
marriage by her fitoier, was at¬ 
tended'by Poppy Henrietta 
Ctohnson and Mrs Dougbs Da¬ 
vies. Mr Thpnws Antfrew: Hoyle 
^was-beatnate-'. 

; Mr AM. Briggs 
anti Mira AJH.C- Fowte 
vTbe manj^ Tock plare on Sat- 
, urday, December 28. ta JR Paul's 
CathedraL- to Mr Arteagr Briggs, 
youngs' scat to die' We Mr 
Xerineth Briggs and. to Mrs 
Briggs, to Smxferiand, and Miss 
. AHce Ebwfer. eldest daughter of 
Mr arid Mra Peter . Rflter, at 
London. The Rev Joint, lees 
•tofleDated. • 

•;ihe bride; who. whs m 
marriage.by her fafoer >; waa at-- 
; tended by Louise and ^hfonas 
Briggs. Mr Paul Burfoot and Mr 
Paid Bri^s were best root 'r 
' A reception was . held, *«t Wc 
NaylbTS, Qerkenwefl, and foe 
honeymoon wffi-be spriif^a San 
Frandsoo.and HawtoL Vv -.. 
MrCW.Brom . 
and MfesE-C-JaekSn* r . 
The nuttriaw .totob^a«. on. 
December 3L at .St patridrt. 

^Chuifo.Southpoti,afCraig.scnto 
Mr ,and Mrs William ptown. to 
Emma, rider daototter of and 
Mrs Rlcbaid Jackfin. • 


BMDS: 0171680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


Z »AaU appoint sbapbazds who 
wUI tsnd ay ihrap, n that 
ttWnr again arm tb«T know 
fur or dhmxf at panish- 
an>L Jeraatlah 23 : 4 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


“ TRADE: 01714SJ1982 
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Obituaries 


Sir WflKam Brown, CBE. 
. <*«f executive of Scottish 

Tetevi«oxi. 1966^0. and 
d *? inna a of file Scottish 
Arts Council, 1992-96, 
died ofa brain tmnonr on 

29 aged 67. He 
was born on June 24, 
1929. 


SIR WILLIAM BROWN 


B UI Brown presided 
over the modernis¬ 
ation of Scottish Tele¬ 
vision. securing the 
luture of a company which 
.seemed bound for oblivion; 
and he chaired the Scottish 
Arts Council during a period 
of unusual difficulty. In both 
roles he showed deep integrity 
allied to exceptional gifts of 
analysis, vision and leader¬ 
ship. 

He had an unassuming 
charm, combining old-fash¬ 
ioned courtesy and a genuine 
interest in others with avigour 
that seemed ageless. He also 
had the tough-mindedness to 
understand and confront 
change and was able to say 
unpalatable things in a way 
which offended nobody but 
forced them, too, to be 
realistic. 

William Brown was educat¬ 
ed at Ayr Academy and Edin- 
Tsurgh University, where he 
qualified as an accountant, 
and spent his National Service 
in the Royal Artillery. His long 
association with Scottish Tele¬ 
vision began in 1957, a year 
after Roy Thomson's station 
went on the air, when he 
became its London sales 
manager. 

About the best that could be 
said of STV at that time was 
that its local programmes 
were cheap and meerfuL This 
was a euphemism for shoddi¬ 
ness and inanity. Most of what 
came out of the studios in die 
Theatre Royal, Glasgow, such 
as die One CTClock Gang, 
will be remembered ardy. by. 
those with a cultist penchant 
for dire television- Muchtrf the 
rest was brought in. from 
England ami America. 

With an excess of candour 
Roy Thomson called the sta¬ 
tion a licence to prinr money. It 
was a remark that ertraged the 
regulatory establishment. 
Nemesis came in 1969 when - 
the Independteit Television 
Authority demanded. tint 
Thomson reduce his share¬ 
holding to 25 per .-cent. Tte, . 


■faMfly decided to get out of 
' STV altogether. \ 

The result was an exception- - 
ally difficult round of negotia¬ 
tions for Brown, who had been 
appointed managing director ' 
m-1%6, especially since the 
sale of the_ Thomson share-. 
holding coincided 'with the 
destruction by fire of the 
Theatre Royal and the STV 
studios. 

, But much good came of foe 
change. The diffusion of the- 
STV ownership gave Brown 
considerable freedom of ac- 
tion, and he moved to restore 
first the station’s fabric and 
then its reputation. STV . 
moved to new studios and * 
offices at Cowcaddens and the 
bid Theatre Royal became the 
headquarters of Scottish Op¬ 
era. Brown, with- Sir Alexan¬ 
der Gibson and others, 
worked entfmsasrically for its 
restoration arid became a di¬ 
rector of the Scottish Opera 
Trust . ; • 

The poverty of STY'S pro¬ 
grammes, Brown saw, would 
not indefinitely be tolerated by 
the regulators; He began to 
stiffen the quality of its output 
— hiring as a producer, 
among others, the young Gor¬ 
don Brown, now Shadow 
Chancellor and in 1985 
'recruited ’ Gus Macdonald 
from Granada as director of 
programmes. To better news 
and documentary pro¬ 
grammes were added popular 
dramas such as Taggart and 
Take the High Road which 
gave STV unprecedented expo¬ 
sure on the network. 

Jeremy Isaacs — later first 
chief of Channel Four, of 
which Brown was a founding • 
director — was commissioned 
to produce a controversial 
film, A Sense of Freedom, 
about the notorious hard man 
turned sculptor, Jimmy Boyle. 
Brown showed coolness under - 
fire when he resisted attacks 
on the film and Isaacs later 
paid tribute to the support 
Brown gave him during Chan- 
nel fburt troubled early days. 

. The two men later had die 
distinction of being jointly 
“handbagged" at a seminar 
called by Mrs Thatcher to 
consider the Peacock report cn 
the liberalisation of television. 
Brown was in the middle of a 
defence of ITVr$ record in 
general and the public-service 1 
ethos in; particular when she 




interrupted him and said that 
- ITV was the "last bastion of 
restrictive practices’*. Turning 
a baleful eye on Isaacs, she 
■ added: “Apart from the Royal 
Opera House” (of which 
Isaacs ' was by now chief 
executive}. Brown's habitual 
urbanity was not disturbed, 
but he seethed privately for a 
long time afterwards. 

As franchise renewal ap¬ 
proached, Brown fought stout¬ 
ly through some bitter 
executive wars to ensure that 
Macdonald would succeed 
him as chief executive (and 
later as chairman). When he 
evtmteutlly stepped down In 
1990 he was the longest- 


serving chief executive in the 
UV federation. In 1991 the 
STV bid to renew its franchise 
was unopposed, although auc¬ 
tions were held elsewhere, and 
the station thus became the 
longest-serving ITV company 
still broadcasting in its origi¬ 
nal region. 

Brown took up an important 
new challenge in 1992when he 
became chairman of the Scot¬ 
tish Arts Council. During his 
term, responsibility for the 
council was devolved from the 
Arts Council of Great Britain 
to the Scottish Office. The flow 
of lottery funds also began. 

But these issues were insig¬ 
nificant beside the crisis over 


Scotland's four major orches¬ 
tras. There was a general 
problem of over-provision and 
a particular anomaly at Scot¬ 
tish Opera, where a standing 
professional orchestra was 50 
per cent under-used. This led 
to a proposal to merge it with 
the BBC Scottish, bitterly op¬ 
posed by the musicians of both 
bands. 

The matter was not resolved 
during Brown's chairmanship 
but his patient diplomacy and 
analytical approach forced all 
parties to recognise that the 
status quo was not an option. 
This set the tone for the 
solution that has now emerged 
— a broad co-operative frame- 


LEW AYRES 


Lew Ayres, American by Paul Bern, then a Rathe 

actor, died on December executive. 

30 aged 8& He was bora Bern gave him a small part 
on December 2&i 1908- • in a silent film. The Sopho- 
. more fl92$,' directed by Leo 
LEW AYRES was adept at McCarey- Moving to MGM. 
playing decent, ■ sensitive^ \ Bern recommended Ayres for 
thoughtful and KkeaWe he- .the second joule lead in 
roes. But he was a’ classic 1 Garbo's; "East . silent film, 
instance of an actor whose .Jacques Feydcfs :-The Kiss 




greatest, most enduring role 
occurred at the onset of his 
career, leading the rest to seem 
antHtiimactic. 

All Quiet on the Western 
From (1930) was only his third 
film. His portrayal- of the 


(1929). It led to a contract with 
Universal and the leading role 
in All. Quiet on the Western 
Front, whidfr won the Best 
Film Oscar and was a critical 
And financial success. 

\ Ayres had reached the peak 




eager young German soldier , of has career, and was consid- 
who becomes sickened with - ered a'potential big star. But 




the Kaiser’s lust for military 
glory in Lewis Milestone’s 
anti-war film of Erich Maria 
Remarque's seminal novel of 
trench life, had a lasting effect 
on the actor's outlook. His 
pacifist views would lead him 
into controversy when the 
United States entered the Sec¬ 
ond World War. 

He was born Lewis Ayer in 
Minneapolis. At the Univer¬ 
sity of Arizona he studied 
medicine, which aided him 
later when he played the first 
screen Dr KildareIna success¬ 
ful series. He was also a sJdlfoi 
player of the piano, banjo and 
guitar. Forsaking a medical 
career he joined a dance band, 
and was spotted playing at die 
Coconut Grove in Los Angeles 


his boyish looks soon proved a 
handicap in films such as 
.Doorway to Hell (1930), in 
which as a bigshbt gangster he 
was completely outclassed try 
James Cagney, ostensibly his 
henchman. 

Nor was he' at ease in 
comedies. Many a Slip (1931) 
foiled as much for its screen¬ 
play as for the forced plaiting 
of its leads, Ayres and Joan 
Bennett. There were momeri- 


Lew Ayres, Lionel Barrymore and Lynne Carver in Young Doctor Kildare (1938) 


and made a succession of 
them at various studios, in¬ 
cluding Republic, located on 
Hollywood’s “Poverty Row" 
where he directed a film 


tary respites from the down- ■ himself. Hearts in Bondage 
ward trajectory, inducting (1936). He was then cast in a 


James Whale’s The Impatient 
Maiden (1932) opposite Mae 
Clarke, and Henry King’s 
State Fair (1933) as the love 
interest of Janet Gaynor. 

By the mkM930s he had 
been relegated to B-pictures, 


main production, George 
Cukor's Holiday (1938), as 
Katharine Hepburn's spoiled 
brother, and performed well 
enough to be noticed again. 

MGM gave him the title 
role in Young Doctor Kildare 


(1938) as an idealistic physi¬ 
cian at odds with the old 
school personified by the 
tetchy Dr Gillespie (Lionel 
Barrymore), and it was the 
first of a popular B-picture 
series. Eight were made with 
him before the public grew 
tired. Meanwhile. Ayres 
played second leads and sup¬ 
porting roles in other films, 
inducting Ice Follies of 1939. 
Broadway Serenade and Re¬ 
member? (all 1939). 
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MUSICAL 


FLIGHTS 


ANNOUNCEMENTS PUBLIC NOTICES 


As a consequence of his 
religious beliefs Ayres had 
registered as a consdentious 
objector. After the United 
States entered the war he said: 
“War is the worst crime. I just 
couldn't bring myself to kill 
other men." However laud¬ 
able his position, ii was totally 
opposed to prevailing national 
sentiment. Louis B. Mayer, 
the mogul of MGM, told him 
that he was finished in pic¬ 
tures, and the leading trade 
newspaper Variety declared 
him “a disgrace". 

Exhibitors declined his 
films and cinemas that still 
showed them were picketed. 
He was replaced in the falter¬ 
ing Kildare series and went to 
work in a logging camp. Later 
he volunteered for non-com- 


work within which Scottish 
Opera and Scottish Ballet will 
share an orchestra. 

At one meeting Brown re¬ 
called that the wife of Anthony 
Eden had said the Suez Canal 
seemed sometimes to flow 
through her living room: 
Brown remarked that the ma¬ 
jor orchestras of Scotland 
seemed to be playing in his. 

Executive staff found Brown 
a shrewd but supportive lead¬ 
er. He was. Gus Macdonald 
noted, a perfect boss — equa¬ 
ble. readily amused, tolerant 
of temperament and the artis¬ 
tic insistence on the right to 
fail. .As chairman of the ans 
council, his staff knew that 
once he was satisfied that a 
policy was soundly based, he 
would give it steadfast sup¬ 
port. 

He hated, above all. to be 
cauuht unbriefed. For a man 
who had achieved much — 
risil servants at the Scottish 
Office regarded him as one of 
the most able laymen ever to 
chair a public body in Scot¬ 
land — he was ur.eriy free of 
pomposity, a quality tie detest¬ 
ed in others. 

He was widely respected, 
also, in the television industry. 
He twice chaired — from 1968- 
70 and I97S-S0 — the council 
that oversees the ITV federa¬ 
tion. and foughr for better 
access to the network of pro¬ 
grammes made by the smaller 
companies. He was awarded 
the Royal Telerisicin Society's 
gold medal for outstanding 
services in I9S4. 

.After his retirement as STV 
chief executive, he served as a 
non-executive chairman until 
this year. 

He also chaired the Scottish 
Amicable life Assurance 
Company from 1989 to 1994. 

He was appointed CBE in 
1971 and was knighted in the 
birthday honours of J99& 
Because of the onset of illness, 
the Duke of Edinburgh 
awarded him the accolade and 
insignia in a private ceremony 
at 'the City Chambers. 
Glasgow. 

He was an indefatigable 
supporter of the arts, and his 
other private passion was golf. 
He was a member of the Royal 
and Ancient, and latterly cap¬ 
tain of Prestwick. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Nancy, three daughters and a 


PROFESSOR S. 
HERBERT FRANKEL 


ha rant service as a medic, 
eventually becoming a chap¬ 
lain’s aide. He saw action, but 
did not fight in the south 
Pacific, and was awarded 
three Silver Stars for 
gallantry. 

After considering entering 
the church, he returned from 
the war a niaturer. better 
actor. His performances as the 
detective in Robert Siodmak’s 
psychological thriller The 
Dark Mirror (1946) and as the 
lawyer in 77ie Unfaithful 
fl947), a remake of 77je Letter 
directed by Vincent Sherman, 
were admirable. As the sym¬ 
pathetic doctor in Johnny 
Belinda (1948), directed by 
Jean Negulesco, he was nomi¬ 
nated for an Academy Award. 
His co-star. Jane Wyman, 
playing a deaf mule, won as 
Best Actress. 

This was not enough to 
restore his career and he 
gradually faded from films, 
announcing that he would 
devote most of his time to 
studying world religions. His 
screen appearances became 
sporadic, including Advise 
and Consent (19621. Banlestar 
Galadica IJ979) and a num¬ 
ber of relerision movies. A 
lengthy documentary. Altars 
of the World (1991) was the 
fruit of his two decades of 
travelling and inter-denomi- 
narional religious study. 

He was married three 
times: to the actresses Lola 
Lane (from 1931 to 1933) and 
Ginger Rogers (from 1934 to 
1941). and. after more than 20 
years as a bachelor, from 1964 
to Diana Hall, a British air 
stewardess, who survives him 
with their son. his only child. 


S, Herbert FrankeL 
Professor of the 
Economics of 
Underdeveloped 
Countries ai Oxford 

University, 1946-71. died 

on D e ce mbe r 11 aged 93. 
He was born on 
November 22.1903. 

HERBERT FRANKEL was 
an eminent economist, an 
educational pioneer and an 
adviser to governments, 
whose distinguished career 
spanned 70 years. He was 
bom in Johannesburg, his 
parents having recently emi¬ 
grated to South Africa from 
Germany. His father's success 
in the grain business was 
interrupted by the First World 
War. when he was forced to 
flee from South Africa to 
j escape internment as an en¬ 
emy alien. 

As a teenager. Sally Herbert 
Frankel not only had 
responsiblity for helping his 
family during his father's' five- 
year absence but also experi¬ 
enced the double prejudice of 
anti-Germanism and anti- 
Semitism. In combination 
with his formative memories 
of the illogicalities of the 
colour bar, this made him a 
lifelong opponent of all forms 
of racial and religious 
segregation. 

He achieved success as one 
of the first graduates of the 
University of the Witwaters- 
rand and then at the London 
School of Economics. His first 
book was published when he 
was 23; at 25 he returned as 
head of Witwatersrand's eco¬ 
nomics department: he was 
appointed professor when he 
was only 28. 

His academic interests w'ere 
a reflection of his close-knit 
family background. Unlike 
many economists, he felt that 
detailed empirical investiga¬ 
tion of the working of real-life 
business was essential. Co¬ 
operation & Competition in 
the Marketing of Mate in 
South Africa (1925) and The 
Railway Polio? of South Africa 
(1928) were early examples of 
his painstaking approach. 

He was a convinced believer 
in the efficacy of the free 
market and an anti-Keynes¬ 
ian. His free market econom¬ 
ics and his anti-racialism built 
on each other. 

As he wrote in his autobiog¬ 
raphy, An Economist's Testi¬ 
mony (1992). he rejected the 
idea that Africans required 
paternal protection or that 
whites benefited from segrega¬ 
tion. What was required by ail 
“was fair economic opportuni¬ 
ty and freedom of choice on 
fair and equal terms". 

As a young professor, 
Frankel soon became a central 
figure in South African life. At 
his university he built a re¬ 
nowned department of eco¬ 
nomics. He co-edited the 
South African Journal of Eco¬ 
nomics. He was the organiser 
of an influential group, includ¬ 
ing Jan H. Hofmeyr, Oliver 
Schreiner and Edgar Brookes, 
who produced in 1930 a liberal 
manifesto for South Africa 
titled Coming of Age: later 
Frankel was a leading contrib¬ 
utor to rhe liberal weekly 
Forum. 

Because of his expertise in 
the economics of railways, 
mines and gold, he was in 
constant demand as a consul¬ 
tant and as a member of 
commissions in South Africa 
and elsewhere. Always close to 
Sir Ernest Oppenheimer. he 
was sent by him in 1930 to 
America to assess the impact 
of the Wall Streeet crash on 
South African goldmining. 

But his role was sometimes 
as much political as economic 
In 1936 he was invited by the 
Jewish Agency to give evi¬ 
dence in Jerusalem to the 
Palestine Royal Commission 
(the Peel Commission). In 
keeping with his economic 
philosophy he argued against 
the view that there exisied in 
Palestine a limited capacity to 
absorb Jewish refugees from 
the Hitler regime. Free eco¬ 
nomic development would 
produce growth and a capaci¬ 


ty to employ an increasing 
number of Arabs as well as 
Jews. 

During the Second World 
War. Frankel acted as a close 
economic adviser to Hofmeyr. 
who had become the Minister 
of Finance in Jan Smuts's 
wartime Government. How¬ 
ever. the anti-war and pro- 
German sentiments of much 
of the Boer population made it 
impolitic for Hofmeyr to give 
public prominence tu 
Frankel’s role and niade it 
unlikely that he would be 
invited into ihe inner circles of 
government in South Africa 
after the war. 

These political conditions 
persuaded Frankel in 1945 to 
accept the offer of a newly- 
created chair at Oxford in 
Colonial Economics. He held 
this position (whose title was 
twice aftered to fit changing 
political realities) from 19-fo 
until his retirement in 1971. He 
was a Fellow 1 of the recently- 
founded Nuffield College dur¬ 
ing these years. 

At Oxford he played a 
leading pan in introducing 
development economics and 
in helping to train colonial 
civil servants. He was respon¬ 
sible for raising the lion's 
share of funds to create Queen 
Elizabeth House and contin¬ 
ued tu advise colonial admin¬ 



istrations in several African 
countries. 

Between 1953 and 1955. he 
was the most active member of 
the East Africa Royal Com¬ 
mission. which investigated 
the future of Kenya (then 
under the impact of the Mau 
Mau rebellion) and of neigh¬ 
bouring territories. However, 
he was out of sympathy with 
the "socialist collectivism" 
then dominating economic 
Thinking in Britain and found 
his closest colleagues among 
his fellow members of the 
Mom Pelerin Society, formed 
in 1947 under the leadership of 
Friedrich Hayek. 

For several years from 1967. 
he taught during the spring 
semesters at the University of 
Virginia, where he valued the 
company of free marketeers 
such as Warren Nutter and 
Gordon Tuliock. Following 
several books on development 
economics, he published 
Money: Two Philosophies 
(1977): 

Frankel was active in Jewish 
and Zionist affairs. In 1925 he 
attended the World Zionist 
Congress in Basie. In the 1930s 
he worked to secure Jewish 
emigration from Germany. 
During and after the Second 
World War. his close relation¬ 
ship with the Oppenheimers 
enabled him to play the key 
role in ensuring that the 
refugee diamond cutters who 
had fled to Palestine from 
Antwerp received a supply of 
uncut diamonds. By 1989. 
Israel’s diamond industry em¬ 
ployed 22.000 people with 
sales of $2.7 billion. For 14 
years, 1949-63. he was presi¬ 
dent of the Oxford Jewish 
Congregation and for 18years. 
1971-89, he served as the first 
chairman of governors of the 
new Oxford Centre for Post¬ 
graduate Hebrew Studies, 
now one of the world's mnjn 
centres of Jewish learning. 

Frankel married in 1928 his 
cousin lisa Frankel, a strong 
supporter and academic col¬ 
league. She died in 1994. He is 
survived by a son and a 
daughter. 



CONDUCT IN A DANCE 
HALL 

CONVICTION IN FEN DITTON CASE 
The Sottish am (Cambridgeshire) magistrates 
yesterday had before them Mrs. EILEEN 
"ALLEN WOOLFE, 40 . who was. charged with 
permitting a dance halt adjacent <0 her house at 
Fen Ditton to he used as a disorderly house. The 
defendant was before the Bench in March, when 
evidence was given that Cambridge undergrad¬ 
uates. and girls working in shops and factories at 
Cambridge, used to remain in the dance ball after 
danrine had finished, when the alleged incidents 
took pace. The place had been kept under 
observation from November 1929 to January 
1930. The Magistrates then dismissed the case 
against Mrs. WooJFe. as well as summonses 
against her son. Peter Woolfc, 19, for aiding and 
a Setting his mother. The CHAIRMAN (Mr. T. 
Musgrave Frandsj said that ihe Botch had 
reluctantly crane to the conclusion that the law 
ifid rax admit of their finding die defendants 
guilty. They had to administer the criminal law 
and not the moral law. If they were to administer 
the moral law no condemnation could be 
sufficiently strong fra the shameless and wanton 
proceedings which had been alleged la occur in 
that dance hail- The criminal law was extremely 
limited, and they had to decide whether the 
premises had been used for habitual prostitution, 
and although they had been used in a grossly 
reprefaensihSe manner they were unable to say 
that the hall had been used far the purpose 


ON THIS DAY 
January 1,1931 


What happened after the dancing mas over in 
a Cambridgeshire village hall and the 
dancers, undergraduates and girls working 
in local shops and factories, stayed on, was a 
matter which perplexed Bottisham 
magistrates. 

alleged. The police appealed against the derision 
of the Bench, and on December 1 the Divisional 
Court allowed the appeal, and sew the case hack 
to the Magistrates with a direction to hear and 
determine it according to the law. 

Mr. Grafton Pryor appeared for the prosecu¬ 
tion. Mr. Eustace Fulton defended. 

Mr. Fulton. before calling Mrs. Woolfe to give 
evidence, asked the Bench to consider the fact 
that, in spite of what had been said dsewhere, 
Mrs. Woolfe had not made a shilling a pan tram 
teas. Mrs. Woolfe might hove been careless, but 
not criminal. 

Mrs. Woolfe read a statement in which the said 
thai she had taken River Cottage, Fen Ditton. at 
the instigation of a public association, and she 


acted as area scerciary. which nccessiiaivd her 
keeping late hours. Later on she acquired a barn 
next door 10 her house, which was afterwards 
made into a studio for singing, and her sun 
organised boring tournaments for village lads. In 
1929 two members of Sl John's College asked 
permission to use the room for dance band 
practice. Afterwards, she agreed to run three 
dances, the hand taking a percentage nf profit,. 
Sunday tea dances were started and wefl 
attended, but only small profits were made by 
her. ffiere was never an> suspiriun of wrvmg 
behaviour, There was only one occasion on which 
she saw anything wrong and that was when a 
man had a girl on his knee. He never came again, 
as they were dosing the plan: owing to losses. 

Mr. Pryor drew the attention c*f the Bench to 
the presence in court of the Senior Proctor. Mr. 
FJ. Dykes, of Trinity College, who desired in 
refute the siatemenl of Mrt._ Woolfe to the effect 
that any undergraduate giving evidence on her 
behalf would be sent down. That was quite 
untrue, and no edict to that effect had been issued 
by the proctorial body. 

The Bench retired, and on their return the 
CHAIRMAN said that they were of opinion that 
no evidence had been called by the defence to 
displace ihe fort* of the case, and thev hud no 
hesitation in obeying the order of the Divisional 
Court- The full tine of £100 would be inflicted. as 
they looked upon it as a deliberate inveigling of 
young men and young women into immoral 
courses. 


































































































































18 MEDIA AND MARKETING 
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What sells newspapers? 



T he main story on the front 
page of the Daily Mail 
yesterday was derated to 
the knighthood bestowed 
cm Paul McCartney. Alongside that 
was a human interest story about a 
British woman in peril abroad: a 
photograph of Deborah Parry, one 
of the two nurses charged with 
murder in Saudi Arabia. 

My bet however, is that h was 
neither of these stories which was 
really moving the Daily Mail off the 
newsagents's racks. That honour 
belonged to Jonathan Cainer. who is 
not a journalist but an astrologist 
All this week the Mail is serialising 
the predictions for 1997 that Cainer 
gleans from his study of the stars 
and planets, and promoting the 
series across the top of the front 
page. 

According to Paper Round's study 
of what sold national newspapers in 
1996. it is only rarely that news 
stories achieve die extra sales boosts 
that all editors strive so hard to gain. 
What adds sales most often are 
promotions. That is why horoscopes 
are one of the most popular tactics 
used by newspaper marketeers, 
especially cm the tabloids. 

When the Daily Mail serialised 
Jonathan Gainer's horoscopes last 
year, it achieved its third highest 
sales boost of the year, an extra 
120.000 copies, and the Daily Ex¬ 
press added 77,000 with its “Horo¬ 
scopes 96“ series. The Mail on 
Sunday added 192.000. its highest 
surge of the year, when it published 
a “new year" set of horoscopes — a 
real achievement — from the late 
Panic Walker. So did the Sunday 
Mirror with Russell Grant. The 
fabled Mystic Meg also works 
wonders for the News of the World. 

Sex. health and money always 
boost sales. The Sunday Times got 
its highest increase of 1996 with its 
annual survey of Britain's richest 
men and women, and The Sun its 
second highest when it launched its 
Syndicates Lottery card. Marks & 
Spencer vouchers did well for die 
Daily Express as did a two-farone 
British Midland ticket offer, a two- 
for-one BA offer in The Mail on 
Sunday and The Sun's £9.50 short- 
break holidays in Britain. 

With its combination of travel and 
saving money, die Eurostar promo- 




All I want for the 


new year is... 


Big stories such as Canary Wharf and Dunblane cannot match promotions and horoscopes in the hunt for sales 


non in The Times and The Sunday 
Times was certainly the best broad¬ 
sheet promotion of the year, adding 
more than 150,000 to sales of both 
papers over four weeks and pushing 
both to all-time records. 

Any promotion related to healthy 
living is also a winner. A slimming 
promotion with Vernon Coleman 
won The People its highest sale of 
the year and a May bikini diet in the 
News of the World added 132.000. 
For the Daily Mail, a January diet 
wallchart achieved the biggest boost 
of the year of 177.000 and The 
Sunday Times’s "Change Your Life’ 
added 115.000. 


S ex. soaps, sport, TV and the 
royals are the other surefire 
winners. Study the seven 
news stories that did best for 
The Sun and four are about Diana. 
Princess of Wales or the Duchess of 
York (aka Fergie), another was 
England^ Euro V6 victory over 
Holland, as it was for the Daily 
Mirror. The Sun got its biggest boost 
ofaU from the Christmas TV listings, 
another big success for the Mirror. 

Study the Daily Mirror's top ten 
and three are bared on football, two 
on Gazza, two on Prince Charles or 
Princess Diana and two on 
Dunblane. A sex, drugs and rode Yt 
roll special took the Independent on 


Sunday to its highest sale of the year. 

Yet royal stories work in all 
newspaper markets. A special on the 
Queen did well for The Mail on 
Sunday, adding 108,000, and the 
serialisation of Sarah Bradford's 
biography of the Queen added more 
than 200,000 for The Times, its 
highest boost of the year. 

More modest promotions also 
work for the broadsheets. The most 
successful for The Guardian was a 
mini Halii well film guide, which 
added 30,000. and serialisation of a 
Robert Maxwell biography, which 
put on about 20.000. For The 
Independent, its most successful 
tactic was its £3 video offer, which 
upped sales by 39,000, and it won an 
extra 30,000 readers a day from its 
publication of university vacancies. 

Dunblane, two IRA bombs, Euro 
96, the Budget. Princess Diana's 
divorce — news does sell newspa¬ 
pers. as The Independent found out 
when die IRA bomb went off near its 
Canary Wharf headquarters and its 
office was evacuated. The journalists 
who remained produced their best 
selling newspaper of the year as did 
those who did the Sunday paper. 

Yet the best marketing tactic of all 
is the simplest Apart from the Daily 
Mail, the newspapers that have 
reduced their prices have shown the 
best sales rises during 1996. 


Tbn stories and promotions that fttod safes 

Extra Mm/ % 

Dotty Miror CMatmes TV/John Major 233.000/12 

Dunblane 174,000/ 7 

Uia Star-Play Dates 19.00CV 3 


DaOy Man_ 


Tha Express_Horoscopes 1996 77,000/ 6 

M&S vouchers 20.000/ 2 

71m Times-. Sarah Bradfofli/Tha Queen 205,000/28 

Euostar promotion 147,000/19 

The Guardian-Nafiwefl Hm gukte 30,000/ 7 

Robert Manual serial 20,000/5 

The Independent_Videos far S3 33.000714 

Canary Wharf bomb 30,000/10 

NoW-Christmas TV Ssa/107 Dalmatians 182,000/4 

Foatbafl fixtures/Mandy AUnood 182,000/4 

The People-SBmmtng/Dtana 125,000/E 

RoseWentfScratehcard/Sex 75,000/4 

Sunday Mirror. Russel Grant horoscope lOOJXXy 4 

KanaSaxtra/Fbrgte 100.000/ 4 

MSB on Sunday_Patric Walker 192.000/9 

The Queen 108,000/ 5 

Sunday Times-500 richest 149,000/12 

Heaflfr. Change Your life 113,000/ 9 

The Observer .— Weird stuff 40,000/ 9 

Haffpries/fteePanguki 40,000/ 9 

loS___Canary Wharf bomb 30,00C/1Q 


.Dtat Waflchart 177,000/ 7 

Dunblane 128,000/ 6 


77,000/ 6 
20 . 000 / 2 


30,000/ 7 
20,000/5 
33.000/14 
30.00Q/10 


_drugs, rock _ 

the TMgoengnxfi dScaeo » wupwi AtMtwrrte an 


40000/ 9 
40,000/9 
30,000/10 
30.000/10 


1. Christmas TV Batinga 

2. Syndicates Lottery Card 

3. Super TV Guide 

4. KA bomb London 

5. Football Foo Om B mag 
& Coronation St card 

7. Dunblane 
a £9.50 holidays 

9. Diana video hoax 

10. Big tan d beet Holand 


Extra sales 

315,000 

274,000 

221,000 

175,000 

180000 

146,000 

137,000 

126,000 

124.000 

100,000 


November 

January 

October 

February 

August 
March 
March 
January 
October 
' June 


WITH 30.000 students how enrolled in 
British degree courses in media studies, and 
with hundreds of digital satellite channels, 
plus die new Channel 5 on their way. it is 
bard to know what else, to wish for in 1997. 
But I trill tty. 

□ An electronic guide to BBC management. 

Has Alan Yentob been relegated to Channel ; 
163? ’, 

□ Magazines that do not spew glossy 
leaflets for cut-price power tools, film prints, 
fitted kitchens and home insurance aft over 
your carpet I know, I know, these fillers 
keep the cover price down. I hate thenu 

□ Radio 4’s Thought for the Day to be 
moved to 6am to inspire the farmers. 

□ Politicians to realise that the Today 
programme on the aforesaid radio netware 
is agenda-setting on fy.hr those stuck in 
chauffeon>drivcn cars between 7 o'clock and 
8.45 on weekday mornings. Ev¬ 
erybody else senoo^ interested 
in public affairs has his or her 
bead stuck in newspapers at that 
time of day. 

□ An end to newspaper space for 
judges who tell psychopaths. 

“You are a mo nster whose actions 
are abhorrent to all righMhink- 
ing people", thereby suggesting 
that aQ right-thinking people 
have contemplated the rape of a BRE 

nonagenarian m a graveyard but, ' y»r 
upon reflection, rejected it ' lvmL 

□ A quiz at the end of the BBC’s 
Horizon and other wdl meaning science 
television programmes to see if even one fadr 
has been transferred to the mind of-the 
audience. Which way does the water ran 
between the Mediterranean and the Blade 
Sea? Right answers get £10 off their licence 
fee. 

□ Tdeviskra licenoe fee-dodgers (who ore- 
mere got^news from 1996—no longer to be 
sent to jail) to be sentenced to 40 weeks of 
viewing only daytime television. . 

□ AV-chip to Wot out Criiftemzteh, the most 
frightening programme on TV- .. . . 

□ Jeremy Paxman to present Question 
Time. 

□ The new Chinese rulers of Hong Kong to 
announce ou July f that they have embraced 
Western notions of a free press. Western 
journalists can thereupon renew their leases 
on their elegant high-rise flats, confident of 
continuing to work uncensored as before:- - 

□ A quiet agreement to shelve the Millenni¬ 
um Exhibition as a bad idea and to give the 
£700 million to schools instead. Or to 
hospitals. Or repairing the sewers. Or 
anything. 

□ A rest cure for Chris Evans. 

□ Maternity leave for Madonna. 


□ Television weather forecasters to face the 
map, rather than the audience, savingus 
those embarrassing mimes in which their 
left band swoops over the Isles of SaUy 
when they are talking about the Scottish 
Highlands. 

□ An award for Neighbours, the sunny 


□ A television setyou can hang on the wall 
fas promised.by futurologists for ifaepast 20 


BRENDA 

MADDOX 


□ A recognition that Ireland is a European 
partner like any other torftiterribre: can 
tolerate British politicians referring to its 
Prime Minister in English. Otherwise, fair’s 
fair. If we must endure Taoiseach for John 
Bruton, why not Bundeskanzler for Helmut 
Kohl and Premier Min is tre for Alain JnppC? 

□ A recognition that Ireland is a country 
that knows how to trrat a film indostry. . 

□ The disappearance of ail as-, 
trology columns from newspa¬ 
pers arid magazines. In their 
place could go recommended 
ripostes for those who coyly sidle 
up to ask you, “What's your 
sign"? To. -this, die late Richard 
Burton, I'm told, used to snap 
back; "Do Not Disturb". 

□ AH drama-documentaries to be 
•*. true. Accuracy need aot be h or- 

^£)A ■ mg it just takes longer, 
riny □ The return of the place-name 
apostrophe as in King’s Cross 
and Gray's Inn Road. Check 
saints* names in ihe telephone directory if 
you don’t think there’s aprobiem. 

□ The return of the multi-coloured Channel 
,4 logo. 

□ The return of The tarry Sanders Slum, 

die sassdest American import since The 
Simpsons, which together- prove that, de¬ 
spite the new waves of grotesque hypochon¬ 
dria and political c orr ectness, American 
Irony is not dead. " . j. ’ 

□ The Simpsons to run five nights a week. 

□ A lifetime appointment for Don 
Cmickshank, head of the cable, sateZtiteand 
telephone watchdog. OfteL If security: of 
tenure gives judges courage and authorfly, 
why riiould it not do die same for an anti¬ 
monopoly regulator? 

□ Calvin -Klein to undergo oounseflihg to 

cure bizarre fantasies of what kind of paster 
sefls jeans and perfume to people waitings! 
bus Stops. ■■ ... , ...' % 

.□ rrv to move die FTN News at Ten to 
whatever time it tikes, bat to give up that . 
commercial break which so blatantly di¬ 
vides the hard news from (faesoft 

□The Queen, in' her next Christmas 
broadcast, to rezmnd/tfte nation that love 
means-never having to say you’re sorry.,-: —. 


r^: 



FREE SILVER-PLATED ICE BUCKET WORTH £59.99 




Viners Silver-Plated Cutieiy 


Buy a 58-piece silver- 
plated canteen of cutlery 
for £149.99, saving £200 
on the mrrp of £349.99 
and get a silver-plated 
ice bucket FREE 


/ •* Our Viners 58- 
yi piece cutlery set is 

housed in an 
S wKU^ attractive, lined, 
Vs- ^. * wooden canteen and 

' contains eight place 

settings of table knife, 
table fork, dessert 
_ knife, dessert fork, 

■ dessert spoon, teaspoon, 
^raiijE ^ soup spoon and two 

serving spoons. Available 
in a choice of four designs - Kings, Bead, 
Harley and Dubarry - the cutlery has a 15- 
year guarantee. 

You will also receive a FREE silver-plated 
ice bucket, with a four litre capacity and 
decorative ring handles, mrrp of £59.99. 
This special price of £149.99 offers a total 
mrrp saving of £259.99, inclusive of 
carriage. Please allow 28 days for delivery. 
If you are not completely satisfied return 
within seven days for a full refund. Offer 
available in the UK only. 




Harley Bead Kings Dubarry 


The Times Viners Silver-Plated 
Cutlery Offer 




Address 


FtstGfxte 


i Required [Quantity j£F^rftani 


Price includes postage and packing, i end ose a cheque/posa 
oid«(s} matte payable to 77» Thaw FTB00 


Fill in the coupon and send together with 
cheque or postal order/s (no cash) to: 

The Times Cutieiy Offer FT600,PO Box 
69, Leighton Buzaard, Beds, LU77ZD or 
use the 24 hour order fine below. 


Or debt my Accsss/Vsa card nurtwr 


Mrtttacwt .&pi* bate... 


You may to rant furtHw MbnmdQn on oBaa and aevtera wlWti Mf ba of 
intermix you. Byou do parbOpatetAMm tick bcx. Q 


FOR ORDERS PLEASE TELEPHONE 01525-851945 (24 hours) 


3 A R. N E S W ATERSIDE BAR N E S 


i K ■ P\ o. 


i ^ L/ 


Ni S W i 


Life’s what you make it. 



£ i c i n f ,s <) \: t Si 5,00 0 


Luxurious is the way 

WE MAKE IT. 



Overlooking 100 acre; of lakes sod reed beds, our 5 bedroom ■/ 
homes at Bamcs Waterside echo the style of a bygone era combined 




— — * with all the advantages of coti^Atng^apgdfwmiMB ta'provicfe 

luxury living. The peace, tramgrilliiy and fedfog of spscc bdic the fcot that cottral 
London is so easily to hand, offering ahfestyfe yon newt Hnasanoi" 




open daDyfrom 10am to 6pm, (fpmweds/eods), tdcpboQe$2S174S 1748 (24 
hours), (ax0181 7487W. . " 


mt 


Barnes Waterside 


You have to see it to believe it 


Ot IAI.fi Y if? A'-TR-tOATF: 




Ln Ml i. 
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Rachcl KeUy on the ladies 
who launch country houses 
_for leading estate agents 


W hat do girls in 
Pearls do when 

they grow up? 

Many become 
"snow gals", the secret hidden 
asset of every country estate 
agent. These are ladies who 
launch country houses. WeE- 
“Htnected. horsey, Jaeger- 
skirted and part of the county 
set they are deployed by the 
likes of Knight Frank to show 
potential buyers around. 

SaviUs, Strutt & Parker and 
Knight Frank all employ be¬ 
tween 25 and 30 show g?ls 
around the country. Only 
three of what Knight Frank 
proers to term its “showover 
staff" are mat. 

They are definitely not estate 
agents and are more at home 
in the tack room than the 
office. The 1993 Property Mis¬ 
descriptions Act means that 
the actual selling 
process is careful- ' 

ly regulated and m 

can be handled 
only by agents; it 
is for the show 10Ve 
girts to step in j 

when an agent so Q 

cannot take a cli- , 

ent around the DUy 

house. Since the 
Act, the women ' 

are careful about making any 
dubious claims about die 
houses that the agent cannot 
prove and tricky questions are 
referred hade to the office. 

Most of this staff are in their 
forties and fifties, married 
with grown-up children- Their 
jobs are normally obtained 
through contacts in a world 
where the smart estate agents 
dine with those whose houses 
they may soot market Most 
adore their work and love 
nothing more than nosing 
around other peopled houses 
—possibly that of their naugh¬ 
ty neighbour who has ran off 
with the local squire. The 
knowledge of who is selling, 
makes them hot property at 
local dinner parties. 

Colin Hughes, of Knight 
Frank in Guildford, says: 
“Their enthusiasm is infec¬ 
tious to the buyers. Showover. 
staff do their jt* for the love of 


6 Owners 
love it and 
so do the 
buyers ? 


more time ip it That. is. why 
° wners love it and why buyers 
do, too-- ■ ■ 

Agents also love the strate¬ 
gy- As the housing market 
improves, time has become the 
k ey and viewing women are 
cpnang into their own, espe~ 
caally with lag houses, which 
take time to show: Mr Hughes 
says: “The practice is. most 
prevalent in houses' priced 
mostly in excess of a quarter of 
a million pounds.” 

Urn Dancy of Strutt & 
Parker’s Ipswich office says: 
“Showover staff' axe very 
agreeable'people who human¬ 
ise the process of house¬ 
hunting.'They Kve in the area 
and talk in die localterms." 
Crucially, they report back to 
the agent on the suitability of 
bouse and purchaser. 

For die past four years, 

' _; Jeamie Good- 

fellow has shown 
mfirS . houses for Strutt 
& Parker around 
t anfl the Suffolk.coast 
L 1 Most of her OK¬ 
's +V,*a tomers are 
J uic wealthy people 
»rc *1 buying second 
a S- properties. She 
■ lived locally as a 
. child and always 
retained ties with the area 
through family and a holiday 
home in Thorpeness. She has 
shown houses since her retire¬ 
ment from her job as an. in¬ 
terior design consultant 
“You have, fo like people," 
she says. “People are under¬ 
standably quite emotional 
when buying houses, so the 
process can be difficult As the 
wife of a former serviceman, 
I’ve moved , house goodness 
knows how many times. So J 
know the sort qf stresses that 
people face.”- 

' ' Mis Goodfdlow believes 
that a human face and a love 
for the property divorced from 
the imperative to sell help to 
ease friction. Nor does-she 
’’deny that common sodal con¬ 
tacts and knowing the local 
context .sometimes help to sell 
a property. 

.The going rate fs £4 an hour, 
plus mileage "One would 


star in luxury locales 




MARTIN BEDD ALL 
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Fay Cox, at 51, a veteran show girL The job offers flexibility although, she says, “every day is different: there is never a dull moment” 


it and can therefore devote 7 i»ve to wackfuH-timetoirake 


much money,” Mrs Good- 
fellow says, “and even then my 
work is highly seasonal.” 

Stow girls are busiest in 
spring and autumn, tradition¬ 
ally the selling season! 

The business has become 
more professional since the 
recession. Tommy de Malet 
Morgan of the Savills office in 
Surrey, rays: “Back in the 
1980s, we got feedback that 
showover women were over 
the top and sometimes a real 
tunt-off; they would leap out at 
you. Business societies ran 
estate agents on a very hard¬ 
sell basis. But these days, they 
not only have a good business 
acumen, they adore the 
houses." 

Graham Waterton, a part¬ 
ner of Strutt & Parker in- 


Salisbury. says: “A nice, 
charming viewing lady is 
much less intimidating than a 
6fr 5in male estate agent like 
me." 

A harder edge _ 

is, however, be¬ 
coming de ri- £ "W 
gueur. Sheila Mc¬ 
Daniel was origj- raT1 
nally employed 
by Savills as a 
viewing woman. uul 

But the inevitable j , 

need for profes- Q6u 

sionalism means 
that she is now _ 

employed as area sales man¬ 
ager for Harleyford. She says: 
“The idea is to make buyers 
relax and enjoy their visit as if 
they were having a day out 
But underneath, there has to 


C Women 
can find 
out more 
details 5 


be strong professionalism be¬ 
cause nobody buys from a 
shopgirl who does not know 
her product." 

Some agents eschew the 

_ practice. Ian Ho- 

mersham. the 

men of 

John D. Wood, 
says that his firm 
u does not employ 

J nr P showover staff be- 

lUlC cause he con- 

1 siders the relar- 

1S J ionship with the 

______ purchaser too im¬ 
portant to dele¬ 
gate. “Agents should know 
about the house and know 
about die street and the local¬ 
ity,” he explains. “You cannot 
expect some smart woman to 
have the in-depth knowledge 


of experienced agents.” 

Nor is it all fun. Mrs 
Goodfeliow says she hates the 
job when people do not turn 
up. She has travelled up to 30 
miles, only to find that the 
viewer failed to arrive. Others 
complain about cold houses, 
dim - shoes and people who 
fiddle with objects. 

Buyers can get angry. Ms 
McDaniel says: “I was the 
meat in the sandwich. If a 
buyer lost out. I would bear 
the brant of the anger." 

Then there is the security. 
Only a few years ago. Suzy 
Lamplugh was sent by a 
London agent to show a prop¬ 
erty to a Mr Kipper. She has 
not been seen since. Knight 
Frank insists on maintaining 
contact via mobile telephones. 


especially because most show¬ 
ing occurs over weekends 
when the offices are shut. Bill 
Dixon, a partner of Clunons 
Agents, says: "I personally 
would not send a single 
woman to any house. 1 think it 
is fraught with danger.” 

Their solution: recently re¬ 
tired “viewing men". The days 
of ihe show girl could be 
numbered. 

Mr Dixon says: “Men can 
be as enthusiastic about 
homes, but it depends to 
whom they are selling. 
Women are able to find out 
more about people because 
they love to talk to prospec¬ 
tive buyers. But some women 
may talk too much and could 
unwittingly frighten them 
away." 


| FAYS WAY I 

Ten years 
of tramping 
big houses 

FAY COX. 51. is a veteran 
show girl and the kind of 
woman who probably has 
some good jewellery in the 
bank. She has shown for 
the Knighr Franks office in 

Guildford fur ten years. 
Though she had done a 
little work for a local estate 
agent, she did not want to 
work as one. preferring to 
be on the road. 

“Every day is different." 
she says. “There is never a 
dull moment." The work 
allows her the flexibility to 
spend time with her hus¬ 
band, an insurance bro¬ 
ker. and her children. 
Both her boys are at univ¬ 
ersity’ and her daughter 
hopes to follow. 

Showing also allows her 
to continue with secretari¬ 
al jobs for the Hospital for 
the Blessed Trinity in 
Guildford and another 
local charity. “When 1 
have viewings during the 
day." she says, “I can do 
these jobs in the evening." 

Mrs Cox is proud that 
she gets on with sellers 
and buyers alike, adding: 
“They treat me as their 
contact and their confi¬ 
dante.” 

She demonstrates the 
growing professionalism 
of viewing women by 
being aware that sellers 
judge the performance of 
the firm by reference to the 
competence of the show- 
over staff. 

Mrs Cox says: “An im¬ 
portant aspect of the job 
satisfaction for me is the 
challenge of selling a 
house by establishing and 
prioritising the needs of 
the buyer.“ 

Despite her other jobs, 
such is her affinity with 
this one that she drives a 
Golf GT7 in Knight Frank 
colours with a KFR 
numberplate. 

Gautam Malkani 
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Happy New Home 


HOMCBEMtCH UWQH LTO. Let 
n iwirh tw pa. LcalwA Ha 


SW3 KINGS ROAD 
Ground floor bMMimnt 
opportunfly.. 

3 bed. lounge, taitx dtnfcrm, 

r.Mt 

£431,500. 

Looking tar quick sata. 
Tat; 0973 285043 (day) 
or 01242 260663 (sms). 
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COMMERCIAL 

PROPERTY 


MWVFMR. Praerig t oo e In o ffice 
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g£a.*gi tF&rhZz***' 


PROPERTY WANTED 


LOOKING FOR 
A SUBSTANTIAL 
COUNTRY 
PROPERTY 

W0O. Dana. 3omm*x. 
In. Haw. Bob or 
Cbawdft. 

Tfte rads faoaK. Atfraal 
■oafttka ofvilac* oaftf be 
tow —di hhitMt 

nda. rboeU be of 0 Md 

daaral tow 
'nwaoMacoMgbr 
■hBSoaa for a fc* btaara. 


Bordered by woodland, witbru tbe pkfurtsque riffiige of' 
Derry UiU, Laruibtene Gtde is a sekcl dcrebpmenl uf just 
12stone built 4 <? 5 bedroom detached properties tLxfgned 
la complement tbe outstaudmg architecture and beautiful 
grounds of nearby Bowoud Hum. ibcuucrslndbomeoftbe 
EaH and Countess of Sbdbunte. 

Prices rung?from SI59.950 to Si96.5(J0 
iritb Purl Exchange a callable 


funiishett Sboubomc open 
ibis Christmas Weekend Saturday 2Sth 
and Sunday J9il> - limn In 5pm 
Cali 012 (9 819255 


SSa BlTSSS'CodBce) 01*22 
B32S77 __. 


SCOTLAND . 

COUWTY HOmSUMO* 00 ^1 

1K1NLOCHMAREE 

HOUSE 






T«t044S 760266. 


LONDON PROPERTY 
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1402 1146. 
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5-- 015*3 686181 


SPAIN 
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far 01643 


Please fax detaib 
to: 

00 1 4412341324. 
Viewing possible 
S-12 Jan nary- 
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BECItVFTMVIDSON 

GLEBE PLACE, 
SW3 
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ftWWd £973400 

01713586677. 
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CANFORD CUFFS, POOLE, DORSET 

FROM £135,000. New luxury development of 14,2/3 
bed apartments. Pull security. 

Short level walk cliff top & stops. 

Tek Andrew Key A Partners (01202) 700771 
or Show Flat (01202) 706252. 



XfiESDpflnOMES 

Do you wish to place an 
announcement? 

Are you sellingyourair? 

Areyou setting your property? 

Haveyoua holiday home to 
let? 

THE’dflteTIMES 


By Telephone 

01714m 4000 
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g CiAPHAvc lust linen 1.2 anJ 3 bediucen hunws dow lo iho Ahtwiilb Vilbfic. 

Baih aM Hiuj 1.2 and ? K-drivan Vtnrws nnhin '/* mile of Cbplum Siwih 

SmoM A stn-ill dvwli^Rwnt i<( 1 and 2 bod Mom jpJrtrrv.nii o<nvcnietillv looted 

ha Suttun Bnluh Rjil Sutfun. 

Tmumis Drrrnv X J. ? and n bedroom homos in'erlookinK Hl11 C-rwni. 

COBHsM: 3 .inJ -I bralnvm hi-mtry **-i ornund j central courtyard. 

Dot. k I SC; n smdU dfvtlopmcnr nt pisl iwoniy-four 3 and A bedroom homes. 

Wist Bituft Thirtwi 4,5 and n tvdmom luwo m j mature setting 

For further information cau free on 0800 622298 

BUILDING HOMES •toBWV»idc{Wpk*«ds*Mfei8lii^tte»iua<lJfilw»ratoart»*j'»iliMli»j«dn»m. 

FOR GENERATIONS UdszdiamHteepeKtofaK.noHpTtAq'imt^attr.iBBifaafelitfc'ftMnpraltKCvriMaffltf n^abrt. 
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COMING IN 
JANUARY 1997 

Wimbledon Parkside, SW19 

A superb range ot homc-s situated in .1 
highly prestigious gated dewiopmenl. 
featuring jts own pnvate wcodland 
area and water fedturc. 

CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 
Royal Park Gate, 
Kincston-dpon-Thames 

Set in landscaped grounds, approximately 
Vi mile from Richmond Part.. 4 bedroom 
town houses; some flipping ri\-er views 
and root gardens 

Tnwnhouses from Lt^.^S and C'ptt.'WS 
Tet 01S1 54n 4644 


.F.tfc r j 


Clockhouse Place, Plttney 

A selection of just ten 4 bedroom houses 
and a collection ol 1 and 2 bedroom 
apartments off Putney Hilt. East Putney 
Underground Station and Putney 
British Rail Station are '/»and V: mile 
a wav respectively. 


The Ridings, Sanderstead 

A private development of nine 5 bedroom 
luxury homes set in a semi-rural area, 
all with modem filled knehens with 
integrated appliances, two cn-suites and 
double gi rages. 

Pnces frvrtn £2^.905 
Tel: 0181 t»S7 1341 


OTHER DEVELOPMENTS FOR EARLY 1997 


Firstly dead 
qfyouradve 
’ \ 
Catlusgivin 
full telephot\ 
code. 

WemUcaUl 
with your wt j 
you a quote? 


wording 


r name and 
including 


wk,hetyyou 
and give 


By Fax 

0171^g799 

• Ifyoii'preferyou^^fax 
either a completM&g 
advertisement qsj&message. 

• One of ourfy&jfif&ty sales 
advisors vrittkaU or fax you 
back. fg 

"iiliiiii 


By Post 


You may sendyour\ 

Private Advertism 
Classified Ady tS j 
P.O£ax484r as ^ 
1 Virginia Street 
London El 9BL 

We will mn&rm reo 
publicat nwjlsltag^^ 
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Cold shows no sign of relenting 


■ Britain slithered into the new year today in the grip of a 
freeze which has left many roads impassable, claimed several 
lives and devastated sporting fixtures. Forecasters expect die 
cold snap to continue into the weekend. 

Temperatures are not expected to rise above a maximum of 
OC (32F) today. Most areas will be considerably colder with the 
wind-chill factor adding to the bleak outlook. A London 
Weather Centre spokeswoman said: “We are likely to see it very 
cold with some snow rather than huge falls'’.Page I 

Anger of Fred West film 

■ Anger greeted the plans of a leading production company to 

make a film of the life of Frederick West Peter Harris, the 
Official Solicitor, said that he has entered into an option 
contract with the Portman Entertainment Group_Page I 


Philatelic theft 

Harold Wilson, hounded by con¬ 
spiracies, was betrayed by one of 
his staff “possibly from the gar¬ 
dener class” who stole illegal 
Rhodesian stamps. Government 
papers show-...Pages t, 5 

Deng ‘seriously ill’ 

A Hong Kcmg newspaper with 
dose ties to the Iteople's Libera¬ 
tion Army reported that China's 
senior leader. Deng Xiaoping, 
was seriosuly ill.— Pages /. 9 

Cheer for sceptics 

The Bank of England governor 
has heartened Tory Euro-sceptics 
by emphasising the need for "rig¬ 
orous” checks to ensure that 
European Union countries do not 
fudge the conditions for entering 
a single currency—, —Page 2 

Dirty election 

Fresh evidence that this year's 
election campaign wfl] be the dirt¬ 
iest on record emerged as Labour 
pledged to puncture John Major’s 
“nice guy" image —Page 

Nurses trial 

Lawyers acting for the two British 
nurses accused of murdering a 
colleague in Saudi Arabia insist¬ 
ed that they would help them to 
receive a fair trial-- PageS 

Prince's plan 

The Prince of Wales discloses a 
plan to breathe life into the na¬ 
tion's largest and most neglected 
listed buildings by turning them 
into low-cost housing-Page 4 


Nightingale in ward 

The Radio 1 disc jockey Annie 
Nightingale returned to Britain 
after being mugged in Cuba on 
Christmas Eve. She was taken to 
hospital for a check Page 4 

Boy’s damages 

A boy who had to have lifesaving 
surgery after becoming infected 
with the "flesh-eating bug” has 
won £62.100 damages from a 
medical.practice and the doctor 
who wrongly diagnosed his 
condition--Page 4 

Palestine haggle 

After agreeing on terms for its 
withdrawal from most of He¬ 
bron. Israel continued to haggle 
with the PLO over prisoner 
releases-Page 6 

Saddam's fears 

President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq is now so afraid there are 
traitors within his family that he 
is relying increasingly on non¬ 
relatives to be his closest political 
advisers — -Page 6 

Iran election cash 

The CIA was reported to have 
evidence that Iran secretly deliv¬ 
ered at least half a million dollars 
in cash to the President of Bosnia 
before the election —_—..Page 8 

Dutch headache 

A king-size headache settled on 
the Dutch Government today. 
The six-month ailment is called 
the presidency of the European 
Union____Page 8 


Frinton for the Continent 


■ The long forgotten music hall artist Freddie Frinton has 
become a cult hero in Germany. Millions of television viewers 
do not believe their New Year’s Eve celebrations are complete 
without switching on to see Frinton perform in Dinner For 
One, an obscure comedy routine filmed more than three 
decades ago in English and in black and white.Page 3 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,365 



ACROSS 

1 Initial measure taken to mark 
Hogmanay 15-4). 

6 Rock's penetrated by end of axe. 
and cracks (5]. 

9 With this instrument Mary re¬ 
veals mysterious craft (7). 

10 Englishman brings in bard 
worker - that’s the spirit! (7). 

11 Pick up a novel (5). 

12 Troubled lad at once relying cm 
relations (9). 

14 A lot of money put in pocket (3). 

15 1997, for example (5.6). 

17 Campaigner gening cross on 
behalf of about half the popula¬ 
tion ((I). 

19 Sound like hounds, or one of the 
horses (3). 

20 Less constrained by the right, as 
this paper used to be (9). 

22 Half-heartedly rush for dance (5). 

24 Love that's intangible? (7). 


26 Snobbish Oxford Street occupa¬ 
tion? (43). 

27 Advanced some money in New 
Year (5). 

28 Appropriate shift (9). 


Solution to Puzzfcr No 20364 


IIIffiliBHaoafflEJta a a 
Q GI GJ Q aUUQSa 

ISEEBiHSeS Bi HI a 
@ m a Esnsassa 

H B 0 U B Q 

SSESS HaaBEnaaBO 
s s a a a a a 
BSSBEJBB HHHBQG3H 
am B a h n h 
QEiiaaossas bsqb 
n a a q m 2i 
HEIlOSffiSB WHS, 
□ E S SBQSE0US 

Bsaaea n a 3 of 
ra n BEBHiaSHSaSl 


DOWN 

1 Concentrate foolishly on dosing 
unsuccessful schools initially (5). 

2 Disqualify lure, possibly (43). 

5 Try to get free passes in this form 
of assessment H3). 

4 Musical performer seen in shop, 
erasing errors (5.6). 

5 Cap for a spinner (3). 

6 Alice’s intended to provide protec¬ 
tion (5). 

7 Make dty save up for washing 
facility f4^)- 

8 lily’s arm 1 mated - poor Mary 
ts 3L likewise (9). 

13 Voters seeing what prince’s pos¬ 
ition might have been (11). 

14 In which we make seesaw, so to 
speak (43). 

16 Not having a ring, but ready to 
receive one (9). 

18 Excitement produced by a gam¬ 
ble (7). 

19 Socialist nonsense - about 
Liberal namely (7). 

21 Char paper (5). 

23 What perhaps, to do with poodle 
(French miniature) (5). 

25 Tdl Arab to get a move on? Golly! 

P). 


Tones Two Crossword; page 40 [ 
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PrmrJme Gearge Elkrf's Tfce M3J 
on the Floss,- adapted by Hugh 
Sfoddart, starring Emily Watson 
(BBCL 9.00pm) Bwh w : Matthew 
Bond.finds.tiie satire, Cuts, deriva¬ 
tive andovoioag— —Page 99 


Henry Cano, a kitchen artist with his ice sculpture made from 1,600 gallon^ of water, outside the Dorchester Hotel London, yesterday 


i Weather damage: The sustained 
cold snap in Europe pushed oil 
1 prices higher and prompted 
warnings from insurers that the 
nationwide freeze could soon lead 
to increases in both household and 
motor premiums-Page 40 

House prices: The market is set for 
a general and sustainable strength¬ 
ening this year, says the British 
Bankers' Association-Page 40 

Jobs: Britain's engineering indus¬ 
try is likely to lose up to 400,000 
Jobs through technological and 

product change_Page 40 

Markets: The FT-SE 100 index rose 
2.8 to 4118.5. Sterling's trade- 
weighted index rose from 95.6 to 
96.1 after a rise from $1.6910 to 
$1.7120 to and from DM2.6325 to 
DM2.6373..-.—.Page 36 


Cricket Graham Thorpe, who has 
a better limited-overs record than 
England's ocher top batsmen, has 
been omitted from the side for the 
second one-day international 
against Zimbabwe.--Page 21 

Football: After almost a decade 
John Barnes remains the organiser 
and guide of the leaders. Liverpool, 
as tiie race continues towards the 
destiny of the 1997 FA Carling 
Premiership-Page 22 

Weather Freezing conditions have 
made deep inroads into today* 
sports programme, with more than 
30 football matches postponed in 
England and Scotland-Page 21 

Rugby league: Joe Lydon has left 
Wigan after II years erf significant 
input as player, assistant coach and 
manager_Page 30 


Im pre s s i ve debut: Jessica Lange 
makes her West End debut in A 
Streetcar Named Desire and 
scores a triumph in the part of 
Blanche iDuBois___.Tage 12 

Thumbs down: Michael McArdie’S 
Yule Better Change, a musical 
version, of Dickens’s A Christmas'- 
Carol, struggles to satisfy its 
audience-!-—Page 12 

Seasonal steps: The Royal Ballet 
fields two contrasting casts in its 
Christmas production of Ashton's 
Cinderella _Page 12 

Spaced out In our final part of the 
series If These Walls Could Speak, 
Nigel Hawkes visits Cape Canav¬ 
eral in Florida --_ Page 13 


Guide: Family events, theatres and 
cinemas___Page 13 



IN THE TIMES 


■ FILMS 

Geoff Brown reviews . 
Sleepers, with its all-star 
male cast, including 
Robert De Niro, right, 
and Jason Patric 


■ BOOKS 
John Gribbin on 
parallel universes, Roger 
Bayes on the Vatican 


Latest Road andWteather conditions 


UK Weather- Afl regions 0330 444 910 


tiK Roads-M rej 

M<teM25 

M2S aod Link RoMh 


Conttneonl Ewnpt 
QonncJ crontng 


0334 401 410 
0330 401 740 
0330 401 747 
0330 401 744 
0330 401 910 
0330 401 388 
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0330 007 SOS 
&n» not, onto 


Weather by Fax Oitowcowto 

DM 0330 talon* by ana imtotonrw to 
VtoCoM^ 4W3M Soatfa w d 410 340 

VHo 410 3XS N.tobnd 410 301 

KAmk 410 330 Union 410 343 

N-Wft* 010 338 wSS S “**" 

N.ba 410 339 peon 410 307 


□ General: England and Wales 
will have another cold day. Eastern 
areas will be rather cloudy with 
snow showers at times. These wifi 
be most frequent over northeast 
England, parts of East Anglia and 
near Channel coasts. The West 
should be mainly dry with sunny 
periods and just the odd snow 
shower. 

Scotland and Nkxihem Ireland 


trict, Isle off Man: mainly dry, 
sunny periods. Perhaps a few fight 
snow flurries at times. Wind north¬ 
east, moderate to fresh. Max 1C 
(34F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & 
Dundee: a few snow showers at 
first, becoming mainly dry later. 
Wind northeast, turning north, mod¬ 
erate. Max 2C (36F). 

□ Aberdeen, Central Highlands, 
Moray Fbth.NE Scotland, Argyll, 
NW Scotland, Orkney, Shetland: 
mainly dry at first, but becoming 
increasingly cloudy from the north, 
with more frequent wintry showers. 
Wind northeast, turning north, fight 
to moderate. Max 4C (39F). 

□ SW Scotland, Glasgow, N 
Ireland', mainly dry with bright or 
sunny spells. Wind northeast, fight 
to moderate. Max 2C (3®=). 

□ Outlook for tomorrow and 
Friday: rain and snow In North, 
moving South and dying out 
Staying cold. '. 


vwH be mafafy dry at first, apart from 
snow showers sn southeast Scot- 


totore lesure feraoss 


Wbrid City Weather 03*2**°®“ 

153 destinations worldwide 
0 <bqr tonOXt 

by Pbem dti 0330 411310 

by Fax (Index pajef 0330 410333 


Europe Camay by Country 0130 401 BBS 


EorupuM fuel can 
Frendi Hnux^i 
Seaport mfcrmadon 
Dfeneytad Parrs 
toStade 


0330 401 880 
0330 401 887 
0330401 882 
0130 401 400 
0330 401 005 


land. During the day, cfoud and 
wintry showers wifi extend south 
across northern Scotland. It wi be 
cold in most pieces. 

□ London, EAngfia, E Midlands, 
Channel Isles, and SE, E, SW, 
NE, Central S and Central N 
England: bright or sunny intervals, 
a tew snow showers. Wind north¬ 
east, fresh to strong, moderating 
later. Max OC (32F). 

□ W Midlands, S Wales, N 
Wales, NW England, Lake Dt»- 


newaadused or reports from 24 hratoSDm.b- 

dwAAuwm of I9S an 0330 410 390 

Did fan your to brahex. 
you oay hawu ib set to poQ reecne moea 

43 i Afcertosn 

hri* tot Pwafcr uiTliapBta ISM On 

Cafe tndurgti) as 4$p per aanua cheap rns. Artermce 

5QppermnaKdoito anus. Beta! 


'bngre; e=doucfc d^Onsto; cfcock 
n- wn: S i - sh owy, al-dact i 
Sui R«i Ms 
hre to C F 


WGHEST & LOWEST 


Yesten&r ttghwtdoy temp. SouJ^on. Uency- 
4C (39F1. l o— os t day mac M -CT AYaarms. 
Bua>«£tjmirire. OC ,27F* ; rushed raadaft. 
Jersey OJBp. ntahe a suradunm Tree, t-nei 
Hcfcndes. 6 ifui. 


Sognar B 

SoumomHi 

Brito* 

Buxton 

C XtBO 

Clacton 

Cotoyn Bay 

Cronwr 

EtSnixagh 


Exraouh 

v7!sa"ffi 


i Fishguard 
; FoBwsaano 
i Gfcwflw 
r Guernsey 
• H w an g s 

‘ Hmo 


t5k> of Man 

i iSSL 


, KWoss 
J Loeda 
tor-** 
i toichan 


hr; ti 
OS 00? 
2.0 (ME 
<4 001 
J3 00? 
51 0.0! 
05 004 
55 
40 

5.9 0.01 
- 051 

4 7 001 
2 B 

05 00f 
31 004 
1.5 0.06 
05 Q2S 
4.7 

4.7 

4.1 oor 
15 024 
30 001 
18 002 
01 027 

5.7 001 
X 

X 

• 0-0.’ 
X 

0 8 001 
07 038 
X 

10 X 

4.9 
X 


PWt» 

Pranayn 


1 34 sn 
3 37 « 


■to m; du-duft hr tor to=tog; 
ranow; 0=4un: IHhunder 

Sun Ran 
tn n 

LUkhmptn 37 00? 

London 45 001 

am itoft 32 QOB 

lanefMOar . O.S 0.04 
targma 37 0.01 

Bnetaod 2.7 001 

kmeambe *2 00? 

Mwcatoe 08 007 

tarrtch 46 001. 

Wtard 55 001 

■n a nce X 

cote 001 

nmacyn X OOT 

om-o-wy» .15 001 

yd* X 

efccrob* X 

mt d ann • 36 • ■ - 
eunkiSnd £3 

embaro' OS . 

henUn X 

hiwidiy 1.0 001 

kegnem 30 

otnparl 35 001 

QUBOT 4S 

Mnavmy 24 

wtnag* 45 

stowriouh 31 

Ay £7 

ns 61 

nquay 23 003 

/nemouth • 0.06 

Bnmar 4.1 

toe w n 46 

>ayRtaifih 4.9 




■1 30 sn 

0 32 HI 

•2 28 b 

1 34 sn 

2 28 b 

0 32 b 

2 36 sn 

2 36 m 

-1 30. s 

-130 S 
2 36 * 

0 32 S 

1 34 sn 

-l 30 sn 


Snbm 
SeunfeiSnd 
S et boro' 
Shenh&i 
Shr*-*buqr 


0 32 s 

1 34 s 

3 37 an. 


Soowea 

Stornoway 

ftw osga 

Trt^nioiab 

nw 

Tynemoutj 


0 22 an 

i 34 sn 

4 38 sn 

0 32 0 

3 37 b 

0 32 a 


W aai »n*i 

Weymoudi 


1 34 • 

3 37 9 

1 34 b 

3 37 an 

■1 30 s 

0 32 a 

X> 32 a 


<S) 


NEWSPAPERS 

SUPPORT RECYCLING 
Hpcycetf pupo radt- up 

2AiiK,StC7P m T^ICi! 

ftjr uxneirp^aers r. r»5 


1 

fltuUSbl 

3 48 i 

18 6); 

Cologne 

Corfu 

^ 27e 
15 59 i 

MB'CKa 

20 63 9 

Cphagn 

-2 28 sn 

A&m 

17 63 c 

Dubhn 

5 41 c 

Amst'dm 

a Xm 

Oobrort* 

A 

Mara 

16 61 I 

Faro 

14 S7I 

BMW 

U 

91 1 

Harance 

1 Ui 

fttoin 

23 

73 a 

Frarittoi 

•7 .19 sn 

Bangkok 

31 

881 

FunchP 

17 631 


28 

821 

tom 

■4 25 to 

Bwcatena 

8 

461 

Obnftar 

12 54? 

getaa 

id 64 r 

Hatata 

■3 10 sn 

BsUsta 

■9 

16 s 

honqK 

13 64 s 

Balm 

-11 

12 8 

to?tow* 

-:0 u> 

Berrrtoda 

21 

70 1 

Manbut 

ii 52 r 

BtoW 

T 

34 7 

JtoMto 

27 *T S 

3BTd«-i 

-1 

30 z 

Jotwa 

Z? 721 

Brasds 

-1 

30 SR 

Karstoi 

X 

Budapsi 

-8 

13 an 


*5 51 f 

Gam 

19 66 s 

LPatoMS 

17 63 c 

Capo In 

3! 

72* 

to TOW 

2 36? 

ConSfl 

4 

39 e 

Utoon 

13 55 s 

di'etereh 

17 

63 - 

Locaoo 

•3 271 

OsssgB 

-1 

JOs 

LiaanPg 

6 21 M 


LUJSX 

Maddd 

Hlpa 

UNaga 

MbNb 

Udb’m* 

Mexico c 

men 


72 72 s 
4 »C 
9 48 r • 

15 S3 f 
17 63 s 

16 61 e 

17 63 a 
27 81 s 
-2 281 

-13 9 (0 
■W 0 C 
■9-16 3B 
20 88a - 
7 45 i 
a 77f . 



X ■ 

Wt* 

5 41 ! 

ON3 

-4 25 s 

Ptoto 

-1 30 an 

fttong 

3 37» 

Perth 

28 82s 


-15 5* 

5 41 f 
IS 501 


TerrpetoiMau? rn&*f Mondau. toes! tana X - noUoMXa 


. 3 37 a 

•6®1 f 

27 51 c 
-» 14* •• 

28 82> 
7-4S a 

30 061 

-6 21 »i 

. ■7 1 B-a» 

. « 64* 

■' « 

21 ib* 
-.-15 580. 

: -r is « 

. 1« «I, 

■' S-48«- 
. safv 
-n »* ■ 

>». n i, 

,‘21-»r* • 
.. >7 79/n 


Beneaffithelce 

It is iniWesterri Europe, where In 
1990forecasters spofce of^the^^Euro¬ 
pean decadc”to come,thal wader 
gnaws deep info satiety's bones 
arid electinrates^reacfify take die fro- 
zeri ground as a metaphor for eco¬ 
nomic stagnation and the 
impotence or incompetence of 
politidans--—--Page 15 

Lieder writer 

Two hundred years an,-'Schnbe rf !s 
- hefoienly melodies live more se¬ 
curely fotfie hearts ofrnusio-fovers 
than. be would ever have dared to 
hope -—Page 15 

Auld Freddie Frinton - 

In pur eiectraifo v age. the traditions 
ctf the firture are being created on 
bur screens and tapes —L Paige IS 


RaUan style: Linda Evai^geiista 
finds MaxMara worth gating out 

of bed for-----—Page lO 

No mesaing: The trouble with 
being a messy person is that me' 
feels so engulfed by impoidihg 
chaos that even to^ begin to put a bit 
of order info oneVlife is frighten- 
ing.says Nigdla Lawson-Page D 
Three’s a c row d: Magnus Linkla- 
ter has three identical scarves, all. 
Christmas presorts from bis moth¬ 
er. Why. he wohderc. does she mis-. 
read his character? - -Page U 


Scoring sates: Newspapers are in 
fierce competition to be : first with 
the news. The best way to increase 
sales, particularly for a tahfoid. is a 
good promotion feature—Page 18 
In her dreahte: An electronic guide 
to BBC management; a magazine 
that does not spew out glossy leaf¬ 
lets — two of Brenda Maddox* 
wishes forl997.; —...■—Page 18 


MICHAEL GOVE . 

Although eadi taking of human fife 
is unique and "horrible there'is 
something uniquely borribie about 
the scale, manna-and mentality of 
the Wests? crime. Only organ¬ 
isations or individuals - who bad 
forgotten hour to feeL could think 
otherwise __—Page 14 

SIMON JENKINS : 

We canriot handle good news. 1 
beSeve this inability is beaming as 
morally debilitating as the iwfi- 
nessi to absorb bad news. lt makes 
iisthizik. worse of QurfeSowritnem 
and of for^n couritries ~_P*ge M 

SIMON BARNES.- : xO.-.-. 

In farxdfy Ufo gener^km succeeds 
generation in amts ctf abbm 30 
.yoit But. in sport, entire tynm- 
tKsgrew, rrign,-suhside infodeca- 
dence, crash and ptummet. and the 
entire <yde takes no ihore than a 
few years „. —~_lfegr9 


Show gfrtx Wfry some estate 
agents think their refined style may 
be just a little but of tiafe~ Page 29. 


Sir Wlffiam Btnwa-doatnin of 
Scottish’ Television. - J9664Qr 7 Lcvr 
.Ayres; actan Profess or S.Xferbcrt 
• EraalttL erononrist. —.Page 17 


Resolving the problemof HebroBis 
an indispensable preconditkai for 
tte bontinuaticHurf tbe Middle East 
peace process. Any further, delay 
will only benefit the terrorists on 
both rides —ABC, Madrid 


A. 1997 prayerfor Africa; adoption 
policy; i996 royal e nga gement; 
royal succession; Gulf War filness; 
PbWsin Italy-,—_^_^Page 15 
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RUGBY UNION 


McGeechan’s plan 
to avoid leading 
Lions to slaughter 
PAGE 30 


BUSINESS 


The last laugh 
for software 
millionaires 
PAGES 33-38, 40 
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From Simon Wilde in harare 
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■. tF Michael Atherton had coo-. 

; ^sidaeddroppmghimsetffram ■ 
the .England sue today, he 
was not letting on yesterday. 

, The . ca ptain dead-batted the . 

suggestion that he might have 
./been the batsman left out for 
• the second one-day interna- - 
tkmal against Zimbabwe at 
’Harare Sports Club, which 
England must not lose if they 
are to avoid being beaten in.. 
the three-match series. ’' 

.. Instead, Graham. Thdrpei/ 
whose record in Emited-overs 
cricket is better than, those oft 
.'Atherton, Stewart Hussain 
' and Crawley, win be omitted •; 
so dial Engiand can play two 
aB-rounders, Tram and White, 
-and'give themselvesfoe sec¬ 
urity of six bowters . among:! 
whom to divide-- ]50f dftts. -' 
Caddidt and Tofnell are; also 
being left on the adedmes. -. '■ 

: idea rfatearif foafris.; 

trailing 1-0 dnjppingrits -best . 

albeit one who fyisjy 
: jstnigglecl recently, iscertamfy 
a novd one and wjJLdoabtiess v- 
> encourage theZinibabwezms -• 
fobelieve tlutf England have 
Joot followedtheir; advice and". 
abandoned fork: “superiority = 
_ '.jeoraqptex*”. 

It may also harden. The 
resolve of Zimbabwe to go on ; 
and win a series of formed-- 
' overs internationals for the - 
- first time . Until now, Zimba-: 
bweVbest result is a. 1-1 draw 
with Pakistan. — foe other 
' match was tied — at hometwo 
years ago. 

:<Though England will say. 
that the team named for today 
is foe one that gives them foie ‘ 
best -chance' of levelling the 
seriesjt is hard to believe foat . 
if Atherton werenot captain, 
he would still be in the side, 

Ideologically, he has hide 
sympathy for the ftnited-overs 
format (only on Monday he 
referred to the Zimbabwe leg . 
of England's winter tour as v 
bring over, even though two ’ 
one-day games remained to be 
played), is less adept than the - 
tikes ofThorpe at working the 


, bah around in tight situations, 
andfeinnpsratrffonn.. - 

"Stubs playing .the derisive 
innings against South Africa 
in Bloemfontein, a year ago, 
Atherton bos passed 30 ably 
twice m 17 one-day matches 
for England (only six of which 
they won) and, since arriving 
in Zimbabwe five weeks ago, 
he has accumulated only J53 
runs in ll innings. 

In foe first one-day irderaar 
tionaj, in Bulawayo two weeks 
agnjtiherton used up 77 balls 
scoring 23 runs arid. finding it ■ 
impossible to grir twt of mst 
gear, wascftsnnsseed attempt- 
mg . tn hif Grsmt-Tldwer, the ^ 
partAne , spinner, over die 
top. Although -several-erf his 
toanHnates were no less cul- ’ 
pable. : Athertra's per fo rmance 


QiaUttffit M AAhnton (captain). N V. 
KrfgM,. 
CruNtay, C WHto. RvmhbB CS6. 
OGoogft, C€ W«w«b0d,ADAWS(y. 
ZMBABWE »om£ Q W Ftawr. M H 
DsHtar. A DR Cmrtpbi* jJcapWr). D L 
Houghton. A’ Boww. A C \fetar, S J 
WNfill, P. A Stone. H H Stpsak, E A 
Brand#*, H R Otonga, S V Catde. B C 

■Sower...." . 


I contributed to. En glan d losing . 
a-lawscoring game by two 
wickets^ "i : 'i 1 . 

Inthepast, anenfey interna¬ 
tionals af Harare Sports Chib 
: have generally boip high scor¬ 
ing .-afifous, but juns have 
cane, at a laborious rale 
during England's games there 
on tins tour. -. ... 

The pitch today, is not the 
same doe as was used foir foe 
second Test;much and foe 
gtoundstaff, yesterday took a 
lot oftfoe grass off the outfidd 
that curtailed foe value of 
many strokes in tta game, - 
but. England' arefstiO not 
exjpectingfoffgan»tobe a run 
- feast ; -! > r - • • 

Irani wffl beplayinghis first 
match since bade trouWe 
^flai^jup .after; the first one- 
day internationaL Having 


been given an injection m his 
;..lumbar rqgidn to ease foe 
■ pain, he has worked lard in 
foe nets with David Lloyd. 
John Emburey arid fan 
Botham, not only to acquire 
the stamina to bowl long spells 
but also to modify his.actiori to 
put less strain on his bade and 
make the ball carry through. 

Irani has never been a great 
swinger of the ball; his poten¬ 
tial strength is to hit the pitch 
hard and move the ball away 
from foe bat The real test of 
his progress will come today 
and in the third match in the 
series on the same ground on 
Friday. ’ 

If he can satisfy the England 
-management that he still has a 
rote to play, he could yet 
remain ^ with foe team until the 
end of the New Zealand leg of 
foe tour, something that 
looked unHkefy two weeks 

ago. - . . / 

■ However, with White hav¬ 
ing been -toJd that he will 
remain with foe party for foe 
duration, and Cork joining the 
; side next weds. England could 
find themselves with more 
players than they are able.to 
keep occupied. 

That situation already ap¬ 
plies to Jack Russell, who has 
played roly two days of cricket 
since craning here, the most 
recent of than three weeks 
ago, and with Stewart in such 
foie form there is little pros¬ 
pect of him making anything 
but foe occasional appearance 
between now and the end of 
the tour, an March 4. 

Harare enjoyed its best wea¬ 
ther for a week yesterday, 
raising hopes that the match 
today roay not be spoilt If it is 
interrupted by rain, a new 
system of calculating revised 
targets will be used. It is a 
modification of the one used 
for the World Cup, but is no 
less complicated. Anyone rash 
enough to try to understand it 
while nursing a new year 
hangover wffl soon be reach¬ 
ing out again for the aspirin. 


m. 



Atherton unleashes a long throw during practice for the second limited-overs international with Zimbabwe 


Operation will not affect Stone’s plans for return 


£S%\ 


- 'A* 

• 1 . . .. ;r’.' 


Bv Richard Hobson 

STEVE STONE.'the Nottingham 
Fbresttoid England midfield ^ayer, 
. wffl lindemi a secemd operation on 
his injured knee next Monday, three 
weeks behind schedule. However, 
fe insists that the delay has been. 
. precantiraiaiy and that he will be fit 
for foe start of next season. 

Stone, S, niptuzed his patdla 
tendon in a freak acridoit during 
the FA' Ming Premiershi p game 
• against Leicester City on Septem¬ 
ber?. With the nearest opponent 
two yards away, his heel slipped 
and his boctyweight turned, over the 
knee as he was about to accept a 
KHrfine.pass close to the hallway 
line. He underwent reconstructive 
Stone: operation on Monday surgery two days later, and, next 


week, the wire that has been holding 
the knee together will be removed. 

: “I talked it over with the surgeon, 
who suggested that it might be as 
well to leave the operation until the 
new year, but there is nothing to 
worry about and the wire is not 
doing any harm whatsoever while it 
is there," Stone said. 

The delay allowed Stone, capped 
nine times, to spend a week before 
Christmas in Goa, where a fellow 
holidaymaker told him of foe resig¬ 
nation of Frank Clark as manager 
and appointment of Stuart Pearce at 
foe City Ground on a caretaker 
basis. The absence of Stone, seem¬ 
ingly ideal as a right wing back, has 
been a key reason far Forest's 
freefall to the bottotn of the FA 
Carling Premiership. 


“I wish I could get out there to 
help the lads." Slone said. “It could 
not really have happened at a worse 
time. but. once it was made dear 
thar there is no doubt about my 
playing again. I just had to work as 
hard as possible." 


Leader of the pack — 

Quality on demand__ 

Premiership guide-— 


A naturally bubbly character. 
Stone broke his leg three times as a 
teenager and is thus aware of the 
frustration that long-term injury 
brings. He has been helping his 
wife, Judith, in the running of their 
sandwich shop in the nearby village 


of Bingham and has a weekly slot 
on local radio titled “Banter with the 
Bulldog". 

Glenn Hoddle, the England 
coach, has monitored Stone's 
progress and the player could come 
into consideration for the World 
Cup qualifying game against 
Moklova at Wembley on Septem¬ 
ber 10. 

John Haselden, the Forest physio¬ 
therapist, said: “The problem with 
Steve is that he wants to run before 
he can walk. The first six months is 
healing and rehabilitation. He will 
be running before the end of the 
season, but it would be very, very 
foolish to ask him to play before 
that." 

Neil Lennon, the Leicester City 
midfield player, has been charged 
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with misconduct by the Football 
Association for allegedly making 
gestures to rival supporters. 
Lennon, the Non hern Ireland inter¬ 
national, was reported to the police 
by Newcastle United supporters for 
the gestures that he was claimed to 
have made during Leicester's 2-0 
win over Newcastle on October 26. 

Leicestershire police looked at a 
video of the incident and asked the 
FA to deal with the matter. Lennon 
has 14 days in which to respond to 
the charge. 

Brighton have been told that they 
will be accepted into the GM 
Vauxhall Conference if they finish 
bottom of the Nationwide League 
third division, even though they will 
not own their own ground after this 
season. 


last 


Winter 
break 
back on 
football 
agenda 

By Russell Kempson 

WITH the freezing wea¬ 
ther playing havoc with 
the New Year’s Day foot¬ 
ball programme — 36 
matches have been lost in 
the FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship, Nationwide League, 
Vauxhall Conference and 
Bell's Scottish League — 
calls for a mid-winter 
break are rife again. 

John Barnwell, the chief 
executive of the League 
Managers' Association, 
said yesterday: “The gen¬ 
eral feeling is that there 
should be some kind of 
break. The main problems 
are finding a time to suit 
everyone and how we 
would plan our season. 

“We would have to 
make sure the clubs would 
abide by a Inoak and not 
go overseas to try to make 
some money. That hap¬ 
pened when I was manag¬ 
ing in Greece. We nipped 
off to play in a four-team 
tournament!" 

Barnwell is not con¬ 
vinced that many dubs 
could afford to stay idle for 


Fixtures — 
Racing ——— 


_30 

_31 


long. “Many are now pics 
and. when you're a corpo¬ 
rate business, you’re affect¬ 
ed by market forces, 1 ’ he 
said. “The Christmas per¬ 
iod is a big money-spinner. 
I doubt if the finance 
experts at the big dubs 
would like to give up all 
that revenue." 

The Premiership has 
been least affected by the 
weather, with only two 
games lost LeicesterCit/s 
home game against Tot¬ 
tenham Hotspur was 
called off because of a 
frozen pitch while Derby 
County’s match against 
Sheffield Wednesday was 
cancelled on police advice. 

“There was no problem 
with the pitch, but the 
approach roads to the 
ground are treacherous." 
Jim Smith the Derby 
manager, said. 

West Bromwich Albi¬ 
on’s first division fixture 
with Tran mere Rovers 
could depend on the 
efforts of supporters asked 
to attend The Hawthorns 
with shovels and brushes 
this morning to remove 
snow lying on the pitch 
covers. If their efforts are 
successful, they will be 
given tickets for the game. 

Many FA Cup third- 
round ties, scheduled for 
Saturday, are already in 
danger. Wycombe Wan¬ 
derers have switched their 
match against Bradford 
City to Sunday, giving 
them extra time to bring in 
a hot air balloon from 
Scotland to protect the 
surface. 

Llanelli’s rugby union 
fixture against an Italian 
XV was lost yesterday 
while the all-weather card 
at Southwell is the only 
racing meeting to survive 
today. 





Call us anytime on 0800 00 88 00 Wherever you are, 

CitiPhone Banking gives you free 24 hour access to your account 365 days a year. 


CITIBANK 

THE CITI NEVER SLEEPS. 

























2 2 SPORT 

FOOTBALL: LIVERPOOL TOP CLASS IN HALF-TERM PREMIERSHIP REPORT 
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Leader Barnes stays 


ahead of the pack 


T he hair is receding, the 
feci are splayed and ihe 
pace dial once made 
John Barnes such a thrilling 
athlete has to lx used sparing¬ 
ly. nn more ihan once or twice 
i’n a match. Vet Barnes re¬ 
mains in pole position, the 
leader, organiser and guide of 
Lherpni.il as the year turns 
and the race continues to¬ 
ward* the destiny of the 1907 
FA Carlin? Premiership title. 

When Barnes stored the 
final goal of the old year on 
Sunday. it was a model of 
composure, an example of the 
quickness of eye and the 
acquired knowledge of a man 
playing his JODth league game 
in almost a decade of Liver¬ 
pool red. If he wins a third 
championship medal, he will 
be the link between Liverpool 
and the tide, that was broken 
six years ago. "The brain 
speeds up. the body slows 
down." Anthony Dowell, who. 
as a prince among ballet 
dancers, knew something of 
the ageing process, said. 

However. Roy Evans, the 
Liverpool manager, having 
rebuilt the team around 
Barnes, sees it this way: "This 
season is defying all the nor¬ 
mal rules. People are asking 
what it takes to stay up. never 
mind to win this champion¬ 
ship. Leicester gave us a very 
difficult proposition at Anfield 
on Boxing Day. Southampton 
gave us a fair old game nn 
Sunday ... but we’ve shown 
we are back in contention for 
major honours. The pleasing 
thing is the determination is 
there." 

Determination, hunger, per¬ 
severance. Arc all of these still 
in Barnes? Evans knows that 
Steve McManaman can give 
his team vitality, that Robbie 
Fowler can sneak goals from 
little opportunity. He must 
suspect that Liverpool lack a 
midfield enforcer in the mould 
of Roy Keane, of Manchester 
United, so he comes back time 
and again to his leader. "John 
Barnes d/jesnl surprise me 
because J see him every day in 
training." Evans said. “He has 
a vested interest in the champ¬ 
ionship — he needs it to come 
in the next few years because 
he doesn’t know how long he 
will last." 


the third weekend of April, we 
could see at Anfield the vital 
game. Liverpool versus Uni¬ 
ted. 

Arsenal must quickly arrest 
form that has wrought only 
three point* from the past four 
games. They need David Sea¬ 
man to recover from his rib 
injury and Ian Wright to be 
less irresponsible and more 
irrepressible. His goals are 
gold dust, but he misses three ■ 
games through yet another 
suspension in January. 

Wimbledon? Joe Kinncar, 
the manager, turning sows' 
cars into v silk, getting the 
maximum from each compo¬ 
nent. works on one fifth of the 
audience potential of Man¬ 
chester United. one tenth of 
the weekly income. Yet his 
side's 19-gamc unbeaten run, 
trusting mightily on the 
sprints of Efcoku and Gayle, 
on tiie promptings of Earle 
and Leonhardsen. fell apart at 
Vjlla Park a week ago. 

It was nut just that Wimble¬ 
don sifted some of the five 
goals, more that the team was 
woefully unassertive before 
them. Wimbledon are a defi¬ 
ance of logic, a romance on a 
shoestring and yesterday 
Ladbrokes shortened the odds 
on them from 33-1 to 25-1 to 
become champions. 

They stand, for the moment, 
a place ahead of Newcastle 
United. How harrowed Kevin 
Keegan becomes as his team, 
with a ceiling above all others 


ROB HUGHES 



Football Commentary 


(beating Manchester United 
5-0. thrashing Tottenham 
Hotspur 7-1). betray their pedi¬ 
gree through erratic defence, 
finer Beardsley, older than 
Barnes but no less gifted in 
soothing a ream, dips in form 
around this time. Newcastle 
also have to visit Arsenal. 
Manchester United. Liverpool 
and Wimbledon before the 
end of the season. 

Below' them, Aston Villa, 
have not quite recaptured the 
brio of last season. Losing 
Gary Charles and Gareth 
Southgate to injury', they rely 
over-much on Dwight Yorke 
and Savo Milosevichis Serbi¬ 
an partner. Yet any team that 
can commit Sasa Curcic to the 
bench has an abundance of 


riches, if only it can be welded 
to self-belief. 

The Premiership h3s a very 
shallow comfort zone. Chel¬ 
sea. Everton. Sheffield Wed¬ 
nesday and, when not 
travelling north, Tottenham, 
are in it. 

“The Premiership is becom¬ 
ing bener. more teams can 
challenge for the title," Ruud 
Gullit, 'the Chelsea player- 
manager. said. He believes 
that England’s performance 
during Euro 96. as much as 
the influx of foreign talent, has 
improved confidence in the 
game. Yet Chelsea, scarcely 
showing desire for the battle at 
Leeds or at Sunderland raise 
the question of whether so 
many fine foreigners in one 
team destabilises the English 
club virtue. 

They can play on the highest 
plane, but are they ready to 
respond to the tribal demands 
of the British way? 


B arnes has turned from a 
player once accused of 
being too laid back into 
possibly the pivotal performer 
in such a close-run champion¬ 
ship. “It feels a long, hard 
season." he said, "f don't think 
well go on unbeaten, but 
neither will the others. The so- 
called lesser teams are more 
organised than ever before, all 
the top teams are capable of 
beating one another. This 
Liverpool team is potentially 
as good os the one in l°Q0: 
when the youngsters grow up 
a bit. well see — but <t five- 
point lead is easily catchable if 
we are not up to it." 

A glance at the table sug¬ 
gests that there are five main 
rivals. Manchester United 
nave the desire, the pedigree 
and the youth to be champions 
again. They need more from 
Eric Cantona and less by way 
of inconsistency frnm Peter 
Schmeiehel in the second half 
of the season. They must also 
overcome the distract inn unev 
Eur«.»pe is revisited in the 
spring. .Around ihjt time, on 



Bames is still calling the shots for Liverpool as he 
tries to win his third championship winner’s medal 


E venon and Wednesday 
are nearly teams: capa¬ 
ble of frustrating any¬ 
one. but surely not ripe for 
honours. Tottenham are frus¬ 
trating even their own sup¬ 
porters and their battle lies 
within. 

Immediately below them, 
from Derby County down, lie 
the quicksands of relegation 
fear. Derby. Leicester City and 
Sunderland came up last sea¬ 
son and all have done better 
than forecast, but Leicester 
and Sunderland, in particular, 
have had to run hard merely 
to stand still in relative mid¬ 
table calm. 

Coventry City, having spent 
£!S million and changed man¬ 
agers. needed a further £1 
million speculation on Darren 
Huckerby to give them impe¬ 
tus. Four successive wins, 
though, have suddenly pro¬ 
pelled them from bottom to 
fourteenth place and they 
should survive. So should 
Leeds United, even if George 
Graham’s infamously prag¬ 
matic means win no friends. 
West Ham United periodically 
entertain, yet still the lower 
reaches entertains them. 

Middlesbrough, with such 
expensive imports and such a 
leaky defence, could win the 
Coca-Cola Cup and flirt peril¬ 
ously with relegation. Black- 
bum Rovers, re-shaped by 
Tony Parkes. could climb to 
safety now that Chris Sutton 
and Graeme Le Sam are fit. 

Graeme Souness. the South¬ 
ampton manager, arrived last 
summer swearing: “I certainly 
haven't come here to be in¬ 
volved in a relegation battle." 
Some of his purchases are 
bener than that, but the truth 
lies in the table, where the 
Saints have sinned so often 
with careless giveaway goals. 
Last, but not leasL are Not¬ 
tingham Forest, whose archaic 
club structure and indecisive 
boardroom so undermined 
Frank Clark, the manager, 
that he was willing to devamp 
— e-.en willing to go down to 
Manchester City. 

Predictions are not only 
jr.kLnd. they are foolish when 
we consider that the Premier¬ 
ship :s now as much a com¬ 
mercial concern as a sporting 
contest. Anyway, it would be 
easier to study meteorology 
and ro warn of global warm¬ 
ing while the world freezes 
ewer. 
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10/11 EVERTON 9ft DRAW BLACKBURN 5/2 

doodison Park, kn'e-off 5 45pm, Li .e on Sky TV 


CORRECT SCORE 


6/1 EVERTON 
S/1 EVERTON 
15/2 EVERTON 
11/2 DRAW 


14/1 DRAW 2-2 
8/1 BLACKBURN 1-0 
16/1 BLACKBURN 2-0 
12/1 BLACKBURN 2-1 


8/13 MAN. UTD. 12/5 DRAW ASTON VILLA 4/1 

Old TraHord, Kfck-oft 8 00pm. Live on Sky TV 


CORRECT SCORE 


13/2 MAN. UTD. 

1-0 

611 

DRAW 

1-1 

13/2 MAN. UTD. 

2-0 

14/1 

DRAW 

2-2 

15/2 MAN. UTD. 

2-1 

10/1 

VILLA 

1-0 

10/1 MAN. UTD, 

3-1 

16/1 

VILLA 

2.1 


Other scores on request. 
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Bjomebye took time to settle but is now in the thick of the Liverpool action. Photograph: Clive Brunskill 


Liverpool’s Norwegian deliverer 
supplies quality on demand 


T his season has been 
dominated by the ex¬ 
citement over foot¬ 
ball's foreign influx. The 
doings of Vialii and 
Ravanefli. Emerson, Cruyff 
and Berger fill the pages of 
tabloid and broadsheet alike; 
but, in Liverpool's fine run. 
one of Ihe key players has 
been a longer serving, and 
much less heralded, foreign¬ 
er— Stig Inge Bjomebye. 

He feels finally established 
as an ever-present this season 
and is playing with visible 
confidence. “We’ve been on 
his case for some time to 
improve his confidence," Roy 
Evans, the Liverpool manag¬ 
er. said. "Confidence is a 
wonderful thing in football, 
you need to be confident to 
do things right, and he’s been 
picking up on that all the 
time," 

He has scored important 
goals this season already, 
beginning at Middlesbrough 
on the opening day. bis first 
for the dub. but he has also 
been a ready supplier to his 
forwards. After Liverpool's 
0-0 draw with Sunderland, 
Peter Reid, the Sunderland 
manager, was moved to say: 
“The only threat came from 
set-pieces — Bjomehye’s 
crosses are real quality." 

Bjomebye arrived at Liver¬ 
pool for £b00.000 four years 
ago. in the dog days of 
Graeme Souness’s spell as 
manager, as a young left 
back from Rosenborg BK 
Trondheim, then a virtually 
unknown dub in the north of 
Norway. It is fair to say that 


Peter Ball meets Stig Inge Bjomebye, 


an unsung member of the foreign legion 


it took him time to settle. 
Arriving at a dub in turmoil 
did not help, and the shy 22- 
year-old struggled. “My first 
game, we lost 5-1 at Coven¬ 
try," Bjomebye said, "and it 
went on from there really." 

Yet, when he played for 
Norway, he looked a much 
better player than he did for 
Liverpool. “He does better 
away," one senior Liverpool 
official said at the time. 
"Anfield seems to intimidate 
him." 

Bjomebye con- _ 

cedes the point, 
but there was also 
the footballing 
change. English 
football is often 
disparaged for its 
crudeness, but 
Bjomebye went 

to Liverpool, a _ 

team playing 
passing football, from a more 
direct dub side, and an 


The only 
threat came 
from his 
crosses’ 


Now. confidence growing, 
he has adapted successfully. 
He began to do so two years 
ago, holding bis place in the 
team that won the Coca-Cola 
Cup in 1995. A week later he 
suffered a broken leg and he 
was out of the game for 
almost a year. When he did 
come bade' Rob Jones and 
then Sieve Harkness stood 
between him and recaptur¬ 
ing his first-team place. 

Behind the quiet, polite 
exterior, however, there is a 
• determined char¬ 

acter, and Bjom¬ 
ebye battled on. 
Injuries to Jones 
and Harkness 
have opened the 
way for him and 
he has grabbed 
his chance with 
alacrity. 

In the process 
a better player. 


international team based on 
the Charles Hughes philoso¬ 
phy. where long diagonal 
bails from Bjomebye's accu¬ 
rate left foot were a key 
element in their attacking 
play. Obviously, it was not 
particularly attractive, but it 
was very successful. 

“1 prefer Liverpool" Bjom¬ 
ebye said, “but it was hard 
for me to get into that style, 
coming from the kick and 
rush football to playing pass 
and move." 


he looks 
attacking with purpose but 
still defending solidly. 
Bjomebye himself believes 
that he is now playing the 
best football of his career. 

"I'm a regular for the 
second time." he said, “but 
the first time there was too 
much variation in my perfor¬ 
mances. I hope I can stay 
consistent this season at a 
high level." 

He has done so thus for, 
revelling in the greater op¬ 
portunities offered as a wing 
back. “It’s quite a difficult 


position to play in." he stud. 
“There's a lot of running and 
a lot of tactical things in¬ 
volved, but 1 quite uke it 
now. 

“It helps if you are a strong 
runner. I wasn't as fitin the 
past as i am now. Some¬ 
times. when I got the baH, I 
was too .tired to do things 
with it Ifs important that, 
when you get the balL yon 
feel fresh enough to give it 
the right touch and Ttit die 
right cross, rather than bong 
too tired and miskickiiigT 

The greater strength is 
evident in his powerful run¬ 
ning. although he [days it 
down. “It's nothing major. 
I’m not training like [foftmf 
Christie, but. when you are 
coming from a broken leg to 
Liverpool's first team, that’s a 
long way. and it means a lot 
of work." he said. 

“I have to work baud at 
things to get better. You have 
got to have a steady mind, do 
the right things and' be 
professional." 

Nobody will doubt 
Bjomebye's steady mmd and 
professionalism, but; Evans 
sees something else this seah 
son. "You’re always deed¬ 
ed to see the likes ofSligdo. 
welL because he's ~a'great 
professional" Evans said. 

“He's come throng a 
system in Norway, aud io aQ 
of Scandinavia, where-they 
are very disciplined about the 
whole game. Off the heck of 
that, be has learnt now to 
have a bit of free spirit 
himself, and (haft the im¬ 
provement m his game."^ 


Arsenal to confirm interest 
if Ince becomes available 


B> Our Sports Staff 


‘ f." - , r.' ‘ 


ARSENAL would he rempred 
;u hid for Paul Jnw? i; 
Intemazionule put him on :r.c 
market. ArsOne Wunger. their 
manager, said yesterday 

"U'e would think it over if 
Paul Inuv became available." 
Wenwr >aid. "Yes. of course. 
Inter will decide the future of 
I nee because he is under 
contract. but. for hi» qualiry. 
yes. we -.vuuld be interested, 
just like many other clubs" 

Ince. v.’hrt joined Infer from 
.Manchester United, was 

linked with a move ;i.: Arsenal 
last season, but his financial 
demands proved a stumbling: 
block. 

He lus been the subject o:' 
racial abuse from opposing 
supporters in Italy and has a 
poor disciplinary record ir. 
Sene A. but. while Arsenal are 
interested in ince. Wenger 
said that ihw were nolconsid¬ 
ering a bid for Jurgen 
Klinsmann, the former Tot¬ 
tenham Hotspur striker, who 
is reportedly unseated at Bay¬ 
ern Munich. 

Manchester L'r.f-ed's plans 
to strengthen their squad in 
their pursuit of die European 
Cup have been put on hate. 
With the qualification dead¬ 
line on January 15. Alex Fergu¬ 
son. the United manager, 
recognises that he may have ro 


rely on his present squad 
when Porto arrive for the 
quarter-final in March. 

"There are no players 
around, and the deadline 
might be coming op too soon 
tor us." Ferguson said yester¬ 
day. ")? is looking sen' remote 
now that we are going to get 
a?,v oiaver tn.“ 



lnce: under contract 


Through the autumn Uni¬ 
ted had been closely linked 
with NadaJ, the outstanding 
international defender from 
Spain who had been out of 
favour at Barcelona, but his 
appearance for the dub in tfm 
Cup Winners’ Cup, making 
him ineligible to play for 


United in Europe, ended Fer¬ 
guson's interest. That is a 
recurring problem. 

While Fereuson seems un¬ 
likely to buy any overseas 
players, sorting out foreigners 
will be one of Frank Clark's 
problems at Manchester City. 
His first will be to deal with 
Nigel Clough's position. 
Clough is at present on loan at 
Nottingham Forest, 

“1 haven't been able to talk 
ro him so far." Clark said, “but 
l need to find out what he is 
thinking. I would be very- 
happy if he wants to stay at 
Maine Raid." 

Until Clough's position is 
clarified. Clark has refused to 
allow him to become cup-ikd 
by playing for Forest on 
Saturday, Clough had been 
rite targe: for some of City's 
disaffected supporters, tail not 
the only one. with Uwe Rosier 
responding angrily to abuse at 
Barnsley last Saturday. 

"Getting stick from support¬ 
ers isn’t very- pleasant, but it is 
part of the game, and players 
have got to put up with it,” 
Clark said "The only way they 
can deal with ir is by perfor¬ 
mances on the pitch. It is no 
good asking the fans to be 
patient. They’ve been patient 
at this club for a tong time and 
we’ve go! to ghne than hope." 


Duffy glories in challenge: 



By Our Sports Staff 


JIM DUFFY takes charge of 
Hibernian for the first time 
today for the Edinburgh derby 
against Heart of Midlothian 
at Easter Road, welcoming the 
challenge. 

“I don't think I could ask for 
a bener game to begin with." 
Duffy, the former Dundee 
manager, said. "If you don't 
fed motivated as a player for a 
new* year derby against your 
focal’rivals, you shouldn't be 
in foot hall. After that, we have 
Rangers craning here on Sat¬ 
urday, so 1 could hardly have 
had two more exciting 
fixtures.” 

Hibernian will have to con¬ 
quer their Easter Road nerves 
to give Duffy a winning start, 
for this season they have won 
only three games' out of ten 
there. Duffy will be without 
the suspended John Hughes, 
but Gordon Hunter, Kevin 
Harper and Pat McGiniay 
should be fit after missing the 
draw away to Aberdeen on 
Saturdaj-. 

Hearts are likely to recall 
Dave McPherson, the captain, 
to their defence, and Neil 
PoLnton may also return. They 
will be looking to John Robert¬ 
son to add to his tally pf grads 
in these spirited encounters. 
Robertson scored twice in the 
4-! win orer Motherwell last. 


weekend and his total of 
league goals for the club now 
stands ax202. just four short of 
Jimmy Wardhaugh’s record. 

Hearts were uplifted yester¬ 
day by the return of Gary 
Locke, their young defender.' 
after a seven-month absence. 
He played for an hour in a 
reserve match against Moth- 


Leslie Deans has replaced' 

Chris Robinson as chair¬ 
man of Heart of Midlothi¬ 
an. The men had intended 
to rotate the chairman¬ 
ship when they took over 
at Tynecastle, but 
instead have - trade the 
change halfway through 
arfiv* 


tbdrfive-year plan. 


erwdl, his first game-since 
injuring a knee in the Scottish 
Cup final last May. 

Aberdeen travel south to 
face Dundee -United confident 
that the match -WiH~go ahead- 
because of the undersoil heat- , 
ing at Tannadjce: Stewart.- 
McKimmie, the -Aberdeen 
captain, is bade in the sguad 
after a three-match, suspend, 

store ' ' 

United have moved 
in Area points rf third-piaced-. 
Aberdeen, whose'manager. 


Roy Aitken. will be looking for 
an improvement in forin after 
recent defeats by JUlmaniock 
and Celtic andthe draw with 
Hibernian.. 

United have Lars Zetterlund 
in their squad and : Tommy 
' McLean,' their manager, has 
added to his Scandinavian 
contingent by brinpag in; 
Jonas Wirmcte. the Swedish 
defender., on a -month’s 
contract. ' . C- - ■ 

, Jamie McQuilken is out 
with a. throat infection, so 
Craig'Easton, is. k promoted 
to the first-team squad- “He 
has been doing-wdl for the 
reserves," McLean said. 

. .A morning inspection will 
determine- whether the Fife 
derby between Dunfermline 
Athletic and Raitfvftovws can 
go ahead aJ East End Park. 
Dunfermline. jhave con¬ 
ceded seven goals in their past 
tivo . games, to Hearts and 
Celtic, expert to have Craig 
- ■ Robertson bade in action after 
a brot aHnfluenza. - . 

. u-Rafth are strengthened fay 
the return; from suspension, of 
-John Millar.- A win hr Raith, 
who have lost thefr pasr-dirw 
. would put them level 
. with MotherwelL whose gaine 1 
: with ■' Kilmarnock teas' been 
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THE T1MES NEW YEAR’S DAY GUIDE TO THE PREMIERSHIP 


BLACKBURN ROVERS 


CHELSEA 


COVENTRY CriY 


*. - .— 

If Arsenal cannot berta.ideptetr! . 
vrf 5 * °a Middlesbrough, iheycah 
77 . surely forget the.?reiraCTship: ■, 

. 1 .And they wiU stift.ha«e tan ^' 

nViight, whos e three-match suapfensirm; -. 
.v.dqes not-start unnl Janaary 4; justmtime 

for fte.-.FA Cup. Not Tfr£t- r y ly'7A riBh»l '- 
: defence, which shipped water-lathe second 
.. hal f ag ainst Villa fast ■"■ 

if Areet^^dein the Second half asflity 4 «r 

against V5Ua,"ihere must-be’*eal•doubts.‘ 

about their stamina: 11 ... ' "7 . BO 


year, with Villa 
&ifc celebrating its centenary 
pihStt'TMtenhajn Hotspur .visit 
... ....... -cn Aptfl l^-.A vast array'of 

••• • >'x oB gn ijfflfl raBtg'. aditfitks~ are being 
• - -'-organised, fncfatt&ngR cotowrfiil pre-mateh 
ii, r, match from Pray Bam ft is also rumoured 

-V - a'-j* i&rlrfc-mUnarv 


cbold he 'nn. : ' 4 jftT:'at' 1897. prices - ,-.-witii' 
gaVnfag* rcffls at ^.ihthe real world, Vffia 
tafct ^ManchesterUnited. at Ok! Traflord 
today"; NwwastftDniied and livapool in 
^sv^ succession. Happy New Year. RK 


Blackburn will make at least 
tfjijBmjS one signing in the next few 
weeks, although Tony Rarfces. 
the caretaker manager, will no 
doubt act rat die advice of Sven Coran 
Eriksson. Paul Inee is one name men¬ 
tioned. and Oliver Bierhoff. of Germany, 
another. exotic is Mike Sheron, the 
Stoke CSty forward, whom Parkes has now 
watched twice, and a £1 million move could 
be in the offing. Rovers could move out of 
the bottom three for the first time this 
season if they defeat Everton today. DM 


- -, v - Chelsea will be looking for 
•*^--.■*1 revenge against a Liverpool 
r- l; ~ team tiias pulverised them at 
- Anfield. Bui there was no 
Gianfranco Zola in the Chelsea side then. 
Man-mar king seems as unlikely for Zola as 
for Sieve McManaman. of Liverpool, but it 
usually seems to baffle Liverpool when it is 
used. Supplied by McManaman, a fit 
Fowler becomes a" threat to any defence. 
Chelsea will be hoping that Grodass 
bizarre fumble lhai cost them on Saturday 
was just an aberration. RG 


Four wins in a row could 
become five for Coventry today 
when erratic Sunderland travel 

to Highfield Road. Whatever 
Gordon Sirachan. the manager, has pre¬ 
scribed to his previously ailing troops 
should be bottled and sold at a fat price, 
such are its apparently miraculous quali¬ 
ties. Steve Ogrizovic, 39. revealed his secret 
elixir after a dub record 554th appearance 
in the >0 win against Middlesbrough on 
Saturday. "It's true.” he said “I take ax] 
liver oil tablets for my dodgy knees.” RK. 


DERBY. COUNTY; 


It app^^.&atsiidca.are be§ 
nuigtdxumWe Derby.Al? 
Asanovic, iheff.fayman.,3 


ing a ruii dT‘ fiwf mahStes {fa', ; 

1 Premiership newcooters'Iisw-adSr^^ 


rnc javesope mpigmffjra&r 

: inmidfieki, buiheis feec^wloot.to&HraV 1 
-- touch ef quafity.^ Jlm Srni^ tferrianager, 
y said. Asanovk. . who. does' nrt radish tine:' 

• physical side,'can rest\jwtfL\fise; Sheffield f„ 


xrf conditions optside^he ground: 


evoton 

ti'&fiHR : TEwrtda need the new. year to. 

brmg a swift change of fortune- 
“ With on!y<me wxnin six games. - 

thar hopes of .getting fato the. 
thick of the title race are recedihg fct Thar 
'^.reoord;.. against - .lower opposition: -at 
: Goodison in recent years, with Port ;Vale. 
7. ■ Stockport and Yorkafl drawmgthere. isnot 
. encouraging. Today Waison. Parkinson 
and Kanchelskis may be pressed into 
£ salyuaswitii Uiiswwrfa 
: . arid - HinriicHfic but of action in the 

.; tongterm. •-'7• ; V*. .- . PB 


LEHJS UNITED 


LEICESTER CITY 


LIVERPOOL 


The holiday period was not 
-f kind to Leeds, and they need to 
stan the new year well if the 
season is not to degenerate 
into a constant struggle against relegation. 
David Wetherail could return ai Newcastle 
today, and Lee Sharpe and Rod Wallace 
are both hoping to be fit for a recall. If 
Wallace comes in, Tony Yeboah seems 
likely to be the man at risk, his perfor¬ 
mance at Old Trafford not convincing 
George Graham, the manager, that he had 
been wrong not to play him sooner. PB 


Ian Marshall began his career 
j V£_: as a defender before joining the 
' forward line to good effect ai 

Oldham. Needs" must, how¬ 
ever. and Marshall has been a revelation 
since Martin O’Neiil. the manager, drafted 
him into the back three, originally as a stop¬ 
gap measure. In one way the transforma¬ 
tion began within days of Marshall's 
arrival from Ipswich in an £800.000 deal 
last August. Fed up with mickey-taking, he 
hacked off his flowing permed locks and 
thus lost his nickname of “Keegan”. RH 


; It is not the best way to spend 
± ~c New Year's Eve. travelling for 
*•> -* half a day on snowbound 

lSI ^ roads, then stuck in a hotel just 
south of London. Most of the squad will be 
in bed early, so the first-footing must wait 
until morning. Roy Evans, the manager, is 
hoping that celebrations will be performed 
after the game at Chelsea, where victory 
would confirm serious title aspirations. “We 
have been winning matches like this one. 
and if we maintain such resilience, then we 
wont be far away.” he said. DM 


• MANCHESTER UNITED 



» WftH tbe EA Carfing Pttanier- 
ship,' the European Cop and ' 
ftie FA «tin : iri thar ag^s, 

-. ... rtite aew year holds xirii prom- . 

far,'for United,' 'but Alex Ffcrgusoo, the. 
manag er, sprAe’tob sodn when he said that 
" tbe-return Roy Keane and. Andy Cote 
mfernf iwrybtx^' liras coating back to full - 
fitnes^.at die right time, FalSster^ roror- 
retfee of ?r bade irfuiy and HtB-Newite'S - 
pinndniftr -'. frvpr .fcaves ..TJiihed • withwt 
.exjwdenced cover defimsb^, with ^te l !^ 
Bkriyto beoat for a'ipanth., ; ; - PB 


T'.AiV 

Bryan Robson, the manager, 
>; ,' -. may be just ten days short of 

his fortieth birthday but he is 
_ contemplating starting in mid¬ 
field at Arsenal today. Meanwhile, Vladi- 
. mir Kindova Slovakian left back, awaits a 
work. pexrmLpenthng a mooted £1 million 
move to Teesside and Robson confirms he 

^ fn ^^^ d^firrmBarcgl ■ and Paul 
fine;fromftnernazionate. “If Paul becomes 
available, we will be very interested," he 

safcL.\7..-‘.-:7 LT 


MIDDLESBROUGH 


NEWCASTLE UNITED 


NOTTINGHAM FOREST 




How do you bring back to 
«0alERv earth a side who were hard 
when only scoring 

--^ seven? Answer, not easily. The 

last time Newcastle won so well, they 
embarked on a run that all but extinguished 
their title hopes. This time, according ro Sir 
John Hall the chairman, things wfll be 
difierem. “It is essential that we keep it 
going this time, and we will." he said. “No 
one has got away from us in the league. 
There will be four or five teams vying for the 
title — and we will be one of them." DM 


Smart Pearce will deride 
• whether to continue as manae- 
-- er for the remainder of the 
season this coming Tuesday. 
He wiU meet Irving Korn, the chairman, 
after the extraordinary meeting next week, 
when shareholders could decide to back a 
takeover bid from a local consortium. 
Pearce confesses to feeling the strain after 
just 12 days as caretaker manager and 
player but much will depend on results at 
West Ham today and in the FA Cup third- 
round tie against Ipswich on Saturday.RH 


-..V- 

l 

* • 1 ’ 1 -• 7 . 


• 'Js?i 



p2£S HE»TOi>WEDNESDAY 


SOUTHAMPTON 




it is difficult to appreciate from 
;fhe league cables, but Sheffield 


HOW THEY STAND 


MW i* . r J • - ^ftieOMtHpflSOf il»C UBUrsmaa. • »yw 

- V«frav?i."Wastitea?xanationofE)avidPleat, 
. ... .m. - .fv^ the niaoager7“But it shows we are difficult 
I f' -.tn.ijeat, and tiiai is always an endearing 

I .^7' ‘{ ;7 I . ••' qU^ty ar' tius leveL" Indeed. Today, 
I 1 :' \- y7l^7-V ~^5j^'*^-pli|y^iti^beidle. • DM 

I ■ • - 


enters. TTod many 
atfon of David Pleat,' 


irvjA-.-v -. 




._P Pts.. diff 

I.TJvonpoof.. 7 . .21 42 +19 

2 Manchester Utd.20 37 +17 

3. Arsenal.20 37 +17 

y • A Wimbledon. 19 37 +10 


5 Newcastle.-20 34 +13 


Last five 

Ige games 

WWDDW 

DOWWW 

WDLDD 

WWWLW 

DLDLW 

WWWID 
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'■ 7 '.' ..+pnrk' flwm ..Till r 


P : ; taring tittle for dietary poli*- 
- kail correctness, Peter Reid, the 
< t manager, ’ permits his players 
to consume traditional English 
hjeak^rts, to down lagers, on roach 
idt frota'awav fixtures and he even 


W-'mrm£L~ ..20 20 ■* wddwl:, . 

... „20 23 -5 .DlilD. 

. 20 23 -7; '^toJ3D 

SOficfeisayfcl..20 - 23 '' ■^-ile.ildWLWL- 


" r 4@fT ^ ur * Maximov, the Dynamo 
Kiev and Ukraine midfield 
player, has impressed during a 
ww trial period, and Graeme 
Souness, the manager, has tabled an 
improved offer for Matt Ellion. of Oxford 
United. The reaction of Souness to Dave 
BeasanfS aberration against Liverpool was 
the signing of Maik Taylor, the Barnet 
goalkeeper. Southampton were three points 
better off at the same stage last season, and 
had even won an away game, against their 

opponents today. Wimbledon. NS 
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16-West Ham......—-,...:- Jjj'.- fi -7 

V<- '>$7 Midcfiesbrough20 18 -13 
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TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 


L ' iv. i.7; '--.despite- nursing a ,wired-up Iwoken jaw. 

7 7 . • 7 :■}:■ . 77 ’,''' Kenn Ball. The captain, has insisted on 

•; ■ VW'V fravdling tot^Tventry to be with his team- 

_ 1 T .' ■ -.'J" > .-Vi. m a »c tariflV-. '• • IT 




& zSi. 


y Tottenham Hotspurt Chigwell 
training ground was a sombre 

j place on Monday, as the 
aftershock of the 7-1 annihila¬ 
tion against Newcastle United still rever¬ 
berated. Amid the battered morale, it also 
emerged that Sol Campbell and John Scales 
were nursing injuries .Chinks of light were 
almost non-existent but the form of Allan 
Nielsen, the three-goals-in-three-games 
Danish midfield player, at least bodes welL 
“It is gening better and better for me." he 
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. WEST HAM UNITS) 


WIMBLEDON 


sgStou. ~ 
& 




aw: sa 

' - have to 

^ - v . Redknai 


fflHSw. The crowd wtU be Mowing 
bubbles at half-time today in 
an aJtonpt to get Upton Park 
into the Guinness Book of 
Records and raise money for a local 
hospice. Harry Redknapp, the manager, 
c on te m plates changing a vanning team to 
acOTnmodate Radurioiu, who is finally 
coming to terms with the rigours of English 
football “You have to work hard and you 
have to get kicked up in the air at times," 
Redknapp said. "It looks as if that is sinking 
in at last." _ 


nlSn “A phenomenal year." was the 

verdict of Joe Kinnear, die 
manager, on 19%. "The players 
should be proud of what they 
have achieved." Only 18 to go after victory at 
Everton. where the absence of influenza 
victims Earle. Holdsworth and Perry meant 
the return of McAllister, a midfield role for 
Cunningham, a right back, and a full debut 
for Duncan Jupp, the Scotland under-21 
international, a £200,000 dose-season sign¬ 
ing from Fulham. All three could continue 
at Southampton._ NS 
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n.i. i.-mn- rtiixai finnumo pptBr ftaM Kwnpson, Richard Hobson, Louise Taytor. ffic* Szczepanik. 

Reports: Brtan 
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: 'ARSENAMT; 7 
lHDDt^3RQUGH: 


TOKEIB^SoWote. 



CHELSEA v 
LIVERPOOL 


TCKEtSt SOW out 


\ X / 



COVENTRY CITY v 
SUNDERLAND 


ami iirru 


TICKETS: Seals .available 


10-YEAR RgCORDr—, —■ fo. 7 +. ^-h> : i'-t'7^i : 

, HOW THEY UHE UP 7 7 


ahkpnal (from): J tuWc. R Patour. S 8cUd. M kBpwn. A ^tanw. 
j JSSon. 'P -Shaw. S Monnw. S A 


- 10-YEAR RECORD: 3-3,1-1. —■ 2-5.4-2,2-2. OO, 1-0. M. 

; "T HOW THEY UNE 

CHELSEA flromV F Grodas, M Dubeny. R GuM. S Oate, D Fetoascu. 

.i._r, uutM. C Snrbiir M Nichdfs. K HflCnCOCK, 


1&-YEAR RECORO: -■ -. -■ <MJ. -■ ~ -_ 

HOW THEY LINE UP 

cqvENTRvary i;^L5.9^_ R ,IS:- L n [ ??S,„ P NS5S 


Q Butov. H IS MOTBO. c ptCTTOi*. f .Tl.- LU,t7 h^ -tf 
F bebatt. A Mysre; D Wise. F SrcWr, M Ntcholls. K Htchcock. 

EJohnsen. 


M O'Neffl. K Richardson. B Borrows. M Hall. J Filar, r nokjvu. 
0 Hucterby 


junSboC Hlgnatt. D Whyte. J A Fjartott. ACarr^brf. M&ffnmeibell 


LIVERPOOL them): D James, D Matteo. S-J 
-•M'Wrigtt.N Ruddock. P Babb, J Bames, S Mr 
S CoffitJre. R Fowter, A Warner, P Berger. 


J McAleer. 
i, M Thomas. 


SUNDERLAND rtrom)- L Perez. G HaB. D KubicKi. A ^ teh/ * l !5'- 
DKelly P BraceweH. S Agnew. M Smith. S Aisron. « Pae. C Russell. 
M Bridges. M Gray. P Stewart. 0 Preace. 




. EVERTON v . . 
BLACKBURN ROVERS 


TJCKET&SBats-avdatde 




LEICESTER OTYv 
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR '| f 


MANCHESTER UNITED v 
ASTON VILLA 


NEWCASTLE UNITED v 
vllilC LEEDS UNITED 


10-YEAR FCCOflO: r-i --X 
—-- HowrngY UNEtff - 7 , 7 

I PBKtert . 

'P.Hoteoft. •, . . ; '.' - ^.. ; 7;;. . . 


-jj' ASTON VIU-A 

j TKSKETS: StHO out * 

10-YEAR RECORD: 3-1. 1-1.2-0. M-1-0. t-L 5-1.1-0. tH). 


TICKETS: Sow ou; 


howtheyuneup 


€%i-- V " y 


MAWCHESTER UNITED (from)' P Sdureehel. G Nev8te, D May. 
«ESfSM D Beckham. N Butt. R Keane. RG^. Epnltm 
O GsSl^r JPSchotes. A Cote. B McClair, K Porboidty. R van der 
Gouw. 


10-YEAR RECORD: —. —■5-5. 1 ' 2 2 ' 1 _ 

HOWTHEYUNEUP 

NEWCASTLE IMIB M S H*k» J DPeac^. 


FEFTi ySS: i? SW*. w. B^dstey. 

LF^driand.A^Mrer.LClark.WBarton.PSmiceK.RElfioJl PKiison. 
P Brayson. 


ASTON VILLA (from): M Bosnich. F Nelson. A Wright, U Ehiogu. 

SsSrton. R Scmeca. 1 t 
S WTosevic. S Curdc, C Tiler. J Jcactwn, T Johnson. M Oakes. 

LHendrie. G FarraHy.___ - 


LEEDS UNITED ton): NWy". G ,f&A n D foS l RWa£ 
G HaBe P Beesley. LRadebe. L Bowyer, M Jackson. I Rush, k wanace. 
B Deane. A Yeboah. A Gray. I Hate, M Ford. M Beeney, l Snarpe. 


-J.VWC0X, N 

. PWarhiJSbA.waBamSi 


SOUTHAMPTON v 
WZV - WIMBLEDON 


IS: tan WrtgW{Ar^T^. -_; 'f 

YtirAlan Shearar 7 v ? 


m 




j; [;[{ -• ■ TICKETS: Sow out m 

IQ-YEAft RECORD: g-g. a-2,.P-Q- 1j1 - 1,q - ^ vc ' a ^' °^- 


WEST HAM UNITED v rWf\ 
t'jE&r NOTTINGHAM FOREST FT 
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CRICKET: SLIDE INTO SECOND DIVISION STATUS CONFIRMED 

Test league table offers 
England little comfort 


THIS may be a touch difficult 
to digest but there is a silver 
lining of sorts to the two 
drawn Tests in Zimbabwe 
during December. By achiev¬ 
ing stalemate against the most 
junior of significant cricket 
nations, England managed to 
keep Zimbabwe beneath them 
in the league table of the year’s 
Test mafdies. 

One defeat would have left 
England last of the nine 
countries, a previously uncon- 
sidered indignity. 

This is perhaps no better or 
worse than the majority have 
come to believe during a 
depressing year in which Eng¬ 
land won only one of nine 
Tests, the Edgbasfon match 
against India in June. The 
leaeue table, however, gives 
credence to the withering as¬ 
sertion oF Alistair Campbell, 
the captain of Zimbabwe, that 
England should now be 
ranked alongside his country 
and New Zealand as the worst 
of the Test-playing nations. 


Alan Lee identifies the partnership that 
offers some hope of reversing a decline 


None of these three teams 
can boast a single bowler 
sufficiently penetrative to reg¬ 
ularly take five or more wick¬ 
ets in an innings, the time- 
honoured measure of Test 
quality, and, without such 
bowlers, no side is likely to 
win very often. Unless Eng¬ 
land can swiftly harness Dom¬ 
inic Cork with Darren Gough, 
and hope they bring the test 
out of each other, it is difficult 
to see this situation altering 

for them. 

The superficial nature of 
any table covering only 12 
months is advertised by the 
presence of Sri Lanka in first 
place. They played only three 
Tests in 1996 and lost the first 
of them to Australia by 148 
runs, completing a 3-0 series 
defeat. Their misleading pos¬ 
ition is entirely due to two 


comfortable wins over Zimba¬ 
bwe in Colombo during Sep¬ 
tember. hardly the mark of 
world champions at this form 
of the game. 

More realistically. Australia 
and South Africa share second 
place, having each won three 
and lost two of their five Tests. 
Whatever the outcome of their 
present series, against West 
Indies and India, respectively, 
their three-Test meeting in 
South Africa in March, and 
die return bout in Australia, 
which begins in December, 
promise to be among the 
heavyweight highlights of this 
year. 

By their own, hectic stan¬ 
dards. Australia had an idle 
year in 1996. but the same will 
not be said of 1997. when they 
are scheduled to play 15 Tests. 
Interestingly. England played 
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Zimbabwe 


more than anyone in 1996. 
when two-thirds of the total of 
2S Tests produced a definite 
result They are due for the 
same number, nine, in the 
coming 12 months, including 
six summer Tests against 
Australia. 

Pakistan won the most 
matches and would have their 
supporters in any argument 
over the most powerful of 
modem Test teams, an argu¬ 
ment that has gathered inten¬ 
sity in recent years and is now 
increasingly in need of a 
measure of official adjud¬ 
ication. 

Since the calls for a league 
championship of Test cricket 
were first made, both in The 
Times and Wisden. support 
for the idea has been growing 
in volume and weight. 

Various countries have 
promised their backing and, 
while others remain sceptical, 
Australia notable among 
than, the matter is now sure to 
be debated at the summer 
meeting of the International 
Cricket Council. 

Wisden's proposal for an 
ongoing table, in which the 
result of each series between 
pairs of countries is replaced 
by the outcome of the next 
corresponding series, seems 
well worth exploring. 

If this was in operation now. 
however, few arguments 
would be resolved as first 
place would be shared by 
three countries — Australia, 
South Africa and West Indies. 
England would be placed two 
from bottom. 

One-day cricket gives Eng¬ 
land supporters little consola¬ 
tion these days and, again, 
only Zimbabwe, of Test-play¬ 
ing nations, fared worse than 
Michael Atherton's team dur¬ 
ing 1996. 

A woeful World Cup cam¬ 
paign. preceded by six oneday 
defeats in South Africa, was 
largely responsible. 

The number of one-day 
matches continues to spiral 
alarmingly. There was an 
average of one such game 
every three days during 19% 
and Pakistan, those voracious 
disciples of the art, played 38 
of them. 

Despite winning the World 
Cup with vibrant innovative 
cricket, Sri Lanka finish only 
second in the year’s ex¬ 
changes. 

South Africa are dearly top 
by dint of a remarkable record 
of 25 wins from 30 limited- 
overs games. 1 thought at the 
time they should have won the 
World Cup. Now I am certain 
of it 



Taylor, despite building a fine record as Australia's captain, has not passed SO in his past 12 Test innings 

Australian certainties undermined 


From Michael Henderson 

IN SYDNEY 

AUSTRALIA are still licking 
their wounds after surrender¬ 
ing the third Test to West 
Indies in Melbourne last 
week, but in the world of 
modem international cricket, 
there is not much time for 
reflection. Today, at the Syd¬ 
ney Cricket Ground, it is on 
with the motley as the Carlton 
and United series resumes 
with a day-night match be¬ 
tween Australia and Pakistan. 

The what series? You may 
well ask. The annual three- 
nation one-day contest has 
been renamed, but the effect 
remains the same. At the 
height of the Australian sum¬ 
mer three teams play off for 
places in a best-of-thrce final 
later tins month. Although it is 
nonsense cricket, it generates 
plenty of dollars for the Aus¬ 
tralian Cricket Board and 
stimulates what Ken Dodd 
calls the “chuckle muscle’. 


In die aftermath of the Test 
defeat, however, Australians 
are beginning to wonder if 
there is too much one-day 
crickeL For the first time, last 
year, their team played more 
days of limited-overs cricket 
than the Test variety. They 
remain the best side in tire 
world over five days but. to 
remain there, there may have 
to be an adjustment of interest. 

To English eyes, it seems 
peculiar that a single defeat 
has led to such agitated de¬ 
bate. particularly as Australia 
still lead in the series, but 
there is a general feeling that 
runs and wickets in the Shef¬ 
field Shield — the domestic 
equivalent of the English 
county championship — count 
for less than they once did. 

A proposal from the Victori¬ 
an Cricket Association, to 
reduce the number of games 
played, and to avoid dashes 
with Test matches, has been 
received sympathetically. At 
the moment Australia Test 


players turn out infrequently 
for their state sides. David 
Boon, who retired last year, 
once wait a whole season 
without playing for Tasmania 
and Marie Taylor, the national 
captain, is not often found 
opiating the batting for New 
South Wales. 

A debate about the quality 
of tiiedomestic game is famil¬ 
iar to English cricket-lovers. 
To Australians, who have 
come to regard the Sheffield 
Shield as the strongest compe¬ 
tition in the world, the events 
of the last week ha vecome as a 
bit of a shock. All of a sudden 
people are asking: How good 
are our bright young sparks? 

It has not yet reached the 
point where runs have become 
a false currency, but, as they 
struggle to find replacements 
for Boon and Border, and 
Dean Jones for that matter, 
people are wondering whether 
the likes of Ponting. Bevah 
and Langer are quite as good 
as they have been marked. 


Ponting has been dropped 
from the Test side, Bevanis in 
and out and Langer must watt 
to see whether he is retained 
for the fourth Test, in 
Adelaide. 

This fevered debate has 
even extended to Taylor, an 
outstanding captain who has 
not passed 50 -in. his past 12 
Test innings. The fact that he 
lades a regular opening part¬ 
ner has not helped fom come 
to terms with this loss of form, 
although he claims not to be 
concerned about his lean trot 

When he could dp with 
getting some decent match 
practice, Taylor most instead 
lead Australia in. this intermi¬ 
nable one-day series. By the 
time they meet West Indies in 
Adelaide on January 25, Aus¬ 
tralia will probably have 
played another eight limited- 
overs games. Stuart Law and 
Tom Moody return to the fold 
and Andrew Bichd, a. fast- 
medium bowler, makes his 
international debut 
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Knighthood brings Bedser just reward for old-fashioned virtues 



Sir Alec big-hearted 


T he citation pertaining to 
Alec Bedsef’s new year 
knighthood, the fifteenth to 
be awarded to anyone from the 
world of crickeL picked out his 
services to the game as a player 
and an administrator. There could 
be no mention of his unwavering, 
uncompromising defence of old- 
fashioned virtues, whether to do 
with batting, bowling, business or 
behaviour, for which he is so 
widely renowned. 

It was. Arthur Mailey. the Aus¬ 
tralian artist, wit and leg break and 
googly bowler, who first said, 
when another batsman was given 
a handle to his name, that the last 
bowler to be knighted was Sir 
Francis Drake. Thai was before 


Gubby Allen and Richard Hadlee 
were given their knighthoods, and 
they both made Test hundreds in 
addition to bowling fast and wdL 
For many years, loo. Allen had 
been the eminence grise at Lord's 
when the honour came his way. 

As a cricketer. Bedser was a 
bowler pure and simple. From the 
time he took 22 wickers in his first 
two Test matches, against India in 
1946, until his batteries started to 
run down in 1954, he was the pillar 
of England’s attack. The Austra¬ 
lians brought the best out of him. 
as well as taking him to their 
hearts. In successive series against 
them, there in 1950-51 and in 
England in 1953. he took an aston¬ 
ishing 66 wickets at 17.6 apiece. 


John Woodcock pays tribute to a great England 
bowler who still commands universal respect 


Sir Donald Bradman still talks 
about the leg cutter with which 
Bedser bowled him for a dude in 
the first innings of the Adelaide 
Test match in 1946-47. They have 
been the firmest of friends since 
and have kept in regular touch. 
Nobody will be more delighted 
than the Don that. 40 years on. 
Alec has now been knighted, 
though many wifi be just as plea¬ 
sed, the Prime Minister, an inveter¬ 
ate Surrey supporter, among them, 
as well, of course, as Alec's still 
nearly identical twin Eric 


Broad-shouldered, big-hearted 
and with a classical action, Alec 
Bedser bowling was a study in 
marble and bronze. With his great 
hands, he could make the leg cutter 
behave tike a fast leg break, and no 
sun was too hot or day too long for 
him. He gained pace off the pitch, 
just as Maurice Tate, another from 
the same mould, bad. If I saw Alec 
bowl a long hop. I do not remem¬ 
ber it. Even today, nothing vexes 
hitn more than a young bowler 
with a 30-yanJ run-up landing the 
ball in his own half of the pitch. 


It was always fun, as indeed it 
still is. to be present at Alecks daily, 
rather high-pitched, lamentations. 
He still has much wisdom to 
impart but the young do not listen 
any more as they think he is out of 
date. That is a real sadness, and 
they do not know what they are 
missing. 

As a selector from 1962 to 1989 
and chairman from 1969 to 198L, as 
manager of two MCC rides to 
Australia and assistant manager of 
another, as president of Surrey in 
J987 and as someone who answers 
every call upon his good nature; 
readily and free of charge, Bedser 
adds renown to the following list of 
cricketing knights, given in alpha¬ 
betical order: 


Sir George “’Gubby’ Alien. Sir 
Donald Bradman, Sir Neville 
Card us (though his services to 
musk were a contributory factor}. 
Sir Colin Cowdrey, Sir Richard 
Hadlee, Sir Jack Hobbs, Sir Leon¬ 
ard Hutton, Sir Francis Lacey 
(secretary of MCC 1898 to 1926}. Sir 
Henry Leveson-Gower,. Sir Gar¬ 
field Sobers, Sir Frederick Toone 
(manager of three MCC tours to 
Australia), Sir Pelham Wanna* Sir 
Clyde Walcott and Sir Rank 
WorreU. The thiitl of the three Ws, 
Sir Everton Weekes, is another, 
though his piiblk service inTJarbar 
dos, as well as his prowess at 
bridge, which he played interna¬ 
tionally, may have had something 
to do with that 


SPORT IN BRIEF 


Bristow pitches for 
knockout contest 


ERIC BRISTOW, the former 
“King of Darts", became the 
first player to qualify for the 
quarter-finals of the Red Band 
world championship at 
Purfleet yesterday bur then 
launched an attack on the 
group system. 

Bristow scrambled through 
to the lasr eight, despire a 3-1 
defeat by Gary Mawson. as he 
had the best legs difference in 
his three-man group. He had 
beaten Bob Anderson, the 
former Embassy world cham¬ 
pion. in his opening march, 
with Anderson then bearing 
Mawson. and the triangle 
being completed with the 
Mawson's victory yesterday. 

However. Bristow had a 
difference of plus four. 20 legs 
to 16. with Anderson, at 17-17. 
in second place and Mawson 
third at 16-20. After his defeat 
Bristow said: “1 think that if 
you are beaten in any match 
then you should be on your 
way home. 

“Let’s have 32 players and a 
straight knockout I worked it 
out last night that having 
beaten Bob Anderson by 11 
legs to six I could afford to lose 
by four lees to Mawson and 
still get through to the 
quarters." 


Squash: Simon Parke, of 
Yorkshire, has followed up his 
return to national No 1 with a 
promotion to No 5 on the new 
world ranking list, issued 
yesterday by the Professional 
Squash Association on which 
Jansher Khan, of Pakistan, the 
world champion, maintains 
his long (enure at No I. 

Rugby league*. Norland, an 
amateur team from Humber 
side, have been ejected from 
the Silk Cut Challenge Cup for 
playing two registered profes¬ 
sionals in their first round 
victory over Milton. The 
Rugby- Football League ruled 
that Norland lidded two pro¬ 
fessionals in Rob Hutchinson 
/Hull KR) and Darren Grice 
(Feuiherstonej and reinstated 
Milton. 

Tennis-* Martin Lee. of Great 
Britain, is thirteenth in the 
end-of-ycar 1TF junior world 
rankings for boys' singles and 
fourth in the doubles. 
Sehasten Grosjean, the Euro¬ 
pean champion, from France, 
rapped both events, with 
Amelie Mauresmo. his com¬ 
patriot. taking the girls’ sin¬ 
gles. In the. eirls’ doubles. 
Ekaterina Roubanova was 
eighth for Britain. 
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j 5 tUT'iTs; 3. Toronto E NY ttdncxn o 
, £3 .23 2 :Jy tlsrr^jfs 3. Eftnoman 2 Lbs 
J Argt^-s i 


RUGBY UNION 


j TOUH MATCH PcsJpomd U««* v lur; 
, J.V 

• MBAJEJ ’, Pi,- ts Lvtodanm Read 
! -a.*wry4|:CIIPtrShe«tU*K>jniiWi1.J 
l A Tapp in g Saty-twa/. J C Sei 


airplon M C McCaJ |D^igjnr~i>. D J 
QroCy rjarnrwwn.. PA Burfe 'Ehs'en S 
C Mchor iGarVTOOr:. N J PopptowsB 
iNo«rasi:5i. KGU Wood [HiwiWini. 
oaptanj. P S Wa3>ca iSaroecr- a ). D S 
Coifcary iEnUcn. G M Fidcher rLcndcn 
buhl. J W Dmidson iLcnden bsiij. 6 R P 
IMter r-oeeSe*l A G Fbtoy (^anr-on) 
Pa ptada m ants: O G Humphreys fiordon 
Ifiyii N A Hogsn (Teter-jn: C®«50r. W O 
UcSncto iMjcrvt P S Johns iSiroeens, 1 . 
P Rawn ■BtlSeccfcCarcgo'. AT H Claim 
iNown e r o nt 


_ SAILING _ 

BT GLOBAL CHALLB4GE: Second leg 
iflc dc jenem to WcHo'^o-': Ostaneato 
WaOaigton: 1 Groi0 4 1‘nlsncd 
00 16 5>3Mt scroti 2 Sac The- Oiil- 
rvr '0308.'2i 3. itY'm Vi**; V.onar 
M427 23I 4 Ma:o«M(?3.fXC5i 5 Oca:' 
Tiuvnaorti /C3.0524 ymcrdsvl A Ccn- 
maM! UnaR ie81532!. 7. Pouso ro 
fta'ncmci.-' (13 23 2d 8. E«!rc 

Itr. 9 CoqjjiBi%c» 142 10 3Can 233.11. 
COurraiaCsIni 24C 12 nmcS T«5fl25l? 1 ? 
Concer *08.14. Hearn, mscied i! 4nj 


TENNIS 


AOEUiCE: Men's tournament: Hrat 
round: P RjPw lAiai K J Sauerrirm (US' i 
E-4 ti-3 “ Hf.'iP.iot' :SdC) or G 
i*o ?-». 5-2 J ?ra’* ’’.(Si is A L««rfved<-, 
ilM ? i 6-1. J Utpj: OS* W M Dsror. 
iCri 6-3. 6-3 9 UI hrii" iCf! W N Pwta 
,Ve#lJ &-4 6-4. S Dncw <&us) tt A 
PaduLsXu iG«i 6-3. 3-6.6-3. J apT/rtan 
f&w3i o: ft rSrro 1 7- s. 6 -1 < *:ix»a 
■, < 5lCMuil « S SSotfl 6- , 4-6 64J 
DOHA: Men's tournament first round: M 
Aria {Wsr.’ t? L P.vs &tGu> 6-2. 6-3 D 
HTOah or D fitVMTO \?sr.j 6-7 

7-s 6 - 2 - c Plant ?(cx\ s SuTan *2ia?3n 
lOatai 6-C. 6-C P (Caj t! S Snwn 
'R116-1. 6-2 T UusKr (AussiaJ H Gj“h - 
lArgj 7-5 6-J. S an^-jeo ■’Soi ti M Srch 
;Gflii 6-3. 6-1; J Si”=n« (Ssi ts G Rajua 
ifi) 6-?. 4^5 6-1 M Sntrrtfa <S*c; a J A 
Wkjca i.Spi 6-3. <rC 

PERTH. Hopnitoi Cup: Group A Austt sla 
bl Frpnew 2 1 lAosSraia rones Sisf N 
BisdOiP ioit :a y Peioo 6-7. 1-6; M 
FWiqacxata tr. G F&ga 74. 6-2 
PMtoOoar»i. jsw BratSV-? ti fisgei art 
Pierce 7-e. 7-« 

GOLD COAST. Ausesfet Women’* tool- 
namerd’first roundt A Cat 1 5iyi tSiroj w o 
UUs (US) 7-6.60:« Crcmars !►**’) K M 
Warse! A^mower 0J& 4-6. 64. 64. C 
C«»»u a fRvni fat H Smh* Ca fc-», 6-*: J 


Kanear (Gerl ts P Schnydw (SwUzl W. 
6-3 

AUCKLAND. Women’s tournament first 
round: S Case {US| p I GorrodWegul tAfg) 
6-3. 7-5 P HyfioUas I Can) fit J Aa^vaba 
<U5J S-7. 7-5 7-5: J Husarowa (Siovataa) bt 
C 7emns VMro iBpJ 6-2. 6-2. S P&cvnXI 
i=t} tl A Otsja fPd) G-2, 6-?. R Kfirata 
/Japan; bt D van Bxrf /Bet) 6-3. 0-6, E-2 

poms Diyipa<os 

UTTLEM30Q9: December 26: Tiafato 
cftanaK 23pn £273.63292 22 pn 

*2.54620. 21prc E33Z, ZQpn £33 55 
HaK-Ome; No cSem wifi rrtut 54pts (the 
£250.000 auocsted to the dmdena e 
equaKy ttiwdW amort tho fi/i-tene nwuj 
Deeambar 2ft Trctto cbucK 24pts 
C1Q7.A45.S5 23qt5 (£16 60. 22 pr. £4955. 
21 fits £1045 HaMme.23pc;E2L£iac>75. 
VERNONS. Dec em ber 2ft Treble chance: 
repfs CSS56160. 23 £37020: 22 £5775. 
Super SUCK £3? 65 Planter IB £i«A3 
Cket or nrv cortedl. 


THE TIMES 


SPOfTTSSOTrtCe 


RACING 

Cormnetiwy 

Call 0891500123 

ROTOJfS 

Call 0891100 123 


FCX)TBALL . 

Rracniimd scores from 
the FA Croitng Premtcfthip 

Call 0839 555562 

Reportjand wrnfesn 
fee N’4tian«Ue Lcagbr 

Call 0839 555 512' 


C*astostBrnS9H4Spaer 
mtadfeap rate, SOp per mm at 
aO otter fines. Metcoiy (BBM) 
49 p per win at xB &nes 


Depth '. Weather 

femj CootSaons Runs to (5pm) Last 

L. U . Piste O fUp resort ' °C mow 


ANOOHtW 

SoUeu 

AUSTRIA 

KrtzbOhel 

Obergurgl 

Soil 

St Anton 

CANADA 

Wt 8 S«W 

FRANCE 

Alped'Huez 

Megfave 

Mestoel 

VaTfhorons 

ITALY 
Covirila-.. 


25 155 - good 

(ExceHem strong wefi $ 


snow -2 31712 
at bB levels) 


10 50 ■ tar varied ’ te*r sui .-10 25/12 

(tsscenf snow avcBtoPto but toy patches an busy run»j 

«S 1«5 good' varied lair daud >3 28H3 

fSoms low runs now hard-paefced; Bat light} 

15 60 good crust icy sun -ti 24/12 

(Upper slopes s& good; anew fflacttrsd topping up) 

« 190. -good varied icy. ctoud -7 23/12 

{Good sting most pistes, no queues tor Sts) 


80 160 good varied 

(AH &ts tud runs qpao; 


snow? 


snow -9 3Q/1Z 


SO 240: -Mr . varied ' W fafr -12 28/12 

(Pfstes nor getting wry tent wBh some by spots) 

SO 160 good -pawdar good ctoud -6 31/12 

(ExcsOenr snowrcorrftioris; odd icy 1 petch) 

60 MO ■ ’ fair vfflfed fair ctoud -6 20/12 

jftstes nw vary hard n coki lempBratums} 

TtiO 240 - good ’ cast gbod ctoud -10 20/12 
- {Excetenr aWng ov@afi; aS Hcs epen) 


fine. -8 23/12 


ISO 300 good varied 
(ASpHsuas-oioBBenti 

Uwgrfc *75 - 230 -powder- po*wJer.~i good soon -14 3V!2 

(Fresh powdar at aO farats: good sfdng) 

SWITZERLAND. ■ _ ’ . . 

Mwren 60 160 good - powder good snow -a 30/12 

•(©s^fanfstoir^w^nBwsntJwipowvfe*®^’ 

Sws.Fae' . . ' 65'2»-’ good'. ’varied •- fat • ctoud •-9 30/12 
. *. (b6*ed ws*«fy bui sriow good; pistes-busy) 

Vfflars. » .'?10 ’.gt»d-powto- iak .-’anow -3 90/12 


W8n9fin ' -- ■~- 40: .’ , 1 ®::".pqq», - for:- ~J*» -z semz 
(Good stag to o*gBnd*tons;aBninacoriiplefa|' 
UNfTHJSTATES ” 

fdarnmutfi -’ -240 •. 340 good irariaidr oonH. • .w. ^ 28/12 

S6wre:Sfe-a*tjfGf^w-Bttto- : - : ’.i 'i.--: -L-fawdopasU-upperc.. 


-■i 


■ i 

'.H 

i. 

. ik. 
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The Times calendar of sport 1997 


England no 

longer the 
main draw 


ASHES 


Australia should retain the Ashes easily 
Alan Lee, cricket correspondent, says 


T his may sound a hCTesy, ' 
but it is a stark measure 
of England’S cricketing 
decline that the Ashes series 
this summer barely rates a 
mention on Australia'Scurrenr 
agenda. They have business to 
conclude with West Indies and 
an unresolved argument with 
South Africa. Only then will 
attention turn to a contest in 
which success is no longer a 
hope but an expectation. 

Of the four Ashes series in 
the pasr eight years. England's 
best performance came in the 
most recent, which they, tally 
lost 3-1. The match tally, over 
that period, reads 14 wins by 
Australia, two by England and 
six games drawn. Small won¬ 
der that the possibility of 
surrendering the little urn this 
year will not crass the mind of 
a single Australian. 

This lack of respect for 
English cricket is, of course, 
not endemic to Australians but 
tradition dictates that it is their 
scorn which hurts the most 
The length and strength of the 
oldest rivalry in the game still 
has a unique attraction in this 
country and. die lowering of a 
reciprocal regard is to be 
regretted and resented. 

There is one glaringly obvi¬ 
ous solution: the primacy of 
the Ashes would be restored 
immediately if only England 
could win this summer. How¬ 
ever. having recently seen 
Australia demolish West In¬ 
dies twice, and contrasted it 
with England's labours 
against the country cousins of 
Zimbabwe. I cannot offer . 
much confidence 
To win Test matches with 
any consistency, a team needs 
batsmen capable of amassing 
350-plus in most first innings . 
and bowlers equipped to dis¬ 
miss opponents twice. Eng¬ 
land have neither Australia 
have both. 

This is no longer a settled 
Australian side. There have 
been enforced changes to the 
top order, with Michael Slater 
out of sorts and no obvious 
replacement for the retired 
David Boon yet identified. 
With Craig McDermott 
continually prone to injury the 


seam bowling depends over¬ 
much cm the emer g i n g Glenn 
McGrath. 

They could be thought vul¬ 
nerable if only England would 
show a tittle form . J. and if 
only Shane Wame was not 
steadily restoring the seif- 
belief and resourcefulness erf 
the most effective wicket-taker 
in tihe world today. If Wame 
. maintains his recovery from 
career-threatening injuries to 
spinning finger and shoulder, 
he will provide a treat for 
spectators and a recurring 
nightmare for batsmen 
around England. 

:■ The Australians, who are to 
be managed by Alan Cromp¬ 
ton. coached by Geoff Marsh 
and captained, barring un¬ 
foreseen calamities, by Mark 
Taylor, are to have a brief 
break at home following their 
series in South Africa and will 
not arrive in London until 
May 13. They play two days 
later, gratifyingly upholding 
one fine tradition by visiting 
Arundel as the first of four 
oneway fixtures prior to the 
Texaco Trophy, staged this 
year at Headingiey. the Oval 
and Lord*. 

Because of this, they will not 
begin their first-class pro¬ 
gramme until May 27 and will 
have only two three-day 
games before the first Comhifi 
Test, at Edgbaston on June S. 
After such a demanding pro¬ 
gramme between October and 
April, however, rustiness is 
unlikely to be a weakness for 
England to exploit 

There are to be six Tests in 
the series, an illogical number 
designed unashamedly. to 
maximise the commestial po¬ 
tential of’ the- sufemeri With 
the - possible exception of 
Headingiey. where dwindling 
Test crowds are almost as 
great a concern as the deterio¬ 
rating behavfour within them, 
every venue is likely to sell out 
its first three days well in 
advance. 

Wame apart, interest in the 
Australians this' year may 
focus cm tile remarkable Steve 
Waugh, argued by some sta¬ 
tistics to be the best Test match 
player in the world, and on the 
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ENGLAND V . ’ . 
AUSTRALIA Vs. 
RECORDS ? V 

Tests played 285". - 'V 
England won SO 'X" _ 
Australia won 111 V ’ -v 
Drawn 84 

... 1 • 

Test record In England- /=■' 
England won 33 * 

Australia won 38" - 1“;. 

Drawn 59 


Highest total - 
England 903-7 dee 
(1938) 7 -: 

Australia 729-6 dec 
(1930) 


5-9 
7 7-13 

74-76 
79-23 
25-27 
28-30 

3-7 

9 

12 

76-78 

1S-2T 

2«-2B 





First Texaco W ^ f0ne day. 

Second a , h 

« Ufe*? ** iSSSP"* 

SECOND CORnh^^V days) * 

M:ncr at Old Trafiord ' ~ ^ 

Scatand a, ( ° ne 

Midd }WB{atLo ^^Bedays) 

. FOu ^co^HjL%7 T aa/s> 

Heading 

^'SST march a: the Oval 


- Tzzr r - 


Lowest total V. • 
England 52 (1948): 
Australia 36 (1902) 

Most rune in series” ' 
DI Gower 732 (7985]. 

D G Bradman 974 (1930). 

Highest Individual score 
L Hutton 384 (1938? K\r 
D G Bradman 334 (193Qf 
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'Qnpprc OeohpqrSinm and Ton^Ganstt^i-'i 1 W 


Most wickets In r 
JC laker 48(1956)/. 

T M Alderman 42 {1981). - • 

Best Innings bowflng 7 . ' 
JC Laker 1CW3 (1956) 

R A Masste 8-53 (t STSO : r 

Best match bowfing 
JC Laker 1980 (195$: 

R A Masste IB-137(1072) -Z 

(England names find) *• 


THE STORY OF 
THE ASHES 

. When Australia - 
won ;n England 
In 1882. the 
Sporting Timas 
ran a mock 
obituary of EngBsh 
cricket, noting- 
that 'The body 
wifl be cremated 
and the Ashes, 
taken to Australia.' Winning - 
a Test series in Australia the 
following winter, the 
England captain, the Hohi 
tvoBAgh, was presented 
with the ashes of a bafl In 
this um. After his death in v 
1927 the um was presented 
to MCC and can now be . 
seen In the museum at •* 
Lord's. • - 


stringy, skilful McGratii, of 
whom English audiences as 
yet know little. 

England's best prospects of 
bang competitive rest with a 
new-ball attack of Dominic 
Cork and Darren Gough, thus 
far irritatingly elusive, and 
perhaps on the emergence of 
young men such as Chris 
Sffverwood, Mark Butcher 
and Adam Hollioake. 

It was Hoilioake who cap¬ 
tained England A’S successful 
tour of Australia this winter, 
making a start at chipping 
away a decade of growing 
contempt There much more to 
be done before Australian 
respect is fully recovered. 






OVERSEAS CRICKET 


Jan 1: Second one-day International 
Zimbabwe v England. Harare; World Series. 
Australia v Pakistan. Sydney 
Jan 2-8: Sacond Tea march, South Altica v 
Indte. Cape Town 

Jan 3: Thktl one-day International Zim¬ 
babwe v England. Harare: World Senes. 
Wed Indies v Pakistan. Brisbane. 

Jan 5: World Series. Australia v West Indies. 
Brisbane 

Jen 7: World Senes. Australia v Pakistan, 
Hobart 

Jan ICfc Tour much. New Zealand Acad¬ 
emy XI v Eng&nd. New Plymouth World 
Senes. Wes, fridtes v Pekaten. Penn. 

Jan 12: World Senes. Was! Mas v 
Australia, Perth. 

Jen 13-16: Tour match, NZC Selection /Jv 
England. Palmerston North. 

Jan 14: Worm Senes, West Indies » 
Palosian, Sydney 

Jan IB: World Senes. Pakistan v Australia. 
Mtfboume 

Jen 16-20: Third Test meddi. South Africa u 
India Johannesburg 


Jan IBc World Senes, firsi Inal. Sydr-ey 
Jen 18-21: Tour march. Non hem Demos v 
Errand. HarrJton. 

Jan 20: World Senes, second final. 
Melbourne 

Jan 2£ World Series, third Imal Melbourne 
Jan 23: Triangular tournament, hide v 
South Africa, BKMmlomem 
Jan 24-aa- First Test TOtcl-i Hew Zealand v 
England Auckland 

Jen 25: Triangular tournament. South Africa 
ir Zimbabwe, Centurion 
Jan 25-29: Fourth Test match. Wes tndtes 
v Australia. Adelaide 

Jen 27: Triangular tournament. India v 
Zimbabwe. Paari 

Jan 29: Ti langUar tournament South Africa 

v ambetww. uape Twin 

Jan 30-feta Z Tour match. New Zealand A 

v England. Wanganui 

Jan 31: Triangular toranemen:. South Africa 

v Ztmjjatwie. Johannesburg 

Feb 1-5: Fifth T«.t rnaicfl West Indies v 

Australia. Perth 

Feb £ Triangular Vurtarntm. ir<c sa j South 


Africa Port Eicabeifr. 

Feb 4: Trangui&r touimment. hdiu v South 
Africa, cash London 

Feb 6-10; Second Test maicb. New 
Zealand v Engtand y/elington. 

Feb 7: TnanguKr toumartunu inota v 
Zimbabwe. Centunon 

Feb 9- Tnangufer toumamerr; (nd« v 
Zimbabwe. Benorj 

Feb 12: Tnangufcr tournament. Imal. 
Durban 

Feb 14-19- Trad Tgsr maten. New Zeateno 
u Englana. Cnnstchurch 
Feta 15. First one-Say international Zim¬ 
babwe v ina-a. ButoMBya 
Feb 17: Second one-day international. 
Zimaa&we -• mu Harare 
Feb 20- Frr r->e-ca) intemaiianei. New 
Zeaiahid <i England Cnnsiciturttit 
Feb 23: Second tre-oa, ir.tsnaiionat. Near 
Zeala-ic England. A-j^Xana 
Feb 26' Truro ons-cay e-:ema:ronai New 
Zeaia-d -.-Engunc. Uapcr 
Feta 29-Mar A: First Ten rTiatc-h. South 
Atnca i Aust-eiia Jiyianneoourg 


Mar ,. Fourth one-day miemainnet. New 

Zealand y England. Auckland 

Mar A: Filth one-day ntemational. 'few 

Zealand j England. Wellington 

Mer B-iO: Fret Test maten West Indies •-■ 

India. Jamaica 

Mar 7-11: Fust Tea maich. New ZeoLird , 
Sri Lanhe. KarmSon 

Mar 14-18- SecoriO Tea match. West 
indies •-• India.Trinidad. Second Test match 
South Alnca v Australia. Port Elizabeth. 
Secord Test match. Mew Zealand j Sri 
lonrs. Wellington 

Mar 21-25: Tned Test rr^icn. Sown Africa 
Australia. Pietoru 

Mar 22: Fust one-day inrernational New 

Zealand v So Lanka Auckland 

Mar 23-Apr 12. ICC Trophy, Mala you 

Mar 26: Second one-de/niemaional New 

Zealand / Su Lanl^. Chnctohuicn 

Mar 27-Apr It Th.irC Test match West 

mows v India. Baroados 

Mar 29 Thad one^j miefr^riorn: 

New Zealand v So Lent a Dunedir. Fust 

one-cav mermi’CncA Souih -)r>ca v 


Ausfruna East London. 

Mar 3i: Second one-day mreir.iiiicinai 
Soutr. Africa , Australia. Pon EUcatAih. 

Apr 2. Thud one-or,- mtrrvitonai. South 

AIiko V Australii. Cepe Tcn-.-n 

Apr S- Fourth One-da/ mtemaiionaJ. Souih 

Africa V Australia. D-jrMh 

Apr 4. Fifrh one^ijv irrainaiionaf. Soum 

Afrits ■. Aijctraiie. Johannesburg 

Apr 10. Smti one-ca,- interrioiional South 

Afric-s v Ausuaba. Ctntunon 

Apr 1M4. F-ourtnTes'match -VestincSes -• 

India. Antigua 

Apr 13: Seventh cme-av #i:err.ai.onai. 
South Ainca v Aastrafie. Blocmljntoir. 

Apr 17-21: Finn Tost match. Wes- fria-=s -• 
Indie Guyana 

Apr 26: fust One-day mierrrr.-anti Wtsi 

Indies v IndKi. Timsiad 

Apr 27. >; sc'id one-day mteinauonii ,v-:— 

iraes i food frinufad 

Apr 30 Tr»id ane-da,- intcmanonai .Vast 

trdie: . Lrd.3. St /incent 

May 3: rour.n one-oa.. ■r.tcinano'.ai 

tndies. irtJi Barbados 




FIXTURES; 


APRIL 

15rUNlVERSnY MATCH (Ihrea days) 

FwWs: Cambridge University v Detbysbre 
The Paria; Oxl ord UrwersOy v Durham 
164ZOUN7Y MATCH pour days) 

Headingtey: YorteWa u Urrceshlre 

18-CHALLENGE MATCH flour days) 

* Edabeston: England A v The Rest 
UNIVERSITY MATCHES (Three days! 

* Fenner's- Cambridge Urtwrehy </ 

LatoasiersWre _ 

The Parks: Oxtard Unweredy v Hampchfce 
23-eWTANNIC ASSURANCE CHAMP10NSWP 
CheJmstorct Essen v Hampshire 
CareBfr Glamorgan v WanmcksWre 
Carte ibuiy: Kem v Derbyshtra 
Old Trafiord: Lancashire v Durham 
Leioesror: LetceOershlrB v Glouceslershlre 
Trent Bridw: Nottnghamshae v Worcestershire 
The Oval: Suney v Somerset 
Hove: Susoet v Northamptonshire 
UNIVERSITY MATCHES {Three days) 

Fanner's- Cambridge Umersay v Middlesex 
The Parks: Crxtwa LMveraiy vVortehre 

EfrUNTVERSITY MATCH lory day). 

The Parks- British UnJwrcites v Yorkshire 

27- AXA LIFE L^GUE 
Chefrnsford. Essex v Hampshire 
Cerdfit C*amorgan v Wanwckslw 
Canterbury: hert v DcttNSWre 
Old Tratford: Lancashire v IXitteii 
Leicester. Lercesiershire v Gtouc caerg lwe 
Trent Bridge. Notteighamshira v Wotoestershte 
The Oval Surrey v Somerset 

Have: Susse* v Nonhamptonshire 

28- BEN SON AND HECX^S CUP 
Chelmsford: Essex v Glamoimi 

Bristol: Gtoucesnrchfre v Bm&h UnMareitles 
DubUn [Castle Avenue): Irelan d v fiAd dleeav 
Old Trafiord: Lan.ashir6 w TorVsftre 
Lrfcester Lercesletshife v Scotland 
Lakanharrv Minor Cconues v Derbyshre 
Trent Bridge: NoanghamsNra v Durham 
The Oval: Sun ay v tenf 
Hew?- Su3s«< v Hampshire 
Worcester WorceEwrehuB « Wanwckshre 
aO-BENSON AND HEDGES CUP 
Fenner's: Sriosh Unrvtf&iMS </Sus» 
Oweter-le-Street: Duham v Northampaonerwa 
Rhsk* ijioucssieiai*eY Surrey 
Canterbury: ta* v 
Ofcl TTaifiJfd: lenca&m vOerbysnre 
SkM^Lercesrerenre v NoWnghartirtra 
Lord's: Middesen v Esse* 

Taunton: Somerset v LJamargan 
Edgbasrevt WarwBkshre * Counties 
LtaSrervjity Yorkshire v Woreasiershre 

MAY 

2-BS4SON AND HEDGES CUP 
Derby. Derbyshire v Yarkehre 
Cafdffl; Gtorrorcan v Wdtte3a( 

SoUhampton 1 Hamoslwa v aoucBSftrsrare 
CartertxmrKertvSuss® 

Tnenf Bndga: Nonmgrurrrthte v 
Northamptorahfre 
Forte; ScO«and v Durham 
Taunton: Somerset v Ireland 

7?w Owl: SfrW v British tWwrsitte 

Edgtmaton: WafwcksWB y LancashfiB 
Worcesum WorcctiarehM v Minor Courfrss 
-l-AXA LIFE LEAGUE 
Darby: CwttyshJe v- Lancashire 
Chelmsford: Esse* ■.•Mddtecax 
Southampton: Hempshrev Yorkshire 

Canterbury kam v Surrey 
Taurtiorr somsnaji v Ssmcrgan 
Hove: Sussm v Nooirtghnmsn'ie ___ 

Edgbaston: Warwridwe v Ntxthanpronshre 

S-0ENSON AND HEDGES CUP 
Pertiy DertoysftBB v WncesBrshre 
Che*ter-te-Street Ourham v LdccStertWe 
Chelmcfeid: feier vSam,-3?t 
Cardiff- G&naman. v ketond 
Southampton: Hampshire v Suney 
Cantobury. Ken; v British Uomereaies 
TNMbelr MnorCountfai vLanceshim 
Natomptort-tiLaLi-Krnp^^ v SsOlarid 
Have: Cussas v Gteucestetshte 
Edgbasian: W'anuickshre v Yortcshtre 
TBRTTAMira ASSURANCE CHAbnONSHIP 
Derby4tef3y#ure v S^rey 

l la rBepu^DurharavNaitaigllB i l s hiie 


Bristol; GtouQBSterehfta v Hampehre. 

Lonfa: Middlesex v Sussex 
. Northampton: Nortnampfomte* v Somereet 
Woroeeae; Worcestershtre v LerceBte^Nre 
Haortingley. Yortahlre v Glamargan 
UNWatSfTY MATCHES flhree ctewi 
Fertnar’K Cambridge University v Essex 
The Perks: Oriorh Unvtwty v WarMtJishae . 

11- AXAUFE LEAGUE 

- Derby; Detbphre v Surrey 
Hartlepool: Durham v NwaighemEHre 
* Bristoc Gtoucssterehlre v Hantoshfre 
Lord's: MUdtesax v Sussex 
NoithemplDn: Northamptonshire v Somaraet 
Worcester WOrceBterENre v Lataesoerahre 
Hsadtogtey: Yottahre v Glamorgan 

12- BEN SON AND HEDGES CUP 

The Parks; Britah Unwarstties v Hamp s h i re 
Derby Deitowhlrn v Warvwctehre 
Briefest Gtoucasterahlre * Kent - 
Downpatrick: Ireland u Essex 
Old Trafiord: Lancashire v Worcestershire 
Lord's: MWtJasax v Somerset 
Norttampton: NortharresonshfrB v 
Lelcesterehire 

GJaagow (TiWDod) Scoiland v Notbnghamahn 
The Ovat Surrey v Susssx 
Headingtey: Yoftenae < Minor Counter 
14-BWrrANNJC ASSURANCE CHAMPIONStflP 

Chajmsford: Essex v Ctertom 

Southampton: Hampshire v LerceaereNru 
Canterbury hanl vOamoigan 
Old Traflor± Lancashve v Nottinghamshire 
Lord's: Midcfre&ax v Derbyshre 
Taunton: Somerset v Sussex 
The Ovah Swrey v Gloueeererehtre 
Edgbaston: Wtervackshre i Yorkshre 
UNIVERSITY MATCHES fthree days) 

Fenner's: Cambridge Lterversrty v 
Northamptonshire 

The Parka: Ontori Unwwslty v Whrc6Gt£fShlre 
1 E-TOUR MATCH fane day) 

Arondet Duke ot NOrtaw s » v Adsaratans 

17-TOUR MATCH (one day) 

Northampton: Northamptonshre v Auatralflfs 
UMVSBTJY MATCH (one day) 

Fertnar’e: Cambridge v C«Jora 
1B-AXA URE LEAGUE 
Chefrnsford: Essax v Durham 
SnjtimpVK Hampshire V Leicestershire 
Cantarbrey: Kent« Gtemorgan 
OW Traftrtd; Uncasfxre v Nortnghamsrire 
Lord's: MkWtes«v Derbyshire 
Tautfon: Somerset v Sussex 
The Ovefc Surey v Gloucestershire 
Edgbaston: Warwickshire v Yatetwe 
TOUR MATCH (one day . 

• Wontefifar Worc88leraiire v Australians 

2D-T0UR MATCH (onadtiy) 

Chaster-le-Straet: Durham v Austrafians 
M-BRJTANMC ASSURANCE OjAMPl ON SrtP 
' Chestor-te^baet DLJham v- Worcestershire 
Caidtft Glamorgan v Hampshire 
Gloucester aouccswrehrre v Eraax 
Old Treflorch Lancashire v Northamptonshire 
Leicester LefeaNers W v Sm ey 
Trart Bridge: NortngraimahtfB v Datyshfre 
Taimton: Somerset v YorKshre 
Horsham: Sussex v item 
Bagbaeton- WanwdohBB v Mtooesex 

(6rst onwlay rtomationai) 

^S|^]^GLAND fr AUSTRALIA 
(aacond one-day international 

25-7EWC0 7W3PHY 

UDRfyS: BIGl/WO w AUSTRALIA 
(third ono-day htterixaicinal) 

Worcester e 

OW TraftorxL Lancushn. v NorthamplcffVTxe 
iBkanter. L^easwshtre </ 8«rt ^ 

Horsham; Suany toia 
gdobsston: Watwiorshire v 
27-BENSON AND HEDGES CUP 

SrlrrTcHALl£NflE SERI® (Wee days! 
aid Hedges quarwflnab) 


2MR1TANN1C ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Kordc Essex v Yotkahae 
Cadlft Gtemorgan v Durham 
Southampton: Hampshrre v Wanwckshfre 
Leicester Letcestersture v Lanrashre 
Lord's: Middles® v Nonhamotorwiie 
Trent Bridge: Nottmghamshxe v l-ten 
Wo roeater Worcestershire v Somerset 
9WJMVERSITY MATCH (three days) 

The Parts: Oxford Untveretiyv Sussex 
31 -TETLEY’S CHALLENGE SERIES (ttroe daysi 
* Derby: Derbyshsa v Australians 


JUNE 


I- AXA UFE LEAGUE 
Btorct Essex v Yorkshire 
Pontypridd: Gtemorgan v Dumam 
Soutnarnftion; KampsfwE v Wanocksme 
Leiceetor: Leicestershire v Lancashire 
Lord's: Middlesex v Northamptonshire 
Trent Bridge; Noninghamshre v Kent 
W o r c es te r Womestetehre » Somerset 

4- BRTTANNIC ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Chesterfield: Derbyshire v Hampshae 
Chastof-te-Streat ftaham v Siasex 
Tunbridge Wots: Kent v WararcksWre 
lord's: Middlesex v Leicestershire 
Northampton: Northampton ship < 

Ncrtteghanshre 

Teurion: Somerset v Lancashxe 
The Ovat Surrey v Essex 
N aarfngte yi Yorkshire v Gloucestershire 

5- F1RST CORNhBLL TEST MATCH 

* EDGBASTON: ENGLAND v AUSTRALIA 
UNIVERSITY MATCH (Three days) 

The Parks Oxford Umueratv v Glamorgan 

0-AXA LIFE LEAGUE 
Choswrfieki: Derbyshire v Hampshra 
ChesierHtoStreat Durham v Stjscex 
Tunbridge Wefis: Kent v Wami^shro 
Lord's: fifcdesex v Larcestershne 
Mtoon Keynes;Campbell Part): NomiampioiT- 
smre v Notimgnamshlre 
Taunton: Somerset v Uncash*e 
The Ovat Surrey v Essex 
Headingiey: Yorkshire v Qcucesterstwe 

9- COSTCUTTH1 CUP 
Harrogate (three daysi 

10- BENSON AND HEDGES CUP 
Swtu-finals 

I I- 7FTL£YS CHALLENGE SSHES /three- days) 
HorthMnpten.M^ W Bri dge. Nortnampron- 

ptfham v Auaratens il bah CtkWS in Senscn 
and Hodges semWIrMls) 
la-BRfTANMC ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Cardrfl: Gtemorgan v Middlesex 
Brisk* Gaoucesterslwa v Worcesiershire 
Bastogstote: Hampetoe v Somarsfl 
Old Ttaltoiil: Laneeshtfs v l jnf 
Tha Ovat Surrey v Ypriahtre 
Hove: Sussex v Essex 
Edgbaston: Warwickshire v Dwbjshre 
14-TETLEY*S CHALLENGE SERIES [three days) 

* Leicester: Leicestershire v Austra&ana 
UNMERSTTY MATCFCS (three daysi 

* famer’K Cambridge UnNereuy vDuffum 
The Pari®: Oxford Unwercny v Noffingramshre 

l&JVtA UFE LEAGUE 
Qanflft: Glamargan v MiddteSw 
^fstoto Gkxxreatersbire v Worcestershire 
Bastogsofta: Hampshire- v Somarset 
Cad Trafiord: Lancashire v Ken) 

The Ovat Surrey v Yortsrtre 

Hoi«Siesa< vEsaer 

Eflahaston: Warwickshire v Dertjyshire 

18- BWTANNIC ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Derby: Derbyshire v Sussex 

Etarfington.- [whom v Ken) 

Bristoc Gtouceamtere v Mdatesex 
Liverpool: Lancaahfra v Gtemcrpan 
Morthampton: North a mptonshge v HarT^ghre 
Trert Bridge: NonmohamStire v Yorkshire 

Battu Somarea v LfitasterahBB 
Worcester Worcestershire v Surrey 

19- SECOND CORNHttJLTEST MATCH 

* LORD'S; B*3LANO v AUSTRALIA 
EtHJNIVERSnY MATCH (tivee days) 

* Chelmsford: Essex v Oxford Urmrereey 
22-AXA LIFE LEAGUE 

Darby: Dertwshrre vSuseoi 
D arfencfiDn: Durham v Kent 
BrtetM Gtoucestwshm v Middlesex 


Old Trafiord: Lancasrtre v Qamoigan 
Northampton: Nortnamplonstiire v Hampshire 
Trent Bridge: WoJfrnchamifwe v Yahwurp 
Bath: Somars^i v Leiceaershxa 
Worcester Worcftsrarshue v Surrey 

24- NATVC5T TROPHY. Bret round 
Beaconatiald: Buckingrtam^hre v Ewe* 
Wisbech: CarrtxxJgesnre v Hampshire 
Barrow: Cumbertand v NinhampiDnshne 
Exmouth: Devon v Letcwrer^htre 
Curtfifi: Glamargan v Badtoritehire 
Bristol: Gtoucestershire v Sajrtarid 

Old TraBottl: LancasWre v Berkshire 

Uncofri (LrWum). Uncomshne v Deifyshire 

Lad's: Mx1dfc»ex v Kent 

Trert Bridge: Nortnghamshite StcrtMOsfjre 

Taurtion: Somereei v Hcrdardsrwe 

The Ovat Surrey v Durham 

Hove: Sussex v Shropshire 

Edgbaston: Wanirttisrixe / NortoSi 

Worcester Wjrcesrefsfwre v Hotana 

Heading ley: Yori-shae v Iretene 

25- TOUR MATCH (three daysi 

The Parks: Combined Universces v Australians 
aS-BWTANhSC ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Southend: Esvex v Dertyshit-? 

Owomna: Glamorgan v Sussex 
LBicesten Leicestersrnre v WerwxJ-awe 
Luton: Nonhampiwishfre ^ Gioucecrei shire 
The Outer Suney v Nortnghamihire 
Worcester Worcesiefsiwe v Lancashxe 
Headinglay: Yorkshire v Midciasm 
29-TETLBrS CHALLENGE SERES Wree raft) 

* Southampton: Kampshre Ausiraiafrs 
UMWEFtSnY MATCHES lUuee oxr .I 

* Cantarbury: Lent « CamOreige Univertufy 

* Taunton: Somerset v CWcrcLfrwarsjty 

29-AXA LIFE LEAGUE 
Southend: Essex v Derbyshire 
Swarnee: Gtemorgan v Sussex 
Leicester: LeJcettershre v Warwrcxshue 
Luton: Narthamprorshire v Gtoucesiorshno 
Hie Ovat Surrey v Nopsignemshire 
Worcestar VTorcestersIwe v Lancasrnre 
Heatfingtey Yorkshire v IJiQdiesex 


JULY 


2- BWTANNtt: ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Chester Je-Street Durhem v Han?>sniic 
ChaUntdotd: Essex v Somerset 
Swansea: Glamorgan,- Gloucesvsishiie 
Maidstone: Kent v NannampronEJue 
Leicester LaceMereme v YorWtxe 
Uxbridge 1 Middteun v Larrcashxe 
Anindei: Sussex j Wotce&tershie 
Edgbaston: Warwickshire j Surrey 

TOUR MATCH Ititrce days) 

Trent Bridge: NMWvpnamerwt ,J Pewsist i 
UNIVERSITY MATCH ithree oaysi 
Lord’s: Qdort v Cambnd9& 

3- THIRD CORWIIU. TEST MATCH 

* OLD TRAFFORD: ENGLAND V AUSTRALIA 

5- TOUR MATCH (three daysi 

* Derby: Derbyshire v Pakistan A 

6- AXA UFE LEAGUE 

Chests#-)e-StroeC Durham v Hampthaa 
Chelmsford: Essex y Somerset 
Swansea. Glamorgan v Oaoeesiwinnis 
Maidstone: Kent,-Nonhampionsh're- 
Leicester: LMOWsrshre vVev«sri«e 
Uxbridge: MxSfiets* v Lancashire 
Arundel; Sussex v Woroestererwe 
Edgbaston: WBfYncksNte v Surrey 
9-NATWEST TROPHY, second round 
Marlow or Chtemctonl BucktoghamsWre 0# 
Essev v Woreesteisitsa or Hoflafid 
Wlabech or Southampton- Cambridge;;tot or 
Hamcchae vGlamoigan a Ewfiarfflhre 
Btfnouth or Leicester Devon or LeicestortJwe 
v Yorkshire or Ireland 

Lfrieolrt (LWfriri) or Derby: Lmcotoshre or 
DerOyshso v Cumberland or Mnnhampuinsiwe 
Uxbridge or Canterbury- Mtodfese* or Kent j 
Gioueasteretoe a Scrfitena 
The Oral or Chesterte-Stmet: Surrey or 
Duham v Noffingranstoe or Stetiartishire 
How or SI Georges iTtetotoj Suase» a 
Snropstute v Lancashfre a Sertshre 
Edgbaston or Lakenham: Warwcnehua or 
Norfolk v Somerset or Hetelordshrei 
TOUR MATCHES 

ShanJey MCC v FaJu6)an A rrhree days) 
Jea m ond: Mnor Counties i Austraitans 'ore 
day) 


12- BeiSON AND HEDGES CUP 
LORD'S. FINAL 

(reserve da/s Jw>- J3 anr ‘.i, 

TOUR MATCH lO'^r can 

Edlnbuigh (Gra-^s CZ: %zv ir.r xAisnMrit 

13- AXA UFE LEAGUE 
Derby: Corbysn-re v 7-rty.-r.-s 
Chaster-le-Straet: D.mari. f.'w.rMrre, 
Southampton: NarnpmR . '.VcxmcIpi-mc 
T rent Bodge: fl37-.grsjr.3h.-fe . S: -re::c-' 
Hove: Susie.' r Grc-rorere-.re 

imatches imor.ir^ Behssn ar.S '—wjii, 
frrjliits mi£ ct atei.ee J/y 1=' 

TOUR MATCH rcr.e «,■ 

Waban: Ergirsn Cns-e: Easrc *1 < Sj-n'en a 

18- BRITM1NIC ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Cheltenham: SuuCiKte'sr.H • Catrtrw 
Canterbury: f-sr.: v tefifetVt 

Old Trafiord: unaas-J* . Sjssw 
Northampton. Narvai-s?;*'*-. ■< . Z. 

Trert Bridge llar'^wgrrt j'Ae'A'CUhse 
Guiktioret Surre. . - 9 —CC”ji« 

Scarborough.- '»*" * C-.~«sr. 

TETLEY'S CHALLENGE ScFJES ."vte oa/o- 
Catdifl: 'jiar argsi r A jsttiwi 
TOUR MATCH I'.mes ----- 
Worcester iivy&uY :t .- a 

19- TETLEY'S CHALLENGE SERIES .-■« Ctr-.'bi 

* Lord's 1 f.'rdoeos* . Aus'-fcW’i 
TOUR MATCH .|r-e« cirf. 

* Taunton: .- z ':- - 

20- AXA UFE LEAGUE 

Cheftenham: GiCuMi'5-ry-jre . Cerc-.'-nre 
Carecrbuty Kere > L-: 

Old Trafioid. Ur-cAsnre . £.-s:w 
Northampton: !ic-rr-a->:'"S-re ■/ Essex 
Trent Bndge' / .'.fi-iiiritoe 

Gutiotord. Suit, . -c~.ee-re 
Worcester 7.VOiri9ii”^e G«r-jrgan 
Scarborough. r^5.-t -1-—- - - 

22- TOUR MATCH -cr.- is 
Cheltenham Go jsesurv w • s ’e-i«an - 

23- BRITANNlC ASSIF.ANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
ChesferlieW' Cers.-vt-te. j>&-.zijsr- 
Chabrslord: Esso •- .Vstsss'evrc 
Chenenharv S'c-.^ffe-ct-e Z-jrr^-r. 
Southampton: r J 2-c;r.?. jnasvt 
Ldcester Leie«rer«wa . :*c" , -'-ytTvto» 
Lord's: Ucc e«r.' l r 
Northampton. :<;r“i.-.rc-.sri'e . 

Edgbadon W.jf*-b-i’ ■? v 

24- FOURTH CORNHIU. TEST MATCH 

■ HEADINGLEY ENGLAND » AUSTRALIA 

TOUR MATCH Si,s. 

■ Hove: S'icscx 1 1 : 2 .-. a 

27-AXA LIFE LEAGUE 

Owsierfirid' De~. ”-'e . 3 iji'' 
ChefrnslonJ Zrzfj.. V.a-Mi'.iT-'-re 
Chettennam' S' :s«5'ern«, D.n«T 
Somhamptoa Hamti'iire * LL'CLi-ni 
Leicestor -, Norcogransniw 

Lords: MxXHC-iiex ^ * u -~ 

Northampton- :::-rtni.mrr , a' , iie •. Surrey 

Eogbaaton: »Va-AC-i.>re . 

29-MATW6ST TROPHY, guarter finail 
TOUR MATCH 

Ca^SRor Sotebmplpri: iJa-.srgsBt <x Kurrei- 
sha“ •; Pfetosn A 

idependng ;r aJ^r.e zi rjatAest 

»“reJ KwrMi 

31 -BRITANUC ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Chester-te-Street □mam. 1 Oertr.-y.re 
Colchester: Essex 1 Lerceereranro 
Cdwyn Bay: Gia-mo.-^-..- N'-rurt^ha-rcrure 
Edgbaston: ’IHamiKksrure , Susie, 

Worcester ’Aorcociarefrac- v Ken; 

Heedxigley: '’orvih.ie ■» ::>-rjmcjorahaff 
TOUR MATCH ,crre da,1 
Swansea: '.Valet - A 


AUGUST 


1-TETLEY'S CHALLENGE SERES -'four daysi 

* Taunton: Someres:«-usKirar^ 

TOUR MATCH flats days' 

* BhsioL QowKsarsrxe a Peteiar. A 
NATWEST UNDER-19 MATCH 
How: England * Zimbebwe 

ilirei one-day anernafrortari 

3-AXA UFE LEAGUE 
Chester 4e-StrftK Duttarr..- Derbyshire 
Cotcheser Essex v LeoKtersnue 


Coiwyn Bay. Glamorgan -. rioTtx<jnamihae 
Lord's: MiOdresax v Smev 
Edghaslon' Warv^i-xJiire / UU'-Ci 
Worcesier. 'iVorcesiershire - '■■en: 

Headingiey votrsr.xe v tJortniTipronshK- 
fl-NATWEST UNDER-19 MATCH 
Southampton: England . Zimbabwe 
isKcnc vie-rtay Eiteirjtionali 

6- BRITANNIC ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Canterbury. ► cm -, Eitc 

BtackpooL Larcash'ic- .- Warmcksliae 
Lord's. MiddlMU . Mempar.ire 
Northampton' Nortnimcw-on.re .- 

totMidhui* 

Tauraon* E-omerce:. GroucetJt'tnrt: 

The Oval. Surrey . D'-imam 
Eastbourne. Suue, < Lekcsterir.je 

7- FIFTH CORNHIU. TEST MATCH 

* TRENT BRIDGE. ENGLAND v AUSTRALIA 
TOl/R MATCH rtort day <1 

* Heading toy: I'drtrehm Pitor. A 
NATAEST UNDER-19 MATCH ‘lout d»,i. 

" Edgbasion. Ergland « ifirst v fc :, 

S-INTERNAnONAL MATCH -mve CeySf 

■ Djb&n lUaJamdei Ireland 1 S:jiitr.c 
10-AXA UFE LEAGUE 

Canterbury k em < Es;*» 

CXd Trafiord: Lancashire ir H,'ir.-nc*Sh*e 
Le-nfs: Midoiaus* 1 Hi.mu-.wc 
Northampton- Nomampsar*-.rtV“ j 
ritrMt rererxe 

Taunton. SoriHsei Gloucesterwm* 

The Oval Sui-iy v Cfciman 
Eastbourne: £ersto» ■» Le'^--i'citr.»e 

12- NATWEST TROPHY 

rirs urni-tihal 

TOUR MATCH lane cl*,, 

Demy or Northampton: Cero -toe 01 Non-v 
u.Tcxonshite ■■■ Paki'Jan A 
latpendfig on NxWKi Ti^t/i 

13- fJATWEST TROPHY 
Sec era Him-finu 

1&-BRITANNIC ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 

* Darby. Crefoytftirc LawLSh-rc 

■ Portsmoutir Hampshire v r«,>,hire 

■ Lord's Moroscri < Syutr 

* Trent Bridge. Ho'.iraharrretot v aomcru: 

* Hw SuOit/ v Ccuseilerer.ne 

* Vforcesier Y,'orc5iivfihir= •• O'smaiaan 
TOUR MATCH 'foul CJ-.'I 

* Cterimsionl' Fi ji-Oats. Cauniies Seiec xi * 

Pa-'i.iari A 
WOMEN'S MATCH 
Bnsiol Er-jlard , SomIo Alne.' 

;!ks-. sne-diy «H4mafrQrt6H 

16- TETLEY'S CHALLENGE SERIES 'three Jv- 

* Canterbury: hem v Ausirafcftr-s 

17- WOMEN'S MATCH 

* Taurtion treiiod «• South Ati-W 

'setmc amr-ca,’ memaiKr'ali 
IB 'or iSfrBAIN HOGG TROPHY icne <Utj) 
Semrlnals 

20- BRITANNIC ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Chester-to-Sueec Dvr mam Mxfdtesto 
ABorgaiieriny. Glamcncin » NwThemptwtttoc 
Latcesief: Ldcooieiohie v Dertycfrive 
Worksop: Nwwghjrwhat-1 Eas*r 
Tautllton: SnmerseT v Kent 

Edgbaston.' /rtiweisituc- v tHxc&r.&zr.ite 
Scarborduoh' tOTfshre 1 Susseji 
WOMEN*S'MATCH 
Lord's: England ^ Soutn Atnca 
ftn«d or»day inlemfiiionali 

21- SOfTH CORNHIU. TEST MATCH 

* THE OVAf ENGLAND v AUSTRALIA 
NATWEST UNDER-19 MATCH [tear Mr -' 

* Heetfingley: England c Zimbabivt- 
I second 'est) 

24-AXA UFE LEAGUE 
CJwBter-te-Stteei: Eiurhun v Mjcfcllese> 

CaidHt Glamorgan v Nwthar-^on'huc- 
Brtstot GUJuMEtetsure v Laricaxrme 
Lakrestof: Lesre&wrshxa « Darb’rtnlre 
Trent Bncfoe: Nooirgnams.'we v Essex 
Taunton: &rnere« v h-sm 
Worcester-. Wwoeaershire 1 WarwK*iri*t 
Scaitjcvough: fortiime v Suwer. 
27-BWTANMC ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
Derby; Darbystnre v Sorrenrel 
Chelmaford: Eww v Warvnc^ihxc- 
Bristol: Gk)vc«'er5h«i v Nottinghamshire 
Portsmouth: Hfimnslwe v Kent 
Old Trafiord; Lancastoe v Ywtihire 
LekxnMi 4 . Lwcostervure v Glamorgan 


lOi'.r. jir y.y ;r.ir. 


Northampton ■ i::rn&«r.p , wU'iire 1 Cumir 
Hove: S..SCS- . Suite.-/ 
rOcktemwitfer. Vi'wetKretino Middle’s 
WOMEN'S MATCH 
Hinckley. Endar-r . 5c j'n Atr.u; 

I'curt-i c-.:-ce. rien-i' 

EB-NAT/ZEST UNOER-19 MATCH rio-Ji Ol. 
' Canterbury. £r^ljr; v 3.T0vb.M -ftid ;: 

30- WOMEN'S MATCH 

Mihon Keynot, F- 1 '- E u 

So-^tr Air.-^j 

-li.tri j.-v- ii.- ..'.roi-^'crafr 

31- A.CA UFE LEAGUE 
Derby* Or.rarera-' ■ 5-r-ifr 
Cht-rmsioro. E-re:- . i.VA-r-tw 
Bretci. ii-jT-re:'rerei-: j \ i-nr»vn.-rnc' 
Ponsmourn -u-otP*t-" 

Old Tiuflwd Un:-iir»ire . 

Leicester Ltv'.s'cruwe - '3 i-nnser. 
Nontumpion ■;irti tt nc-on;r,n.i . C-ji r i- 

HOVO. -•'.t': 1 .-Sjirs, 

Worcesrar- .Vo'<c.ii-£fr-ic vM-cdv.ic- 


SEPTEMBER 


BRITANNIC ASSURANCE CHAMPIOrtSHIR 
Derby- T^iC.-criKr «■ NorhV'.irn-, r.K 
Chaster-la-Street. Dur.om..- i'*srr.t. l '.i-c 
Canterbury a art , GiOudCr'Ci.rire 
Old Trafiord Lv-siih-a .-E;:e^ 

Trent Bridge- IIon'q'.a-T.:rjr« .- H.,- ptr.ne 
Taunton {/rei:ti /'/.SKifi 
The Oval. Sum:, >2ljrwftn 
Headingiey: ri»ar.:»- . '.’/c-tTc-s-urcrmr- 

6- riATVTEST TROPH7 
LORD'S: FINAL 

7- ATA UFE LEAGUE 
Derby Dorfr.-jij-; • 

Canterbury r e* ■ v Sto x i-K r*. 

Grid Trafiord. La’.rre-.te .- Ere:-?- 
Lerceow L-F~Ciu'< »'#>>'■. l -.c r-.r:> 

Treni Bridge. Ncrei"-wr.:rie j PLr.cr.r-nt 
Taunlon icr.^--r; ; r A.r.Ui'-,:- 

The Oval. Sufic- • Ci'.mcigL'. 

Headmgley. forlC *-Jt v'.'/WSei'viCtf- 
B-BAIN HOGG TROPHY ere tsiv. 

F1V1I 

10-BRITANNIC AS SURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
ChoHet-te-SveeL w'jreyn • Syo-'.i 
Carditr i5ia~ i, :-rgL r > < Eiwr 
Southampiun. n jT{.;r.ac .- iuss-:' 

Lord’s l.lodarecr . rreti-srarweae 
Northampton: ’Jirtt-an-r. i-l 
Lc a'liiihi'; 

The- Oval. Ejm. v Lan«:hir* 

Edgbasion V.'ar#r;-sM= v G'ojccu/::'xc 
y/oiccsier. ’/.‘Tier ihrjw*. CrLi’i.Ci’irr 
Head mpey. -jd-STirfc , ten: 

1-4-AFA UFE LEAGUE 
Chester-w-SireeL Dji'^-i > r-.n-ii;-:: 

Card# Glvrrsrgar. j c.UJ 
Soi/tbamotor: Hsmpwi.« 5-c :*■ 

Lord’s. MiOdkise/ Noft>hcr , .srr:n«i- 
Northampton: IIKnartOiwcvn. • 
Lc«acisiwc 

The Oval: Sune, vLiOMSfirrs 
Edgbaston Yfarre>jn*c 1 GljuM?5rtnn< 
Woriiasier WwatoMism* ' Csib-fSh>rf 
Headingiey: Yorrarme v l v :'i 
IB-BRITANNIC ASSURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 

* Derby Derbys-nit v fortmiie 

* Cheimstord: Eilc-v v Mk3£SK£:* 

* Bnsiol: GiOucerierenae j Uncasnsre 

* Sewhampiwi: Hamoshire v Worcestusitw*: 

* Corterburv: Ken: %• Suney 

* Leicosier. LBar-aerthBc- •«■ Duthar. 

* Taunton. Sometre: v GUimorosr. 

* Hove; Suit*- »• Utirmgriam.-hiii 

* Edgbastoiv VJerwzi'srvh •> ttamjmwcr-sr.ire 

* match includes Sunday play 


Other matches at Lord’s 

May 4-5. MCC v VSates 
June 27 Etor. j H^now 
July IS- MCC vMCC ScTi^cic 
July 16: MCC Sdiooli v Naiional AiSKiirrjr. y. 
YOjrw Cnckflias 

Jitiy if: MCA fvjng CkK-i a- v Camswea 
Services 

Aug 21 -aa MCC v Ireland 

Aug 27; MCC TiCf+ty tMuvrt Couro;-;* frr.al 

Aug 2S- Aflt-31 A)f cA* OtertiDisr.^ap Sr.a, 

Aug 31: Afliancfr & Ltuxster Grc Village 
chsmpwnsIwMmai 








The Times calendar of sport 1997 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

Jan 4-5: MR. dMsaonal ptey-ott games 
Jan 12: AFC and MFC championship games 
Jan 26-. Super Bowl <XXI, New Cleans 
Apr 12: WLAF season begins. 

June 21 -22: Worid Bowl 57 
Aug 31: new NR. season begins 

; ARCHERY 

Mar Iff. National indoor championships. 
Aylesbur/ 

May 2a-2S: AltSnteh field championships. 
Quinn Wells 

Jtra 7-8: UK Masters. Udeshal 
Aog 9-10: Bnosh larget championships. 
Ulles ha II 

Dec 7; Junior national meteor champcrtstops. 
Ryton 

ATHLETICS ~| 

Jan 4: Worid Cross Challenge. Beflast 
Jan il: Beebe* UK C«U cross-country 
Champronships. Lutori 

Jan 12: Worid Cross Challenge. Anwretoe/a. 
Spain 

Jan 19: World Cross Challenge. SewUe 
Jan 25-26: AAA indoor championships. 
Bnringham. 

Feb 1: Worid Cross ChaUenge. Toucomg. 
France. Bntfcsti Universities champion¬ 
ships. Leeds 

Feb 7: MilUose Games New York. 

Feb 9: Wortd Cross. Challenge. Afbuieira. 
Portugal 

Feb 15: Northern Ireland cross-country 
championships. Lurgan. Reebok English 
a oss-country relay championships. 
Mansfield. 

Fob 16: Ricoh mdocr tour. Uwn, France. 
World Cross CMIenge Chiba Japan; 
Scottish cross-country championships. 
Perth 

Feb 20: Ricoh indoor tour. Stockholm- Grata 
pm II. Melbourne 

Feb 22: Wortd Cross Challenge. Nairobi. 

Fab 23: Ricoh indoor tour. Btmwcftam: Wortd 
Cross CboSenge DieWrch. Limambourg 
Feb 28- Mar 1: United Stales indoor champion¬ 
ships, Atlanta 

Feb 28-Mar 2: European veterans' trcfcwr 
championships. Birmingham 
Mar 1: English Schools cross-country 
championships. Newark 
Mar a Grear Britain world cross-country 
championships trials. Northumbertand 
Mar 7-9: World indoor championships. Pahs 
Mar 8: fieetck English national cross-country 
championships. Havant. Scottish Schools 
cross-country championships, hvme: 
Welsh Schools cross-country champton- 
shtps. Llanidloes 

Mar 9: Wortd Cross Challenge. San Vittore. 
Italy 

Mar 17: Grand pnx II. Johannesburg. 

Mar 22: TSB Schoofe and under-20 cross 
country international. Chepstow. British 
veterans cross-country championships. 
Sunderland. 

Mar 23: World arcs-country champonships. 
Tunn 

Mar 26: Bntsh pofice a oss-country 
champtonstiips. Manchester 
Apr 6: Pans Marathon 
Apr 13: Flora London Marathon 
Apr 19-20: Worid RacewaMng Cup. Prague 
Apr 20: Rotterdam Marathon. 

Apr 21: Bostcci Marathon. 

May 4: Brazil Grand Pro. Rio be Janeno 
May 10: Osaka Grand Pm. Osaka Japan 
May Iff US Trade and Field Grand Pm. 

Charlotte. North Carolina 
May 25: Pretortame Classic. Eugene. Oregcn 
May 29: Grand pri* II. Seville 
May 30: Diputacion Grand Pnx. Seville 
May 31: Grand pro il. San Jose. Grand pro- H. 
Hengeto. Michael Johnson v Donovan 
Bailey Challenge, roronto 
June 2: Grand pro II. St Dents. Franca 
June 5: Golden Gaia Rome 
June 6: tnamensky Memorial. Moscow 
June ID: Grand pnx II. Bratislava 
June 12-15: United Steles worid champrcn- 
slups Inals. Indianapolis 
June 15: Grand pnx II. Gateshead 
June 16: Grand pm II. HetetnW 
June 21-22: European Cup. Munich. 

June 25: Gaz de France Grand Pm, Pans 
June 29: Grand Pnx !, London 
July z Athienssima 97. Lausanne. 
Switzerland 

July 4: Bistort Games. Oslo 
July 7: DN Gaian. Stockholm 
July 9: Grand pro II. Linz. Austria 
July 10-13: Ereopoan under-23 Cup. Turku. 
Finland 

July 11-13: English Schools championships. 
Sheffield 

July 12-14: Great Britain world championships 
trials. Birmingham 
July 16: Nikaia. Nice. France 
July 24-27: European pjnior championships. 
Ljubljana. Slovenia. 

Aug 1-10: World championships. Athens. 

Aug 13: Zunch WettWas». lunch 
Aug 16: Hetcuhs 97. Monte Carlo 
Aug 22: Van Damn*? Memorial. Brussels 
Aug 24; Cologne WettWas&e. Cologne 
Aug 26 or Sept 5: ISTAF 97. Berlin 
Sept 3: Grand pm It. Rieti 
Sept 13: IAAF Grand Pm final. Fukuoka. 
Japan 

Sept 2ff. Berlin Marathon 
Oct 4: Hall marathon world championships. 
Kosice 

Nov 2: New York City Marathon 
Dec 14: European cross-country champion¬ 
ships Oeiras. Portugal 

, BADMINTON ^ 

Jan 31-Feb 2. National championships, 
Norwich. 

Feb 8-9: National urWer-16 champtonsrtps. 
TeHord 

Feb 21-23: Fwixts Prowideni grand slam 
tournament. Mansfield 

Feb 28-Mar 2 National under• 18 ebampMh- 
shipo. Bletchley 

Mar 10-15: Tone)'A* England-Dpan champion¬ 
ships Birmingham 

Mar 27-30: European veterans Champuxv 
sfrps. Gateshead 

Mar 30-Apr 6: European iumor champion¬ 
ship®. NytnDuk. Czech Republic 
Apr 18-20: Fnend3 Provident grand slam 
tournament. Redbndge 
May 2£Rhme 1: Worid championships. 
Glasgow 

-BAli-ROOM DANC1NG~ 

Jan 8: The Srar Ball. London 
Jan 21-23: UK Open Ctempransfilps. 
Bownemouth. 

May 23-30: British Open Chan^nonships. 
Blackpool 

July 11-13: UK Dosed Championships. 
Bournemouth 

Sept 20: World Piolessfcmai Latin Champ¬ 
ionship. Germany 

Oct 4: Worid Amateur Latin Championship. 
Gothenburg 

Oct 7-9: IrttemaHonei Championships. Brent¬ 
wood and London 

Nov 8: Worid Amateur Modem Championship. 
Karlsruhe, Germany 

Nov 20-23: National citampionship®. 
Blackpool 

Nov 24: Worid Prolessional Modem Champ- 
Mrrship. Blackpool 


; - BASEBALL ,y - 1 

Apr 1: Opening day d Mai or League season. 
July 8: All-Sia game. 

/ BASKETBALL: 

Jan 19: Men s and women's National Cup 
finals, Shuffidd 


Ancient city must be worthy of modem times 


Athens knows that much 
rides on the success of 
the world championships, 
says David Powell 


I gnoring the Vtrgiltan maxim 
about Greeks bearing gifts, the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federation (IAAF) has put its trust 
in Athens to stage the 1997 world 
athletics championships. The 
world governing body has good 
reason to expect that the gift from 
its host, which is waiving the 
traditional $7 million IAAF grant, 
ought nor to shatter into tiny pieces. 

After the organisational catastro¬ 
phe of the Olympic Games in 
Atlanta. Athens must impress in 
the staging of the sixth world 
championships if it has to have a 
chance of winning the vote to host 
the 2004 Olympics. The decision 
will be taken only three weeks after 
the biggest sports event of the year 
has drawn to a close in the Greek 
capital. Athens, where the first 
modem Olympics were held in 
1896. felt that the centennial Games 
should have gone there, but ac¬ 
knowledges now that it relied too 
much on history and that, to 
succeed this time, it must meet 
modern-day demands. 

“You can imagine what a promo¬ 
tion this might be for the Greek 
Olympic bid if they have a prob¬ 
lem-free world championships," 
fstvan Gyulai. the IAAF secretary, 
said. Improving on the Atlanta 
efficiency standard might be about 
as demanding as asking Michael 
Johnson to beat the Tenterden 
Trotters dub 200 metres record, 
but proving as good an athletics 
meeting will be more difficult. 

Atlanta witnessed arguably the 
greatest track and field show in 
Olympic history: Johnson’s never- 
to-be-forgotten world record and 
200/400 metres double: Donovan 
Bailey’s 100 metres world record; 
the majesty of Marie-Jose R§rec in 
the 200 and 400 metres: the 
sovereignty of Svetlana Master- 
kova in the 800 and 1,500 metres; a 
fourth long jump sold medal for 
Carl Lewis: a profusion of dose 
finishes; the drama of Linford 
Christie’s protest at his disqualifi¬ 
cation in the 100 metres, and of 
Hicham el Guerrouj's fall in the 
1500 metres. 

Yet, even as Atlanta unfolded, 
fresh buds were beginning to 
bloom. One, Daniel Komen, surely 
will flower in Athens. Komen, 20, 
narrowly failed to make the Kenya 
team for Atlanta, but. inspired by 
watching the Olympics on tele¬ 
vision. within five weeks he set one 
of the most extraordinary world 
records and won the overall men’s 
grand prix title. 

Komen took 4.44sec off 
Noureddine Morceli’s 3.000 me¬ 
tres world record. His ambition for 
1997 is to win in Athens. “I am the 
3,000 metres world record-holder 
but without having any world 
championships or Olympic gold 
medal.- Komen said. “I am train¬ 
ing for the world championships." 


Jan 29: European Championship semi-final I 
round. England v Portugal. Newcastle 
Fob 9: NBA Ail-Star game. GukJ Arena. | 
Cleveland 

Fab 26: European Championship. semi-final 
lomd. England v Russia 
Mar 2: TUP Trophy final. Birmingham 
Mar 26: European Korac Cup final, firat leg. 

European RoncneBi Cup final, first leg. 

Apr 4: European Korac Cup final, second leg. 

European Boncheltl Cup final, second leg 
Apr 24: NBA play-oils bagvt. 

May 3-4: BuAwaser Champonshp Inals. 
Wembley 

June 6-15: Ei*opean women’s Championship 
finals Budapest 

June 24-Juty 6: European Championship 
finals. Spam 

Sept 13-14: new season begins 

Oct 16-18: McDonalds championships. vtbe. 

Nov 7: NBA season begins 

~'T 

Jan 1923: Open champtonsttps. Hyderabad 
Feb 27-Mar 7: British open, vtba 
Mar 17-22: Indian open. Madras. 

May 16-19: European open. Malta 

V BOBSLEIGHING 

Jan 12-19: European Champunshlps, 
Konfcjssee, Germany 

Jan 20-Feb 2 Wortd champtonshipe. Si 
Moritz. 

Fab 9-1 & -tumor wortd championships. 
<NientK*g. Germany 

Feb 11-16: World Cup (snah round). Calgary 
Feb 1926: Worid Cup {seventh round). 
Nagano. Japan 

Nov 4-9: Wortd Cup {first round). Calgary 
Nov 25-30: World Cup (second round). 
Wnterbeig. Germany 

Dec 2-7: Worid CUp (third round). Corona. 
Italy 

Dee 9-14: Worid Cup (fourth round). La 
Ptogne 

' \ 

Jan 12: Under-26 international match. Wales v 
England. Amman!ord 

I Jan 14-17: CIS Wetsn Masters and Wetsn 
men's sngtos championship. Uanefli 
Jan 18: Liberty Trophy quarter-finals. 

Jan 20-Feb 2 Wortd singles and pairs 
champtonsMp. Ffieston 
Fob 8 - Liberty Trophy semr-finals. 

Feb 8-8: EngBSh men’s Under-25 singles 
finals. NoOiighan 

Feb 13: Welsh women s rational champ¬ 
ionship finals Bridgend 
Fab 28-Mar ft Engfish womens nattonJ 
championships. York. 

MV 1-2: Denny C 143 finals. Dartngton 
Mar 8: Yeilon Trophy imab. New EarsvncV. 
York. 

Mir 10-14: Men’s Brttfeh teles Indoor 
cha j npionsflps and international series. 
Ballymcney. 
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Action from the Olympic marathon of 1S96, the last time 
that Greece hosted a global athletics championship 
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Kipketer. left, will be hoping to add to his gold medal in the 800 metres from Gothenburg two years ago while much is expected of the talented Komen 


One flower denied a vase in 
Atlanta was Wilson Kipketer, the 
world’s best 800 metres runner 
who. as a Kenyan-born Dane, was 
not eligible for the Olympics, 
although he had won the world 
title in Gothenburg two years ago. 
So, with Komen and Kipketer 
added to the parade of Olympic 
champions in Alliens, we may find 
championship records being 
smashed like plates in a Greek 
restaurant 

Prize-money will be paid for the 
first time, cash replacing cars. 


Mar 17-20: Women's Bnfi&h isles indooi 
championships -and international senes 
Perth. 

Mar 21-23: Engtoh men s champion ol 
champions angles. Bembndge 
Mar 23: Egham Trophy (irate Charmwd 
Apr S-12: El BA championships Mellon 
Mowbray 

Apr 13: Uberty Trophy final. Melton Mowbray. 
Welsh man's national champ ortsrapS 
finals. Prestatyn 

Apr 18-20: British Steel women’s world indooi 
singles championships. Llaneil 
June 20-23: Wfirnen'3 Brmsn Ides ouKioor 
championships and intemauonaJ senes. 
Ayr 

June 30-Jufy 4: Man's British Isles ouidoor 
cLBmpionsfvps and international senes. 
Worthing 

July 20-21: Women's junor internationals. 
Portrusn 

Aug 4: Johns Trophy, finals. Leamington Spa 
Aug S: Walker Cup. finals. Leanwgton Spa 
Aug 6-16: Englfcft women's national 
champronships. Leamington Spa 
Aug 17: National tumor singles champwnsftp. 
Worthing 

Aug 17-29: EBA national charrpiortsfi'ps. 
Worthing 

Aug 17-Sept 2 l Women's Ariantic f*m Games. 
Uandrindod Welts 

Aug 30: MtfOeton Cup finals. Worthing 
Aug 31: English men's inter-club double nnk 
ohampronships and Under-25 angles. 
Worthing 

Sept 13-14: Men's |incr ctiemabonate. 
Uan&rrtiod Welto 

Sept 16-17: Nabonai mored tours competition. 
Sept 20-21: National rnred pars oompvmon 
Sept 22-28: traemafional open saigies. 
Prasron 


which have been awarded to 
winners at the past two world 
championships. Some $5 million is 
in the pot, winners receiving 
$60,000. runners-up $30,000 and 
bronze medal-winners $20,000. A 
bonus, probably $100,000, will be 
paid to any athlete setting a world 
record. 

There will be no new events in 
Athens, with the women’s pole 
vault and hammer scheduled to 
join the programme in 1999. “The 
principle is that we w'ant ra have a 
rehearsal at continental level first,” 


CRESTAKUjfr 

Jan 18-19: Ccnon Gup 

Jan 19: Hanes Carter Silver Chp 

Feb 1: Morgan Cup. 

Feb 8-9: Brabaron Trophy 

Feb 15: Grand National 

Fab 21-22: Cartier Challenge Trophy. 

Mar 2: Run closes. 

May 24-27: tntei-counties champronship. 

Soumvifck and Compton 
June 7-8: Home internationals. Southport. 
June 9-15: Men s ana women s champon- 
ships, Cheltenham 

July 6-13: Open championship. Hurim^tam. 
July 9-11: Amor champtanshrps Bristol. 

Sept 4-7: Pres dent's Cup. Nottingham. 

Chaaman's SaNer. Compton 
Sept 27-28: Croquat Association finals. 
Cheltenham 


■ : V : CURLING V :• ^1 

Feb 16: English and Walsh championships 
Mar 4-9. Scomsh champtonships. Perth 
Mar 30: World |unior championships. Jspan. 
Mar 20-Apr 20: Wtorto championships, 8eme 


BOXING 


Feb 3: England Under-19 -.- Urned Slates. 
London 

Feb 17-18: ASA cnarr.pi ansh^js. semi-finals 
Mar 5: AB* cnampronships. finals. 

Bnnrgharr, 

Apr 12 : ABA junrar champnansh^s. finals. 
Birmingham 

May JOJwie 9: European junror champion¬ 
ships. Evirangham 


CANOEING 


May 2-4: Olympic Re-jatla. Haze.wr*et 
July 19-23: WgrW junior fialvrater champton- 
stvps. Laha. Finland 

A UQ 19-24: Worid IWwster champnnsrtps. 
Dummoutr. Canada 

Aug 30-31: Marathon racing Wertd Cup. 
Copenhagen 

Sept 22-28: Worid sialwn championships, 
Tres Cor Has. Br& 2 >. Europe on flatwater 
championship?. Plwd.ii. Buigaw Ewo- 
pean wit Mater Chamawnslips. Taren- 
Uasfi. France 

Dee 5-7; Ran-Amsnwn cnarra»nsh?». 
Cascaval. Braal 


CYCUNG 


Jan 12: National crckraoss champonsteps. 
Burning ham 

Feb 1-2: Worio cydo-ooss champonshfts. 
Munch 

Mar iff: Esse* grand pmc Halstead 
Mar 22: Advance Plugs cacun race. Easlway 
Sfratford 

Mar 28: Wemafonal rradi meeiing. Heme Hffi. 
London 

Mar 29-31: Grvan stage race. 

Apr 6: Ar=t.er grand pro. Beacoosfietd 
Apr 13: Pans-Roubaa 
Apr 20: WeNyn-Harfi«J grand prit V/elwyn 
Apr 26-27: Lands Classic. Hull 
May 2-5: Tour ol Lancashire 
May S: Women's CRA road championship. 
Bedford. 

May 11: Lincoln grand prtc NaDonai ten mfas 
une-tnal championship. Banon-on- 
Humber 

May 17-Jime 8; Tour or Italy. 

May 24-25: Tour ol the Kingdom, Fite 
June 1: National 25 miles Sne-rrtal champ¬ 
ionship. Crathome Diwson road 

cnampfansbips 

June 7: National molar-paced champonshlp 
Heme hbi. London. 

June 8: Five VaSeys road race. Pan Tetoot. 
June 1S: Demagtoss Tom Stmpwn road race. 
Harwcrth 

June 2D; Man mtenvilioRai iP40 race 
Oougias; Womai's national road race 
Championship. Dnoglaa 


Gyulai said. “In Budapest [at the 
1998 European championships], 
they will have both and we will 
have both in 1999.” 

Only half of full prize-money will 
be paid the first time these events 
are held, increasing to 75 per cent 
the second time and 100 per cent in 
2003. “We do not want to pay for a 
less valuable performance,” Gyulai 
said, noting that it takes time for 
new events to be fully competitive. 

The IAAF has two concerns. 
“The biggest problem for Athens is 
going to be die pollution and 


June 22 Espoia national road race champ¬ 
ionship, Cwncam, National 50 mites time- 
tnal championstitp. Pease Peerage. 

Jure 29: Open road race championship. 
Abergavenny. National tandem sprint 
charrpionship. Scurtftorpe 

July 527: Tour da France 

My 12-13: Aberdeenshire Classic. Aberdeen. 

July 13: Men's and women's national 100km 
team mne-mal championship. Exeter 

July 18-26: National track champronships. 
Manchester. 

July 2ff. National 100 rrites tbne-triaJ champ¬ 
ionship. Drctcot 

July 26-27: Men's and women's 24 hous 
ttme-tnal championship. Wrwham. 

July 31-Aug 4: World junior track ehsmplon- 
sKps. Cape Tcwn 

Aug 3: Tour at the Cdtswotis. Gloucester. 

Aug 10: Ann Cycles grand pnx. Portsmouth 

Aug 16: National Omnium track chomp- 
tonship, EtSnburgh. 

Aug 17: Leeds krtermuonel classic. National 
men's and women's 12 -hour tme-Olal 
championship. Gastang. 

Aug 24: Natural ckcutt champianshtp. Buy St 
Edmunds 

Aug 27-31: Worid track. champtonsTfips. Perth, 
AustraSa. 

Sept 6-28: Tour ol Spam. 

Sept 7: Tunstod Wheelers gyand prtx. 
Eccieehail 

Sept 21: Tour d the Peak. Derbystvre. 

Sept 28: BCF National time-trial champ¬ 
ionship. Rpon 

Oct 66: Wtxid tune-trial championships. San 
Sebastian. 

Oct 11-12: Wortd road race champronstvps. 

- Son Sebasttan 

Oct 26: Nadoral hill r*nb championship, 
ftewsriey. Bar 

Nov 8: kite matronal track competition. 
Manchester 

I: H? PARTS,y l.-iY ^ y| 

Jan 4-12: Errtoassy worid crvimpianshfijs, 
Frimley Green 

Sept 13-14; Worid masters, vtbe. 

Od 2-4: World team championships, Parte. 
Australia 

Dec 56: Wortd masters. v®a. 


Apr 13: London wheefehaa marathon 

May 2-5: National wheelchair terms 
championships, Sheffield. 

June 18-29: European wheuchar basketball 
champonshipB. Madnd. 

A4y 18-28: CP-ISRA world gamee, 
N o t ti n gham . 

July 19-20: Walsh Games, CartSl 

July 21-28: British open wheeieftat temte. 
Nottingham 

July 22-Aug 2: World whastehak gtebes, 
Stote kfandevite. 

July 28-Aug 3: Wtxid. op team terete 
taumamera, NoB a ^ham. 

Aup 10-18: EuDpeeo-tabte tennis dampton- 
shlps. Stockholm - 


traffic." Gyulai said. Traffic is 
worse'titan in the rush hour-in 
London." A world championships 
traffic lane is to be set aside 
while the IAAF hopes that pollu¬ 
tion will be reduced because the 
occasion coincides with a holiday 
period. 

In October, reports from Athens 
indicated a dispute between the 
Greek Government and the Greek 
athletics federation (Segas), which 
threatened the smooth running of 
the championships. Segas, which 
had signed a contract with the 


Sept 7-14: European swimming champion¬ 
ships, Badajoz. Spain. 

Sept 18-21: Nationef bastetbaX tournament. 
Stoka MandevBa 

Sept 19-21: European wheelchair dancing 
cfamptonshjK, Hanosand, Sweden. 

Sept 24-28: National junior games. Hifl. 

Oct 1-2: European powortlfttng ch ampio n-. 
ships. Ptesrany. Slovakia - . 


Mar 13-16: Grand prix, Moscow. . 

Apr 11-13: European Cup. BeOuno, Italy. 

Jure 6-8: National summer champtanshtp s , 
Shefftaid. 

July 31-Ain 3: European judor champton- 

sNps, Qasgwr 

Aug 13-24: European Champtmshlps. Sevflte 
Sept 10-14; World Cup, Mexico City. 

Nov 7-6: National winter championships, 
Sheffield 


May 8-11: Badm i nton Horae Tnals. 

May 14-18: WWscr Horae 3»w. 

May 29-Jura 1: Htekatead, 

June 12-ifi: Bramham Horse Trials. 

July 10-13: Royal tntsmeiianai Horae Shew. 
Htctetaed 

Aug 14-17: Hk*StB 2 d Derby. 

Sept 4-7t Btenhom three-day went 
Sept 11-14: SugHey Horse Trials 
Sept 24-28: Horse of the Year Show. 
Wembley 

Dec 18-22: Olympie Christmas Show, 
- Wembiay. 


Jan 25: British youth champlonshtoa (foB); ‘ 
CortteCup 

Feb B: Brittshyoulh champtanshtps (sabreand' 
dpdd) 

Mar 11 -13: Pi*«c schools championstips _ 

Mar IS: British sabre champ ror itffiips. 

fifar2S-31: Wood junior and cadet champta ra 
ships, Tanerite. 

Apr 26: Brfifsh tnteriretSafe (oB champ- 
tanships. - ; • 

May iff. British foil championships. -. 

May 24: Bnttsb men’s 4p6e opart . .' 

Jtrfy 12-19: World championships, Capa 
Town. 


Apr 27-May 4; Worid toarseatteempiorahips. 

. Ntetnipbort, Belgtwn- . :V 
May 16-18:-Home Interna t ional bodt eae 
champkytsftps. Sjabstsr, Seotigid-, ' 
June 3-7: Spring home By tntBrnadonal.’BeM 
■ Water. _ ' ,- T - - r ~ -• 

June 7-8: NFSActdbboat sea ehBmCtrsrtos. 

Uttiehampron. j - 

- Jure 0-10; Embassy-ChaBonga coarse fiftak 
Dsttinartt-: ' :r. -> 


IAAF to run the championships, 
withdrew, saying that tt had been 
marginalised by the state. 

However, Andreas Ftauras, the 
Greek-Minister for Sport, Strains 
Molivas, the president of Segas, 
and Primo Nebiolo, the IAAF 
president, met in November, after 
which it was announced that “a 
final agreement was readied . -. 
settling any previous controver¬ 
sies". Greece must hope for a 
controversy-free championships. 
Its future Olympic bid depends 
upon it. 


June 16-30: Woman's taros By international, 
Lough Matvia 

June 28-29: World coam chanvionshlps, 
Hungary. 

July 5:. Fifth division national coarse 
chanx&jnsh^te, Basingstoke 

July 14-20: Benson end Hedges Scotland By 

• - HnaJ. Lodh Leuera 

July 19: Fourth dMsion national coarse 
championships. Middle Trent 

July 24-26*. Benson and Hedges England fly 
final, Rutland Water. 

Aug 9: Women's nations! coarse champion¬ 
ships, WRaw Park. 

Aug 18t Fkst dvteton national .«»« 
championships. StaWorth-Kaadby Caret 

Aug 25-31: Worid ]wiorbeach saacharrpicn- 
ships, Dieppe. 

Sept 29: World By ehamptonsttps, &ate 
R5v«7 United States 

Sept ft Third dMsrfon national coarse. 
c ha mp io nships. Shropshire Canat 

Sept 9-10: Benson and Hedges (ntemtetanal 
Ry final. Rutland Water. ■ 

Sept 2Cc Second dlvtatan national. orarse 
chomplondiips. Cambridge and Groat 
Ouse. 

Sept 26-28: Home intemafeona) share sea 
championships, Aberereon. Wales. 

Oct .11-19: Wtrld stars see chari p te m bip s , 
Dover. 

Dec: World big game championships. Kenya 


Jen 4: FA Cup'. round. 

Jan 17-22: US Cup (betvwwi unttad Stetes, 
Mexico. Peru and Denmark). Pasadena. 
and San Diego. 

. Jan 22: International match. Italy v Northern 
. Iraiaid, Palermo. 

Jan 25: FA Cup, fourth round. . 

' group 4, 

Fab 12: Worid Cup quallMng. EUnxeerr zone. 

group 2, Eng&nd v Italy. Wertatey, 

Feb 15: FA Cup. flflh round. ^ 

Fob 19: Coca-Cote Cup, serrti-ititats, Ikst tegs.. 

Mar ft FA Ct 4 >. qoater-ttnata 

Mar 12: Coca-Cola Cup. semi-final8. second 


■wzft worn ujpguaitytng. European zone, 

: group tear. SetWana v Estonia, Hampden 
Pad? Group 'seven, Wades <r Belgium, 

• C&Rtift: Group 'nra,. Northam iraiand v 
Portugal, BettasL. 

Apr 2: Wbrief Cku quafityina E u rope an aorie, 
maup lour, Scotland v Austria Hampden 
Paris Qn*^j sight, Macedonia v tteund: 

. Group nine, Ukraine v Northern trelanil 
Apr ft Coca-Cola Cup. final. Wambtey . 

Apr 12: Tenrsnts Scottish Cup. eemf-finate. 
Apr ia:FACup, sarWnate. 

Apr 20: Auto Wrndaaaens SHeki. ■ (Inal. 
. c Weri*lay.' f • • 

. AprSft Worid ttopguatflyteg. European iona, 
-group tvra, Eryjteow v Georgia, Wartaigy; 

- - v Sttoteid: group 

... ■ghtHamarta v Ireland. groqj-r*«.-' 
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John Hopkins on 
the history behin d 
the course hostin g 
golfs premier event 


I n September the'-eyes :of 
golfers will turn towards 
southwest Spain,' to ' 
Valderrama, one of two golf 
courses on the Sotogrande 
estate a few miles east of the; 
Rock of Gibraltar. ’• 

The course is wefl known.- 
Sbtogrande is the home of. 
many expatriates and has the 
first golf course in Europe to 
be designed by Robert Trent 
Jones. In addition,' 
Valderrama has.'hosted,.the 
Volvo Masters for the past 
eight years; It will be : under- 
scrutiny in eight mxjnths’.tkoe 

because it is staging the Ryder - 

Cup. - 

The story of Vakhaxanra 
began more than 30 years agp 
when Alfredo Mehan criss¬ 
crossed southern Spain an a. 
motorbike searching for land . 
near an airport with enough 
space for its own landing strip, 
and water supply. 

Melian’s search was being' 
conducted on behalf of Colonel 
Joseph McMicking, an Ameri¬ 
can of Scottish descent who 
had lived in die Philippines 
where his grandfather built 
the municipal system and, 
later, McMicking himself 
would build a satellite riiy. 

McMicking liked to say: “I 
am Scotch — with lots of’ ■ 
water.'’ After starting an dec 1 
trical firm with 27 employee 
and seeing it develop into an 
industrial giant, he began to 
think of building a resort in 
southern Spain. 

At last Melian found what " 
he was looking -for — five 
farms, known as Sotogrande, 
in the middle of a tract of land V 


THE WORLD OF GOLF IN 1997 


Saptambw 26-38:VaMwrama, Spain 


April 10-13: US Masters. Augusta . 

’• Jan* 12-15: USOperi, Congna sf onsi, BoOmsda. Maryland 
July 17-SXto Open Championship, Royal Troon 
Aiigustt^lT^ U& PGA Chan^jioruhk). Winded Foci, New Yoric 
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EUROPEAN TOUR 

Jan 23-26; Johnnie ViaHrv C’^ssic hose island. Queensland, Australia 
Jen 30-Feb 2: HemeVen C-assis ^-.s '.- res B c-rn. Australia 
Feb 0-9: Scirtb Afecan Gs-s-*. _'2*’3r.r.5&£i:r‘5 

Feb 13-16: Dimensor, Data. S-r. Q-ty Scxti Alnoa 

Feb 20-23: Allred Du"hi Seuf" ATcar F2A cnampicriship, Houghton. Johannesburg 
Feb 27-War 2: Dubai Cessl Class-; E-rti'ai&s- Club. Ducai 

Mar 6-9: Moresesn G=e« =azr 

Mar 13-16: Pcrruguese Cp^r. Lstc.-. 

Mar 20-23: Turespana Mask's ’/.assaisnas 

Mar 27-30: Madeira fs-ana Coer 

Apr 3-6: Tc ce amc.r^d 

Apr 17-20: Tc be ar’r.cuncec 

Apr 24-27: Feugect Soaps' Cce" 

May 1-4: Cor.te c'Frsrar.se to .ai Goer. 

May 8-11: Benson anc Hecces .r:e-r.aL=-.si Open. The CCordshire. Thame 

May 15-18: Alamo Eng.isn Cpe-. 

May 23-26: Volvo PSA cnsms a-'sr-s V.'tnt*cThi 

May 25-Jun 1: Deutscha Esr.-. D=en-“C z s Europe 

Jun 5-8: Slaley Ha.; ?.S“-.u—ie''3-'.c Cna'-ence 5W:ley Hail, Hexham 

Jun 12-15: To ce sm-raei 

Jun 19-22: 7c!«'3 Ser-iar Ccan 

Jun25-29: Peugaot F-s-cr Coer ?s-s 

Jul 3-6: Murphy s !r.s-. Ccen C-i. os G.en County Wi=kto.v 

Jut 10-12: Loch Lomor.ov. 2'3 . r .to- :r.ai. Loch LomorP 

Jul 24-27: Sun D -!=n Ose.-s 

Jut 31 -Aug 3: Vc'-o Ssane re via-. Vase's 

Aug 7-10: Crenasc* T*sp.-y Zze:- Ooei 

Aug 14-17: To ae arreu'eas 

Aug 21-24: Smurf! Europea.-. Ops K Z—Z. D-t i :n 

Aug 28-31: BMW l r :e—ais"a' Zzer 

Sept 4-7: Ca-TCns'.-ccear Mas:5?s Z'srs-sjr-Siene. Switzerland 

Sept 11-14: Lanecrre T'CC'y. St ■iS'-.-a-s-sts-Sto. Paris 

Sept 18-21: Cr.e £ One 3*.T5'- r.'zs'e^ 

Oct 2-5: Lino* Se-r-ar '/asts-s 

Oct 9-12: ’ Toycia 'A'c'd Vax h ? ar tr.amp-.cnsmp, '.Venr.-.crn 

Oct 16-19: ■ Alfred D-mro Cue. S\ Andrews 

Oct 23-26: Cki Pra-Arr. 

Oct 3044ov 2: Valve Waste's. Wcrreeasi.'lo. Span 

Nov 6-9: * Sar&zen .Vo,-Id Coer.. Chateau Elan Ailana 

Nov20-23: * World Cup of So-'f. rLav.ah. Isanti. South Carolina 

To be scheduled: Air France Cannes Open. Open '.c.-Gie! Peirier; 

Catalan Open; Austrian Cper, 

* approved special even: 


19 kilometres W , 

airport with a frontage to the 
Mraterraheait arid .4.' water 

aqjpIy — andMcMidc&igand 
some friends purchased- it 
“We bought the land at; 
Sotogrande without having 
seen it, Hke a frig in a poke," 
McMiddng said. “We paid 
$750,000 and Had to pay 
another, one-third in- six 


Joioriths and the rest in a year. 
We took a three-quarters of a 
million dollars gamble but we 
were OK. We finally managed 

■ 

, Soon bulldozers were 
brought in to thin out the cotk 
trees. Trent Jones was recruit¬ 
ed to design a golf course. 
Sofogronde Old. which cost 
$500,000 and was foe first 


course in Europe to have 
automatic sprinklers — 472 of 
them serviced by 100 miles of 
underground cable. 

There was a comfortable 
hotel with guest cottages, and 
tennis, croquet, polo and 
beach chibs, as well as a riding 
dub at one of the original 
farms. Masterminded bv a 
formidable lady, who had 


previously turned the Rin 
Hotel tn Madrid into a world- 
class hotel, the resort quickh 
became established. 

And there Soiosrar.de might 
have stayed had it not been for 
the entry of Jaime Ortiz 
Patino, a grandson of Simon 
Patino, the fabulously wealthy 
Bolivian tin magnate. In l a 75 
another course, known as Las 


.V es. a!so de*:anvo b> Trent 
Jcr.c-. i.pr'itd z: Ste^grande 
on iar.d \c> ihv r.urir, of the Old 
course. 

As the Old e-iursr became 
busier. Pa’Jr.L frard him.-elf 
playing more 2 ci: a: La* Ave? 
and v-rv.'n :ha: came up tor 
sale he rounded ::p some 
frier.d- ar.d they bought ii 
That did no? ia*t iona. 'Jimmy 


likes to chair comminees of 
odd numbers and he thinks 
three i» too many." a friend 
said. In tQfto Patino bought out 
hi> friends and renamed the 
course Valderrama. 

Valderrama has become as 
much of an obsession to Patino 
as Xanadu was to Charles 
Foster Kane. Only Augusta 
National Golf Club in Geor¬ 


gia. siie of the US Masters, 
receives ;i.s much attention as 
Valderrama. There is in¬ 
formed speculation that 
Patino spends several million 
pounds ;>f his own money on 
theccurse annually and if that 
I* inaccurate i: is b'.-musc it is 
too little 

He reassured members que¬ 
rying the expense of a lunne! 
under the driving range by 
saving: "Don't t-orry. This 
may he z runnel bur it's not 
like t':;e Channel Tunnel. 
There is no shortage of money 
here." 

Patiho sold hi*- collection of 


it is suggested 
Patino spends 
several million 
pounds on the 
course annually* 


Impressionist paintings for 
nearly £-?0 million a few years 
ai in. He ralics of having one 
•jolden rule: "l have the gold, S 
malic rule." He has a Ming 
vase :r. the hall of one of his 
houses tv.*.i Ihth century silver 
thrun-.v made for the royal 
palace in Berlin in a bedroom 
and a;.'ier; ’ha! once belonged 
to Catherine Lhe Great on his 
dinner table. 

In his, pursuit oi taccellence 
he has learned as much about 
grass and greens as dnyone in 
Europe. \o other European 
jits on the greens committee of 
the US Goif Association. "It is 
a big challenge to watch grass 
grow in the right way. ! can 
win that ban!?. I cannot hit the 
ball and gel it into the hole but 
l bloody well can get ihe poa 
gross out oi the green." 

' This September we will see 
how well he has succeeded. 


Continued from page 26 

May 3: lira/ day of Natomwte tmgua. 

May 4: IK Living Woman's FA Cup, 6maL 
May 7:defa Cup, final, Sol leg .. 

May 10: Aral day af-FA Cartng.Piaiitaiahlsf 
•• FAiCartstoe Vasa. Boat 

day oTeetfs Saflflsh LBagwt'.-- ~ ;?>- - ! * 
May 11: Nalionwida League dMsHxoi'ptaq- - 
ofts, Bwrt-finala, ftmllogs. 

May'14: Ntftofwikla Laagua c&vtetooa) ptey- 
otte. senv-finetfa. aacond toga-, European . 
Cup Wbnera 1 Cup. Tinal, Rcfflardatn, ■" 
May 17: FA Cup, final Wam&tey. 

May 18: FA Umbro Trophy, final. Waroblay.- 
MUy 21: UataCup, ftiat, second feg. 

May 24: Nauarwlde Lflague third tfivfcflonplay- 
cfls, final. Warn btoy: laments Scottert 
Cup. final 

May 25c NaUanwade baegua second dMston 
pby-afls. final Wetn&ey. 

May 28: Nauonwide Laagua ftraa dMstan ptoy- 
ofls. final. Wemblay. 

May 28: Europaan Cup. Anal.- Olympio' 
Stadium. Munich 

May 31:Worid Cup.quallfy^a. European jdob, 
grouptua, Pabndvengbnd 
June 3: Four-team tournament. France v 
Brazfl, Lyons. - 

June 4: Row-tram toumamart. Italy v 
Engtand, Nartasl 

June 7: Four-team tournament, Franca v 
England, Montpefcr Wodd Cup qu^ty- 
ing, European zone, group eight frefanav 
Uechtonstoln. Dubat ' 

Jih» 8: Four-team tournamsnt, teJy v BrsrB, 
Lyons; WWtd'Cup^quafityfito, European 
zona, group tow, Beaus v ScofencL 
June ID: Fow-tearri .tourtwmanL England v 
Brazil, Lena. 

June 11: Four-team toomarnart, Franc* v 
Italy, Pare dea Prtncss, Paris. 

Aug 9: mart ot FA CarShg Premiership 1997- 
B8; start of Nationwidl League 1997-98. 
Aug 13: European Qup Champions' Leaguo, 
prelmlnaiy round, first legs: UMa Cup 
1 prefimmary lourrct, first legs. 

Aug 20: World CLoquaBtyina European zone, 
group seven, Turtey v Walas; Group elgm; 
Ireland v Uuiuansa: Group nme. fiurtoem - 
Ireland v Germany. 

Aug 271 European CUp Champions - League, 
prellmtnarv round, second lags: Uata Cup 
preBmlnay rowid. second tegs. 

Sept S World Pup quaffing, Ewop ean zone. 

tojr. ScoUartdv Beterus. Harrpden 


Ma rB tL Moroccwi Open. Royal Bat aaSiton. -1 May 


Mar, 43-16C PortuQuaao Open.Anwfia, Usbon. 
W 2tK?3: TuraspaPa Masters. Maspalomas. 



Dutkr; Group rBne._ Portugal v Northern 

Ireland 

Nov 11: WorW Cup qu^hllr'O-EfijrckpeenMne- 

arouptwo. v Ehgtenct Group saw, 
Belgium v Wtetes 


May 17-25: Srtpsh cwsefi' nattonaJ 

champiorish^B, Lfl Blanc, France 
June 7-15: 15m class Brifisft naponal 
championships. Syarston. ... 

June 3&Jufy 12 Work) tirnnpoftthpa, St 
Aubsn, France. 

July 5-13; Open dass British fliattenai 
ohain^onriTipB, ErtStone 
Jdv 2SAua 3: tfim etass British champ- 
^lonshto, fibenhan: C&J& ctos chainp- 
ieflship. Husbands Boawrth- 
Aug 622: European junior champroftthtfa, 
Mustach. Germany. 

Aug 617: Stancted Gass British national. 



•tel 23-2fir Johnnte Waiter Ctes&fc, fto^- 
Wand. Queensland.. 

Jan 30-Fob 2 : .fWnflhan CtasSte. The Vines, 
Perth, AusW&e- ; 

Fab 6« South AMcwi open. GfendOWW 
Country Club, Johannesburg. 

Fab 161ft. Dfriwn^on Ds*. Sun.Cfiy. South 1 ' 
AJrtca • 

Fob 20-23: ABrad DurfiiiH South African PGA 
. t*amdte«Np.-Hr^gh^Joha^^ 

F«» 27-iiar2: DuTOi Desert OasSc, Entotes 
• CUx 


Mar27-30:MadateistendOpari. . 

\jj\JCLTa US MMtBT^ADBijBi^Grjorgla -. 

AprSw^^oittlSppnlBhpbaa: * : * 

b^l^CtermrtFlorencaltBflanOpwL, 
Lbiy 61 V: Benson arid Hedges International 
Open.TheOx t onMIre. - 
MayS-TtrTuttshSeniors Open.Antalya. ’ 
Mi 9 : 16 lK'Alamo Bigtati Open'. * 

May 1618: tosh Sontars Open.® Magerers. 
■jDitjIa. 

May . 2326: Vbtei PGA championship, 
Wentworth. • 

Afcry29June 1: Deutsche Bar* Opan-TPC or 
Ewopa. 

Jura 5ft SUey HM Northumberland Chafl- 
anga. Sh*y Hai. Haptham.. 

June 8ft Jarisay SfinJors Open, La Mdya . 
Jura 1615: US Open, .Congmesioraa, Be- 
•• thesda. MnuytancL 

June 1615: De Vera Santera Classic. Belton 
Woods,. Llncoinshke. 

June 1622: VoNo German Open • - 
Jura 2622: Ryder CoOngtree Seniors C3asslc. 

. ’ Cdffrigtnra Parit • • ; • 

Jura 2629: Peugeot French Open. P&ris. 
June27-29:9radtah Senfars Ctassib,'v(ba ; 
July 65: . Lawrence Battey Santoro. 
Huddasftafcl 

iriy 68: Mwph/s Irish Open, Druids Gtea Co 

WtaMow. 

Jiriy 1612: Lodi Lomond World bwtistionaL 
JUy 11-13: Sartor Garman Open, tdateln 

Frankfurt 1 

July. 1614: Open charrpionsrtp, find quaSty- 
tng, GlaraowGMas, trwne, KDiriarnott, 
Western Gafles. • 

July 17-20: Open cftamptonshlp, Royal Troon. 
Jiiy 24-27: Sun Dutch Open; Senior Bnfish 
<^»n, Rcya/ FtertnxBh. 

July 31-Aug 3: Vohto Scandfriarten Mastaro. 
Aug 1-3: Wentworth Senior Masters, EcSn- 
txigh Course, .Wentworth.- 
Aug 6ft Btffleh sartors Championship. Sher¬ 
wood Forest rad Cttmoor. 

Aug 7-1Q: Chemapol Trophy Czech Open. 

Aug 610: Credit Srtsse Seniors Open, End 
Ragaz, SMtxBrtand. 

Aug. 11-15: Brtiah ' bapi d i ai np te ahlp.' 

Samon. . .. • 

Aug 14-17. US PGA Championahip, Winged . 

Foot, Nterrwbnek. Naw York.: 

Aug 21-24: Smueftt EUopaan Open, The X 
CIA DubBn. ' • 

Aim22-25: BeUgr PGASanters Championahlp, 
The Betty. Siflton CokflWd. 

Aug 28ftt: BMW Iniamteibnal Opea 
Sept 4-7: Conan European Mastero. Orara- 
sur-Sterre, Swfesriand. 

Sept 67: Scottish Sartors Open. NewmBCher. 
Ahardeen. 

Sept .11-14: Laocdnia Tittphy. SMWmvto- 
Breteche. Pats. 

S^Jtl62t:0ns20nflBttsft.Masfere 
Said 1621: Czech Sartors Open. Marians!® 
Lazne. Grech flapdOe. 

Sept 26-28: Ryder Cup, V&Uanama, Spain. 
Oa 2ft Unde German Masters. 

CW 612: Toyota Wodd Mason Ptay chariip- 
kKKhip. Wentworth. 

Oct 1616 : AHred DurM Cup, SI Andrews. 

Oct 17-18: Ptoyw ChamiAjndiSx The 
Buddrighamshire, Denham. 

OdttG&Od P»/m. - 
0cT36Nw Z Volvo Masters. Montecastfflo, 
Jerez. Spain. 

Nov .&ft Barazen World Open, Cheaesu Ban, 
Marta. 

Hot 2M2 WWW Cup o( Go«. Ktewah latand, 
south Garofna. 

Wbnwn ■-. 

J«n 61Z LPGA' Cn^-fV T,c,, *.t M '' 
n»nentofcriampr«ts. FtettaroleraBte. 
Jan 17-19! LPGA' Hsafthsoulh inaugurti 
toumarrent, Oriando. 

Feb 6® LPGA Palm Beach national pro-am, 
WbstPahiBflacft.Fterida 

Feb' 1616: LPGA Ito P&SLS?™'* 
charrotenshlp, Glandate, canton#. 

Fob 2622: LPGA Cup Mood* HswaBan 

bdwdpe^Kspotei 

Mar 16ift LPGA WNch'sK^cte K dwfi>- 
teftship, Tucson. . : 

Mar KK23: LPGA Standard Register Ping, 
Phoenix. ' . . . _ . _ 

Mar 27-30: LPGA N*bbo Onaft Shore. 


May 611 : LPGA Sara Lee Classic. Cte 
HJctory. Tennessee. 

May 1618; Tour Ptayore* Classic. The 
ivtatnton, M acctes fe id; McOonaWs 
LPGA CTiampcnship, WDrrnngton. Deia- 
ware. . 

May 22-25: Czech Republic Open, Praha 

1 Kartdejn, Prague; LPGA Coming Classic, 

Coming. New Ycrk. 

May 29-June 1: Pofch Open, Amber Baltic, 
fitiodzyzdroje; LPGA Heartland Ctasefc, St 
Loiia, Mssoui. 

.' Jura S-ft LPGA Cfidsmobfle Classic. East 
Unring, Mtehtgan. 

Jura Sft FordftirnafOl Dantoh Open, Vejte. 

Jura 12-15: Deaeae 6Mss Open. Lausaira. 

June 161ft Edina RraRy LPGA Classic. 

. Maple Grove, Wmesota. 

June 1621: Evten Masters. Eviarv Franca 

June 1922: LPGA Rochester Memadonai, 
Ptetord. NewYortt 

Juw 2829: Hennesey Cup. Cotegna 

June 27-29. ShopRIta LPGA Classic. Somers 
Point, New Jersey. 

July 6ft Austrian Open, va* LPGA Jamie 
For Kroger Ctaasic, Sytvania. Ohio. 

July 1613: US Women's Open, Pumpkin 
Rage, .Oregon. 

Jrty 17-20; LPGA JAL Bg Appte Oassic, New 

. Rochele. New York. 

July 2427: German Open, Treudetootg, 
Hamburg. 

July2527: Giant Eagle LPGA Classic. Warren, 

OWD. 

Jrty 31-Aug 3: Du Mainer ClassJc, Gten 
Abbey. Tororeo. 

Aug 7-10: McDonald's WPGA chameton a rtp 
Ot Europe, Glaneaqtes; LPGA Rtendys 


Aug 14-17: Wee&bbt Women's Brtesh Open. 
Sunrtr^date, 

Aug 21-24: Compaq Open. Oeterakers. 
Stockholm 

Aug 2224: - Star Bank LPGA Classic. 
Beewarcreek. Ohaa 

Aug 2631: Marks and Spencer European 

Open, vtba. 

Aug 368ept 1: Stare Fam Ran Classic, 
ftsrtngSrtd, rtflnote. 

Sept 4-7: Ranch Open. Paris 
Sept 67: Safeway LPGA eftampnnsnip. 
ptalbnd. Oregon. 

Sept 11-14: EngBsh Open, vtba: LPGA Saleco 
Oraste. Kant, Washington. 

Sept 1821: Guardian Irish Open, vtba: LPGA 
Ping Welch’s championship. Canton. 


Sept 2628: Turkish Open. Antalya; LPGA 
Bekfcrest Cannon Oassic. Chariottfi. 
North Cerolna. 

Oct 65: Women’s World Match Play champ¬ 
ionship, vtba; LPGA CoreSiates Betsy 
King Ctassic, Kutztown. PennsyNarta. 

Oct 612; SartBuno world championship, vtbe. 
; Oct242ft Air Frawe Open de DeauvPte. 
Ctot3l-Nov ft Nldteral international, Japan. 
Nov7-ft Toray Japan Queens’ Cup. Japan. 
Nov 2623: ITT LPGA Tour championship. Las 


Dae 4-7: LPGA X Penney Classic, Tarpon 
Spring, Florida. 

Dee 1614: Diners Qub matches, vtbe. 

Dee 2621: Wendy’s three-tour chafenge, 
- Henderson. Nevada 

Amateur 

Jan 612: PrraUart’s Putter, Rye 

Apr 2627: Heton Hotin women's torenamenL 
Royal Troon. 

May 64: Lyiham^Trophy. RoysiLyttwn and St 
Ames: Berkshire Trophy, The Batetwe. 

May 1611: England v Spate. La Manga. 

May 161ft Brsbseon Trophy. Saunton 

May 162ft Welsh wortwn'9 Champtonship, 
Northop. 

May 2624: EngSah women's ctiampcnsKp, 
Sauton. Irish women’s champonst^p, 
Erttisaone; Scottish women's champ- 
jonshp. West Kitxlde. 

May 242ft St Andrews Links Trophy. St 
Andrews. 

May 2629: Lagonda Trophy. Gog Magog. 

Jura 2-7: British champtonshto, Royal St 
George’s and Royal Onqua rtate. 

Jura 1614: British woman's championship, 
Cruder) Bay. 

thaw2629: European men's team champion- 
srtps, Forimamock. 

July 26-2T. VBgHano Trophy, Hrtmstad, 

Sws(lon« 

July 26Aug ft Engfish chan^terertp. Roiral 
Liverpool; Scottish charrtptensfip, Cam- 


Apr 6ft IVrfVB Bridges LPGA Classic. 
Urwfin- Cdfcrrfa: 

Apr 172 ft Myrtte Beech . LPGA Cfesfcc. 
^Munefleirti South Carofina 

Aor2627: LPGA Chtek-aJH A eftirtty Champ- 
^ [OTShip. Stockbridge. Getxtfa • 

May;i-4; LP« SpiWTOg|*® char¥> 
; toreNp-Deytona Brach. Rakto 

htav61l: Estnril Opart. 


vhiy 26Aug Z wash champiomhip. PyteS 

Kenfig. 

Aug 6ft Britkoh g«a' champfanshte Royal 
Mortroee. 

Aug British seniors championships. 

Sherwood Forest and Coahoor. 

Aug 61Q: Wafa* Cup, Quaker Rags. New 
York. . . 

Aug 615: Irish champianshfr, Westport. 


Aug 12-14: Girts' home internationals. Royal 
Montrose 

Aug 1617: Bnbsh *Ad-Amaieui champ- 
iorrahp, Preslwck 

Aug 2622: British women’s strokepiay. Silloth- 
on-Sohiey. 

Aug 21-23: Internat i o na l European champ- 
tenshipk Geneva 

Sept 1612: Men’s home internationals. 
Burnham and Borrow 

Women’s home tniematianeis. Lahmch 

Sept 30-Oct ft Senior British women's 
champtenohip. FnHord Heath. 


Mar 14-16: InJemaooneJ toumamem. Cottbus, 
Germany. 

Mar IS: BUSA Champnnstnps, Ltfeshafl. 

Mar 23-23: Grand pro. Pans; Brash rhythms 
rtiamptenships, Btetchley 

Apr 1620: EWieh vromen’s team 
championships. 

Apr 2627: European rhythmic masters. Pars 

May 4: British rhythmic team championships. 
Burton-on-Trent 

May 611: British women’s senior and inner 
championships, GufcJlwcL 

May 2630: World sports aerobics champion- 
ships, Penh, Austria. 

Jura 7: Welsh Open, CanM. 

June 24-30: European sports acrobatics 
championships, Germany. 

Sept 1-7: World championships, Lausanne. 

Sept 1621; Work) sports acrobatics 
champronships, Manchester 

Oct 22-25; World rhythmic championships. 
Baffin. 

Nov 8-6. British men’s charopionshjps. 
LBeefieii 


May 17-25: World champronstiips., pf efjrnnar, 
rounds. 

May 27-June 1; World champion&hips. plf,- 
ofl matches 

May 31: World championships, semi-finals 
Jim 1: World Championships, final 


Jan 17-18: European rciions indoor cup 
lievtfi, Francs 

Jan 24-28: Women’s Eurtroean Under-21 
nations cup. Cesks Budevtce. Czech 
Repubfic. 

Feb T. Indoor dub champoftstips finals 
Ctystal Palace 

(liar 4-15: World Clip qualifying raumamert. 
Kuala Lumper 

Mar 162ft Gotten Jiftdee tournament. 
Karachi. 

Mar 21-23: Women's Under-IB and Und«-i6 
home countries tournaments.. Dublin 

Mar 28-31: European Cup-Winnors’ Cup. A 
dviston, Reading. 

Apr IS: HA Cup semifinals. 

May 11: HA Inals day, Milton Keynes. 

May 1613: European dub chumptort-hips, A 
{flwelon, The Hague: B dnnsion. Arruccora 
testy. 

Aug 1*12: England women's Wcrtd Cup 
qualifying toumamenL Zfrnbahwa 

Sept 17-28: under-21 Y/Wia Cup, Mtion 
Keynes. 

Oct 619: Champions Trtphv. Adelaide 

Oct 16-25: Women’s Under-21 world Cup. 
Songnam. Korea 

Nov 1623: Women’s five naions toumameni 
Kuala Lumpur 


Feb 4: international match. Great Britan •: 

Japan. Bteckbum 
Mar 1-2: SuperteeQue ptay-ohs 
Mar 6ft Superteague ptay-ote 
Mar 1618: Superteague playoHs. 

Mar 22: SuperleagjB seprv-flnals, Manchester 
Mar 29: Superirague final Manchester. 

r'L . I- .- '-' i - - -■ r - - 1 

Jan 64: British short track championships. 
GvSdXrd 

Jan 161ft Europaan speed championships. 
Hawmssen, HoMand. 

Jan 1619: European Short track champion- 
st^B, Malmo. Sweden. 

Jan 162ft European figure cnampionswps. 
Paris. 

Fab 1-ft World sprint championships. H&mar, 

Norway. 

Feb 161ft Wbrid speed championships, 
Nagano. Japan 


Feb 26M» 2. r.;= i-s-z .-S', l 

figure ir.^rso'i ■=■+: 

Ontario | 

Mar 1623. nVflrc; t.js? ;r*j 
Lausanne 

Ate 25-30: VVjrJd s'-ir ’>;■:• ; ->j 

Na 33 .no j 

JUDO 1 

Feb 1: Bulsstiar. A « ;* 

Feb 7-9: Pars A i j.Te.'r.i- 
Feb 22-23: G-i-nri.- 4 ■ow-.sn**-.' V.-r- 
Mar 1-2: Hungana- - S-Cscet: 

Mar 8-9: Pra^-.-e 4 ~ ^•na-.sr*. 

Met 15-16: Fo.isr. t- i- - .Vei.a.-. 

Mar 22-23: .»ahan i Pi-v. 

Apr 5h& - f.u.T.ar-.«.- i -<i' 

ceroosch 

Apr 5: '?±r. c-s. 

May8-ii:e..'CMen z"3rrzor£ m -Si 
Oct 612: '.Vand c 13.-3 f.sr.t: - a-- 
Oct 1619: £jrxtar> -.-ir.p.y 

rtorr.-? 

Nov 13-)6: =L’CC4J r . y- : r a.T' -s 

Sto-enie. 

Dec 6. S.vJs A 'Ijtw szi 4 

KORF3ALL j 

Jan 4-5: Europe*- c..C 
Earceiina 

Jan 31-Feb i: Unaer-Ji Ac---'- 

dCrTro. Htf-ano 
Feb 23-Mar ft ErtMi' 

ShipJ. ■J.rtC 1 ", -c la" 3 
Mar ft Nairtrs 1 1^3--= p-a -;-s 
Mer 69: SUL a znz~z c -.5“- p: 1 :inm:nar. 

Mer 16: Mfflcr.s: !**Co« c'i.-cr.; 

Mar 22: t4asiC"4H lesg-i 1 r-i'i h .a, 

Apr 12: Under -23 . l: - i ’ i ps : 

Apr 19: 5eri« wrs«:-:2 
Crystal Pj:s:e 

July 2627; 5 t>Us“ «/*. cr 2 -r• 

‘ EdjriLjji.-'- 

LACROSSE j 

Feb 2 and 9: Za-v 7e'ti m at’ ~orz 
finals 

Feb 8-9: Wsmen’s :-e- s- ro.i.ror.-, 
ships. Hen Vt, z:r'~ 

Feb 22-23 i 

Champion;!-.p: sr>7ce 

Mar 1 : Wsmer’i :? -?".4 K"jS 

Mar 7-9-. /.emj's '/ int j 

loumarr^m, Ear.Ci.r: < 

Mar 22-23: iVw: :-^:5 a-c :>N9« 

tournar'ii: j 

Apr 0: D*!, 7e-eprw-h D :sr. jr. 1 

Apr 26May 5: ■; .. :•. “\,z /; . 

May 25. tioqaP > Z jp 1 

Jrty 21-27: L^r.’s ar .3 - s Eucraa-i | 

Dec 6 '.Vomer c ;Cm-iss amp.ir.wes 

LUGE 1 

Jan 1619: »’.or.a Cus -5 ' rn.ri& 

Jan 22-25: WpcZlz .’.'ww: Serrorm, 
Feb 4-6. «Vo.r! 'jit F 

Un iM Sties 

MOTORCYCUNG H 

Jan 12: tisiiors 5 c zy-vzu- 
Sutton Pal- 5.trrr:^:fi 
Apr 13: Mali/tsn Jt* r : 5 ■ 

Apr £0; Japar.«.«:- C.-l-c ~v> 

May 4. Sp.i r sn G -ar.z .'ft: 

May 13: iiafiaf! ~~ Liuji’to 
June 1 ; AaP'ian <5ran; ' ZN!*cC 

June 15. Fren;h G.’a-.3 F;.%. Cpfis: 

June 28: Cuter; Sranc Ptv i-in 
Jrty 6: imcla j>arc c- . : t.;.& 

July 29: Gimvin -3 TST.Z ^ - hl^Tcrr.;. 

Aug 3: :o K cc^rn -iz C-xess. At jsr,tire ct 

Brarnlai S'2tC 

Aug 17: Bnfi£“. G-a"P ®*u Dorirglin Par 
Aug 31: Grech Grans F-.- =mp 
Sept 14; Caviic-ia 3-arc = -' SciciWia 
Sept 28: (ripr.esii -1 Gis r « Fro. Seniui 
Ota 1ft Australia? - - Grand s-i- = ^>-a.p 'shk: 

MOTOR RAC!NG 

Mar 9: Ausl'atiar. ofi'-d Fro, Lie 00 ^ 175 . 

Mar 30: Erawiar. OtanC ?ti». In'eiiapPS. Saz 

Pau> 0 . 

Mar 31: fiifusr. to«-.nrvj car CbsmpiOPship. 
Dsnjigion 

Apr 13; Argeniure Grand 3 n--. Suaxis A'lts 


Apt 20. Er.ttr. '.ys.ng >:&r namc«nsrtp. 
Sit.v-fto'S 

Aor 27. Sr - i.lirir.c Granc Pry. irroii 
F.4ay S: St.nsn :?ji mp car cheTOC« 0 Wftip 
Trj j>lgr 

Mey *. 1 : !.tcnu: ^ ■3»aw Am. Mane Car ic. 
May 18: En’ith ton.'tmg ca: ihamprjri'r.ip. 
6 a-os Hottrn 

May 25: Spamsn Grand Fn* E aceiona 
May £ 6 : Brtish v-jnnp ;-r charrj:ior.sr.>p. 
CultO’l P-'tlr 

June 14-15: Le Mils 2-t-tvo-j: race 
Jura -.5. Canac-a.'i Grand Pro. l.lovres: 
3nusn icunra par shamc..onship 
C'T.r.iny.'r Part' 

June 29: Fiencr* Grand Prt-. Mc-cny-'^ours 
Sccrsh ’•xi ,•'«7 eac z^vnpioiKtta.'Oon 
July 13; BritiS!-- G:a r id Piu. S.tjerstora 
July 27: Geirndn Grand Pro rloc» ^r.h^t.-n 
Aug 2- Britith tsu.ro cat cnamp.onsn.;., 
fir>;;:rr^' 

Aug :0: r-ljnnar jr. Giaro Fr> Budapest 
=vuh • ;.L-rT a ca: cf.amp'onii-.ip. 
Snc-»i-or. 

Aug 54. BeiCifr, Grand Pi:-. Spa- 
F' ar.c 0 rcr. 3 T.p 1 

Aug 55 1 5:’-i£h car charrpiorshio 

7r.'i/«*or, 

Sept ?■ '-iviti'i Gtaric: Fn*. Monza. Bntrsh 
rounne car cnempisnshp. Bra -tds Hacn 
Sc-pt 21: Auttna'* Graro Fro Zcitvveg Ent in 
rojnr .7 car cnr-inpicmriio. Sii.'erstcn? 
Sept 2 EL Lurarr^ixig Giand Pur, 
t:uit>wrgn.'-c. Gcir-jrf,- 
Oct 12 . jopanes? Grand Pro. Sucuia 
Cm 26: P&rt-jgues-: Grand Fro. Esicrii 
!Jo. 2 1 RAC -'ctfron ’Gar Pur London 10 
B'icMor, 

MOTOR RALLYING 

Jan 18-23: .Monte ‘laiij rally. Monaco 
ret 7*10: intetnatiar.ji Swedishrai:-, fiatHii.d 
M&; 2-5’ >?<rt.a Saljn rally r,'a«obr 
Mar iS-lfitVi'A- n a fi Ran, ot Walee 
War 22-27: F.sH.- ot FonugNL ua For 

Apr "i 3 - 16 : Ran. at Spain. Ltcret ce Ite 
Apr 25-27: r.ra Hi inienvJicnal Rail,- 
May 4-8: Ra't-, o - Franc*. Aiarcro. Corumi 
M ay 20-24 Aptly ot Argerdina. CordoC *2 
June 67. Sconith iraerna'ional -Rail; 

June 61 O: Aacr-Ms Frail/ Athens 
Aug 1-3. Sv na Line Ulstei Rally 
Aug 1-5 - Petr. 01 ::*// 2eaiard. .AocViand 
Aug 2655. t OCO La-es PUsSy J//as*-/ia. 

rr.-ilc -vZ 

Sept 11-13: Man- international Ran-/ 

Sept 17-21: Fi'ty cl itidcrs-sia. Medan 
Oct 11-15 Rwno raft, noli 
On 36Nov 3: Pa#/ cl AuSO/ma Pern 
No, 21-24: RAC Pally Grta: BnKvn. Cfteuer 

NETBALL ] 

Jan 55: ir.nwnatnjnat match, -/rates. •- Erhard. 
Ga:c>'l 

Feb V Kcro-itista! march England v Ireland 
fitai ’■•2 F^riA Unae»-5i i-xmtarncr.t. Malta 
Mar 6: Manonal jchC-tite final Eu’aer 
Mar 22' .n.«n-:Honat irwth fJori*i-:-m lr>ilar<l 
Errgiahd 

Apt 26. Irf.’tpr.cJ chairpid-asn-ps 
Apr 26May 16: England tout o‘ South Afrrc« 
Juty 66 l.’otiocal p.inior thompgr.snips 

ORIENTEERING 

reb 23: Snush night chrji iprorrehips. £&;t 
Ancits 

Apr 27: ar.tiSrt Ciifimp*/nshups 
July 1613 - J'/pfio i::nioi champtcmshicc. 
Belgium 

Auq 11-16' V.'jrto charr,piorship5 Grimsiad. 
'nyr.va- 

Nov 16 . British schccut ct’.tmpionchiC'*: 

PENTATHLON 

reb 22-23: EniiaP modern telraiftWi 
cr^mpi'jnsri'ps 6acUieH 
Apr 1630: British modem ytcram} youth 
pcntirnK-n championship&. Easl Gfirv 
stoao 

May 1611: British moderh tnathlon chairipJori- 
fiupn;. Milton Keynes 

July 5-6: Bniii-h mrXtem pemnihlori champion- 

ihipc MMon KtriTier;. 

Nov 2: Bnfi-Jh schcois traimon shampiCin- 

crups. Cheslyn Hay 

Nov 29-30: Bnjieh modem biathlon champioiv 
fhicc vibe 


POLO 


May 9-25: Pnnce ol Wales Trophy. Rcryal 
Sew-shiia 


May 13-June i: Rc-.ei ’.’/.ncsipr Cup. Guards 
May 20-June, 1 : ■/.'arwcictrir. Cup. 
Ci'«.*.:e=er 

May 24-26:‘.VaxriMCjp Aszoi 
June 3-2 Doilfir Cjp Co.vdra Pad. 

June 623- jceen’i Cup. Guard! 

June '5: U-*i.«s.r, match Colord v Cam- 
rnege. ~ar?&>Jg* 

June 17-Juty 8: Sdiatco Moore toumamenL 
F j,a: Beifishire 

June 20: routvo Er,eland mtemaiionaJ. John 
Cc-.vdrj/ rropr.y' Orarceo 1 * 

June 21 -2f: P)ir.ce of Wales Cup. Beaulort 
July 2-20. veu.e Cficguol GcW O*. British 
ot-th Cor-drcy Pari’ 

July 27 Can>:i iMernaiiinal Day Guards. 

POWERBOAT?NG 

Offshore 

Urvted Kingdom OHshwe 
Boating Assctjation 
May 4: tpithead Trpp»v Gsopon 
June 8: Dolphin Gr Gosper 
June 29: Cteiitmpec CP 
Juty 13: Eastpouint GP 
Aug 2-3: c alrr.ou'h GP 
Sep7 21: Eouriemoutr. GP 

Inland circuit 

UIM Formula One 

championship 

May 4: .1D3 

May iff: Belgrade 

May 25: DLfl&u|vaos. Hungary 

June 3: Si Per-irs&afg 

June 22: Chile". 

July 13: Corfu 
July 20- GalfipcJi 
Aug 3. CamO/or* 

Sept 2B Vre'r.am 
Del 19: China 
No\' 28 1 -.'ta 
Dec ift Aav Dhab- 

RACING 

Jar. n; /tc’or Chandler Cl.doe. tusoi The 
Laoorciie Lwp 5 rdetov .11 
Jan 19: AlG E'«npe (neh Dhinipon HuiJia. 
Leof*rdsro-’.ri 

Feb 2. Hennesey Cognu e G:*’,' Cup. 
Lecp-"JO‘.i o.vh 

Feb B: 7:-ra S>o«i Trophy f !*.vojry 

Feb 22: Aa%r.g - o J Ctruce, hempron 

Mar ii- Snvjriit Chanpron Hurdle-. 

Mar 12 Qi^-en Mother Champion Chj.'.-:, 
Cheltenham 

Mar 13: Tr.tt Cheitfenr-im Gold Cup 
CheffW.sm 

Mar 22: Toie bn«ln. Dcnci.st.ri 
friar 39: D'jU-j rVU Cup. llaO A) £Wfil 
Mar 3i:JameiOn’nsiNanonai Fair.ipjuM 
Apr 5. f/a^C Grand fhltcnsl. Ajv.t— 

Apt 15. CellGwyn Stains, fie-.-.-rrailei 
Apr J6 ilGf. Spal- E mop*™ Fn-.- 

Handicap rfcwr.vthe: 

Apr 17' Cia.sn SiaJuiS, fJewmarict-t 
Apr 18: Diwii Duly Free Fred Darturj Siaits. 
Nc/.tiur,- 

Apr 19. Sttf*. Casinc« Scottish ttofiona A,t 
Tr^ilirprint Grecrmam Sjfies. fjeor.ury 
Apr £2-24: Puricriestov.Ti Fgsit/al 
Apr 25: SantJoain MiH. Sandorm 
Apr 25: /.'hitbitaa Gow Cup. S3rrci:.*r, 

May 3: Pencmps 2 .OC 1 O Gwieis. IfcamaKt: 

KtnluJ-, Ltf&v. Chirr mi Do/.ra 
May 4" P«ivmp«. l '>'<1 Guineas. IteA-mare: 
May 5: Cntpfci Vase Cfiesitr 
May 7: T«s Chester Cup. ChtstM 
Mffv 11 : rrerch 2 OOC> Guineas (PouS o’E tsa; 
u£S Pouiarisi. Lrjjjsrtiinr'. Frarch 1.00& 
Guifftiu frO'jic d Essai des. Fouhchesi. 
Lcng.^-arr.p 

May 14; Homswnap D^rce- Stakw. <st ; - 
rjlay 17- Prealress Stal-es. Pimticc- 
judemonK- L'Xi-te.ge Stakes 
May 24: Atrte Cootmore Inch 1,'JOCi *3um%as. 
Tw Curragh 

May 2£. Lexus Ireland u&ri 2.000 Guintas Ttv? 
Cunagh 

Jufla 1: French Derby iPn.- du Jod-ey Club'. 
Ghantiir, 

June G: -odalone Oafis. Epsom. 

June 7: Vocla-’ons Derb,-, Epsom. Vodatuot 
Co icnaion Cup. Epsom, Betmcrr Stakes. 
Betrr«;«-(i Path. Hen Yor}. 

June 17: Si Janwa’s Paisa Stales. Riyai 
ASCOI 

June 18 ; Coronaucvi Stages. Royal Aicsl 
June 19: Gold Cup. Rc^al Ascot 
June 20: King s Stand Sttir - «. P 0 . 1 i Ascot 
June 28: asite Bronn aw fyort*vjmbeT- 

land Pate, Nwca-sti* 

Continued on page 28 
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Continued from page 27 

June 29: Budvwrser Irish Deiby. The Curragh 
July 5; Coral Ejcfipw. Sandown 
July B: Princess of Wales S Slakes. 
Newmarket 

Juty 3: TNT international Aviation July Stages. 
Newmarket 

July 10: Dartsy July Cup. Newmarket 
July 13: Wdarxjan Insh Oaks. The Curracjb 
July 26: King George VI and Queen Elizabeth 
Diamond States. Ascot 
July 28-Aug 2: Galway Festival 
July 29: William Ffti Cup Handicap, 
Goodwood. 

July 30: Susse* Stakes Goodwood 
July 31: Schweppes Golden Mile. Goodwood. 
Aug 1: Jockey Club of Kenya Mofecomd 
Slakes. Goodwood 

Aug 2 : Vodac Stewards' Cup. Goodwraod 
Aug 10: Heine 5? Slakes. L«*Mn±siown 
Aug 19: Juddmonte international States. York 
Aug 20: Toie Etrci Handicap, lork. 

Aug 21: Nuntfurpe Sfak.es. York 
Aug 23: Triple print Celebration Mile. 
Goodwood 

Sept 6 : Sprint Cup. Hayttock 
Sept 7: Movglare Stud Stakes. The Cunagh. 
Sept 10: Tote-Porttand Hanoi cap. Doncaster 
Sept 11 : Easi Coast Doncaster Cup. 
Doncaster 

Sept 12: Laurant-Pemer Champagne Stakes. 
Doncaster 

Sept 13: Penempa St Lager. Doncaster 
Sept 20 : Ladproke Ayt Gold Cup Ayr. 
BonusPnnt Mil Reel Slakes. Newbury. 
Irish Si Leger. The Curagti 
Sept 27: Queen Etcabetfi«. Stakes Ascot 
Sept 28: Ffflies' Mile. Ascot. 

Sept 30: Shadwell Stud Oavelay Park Stakes. 
Newmarket 

Oct 2 Middle Park States. Newmarket. 

Oct 4: Toie Cambridgeshire, Newmarket 
OCJ 5: Prtk de I Arc de Tnompfte. Longchamp 
Oct 17: Dewhursi Slakes. Newmarket 
Oct 18: Dubai Champion Slakes. Tote 
CesarewttCh. Newmarket 
Oct 25; Racing Post Trophy, Doncaster 
Nov 4: Melbourne Cl®. Remington 
Nov 8 : Breeders' Cup. Hollywood Park. 

Nov 15: Murphy's Gold Cup. Cheltenham 
Nov 23: Japan Cup. Tokyo 
Not 29: Henrwssy Cognac GoM Cup. 
Newbury. 

Doc 13: Tripleprim Gold Cup. Cheltenham. 
Dec 2a king George VI Chase. Kempron 
Dec 27: Cotal Welsh National. Chepstow 


BACKETS 


Jan 25-26: Pralessionri singles champ¬ 
ionship, Tonbndge. 

Jan 30-Feb 9: Open singles championship. 
Queen 's Club 

Feb 10-15: Combined Services champ- 
unship Queen's Club. 

Feb 15-23: Amatetr doubles champunstnp, 
Queen's Club 

Feb 25: University match. Oxford v Cam¬ 
bridge. Queen 's Club. 

Mar 16: National League final. Winchester 

Mar 19-24: Public Schools doubles champ¬ 
ionship, Queen's Club. 

Apr 4-i3: Open dairies, championship. 
Queen's dub 


REAL TENNIS 


Jan 10-14; Professional doubles champ¬ 
ionship. Quoen's Club 
Fab 6-9; Seacourt Sflvw Racquet 
Feb 10-15: Combined Services champ- 
ionstep, Queen's Club 

Fab 28-Mar 1: University match. Oxford v 
Cambridge. Manchester. 

Mar 8-16: Ama/eu- angles championship. 
Hclyport. 

Apr 23-Z7: Women's British Open singles 
chawpnmhip. Seacourt 
May 2-5: Amateur doubles champwnshtp, 
Moreton Morrell 

May 5-11: Professional angles championship. 
Hciiyport. 




BOWING; 


Mar 8 : Women's head at the river. Tideway. 

Mar 19: Schools head oi the nver. Tideway. 

Mar 22: Head of the River race. Tideway. 

Mar 23: Women's University boat race. CMord 
v Cambridge. Hanley. 

Mar 29; University boai race, Oxford v 
Cambridge. Tideway. 

Apr 5: Vesta scuftere' head of the nver. 
Tideway 

May 23-25: National schools regatta, 
Nottingham 

May 3f-June 1: World Cup regalia. Munich. 

June 21-22: Henley women's tegana: World 
Cup lagana. Pars 

July 2 - 6 : Hentey Royal Regalia 

July 11-13: World Cup regatta. Lucerne 

July 18-20: National champ® ns hips, 

Nofingham. 

July 19-20: r-lahcns cup ukJw- 23 champion- 
shfos. Milan. 

July 26: Home irjtemalional. Holme 
pieneponL 

Aug 1-3: Coupe de fa Jeunesss. Holme 
Fieri eporn 

Aug 6-10: Junior world championships. 
Ha^swfnkei 

Sept 1-7: World championships. Aiguebeietle 

Oct 4: Thames world scuRmg challenge 

Oct II: Pairs head ot the nver. Tideway. 

Nov 7-9: Masters regalia. Adelaide. 

Nw 8 : Fours head ot the over. Tideway 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Jan 31-Feb 2: World nines. Townsvifle. 
Australia 

Mar 1 : Australasian Super League season 
begres 

Mar Z First and second division seasons start 
Mar 11: Umveisiry maleh. O/tord v 
Cambridge 

Mar 14. Slones European SuperLaague 
season begins 

Mar 22: Firsi Silk Cui Chafenge Cup sem- 
ftnai 

Mar 29: Second Silk Cut Challenge Cup s«m- 
finaJ 

Apr 12 : Tn-series (I4ew Zealand. New South 
Wales. Queensland) begins. 

Apr 25 Australia v New Zealand. Sydney 
May 3:24k Cut Challenge Cup final. Wembley 
June 6 - 22 : First senes ot murid duO 
championship 

July i3-Aug 3: Second senes ot world dub 
champtonship. 

July 27: First and second division premiership 
begins.. 

Sept 7: Siones premiership begins 
Oct 4; Wcdd dub championsJho semi-tlnais. 
Oct 11 : World dub Championship final 
Oct 17: New Zealand v Australia, Auckland. 
Nov 1 : Great Brian v Australia, \rtbc 
Not a Great Britain v Australia, vox 
Nov 15: Greal Britain v Auairaka. vtbe. 


RUGBYUNION 


Jan 1: Emergmq Wales v United Slates. 
Cardiri 

Jan 4: ineland v Italy. Dubte' Hempen Cup 
sem-Bnal. Leicester v Toulouse: Neath v 
United States. Scoftand Under-18 v Wales 
Under-18, Myreside 
Jan 4-5; Pints dal Esie sevens 
Jan 5; Hanexan Cup cerm-final, Brine v 
Carditl 

Jon 7: Pontypridd v United Slates. 

Jan 11: Wales v Untied States, Carditl 
Jan 17; Ireland A v France A. Donrtybraak, 
Scotland A v Wafas A Myresrdo, Scotland 
Undar-21 v Wales Unoer-SI. vtbe. Ireland 
Under-2i v Frarca UWb-21. vibe. 

Jan IB: ketend v France, Dublin, Scotland v 
Wales. Edinburgh; World Cup quafifiar.Sn 
Lanka v Singapore, vtbe; CIS courtly 
championship quarter-finals 
Jan 19: ScrtUsh Cup third round. 


Lions no longer big game in Africa 


David Hands, rugby correspondent, looks 
at the chances of an endangered species 
seeking success in a hostile environment 


BOB THOMAS 


and the opportunity to do so for a 
third rime will surely remain 
unparalleled. Bearing in mind that 
he was also a key playing member 
of the 1974 Lions, who made their 
invincible way through South Afri¬ 
ca under the leadership of Willie 
John McBride, McGeechan’s value 
to a threatened species needs no 
embellishment. 

That the Lions are threatened is 
no secret. The prolonged spat over 
television rights last year that 
threatened the continuation of the 
five nations' championship in its 
present form demonstrated the 
potential for division that exists in 
the increasingly nationalistic 
world of rugby. Ironically it is the 
southern-hemisphere countries 
who may ensure the continuation 
of tours, partly because of the 
Lions' strong history and partly as 
variation to the diet of tri-nations 
(South Africa, New Zealand and 
Australia) fere. 

Yet the southern-hemisphere na¬ 
tions have ample reason for re¬ 
garding the British as second-class 
rugby citizens. Playing standards 
have yet to advance sufficiently to 
catch up with the strong provincial 
teams that exists in the south and 
the muddled approach to profes¬ 
sionalism. notably in England, has 
earned few plaudits from down 
under. 

Thus the dice are stacked against 
the Lions in the country where even 
New Zealand have found success 
so elusive. Markgraaff, you imag¬ 
ine, perceives the Lions as a tasty 
hors d'oeuvre before the tri-nations 
series, the only doubt in his mind 
being the potential for injuries to 
his own players in the demanding 
Super 12 series in April and May. 

Just to ensure that the Lions have 
been well and truly softened up 
before die first of the three interna¬ 
tionals, in Cape Town in June 21, 
the programme gives them three 
matches in succession against the 
most successful provinces in the 
country; on June 7 they play the 
Townsend; potential leader famous Blue Bulls of Northern 


W hen Andre Markgraaff, 
the South Africa orach, 
left Great Britain last 
month at die conclusion of his 
team's tour to Argentina, France 
and Wales, there was a grim smile 
on his fece. 1996 had been a hell of 
a year, it seemed to say, but 1997 
was going to be different. 

Markgraaff believes that the 
team that he developed during that 
tour will Stan bearing fruit when 
the British Isles arrive in May for 
their first tour to South Africa since 
Bill Beaumont's 1980 team prom¬ 
ised much, yer fell by the wayside 
to a 3-1 series defeat 
The gap in the long-running 
series, of course, was created by the 
existence in South Africa of the 
apartheid regime, which was top¬ 
pled only in 1992 The Lions were 
due to visit in 1986 but, diplomati¬ 
cally. no formal invitation to tour 
was ever forthcoming from the late 
Danie Craven, then president of 
the South African Rugby Board. 
Australia filled tire Lions' void in 
19S9 and their fast tour — again 
ultimately unsuccessful — was the 
2-1 series defeat to New Zealand in 
1993. 

The common thread running 
from 1989, through 1993 and so to 
this year is lan McGeechan. His 
appointment as coach for a second 
time in New Zealand was unique 




Beaumont was the last British Isles captain in South Africa, when his team lost the series 3-1 


Transvaal in Pretoria, four days 
later they meet Transvaal in Johan¬ 
nesburg and on June M they meet 
Natal, the victors overTransvaal in 
the Currie Cup final last year, in 
Durban. 

Just to round off a hectic fort¬ 
night. the intervening match before 
the internationals begin is against 
the Emerging Springboks, whose 
likely quality can be judged by the 
calibre of players who toured 
Britain with South Africa A during 
the past two months. It will 
therefore be of primary importance 
that McGeechan's midweek team 


performs as effectively as their 
counterparts of 1974 — as distinct 
from (hose of 1993 in New Zealand, 
who fell apart. 

The pre-Christmas internation¬ 
als have confirmed certain obvious 
candidates for the Lions party. 
Robert Howley, the Wales scrum 
half who enjoyed such a good game 
against South Africa last month, 
will surely be first choice in his 
position, with Gregor Townsend, 
of Scotland, as his likely partner. 
Since Townsend is also the Scot¬ 
land captain, he must be a candi¬ 
date for that role, though his 


him in a job that demands an 
ability, to cut’ across national 
divisions., 

Ayear ago RobWainwright, the 

Scotland flanker, looked an odds- 
on prospect as captain, but he has 
not played this season and may 
struggle to make the tour party.. 
Phil de Glanville, of England, 
possesses die necessary maturity 
but* again, is by no means a cast- 
iron certainty, to be a first-choice 
Lions centre and that above all, is 
the prime requisite for the tour 
leader. 


Seat 29-Oct 4: Sparirassen woman's cup. 
F9ete*3fas&, Germany, Chinese women's 
Open, Paring 
Oct 4-5: Fed Cup finaL 
Oct 6-12: ATP championship, Vienna end 
Singapore; Porsche women 's grand pm. 
Rkteretadt. 

Oct 13-19: European women's indoor 
champtonsteps. Zurich. 

Oct 20-26: ATP Tour. Stuttgart Beil women's 
challenge, Quebec City: Seat women's 
Open. Unoambnurg 

Oct 27-Nov 2 ATP Tour. Paris: Kremfin 
women's cup, Moscow. 

Nov 3-ft Amertech women's cup. Chicago 
Nov 1 <M® ATP Tow wofM.championships. 
Hanover Advanta women’s champon- 
sttps. PttedeMka 

NOT 11-16: Guardian Direct national 
championships. Telford 
NOT 17-23: ATP .Tour wortd daAtes 
championships; WTA Tour champion¬ 
ships. New York: Votw women's open. 
Pattaya City. Thailand 
Not 28-30: Davis CUp final. 


Mar 9: trunman New Zealand. Auckland. 

Mar 18;-European wMar triathlon cup final, 
Mets-Baty. 

Apr 13: bunman AustraSa. Forcter/Tunainy. 

May 17-18; European duathton. Gtogow. 

Poland. 

May 24: Irenman Lanzarote. 

June 1: Wortd long-distance Iriattton 
ritamptonshipe. Nice, Wortd loig-tfc- 
tencs duaJMcn charTiptonshlps. Zoingen, 
Swtaerland. „ 

June 14: Windsor triathlon # 

June 22: British triathlon championships, 
EBesmereu 

June as (rormari Japan, Late BML 
July 5-0: European triathlon championshipa. 

Vuokatfi, HnisneL 

July 13: ScaTOorough triathlon: fronman 
Europe. Roth, Germany. 

July 19: British mtidfcK&iance triathlon 
championships, fionbridge - 
July 28: European dub championships, 

Madine. France: Pambrateshire Coast 
triathlon, Mfltord Haven 
Aug 2-3: European Jong-rflstaro triathlon 
championships, Denmark. 

Aug 3: Ironman Switzerland, Zurich. 

Aug 10: British learn relay championships. 

Holme PtaneponL 

Aug 17: International triathlon grand prtx series 
event, Portsmouth. 

Aug 24: British duathton championships, 

Swindon; booman Canada, flenflann. 

Aug 30: International biathlon grand pnx, 

Portrush. 

Sept & Home International duatftlon and 
. Scottish duathton cha m ptor a hlpe. Dum- 
fries. 

Sept 7: Bournemouth triathlon. 

Sept 13-14: World duathton championships. 

Quamca. Spain. 

Sept 28: London trtathloh. 

Oct 4; mtemationel triathlon grand prtx, 

HorMbJu 

Oct lit. Ironman.triathlon wortd champion- J| 
ships, Kona, Hewea. “ 

Oct 12: European duethlonoup final, Calais 
Oct 23: European trifdNon cup final. AJarrya, 

— Turkey. 

Nov 16: World triathlon diampfanslfipa, Perth. 

Austntta. 


Feb 1548: EngRsh VoQeybafl Association 
Student Cup finals, Leeds. 

Apr 5-6: En^sh Cup ftiafe, Sheffield. 

Apr 13: Royal Bar* Soottish Op finals. 


May 10-11: EVA County Cgp finafa, Liverpool 
May.l& 'Cay. or Glasgow European. Cfcib 
tournament 

June ‘14: Scottish Open; Perth. 


Jan 25: Hetnekan Cup final: Pilkmgton Cup 
sixth round. Swaiee Cup fifth round 
Jan 26: England women v Scottand women. 
Blackheaih 

Jan 28: Scotland dewkipmeni XV v Otago. 
Surfing 

Jan 31: England A v Scotland A. Sloop 
Memorial Ground. England A v Otago. 
Bristol: Wales A v Ireland A Pontypridd; 
England Under-21 v Scotland Undar- 21 . 
Hafteqwrs 

Feb 1 : England v Scotland. Twickenham; 
Wales v Ireland. Cardiff, World Cup 
qualifier, Singapore v Thailand, vtbe 
Feb 8 : World Cup quaSMr. Papua New Guinea 
v Tahiti, vtbe 

Feb 9: Ireland woman v England women, vtbe. 
Feb 14: Ireland A v England A. Donnybrooh. 
France A v Wales A vibe, Ireland Under- 
21 V England Under-21, Greystonss. 
French Students v Welsh Students, vtbe 
Feb 15: Ireland v England. Dublin. France v 
Wales. Pans: World Cup qjalrfler, Thailand 
v Sri Lanka, vtticr, French Scnoois v Webtr 
Schools, vtbe 

Feb 20: World Cup qualifier, Tahiti v Cook 
islands, vtbe 

Feb 22: Pifkmgton Cup quarter-hnais. Swalec 
Cup swth round; Italy Juniors v Welsh 
Youth, vtoc 

Feb 23: England women v France women. 
Northampton 

Feb 28: England A v Ranee A Leicester 
Scotland A v Ireland A vtbe: England 
Under-21 v France Under-21. Leicester. 
Scotland Under-21 v Ireland Under- 21 . 
vtbe: England Colts v Italy Junrcrs. 
Bedford. 

Mar 1 : England « Ranee. Twickenham: 
Scotland v Ireland. Edinburgh, World Cup 
qualifier, Yugoslavia v Switzerland, vtbe 
Mar 8 : CIS county champ«nshJp semi-finals: 
Scotland Under-19 v England Cons. 
Strtinq' Walsh Youth v Franoe Youth. 
Narberth 

Mar 9: Wales women v England vromen. 
Llanelli 

Mar 14: Ranee A v Scotland A. Paris: France 
Undar -21 v Sccxiand Under- 21 ; Wtelsh 
Students v English Students, vtbe 
Mar 15: France v Scotland. Pans: Wales v 
England. Carditl. Work) Cup qualifier. 
Luxembourg v Andorra 
Mar 18-31: RRA youth tournament. Buenos 
Aires 

Mar 19: Busa final. Twickenham 
Mar 21-33: World Cup sevens. Hong Kong 
Mar 22 : Swalec Cup quarter-finals: Scottish 
Cup fourth round. England Under-13 v 
France Under-18. Twickenham 
Mar 23: Ranee v Italy. Grenoble. 

Mar 29: Ptikmgion Cup senv-fmals Ireland 
Under-18 v England Under-18. Dublin 
Apr 2 : England Under-18 v Scotland kAidor-ia. 
Preston 

Apr 5: Wales Under-18 v Ireland Under-IB. 
vOk 

Apr 8 : Scottish Cup fifth round 
Apr 12: Swalec Cup sem-finals, Royal Navy v 
Army, Twickenham. England Colls v 
Welsh Youth, OJord: Wafas Under-18 v 
England Under- ie. vtbe. 

Apr 16: Army v RAF, Twickenham 
Apr 19: Wortd Cup quarter, Sweden v 
Luxembouig, vtbe. CIS county champ- 
h 3 nsns> lina. Tywctenham. France Juniors 
v England Colts, vtbe 
Apt 20: Scottish Cup quaner-flrtais 
Apr 23: RAF v Royal Navy. Twickenham 
Apr 2& World Cup quahfisr, Austria v Ukraine. 

vtbe; Swalec Cup final, CajtSfl 
Apr 27: Scottish Cup serre-flnals 
May 3: World Cup qualifiers. WWdcwa v 
Norway, vtbe. Lithuania v Sweden, vtbe. 
Hungary v Aroona. vibe, RFU tnlamtedl- 
ale ana Jurvor cup finals. Twickenham 
May 10 : World Cup quatters. Yugogawa v 
tsrael. vtbe. Latvia v Bulgaria, vtbe, Croatia 
v Mofctova vtbe: Pacific Rim champ- 
tonsfiRp- Canada v United Slates. Vancou¬ 
ver PWongton Cup final. Twickenham. 
Scottish Cup final, Ednburgti: Irish provln- 
oaf cup finals 

May 17: Work! Cup qualifiers. Ukraine v Israel, 
vtbe. Croatia v Latina, vtbe. Pacific Rm 
Cftampronship, Hong Kong v United 
Slates. Hong Kong. Middlesex swans. 
Twickenham 

May 24-. wortd Cup qualifiers. Switzerland v 
Austria, vibe. Norway v B'kgana vibe. 
Pacific Rim chanporsNo. Japan v Urtted 
Sales. Tokyo, Eastern Province invitation 
XV v Brirfc*) Idas. Pon Efizabeib. Sanyo 
Qjp. Twickenham 

May 20: Border v British isles. East London 


May 31: Work! Cup qualifier, Hmgary v 
Lithuania, vtbe. Western Prawnce v British 
lates. Cape Town. French cJUb final. Paris. 
June 4; South-East Transvaal v British Istes. 
Wftbanfc 

June 7: Northern Transvaal v British Isles, 
Pretoria. Pacific Rim champtonshp, Ur*- 
red States v Japan. San Franosco 
June 10: Vicuna v France. Melbourne 
June 11: Transvaal v British Isles. 
Johannesburg 

June 13: ACT v France. Canberra. 

June 14; New Zealand v Fiji. Albany. Natal v 
Brtftsb Wes. Durban: Pacific Rim chHtnp- 
lonstyp, United Stares v Hong Kong. San 
Francesco. 

June 17: Emerging Springboks v British isles. 
Wefington; Queensland v France. 
Brisbane 

June 21: South Africa v British isles, Cape 
Town; Austrafia v Franoe. 5ydray. New 
Zealand v Argentina, Wellington. 

June 24: Free State v British istes. Bloem¬ 
fontein. AusiraBan XV v France. 
. Newcastle 

June 28: South Africa v British isles. Durban. 
Ausirafiav France. Brisbane. New Zealand 
v Argentina. Hamilton: Pacific Rim champ- 
enshp. United Slates v Canada. San 
FranosoQ. 

July 1: Northern Free State v Bnfrsh Isles. 
Wetkom 

Jlity 5: South Atnca v British Isles. 
JohanestxHp; New Zealand v Australia, 
Christchurch 

July 8 : Western Australia v England. Perth 
July 12: Australia v England. Sydney 
July 19: Sourn Africa v New Zealand. Pretoria. 
Jtey 2& Australia v New Zealand, Melbourne 
Aug 2 Australia v South Africa. Brisbane 
Aug 9: New Zealand v South Atnca. Auckland 
Aug IS: New Zealand v Australia. Dunadn 
Aug 23: South Africa v Austtala, 
Johannesburg 

NovJDtKx New Zealand to tour Engtand/- 
Wates. South Africa to tour France. 
Australia lo lour ArgentinaEngtand 
Nov 29: England v South Africa. Twickenham 
Dec 6 : Scotland v South Africa Edinburgh 
Dec 9: Oxford v Cantmdge. Twickenham. 


tSAlUNG 


Feb 16-23 .5000 Work! Cup. Lake Garda. Italy 
Mar 10-21: Enterprise world championships,. 
Goa, India 

Mar 22-28: J22 world champcorships. Cape 
Town. 

Mar 31-Apr 4: National youth championships. 
PwlhaB 

May 12-17: Royal Lyirongion Cup 
May 21-S& Spa Olympic 
Medembligk. Holland 
May 24-June 8 : FlraoaH world champmnshfps. 
Weymouth. 

May 31: Round the island race. 

June 7-14: World blind cnampranships. 
Weymouth 

June 21 -29: We* Olympic Regalia 
July 3-12: Finn Gold Cup. Gdansk 
July 12-17: Laser Radial youth '.vorld 
champBnships. Mcrocco. 

Jtfiy 18-24: Laser Radial open world 
champwrtsrvps. Morceco 
July 19-25- GP14 world championships. 
Skerrtea YC. Ireland 

July 19-26: Sotng world d-ampionshtps. 
Copenhagen 

July 20-26: Laser Radial ooen and women's 
world champK>nsriips. Morocco 
July 25-31: Flying Fifteen morta champion. 

afvps. Cowes Gortrnfuan 1 C 
July 25-Aug 4: ISAF world youth champton- 
ships. Japan 

July 28-Aug 1 : UK youtti maich racing 
championships. Gratnam Water. 

July 28-Aug 8 : Optimist worid championships, 
Lags. 

July 2SWUKI 14; Champagne Mumm Ad- 
rmrafsarp 

July 30-Aug 4: 420 -world championships. 
Rhode Island. 

July 31-Aug 3: Mirror worto champxmnips. 
Ontano 

Aug t: Cadet world championshipa. Torquay 
Aug 2-9: SKandte Lite Cowes Week. 

Aug 3-10: Europe world championships. San 
Francisco 

Aug 9: Fastest race. 

Aug 9-10: ChaDanger rcfflonad champtonsh«P3. 
Bultana wafer. 

Aug 18-22: Laser II world champtonsteps. 
Waasfford. 


Aug 18-22: Tempest world rteampktnshipa. 
Durham. 

Sept 3-13: Star world championships, Marble¬ 
head, United Stales. 

Sept tl-18: Snipe wortd ctemponsfnps, San 
Diego 

Sept 20-21: Women's national champion- 
ships. Grafham Wafer 

Sept 21: Start ot Whitbread Round the Wortd 
Race. Southampton. 

Oct 5-13: Gold Cup match racing. Bermuda. 
Oct 13-19. National match racing champion- 
shrps, Bewf Vaitey 

Nov 7-14: Tornado world championships. 
Bermuda 


sNbomfe 




Jan 10-30: Great Bmam Australian tour 
Fob 7-8: British air rifle championships, 
Aktesiey 

Feb 14-16; British air nfie championships, 
AJdersJey 

Feb 23: British running target championships. 
Aldarsfey. 

Mar 20-23: RAF pistol championships. Bisley 
Mar 29-31: Bisley Easter rtfta meeting. 

Apr 17-20: Army open pistol championships. 
Btetey 

May 3: LMRA schcxas meeting. Brekay. 

May 3-5: EngfiSh smaflbore Championships. 
Bisley. 

May 4-5: NRA team v Europe. Bisley 
May 10-11: NRA33t»n tteanptcnsbips, Beley 
May 24-26: English XX championships. Bisley 
June 14-15: inter-counties rifle meeting. 
Bfetey. 

June 28-Juty 6 : RAF. Royal Navy and Royal 
Mannas championships. Brstey 
July 4-6: Territorial Army championships. 
Btstey 

July 5-6: British CommonweaBh RC meeting. 
Bisley. 

July 7-8: NRA Services meeting, Bfeiey 
July 12-13: NRA Histone Arms meeting. 
Bisley 

July 12-17: NRA Match rifle meeting. Beley. 
July 14-17: NRA Schools meeting. Bisley. 

Juty 17: Ashburton SneW. Bstey 
Juty 18: Cadet national match. Bisisy. 

July 18-26: NRA Imperial meeting. Bistey. NRA 
Target Rifle meeting, Bisley 
Juty 26: Queen's pice final. Bisley. 

Aug 8 -IS: National smaSbora rifle champran- 
shlps. Bisley 

Aug 15-17: Manorial smaflbore petal 
championships. BsJey 
Aug 23-25: Welsh Open. Brstey 
Sept 2 - 4 : Police national rriiampionships. 
Bisley 

Sept 20-21: Combined Servtes pistol meef- 
ing. Bisley 

Sept 27-28: English vni match nfle meeting. 
Bisley 


SKRNCr 


Men 

Jan 5-6: Wortd Cup. Kranjsla Gaia. Slavenw. 
Jan 11 - 12 : Wortd Cup. Chamontot. France 
J an 14: World Cup. Adalboden. Switzerland 
Jan 18-19: World Cup. Wengen. Switzerland 
Jan 22-23: World Cuo Gjwnvsch-Partanklr- 
chan. Germany 

Jan 24-28: Wortd Cup. KuznorvaL Austria 
Jon 2ft World Cup Lux. Switzerland 
Feb 1-2: Wortd Cup. Kvidiei. Norway 
Feb 2-16: WvkS championsnips. Sestriare. 
Italy 

Mar 5: Wcrta Cup, Shigakogen. Japan. 

Mar 12-16: World Cup finds. Vafl, United 
States. 

Woman 

Jan 3-4: World Cup. Manbor. Slovenia 
Jan 11 - 12 : Wortd Cup Bad KlanUrchheim. 
Austria 

Jan 18 - 18 : World Cup. 2» tesef, Germany. 
Jan 24-26: World Cup. Cortina. Haly 
Feb 1-2: Wbrid Cup. Laax. 

Feb 2-16: Wortd dtanporartps. Sestrtae 
Feb 28-Mar 1: Wortd Cup. Nagano, Japan 
Mar 6 -r: World Cup. Mammoth Mountain. 
United Stares. 

Mar 12-16: Wortd Cup finals. VaS. 




Jan 2-5: Uvetpoof Victoria charity chafienga. 
Srmlngh am 


Jan 24-Feb 1: Regal Welsh open, Newport 
Feb 2-9: Benson and Hedges masters, 
Wambiey. 

Feb 13-22; International toumamart, 
Abendaart. 

Feb 23-Mar 2 European open, Valletta. Malta 
Mar 10-16: Thafland open. Banghok- 
Mar 18-23: Benson and Hedges Irish open, 
Gofto, Co Kadare 

Mar 24-26: Embassy work) championships 
final qualifying. Tettord. 

Mar27nApr 5: British open, PtymcUh 
Apr 19-May 5: Embassy world champlon- 



Juty 27: Intar-contlnental final, Vastarvk. 
Sweden 

Aug 3: Wortd |un|gr final. Mseno, Czech 
Republic. 

Aug 8 : Bnttsh grand prtx, vtba 
Sept 14: World team cup final. PBa, Poland. 
Oct 5: Grand prtx chaflange, Wiener NaustadL 
Austria 






Jan 2-6: Commercial Union British Junior open 
chantoforahips. Sheffield. 

Jan 21-27: British national championships, 
vtbe. 

Mar 19: National schools championships firtaf, 
vtbe. 

Mar 22-30: European rumor championships, 
HBtarta 

Mar 26-Apr 6 : Leekos British Open champtao 
sfflps, CardMf 

Apr 19: National League EnaL" 

Apr 23-26: European team championships. 
Odense, Denmark. 

May 4-11: World doubles championships. 
Hong Kong. 

May 10-11: Fnnce national dub finals, vtbe. 

May 19-31: Wortd masters. Johannesburg. 

Juty 28-Aug 9: World |unfor women's 
champunsteps. Rio de Janeiro 

Aug 7-17: World Games. Lahti. Ftrtand. 

Aug 28-30: European dub championships, 
Usbon. 

Sept 24-27: European champion of cham¬ 
pions tournament, Athens. 

Oct 13-18: Women's world open champtorv- 
steps, Sydney. 

Not 3-8: Perrier men's worio open champion- 
snips, Kuala Lumpur 

Not 9-1S: Perrier men's wortd team chanpknv 
steps. Kuala Lumpur. 

Dec l-K Mahindra intemaBona! avert. 
Bantoay. 


1 


EBP 


Jan 4-5: fina World Cup event. Hong Kong. 
Jan 8-9; Ftna World Cup event. PeMrig 
Jan 22-23: Fina Wortd Cup event, Espoo. 
Finland 

Jan 25-26; FJna World Cup event. Mate*. 
Sweden. 

Jan 28-29: nna wand Cup event. Glasgow 
Feb 1 -2 Pm World Cup evura. GeteenkJrchen. 
Germany. 

Feb 4-5: Ftna World Cup evert, Imperia, liaty. 
Feb 8* Fina WtrW Cup evert. Parte 
Feb 28-Mar 1: Qub team championships, 
Stockport 

Apr 10-13: European trials. Shaffield. 

Apr 13-18: Worid short course champion- 
steps. Gothenburg. 

May24-25. Monte Carlo meeting. 

May 27-29: Barcelona megttng 
May 30-June i; Caret meeting. 

June 14: Open water 5km Champtonsteps. 
RudyardLake. 

June 28 : Open water 25ton ettarrylonships. 
Holme Ptenepart 

Juty 4-7: Czech Open ohamponshtp, Prague. 
Juty 17-20: Narioral champtonshipfl. Crystal. 
Pa l ace. 

Juty 31-Awq 3: European Junior chBmpfon- 

shtpa. Sasgow. ■ 

Aug 4-9: rkafmr ege-group Chumpransteps. 

Coventry. 

Aug 13-24: European diampionahtpa. ScMfo, 
Not 1-2: National synchronised swimming 
champtarahrps, Leicester 
Oec 1M4: Maiionrt winter champfonahtps. 
Swffield. 

Dec 13-18: Syncai ro nts w l swimming World 
Cup. v*ba. 



Jan 7-12: Englsh senior opan. 

Jan 17-19: European nations cup, Germany. 
Mar 14-18: National championshipa, Brighton. 
Apr 24-May 5: Wortd championships, 
Manchester. 

May 10: Yasaka grand pite, vtbe. 

July 1-7: European veteran championships, 


Juty 14-24: European youth championshipe, 
SKwaHa. 


Jan 1-4: Hopman Cup. Perth, AuStrala. - 
Jan 6-12: Maw South Wales Open, Sydney, 
Jan 13-28: Ford Austrafian Open, Metocwne. 
Feb 3-9: Austrian women's Open. Linz. 

Feb 7-9: Davfe Cup worid group first round. 
Feb 10-16: French woman’s Open, Parts. 

Feb 17-23: ATP championship, Artwen> end 
Memphis; Faber women's grand prtx. 


Fab 24-Mar a ATP championship, Mean and 
Philadelphia. • 

Mar 1 -2: Fad Cup worid group rounds. 

Mar 3-16: State Farm Evert Q*j (Women), 
Indian Wefe 

Mar 10-18: ATP Tour. Indian Weds. 

Mar 17-30: Lteton Champtori 3 rtps, Kay 
Btecayne, Florida. 

Mar 31-Apr 6 : Farnlty Circle Megashe Cup 
fyvomen), HQton Head Island. 

Apr 4-6: Oavte Cup worid &aup second round; 
Davta Cup Euro/African ama, group one. 
Great Britain v Ukraine or Zimbdawe, Vtbe. 

Apr 7-1 a- Bausch 3 Lamb women's 
championships. Amelia island, United 
Strtes 

Apr 14-20: AT? championship, Tokyo and. 
Barcelona; Japan women’s Open, Tokyo. 

Apr 21-27: Monte Carlo Opan; Budapest 
women's Open. Danamon women's 
Open. Jakarta. 

Apr 28-May 3: Rexona women's Cup, 
Hamburg; Croatian women's Open. Bof. 

May 5-11: Gorman Open, Hamburg; listen 
women's Open, Roma. 

May 12-18: Bafian Open, ftome; German 
woman's Open, Berlin; Rover woman's 
ctiwmptaTsfaps. Cardiff. 

May 1 &- 2 S: ATP Tour worid team ehemptan- 
sNps-Spaesh women's Open, Madrid; 
SrsKtoourg women's tntamationaL 

May 21-24: Women's wortd doubles, cup, 

. Edinbugh. 

May 26-Juno 8 : French Open, Roland Garros. 
Paris 

June 9-15: Stela Artois championshipa. 
Queen's Club; DFS women's Classic, 
Birmingham. 

June 18-21: Nottingham Open: VWHnson 
woman's champlomNps. Roarratert, 
Holland. 

June 17-21: Direct Una Insurance women's 
championships, Eastbourne. 

June 23-Juty 8 : The All England Champton- 
shtae. Viraitoledon. 


July 5-13: Brteic* Chaienger.- 

Juty 12-13: Fed Cup eemi-flnate. 

Juty 14-20: ATP .championship. Stuttgart and 
Washington; Czech women's Open, Kar¬ 
lovy Vary; Women's.. international. 
Paferma 

July 21-26: LTA county oup, various venues. 

Juty 21-27: Bonk of tile West women'seiassie, 
Stanford, CaUorria: w amour women’s 
cup. 

July 28-Aug 3: ATP Tour, Mortreaf. Toartba 
women s ctessfo. San Diego; Maria 
Lankonttz Open. Austria. 

Aug 4-10: ATP Touri -Ctndmall,- Acura 
women's daasic, Los Angeles. 

Aug 11-17: ATP chtvnptensbfrv fridbnepofis 
and New Havarc .uu Mauler'women's 
Open, Toronto; United States woman’s 
hadcourt dhampWnshlpB, Atlanta. . . 

Aug 25-Sspt^ 7: Untied States Opart Hushfog 
Maodow, New York. 

Sept 6-13: NEC world ^juth eup . . 

Sept 6-14: BounenwjftiJntanStariafppan: 

Sept 15-21: Nicrtral Iri te tT na lor Ml woman's 
championshlpG, Tolqro. 

Sept 19-21: Davte Cup ssniWinote Davte Cup 
wortd groop qoaHying round. - 

Sept 22-28: WWrotefrwaman'a bUsmalfanaL 

Sept 23-28: Compaq Grand' Sion Cup; 
Munich, 


Mar 21 - 22 : Home- nations tounamert, 
ShetffleW. 

Mar 2881: Homenatiorw tournament. frUSeld 
.. SchooL.... 

May. 17: Championship finafe Wtabafl. 

May S3-2& Four nations tournament. 

Glasgow. AT 

Aug 13-24: European championships, Savffle “ 


Juty 19-20: National chemptanships, vtbe. 
Juty.24^7: European champtonshlpa, 
Greece. 

Aug 2-3: National youth championships, vtbe. 
Aug 16-17: National senior champtonsteps. 
- vtbe. 

Aug 30-31: British masters, vtbe. 

Sapt 20-21: Wbrid chemptonahfpa, Colombia. 


Feb Ifrl 8 : British peweiflftirigcheiivianshlps, 
Brmtogham. 

May 7-tl: European pavrerflftingchampion- 
" ships, armtogham. 

May 12-1B: I 
steps. 0 

Mot 20 - 3 l: Worfd juntar men and women s 
welgMtfling champianahlps. Cape Town. 

June 22-29: Ebropaan junior mm end wnfor 
woman's . weightHting championshipe. 
* Sovtto- 

July 5: British welghtWting champienships, 
- Bristol. . 

Dec 5-14:. Worid welghaffling championships, 
Changmai, Thailand. 


Mar 2831: National racing chanysonaWps, 
first round, Meradoa 

Apr 12-13: National racing, cfompfooshtps. 
second rounds KayfingWid . 

Apr 26-27: National racing champtonsteps, 
thhd round, Pevensey 

May 3 - 5 ; National boardadfing champ¬ 
ionships 

May 10 - 11 : National racing 
fourth round. Gold Knapp, i 

May 24r2& National raring chaiftonships, 
tilth iwmd. Have * ■ 

June 2829: National-racing champtansttps. 
sixth round. Cflrrvlno. 

Aug 9 - 10 : National raefog cfwriptaettps. 
seventh round. Teassiao, 

Aug 23-2& National Taring champtonsteps. 
eighth round, ABonby. 

Sept 6 -T. National boardsdBng <*amp- 
tonsWps. 

Sept '13-14:; Youth and masters national 
champtonsteps, Weymouth.. 

Sept 20 - 21 : National racing danjofonsMps,. 
tenth round, Clacton. 

Oct 17-18: NrtkvKV raring chtfrpfcnattps. 
fina! round, Foote 

Oct 25-26: Mancf nMtonri ^otedsafing 
champiDrateps. Gratham Water. . 


Apr 4^: Freestyle Work] Cup. Denver. 

Apr 1ft. Soatttsh Opan .frae^tyto champfoo- 
steps, vbu to be announced. 

May 7-4 0: European treastyte champ tons hips. 


h 


’■ % 


iv- 



* 


c. 


May .22-25: European-^ Graco-Roman 
chanplorBtepa. KouvWa, FWsnd. 

June 1; British Open fraaatyto champfonshfos, 
. venue to be announced.. 

Juty 53s Chaflenga Cup of Great Britain. 
■ Manchester. 

-JtyB-lftMbmen'frworidlraaayfcctanipfa n - 
riflps, Oermin-Feirand. France. 

Aug 9-19: World juVdrcharnpronstepa. TUrtai, 
' -PWand. > , 

Sapt 10-13: World Grecofloman champton- 
, steps, VShjetaw; Poland.. 
Sopt2ft Eng»8h QpenchamfaonsMps, venue 

to bBonnttjrVBgd. ■ 

Nw 13-145 Greco-Roman WforidCup,Tahran 


Ctompifed by Robert Hands 
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jg jjfl Hopkins looks back at a remarkable year for a golfer whose best is still to come 

uture burning bright for Tiger — the chosen one 


tygen Tygerf burning bright. : 

I f or *sts of the night! 

What immortal hand or eye ' 

Could frame Viyfeaiful ■ •. 

symmetry? 

W illiam TUalfy 

"TL Tocareffburntbrighter 

|\ |:at, such a .tenderage 

I than *■» • of Tiger 
v.. Woods, £tre prodigk>us 
ffilfer. who celebrated' his 21st • 
birthday on Monday and flew 
bpm his million rfkriiar home in 
Ronda to spend it among the 
Wackjack ttfaks-and-'-fiult .in*-''’ 
chines of yegas- Ttaer wanted 

to mak e his birthday an wa^cn 
to remember rather than .just have 
a dinner with his parents or some 
such," a member.^his manage¬ 
ment team said. .“So he went to - 
Vegas with some schoolfifandS. to: 
do some gambling.” 

Though he lias come of age for - 

- little more than 48bours, Woods i 
already finds himself in aposition 
in golf that has not twp matched 
since the emergence of- Jack • 

Nicklaus, at almost the samw a y ' 

35 years ago, and Arnold Palma: 

- before that, indeed; Woods: ha* 
exceeded those two loons .in the 
success that he has had since 
August 27 when, hr a 13-wirii 
statement he confirmed'-that he 
had turned professional: Perhaps V 
one has to go bade to 1930. when 
Bobby Jones, the legendary ama- - 
teur, won the Open'and Amateur ' 
titles of the United States and 1 - 
Great Britain in one diz^ spell, to 
find a golfing phenomenon of 
similar proportions. - • 

Nobody has made sutiia profes- 
sional debut as Woods, who fin-: 
ished among die leading five,-.: 
players in five consecutive touma^ 
ment something diat no'rodde 
had done before him. The fact hr 
that Woods, whose , fitfiterr is'air> 
native American and mother a : 

Thai, has takm die game away ~ 
from being the sole domain ofa« 
middle-class, country duh. pre- 1 . 
dominantly white oBtstitaeocy 1 
and caused it to enter the craw 
sdousness erf ajar wider, audience^. 

than ever bdore. If there was at^ J. . .. 

doubt abort this,- then; consider-■ At21, Woodshastakexi the world of golf by storm and captr 

this: Michael Jordan, die basket- ' . \ 

ball player, declared that Woodsy recent life by naming him as its excluding bonuses, with Nike, the 
. was his bluest hero unearth.spdrtsmah of Ox year. sportswear company. and TWejst, 

Sport in the United Stales isthis, it was ackiKwl- „ the golf ball manufacturer. “Eight 
chronicled -by SpomBLustmtedii edging the; .remarkable interest million dollars a year! That's over 
the authoritative weekly maga- ^ r^uerated ia Woods since he wm three times what Greg Norman 
zme- When Sports TUustmted re- ^ bis flyrd soccessive U$ Amateur, gets." Hughes Norton, Woods's 
queste-a-round tfaei^hisaK^thi^ ^tetes:Golf Assod- manager, fa alleged to have said 

President, be it Bushfbrtl&ttQniit' action tide in all, m tmdrAugusL It', when outlining the terms of die 
gets itlate last maodTstidded fee -. began when he signed contracts Nike deal to his diem. 

: gilt to the gingerbread of Woods'S worth $60 inilliai over five years, There was no lessening of 



AtO, Woods has taken die world of golf by sto rm and captured die imagination of enthusiasts in a way not seen since the emergence of the great NickJaus 


three times what Greg Norman 
gets." Hughes Norton, Woods’s 
manager, is. alleged to have said 
when outlining the terms of die 
Nike deal to his dient. 

There was no lessening of 


interest in Woods when 21 of his 
first 27 rounds as a professional 
were in the 60s. contributing to 
him making die fastest jump into 
the world's top 50 golfers ever. 
Then, just to cap it all. Woods won 
two of his first eight tournaments, 
winning $740,000 (about 
£450,000). Golf, they say, is a 
game of inches. Here was a young 


man roaring ahead in leaps and 

bounds. It was unheard of. 

When the stars threw down their 
spears 

And watered heaven with their 
tears: 

Did he smile his work to see? 

Did he who made the Lamb make 
thee? 


The interest in Tiger has been 
greater than in any client we have 
ever had." Bev Norwood, vice- 
president. golf publishing, at the 
International Management 
Group, said. “He has received 
requests to be on the covers of 
seven non-sports magazines. His 
interview requests have slowed 
down now io about 20 each week. 


All the major television networks 
have requested him. The Bill 
Cosby sitcom show' would write an 
episode around Tiger if he would 
agree lo appear in it ff we had 
wanted to. I could have filled every 
working day since he turned pro 
with interviews with journalists, 
appearances on chat shows and 
situation comedies and the like." 

After fee success that Woods has 
had these past three months. 
Njcklaus’s observation at die US 
Masters Iasi year, to the effect that 
Woods could win more Masters 
than he and Palmer combined, no 
longer sounds exaggerated. 

At times. Woods’s parents say 
things that jar on the ears of 
others, specially other parents. 
"Tiger has Thai, African, Chinese, 
American. Indian and European 
blood."Tida. his mother, said. “He 
can hold everyone together. He is 
the Universal Child." In this 
extravagant claim, she is backed 
up by Buddhist monks in Los 
Angeles and Thailand who. after 


‘If he becomes a 
politician, he 
will be either a 
president or 
a prime minister’ 


reading Tiger's astrological charts, 
said: “Tiger has wondrous powers. 
If he becomes a politician, he will 
be either a president or a prime 
minister. If he enters the military, 
he will be a general." 

In an article in Sports Illustrat¬ 
ed. Earl Woods is quoted as saying 
about his son: "Tiger is the Chosen 
One. Hell have the power to 
impact nations. Not people, na¬ 
tions. The world is just getting a 
caste of his power." 

This would sound frightening, 
were it not for two facts, first, that 
Woods is a phenomenon, as wc 
have seen; secondly, that he carries 
such sentiments with obvious ease. 
“I don’t see any of this as scary or a 
burden." Tiger said in the same 
article. “I have always known 
where I wanted to go in life. I've 
never let anything deter me. This 
is my purpose. It will unfold." 

7 yger! Tygeri burning bright. 

In the forests of the night; 

What immortal hand or eye , 
Dare frame thy fearful 
symmetry? 


to a 


S portTs real life on fast- 
forward I have often 
said this iww I propose . 
to prove it For, in sport 
everyttung is exaggerated, 
ten to absurd levels: strato¬ 
spheric elation .and cata¬ 
clysmic dejection. Triumph 
and disaster dance>hand-!n- 
ftand to the umsic of spoil: 
equanimity is the eternal wall¬ 
flower as the erxfiess gavotte 
of sport continues. 

Real history unwinds at a ; 
leisurely rate in world affairs. 

Even in such allegedly frenet¬ 
ic matters as party politics, the 
march towanT denouement ' 
takes place in dow motion. A . : i 

week may be a. long time ia .’•• . 
politics, but half a second is an 
eternity, to an. athlete - in 
competition. and ; 

In family life, generation- .dome 
succeeds generation ‘in units ■ ever, 
of about 30 years: but in ■ and a 
sport, entire dynasties, grow, descri 
rei gn, snbsideuato decadence. ..'word: 
crash and plummet,- and the , lor re 
entire cyde .takes no ipore nofei 
than a few years. Heroes wake 
come and go fike mayflies. A Tin 
year passes in sport and all is begin 
different a decade mud the ...Liver] 
entire landscape has dranged. dryisi 
So, with a cat-scattering days 
thump, titeessential reference won! 
book for all enthusiasts of the Unite 


SIMON BARNES 


sporting round lands on the' Newcastle- United were bot- 
doormat the Sports 1 _ _• —--—: — 


drugs business. Steve Ovett, 
still a leading athlete; burst 
. . ■• into tears on television. Mike 

Tyson would never be beaten. 
Desert Orchid won the Chel¬ 
tenham Gold Cup and 
Nash wan was. briefly, the 
' horse of tire century. 

The England rugby team 
made the first moves in a 
climb away from the status of 
national joke; and they did 
better than expected in die five 
nations’ championship. All 
fee same; Fiance won die tide 
more or less as a matter of 
routine, and for fee fourth 
- year running. Who could ever 

Midweek View 2™*°* stopping *« T1? Ra8 ~ 

iVHUween. view . by league was a winter game 
^ and Whines won the cham- 
. ■ . .. pionship. 

lay bn which the Snooker was still sexy and 
game changed for- Steve' Davis won the world 
was April 15.1969, championship for the third 
that needs no more year running. Ivan Lendj was 
i titan a single: fee world's No 1 tennis player, 
sborongh. The Tay- though Boris Becker won 
expcxte d tochange . Wunbedon. Steffi Graf, win- 
cas produced in its rung Wimbledon for the sec¬ 
ond time; looked rather 
ar was also the;, promising; Chris Evert retired 
of the end of the wife 157 tournament victories, 
dynasty. The first A decent English tennis play- 
fetch was in those etfNocftance. 
first divisian. was : Meanwhile, Alain Pros! 
■senaL Manchester whiinged his way to the For- 
ished eleventh and rmila One world drivers’ 
United were boK. championship, but everyone 
? _ knew that Ayrton 


and fee day bn which the 
domestic game changed for¬ 
ever. This was April 15.1989, 
and a day that needs no more 
description than a single 
word: Hillsborough. The Tay¬ 
lor report, expected to^change 
nothing, was produced in its 
wake.- ‘ 

The -year was also the 


division, which was In those 
days the first division, was 
wot by Arsenal! Manchester 
United finished eleventh and 


Yearbook I99?* r the......... .. : . # : 

omnisport Wisden. ‘EveTYuimS ffiat WHS 
Thisbook has cxe^- - ‘ . , nQft 

i ed in vanous forms Set III StOlie 111 19o9 

under vanoos spoo- ' - , - , 

sms for n« quite a has crumblea away 

dec^e and,in order ' • • • ■■ — 

forS^thS I turned bade tom. The poU&ally^nofrvatei 
to the first one. *'■ deb^e on identity cards^for ! 

1 ft was published as The- supporters.COTtmiied. Foot < 
Sportspages Almanac I990 t ball was haimted by disaster, 
uiSr fee efetorsHp of Mai- hagridden by vwloice, a i 

■ feew Engdr who now edits; game descending mto ora- | 

-wife some s^e, fee 1 

sptnt Wisden. It teHs of sport’s English cnckct ltow^x 
1 BS9, boletus examine as we . began its summer filled wife 
enter a new year; a gap of the brf^itet optmus m. Most 
eirirt Years. Eight years: a expected considerable success < 
5 .political season, an historical in tire Ashes senes j 

nnnncnL a geofe®^ nano- .Dawd Gwo; but Jt torod * 

'second, a sporting eternity. : out to be the beginning of fee t 

■ Eight years: another coon- downward spiral fate 3 , * 

hyZfewfe^nngsdSffereirt- tonal joke. En^and lost 441 to * 

ly there. Surrey it fee Australia, Gower ^ 

sporting landscape is not just, dinitosd^the^idofitalla^ ^ 

r S^T. virtiiny Jan SSiam was nm picked 
Qnrca&n&ibte. Endless sds- * for fee winter tour, a tosion 
mic IttSeavak hare erected m hejdesaforf as 
esttnt-iaow&m ranges, de- 

' motished-continents, emptied nianwJtttew^eMbeatoBie. 
oceans, flooded entire aaikwis. - 3E>a %. nl ^KJ?^£ 

s • Irf ns teartwah too&alL into Ben Jrfmson and fee 


mic 'upheavals have erected 
entire^mburitain ranges, de- 
emptied. 

oceans, flooded entire rUOroris. 
Let ns start wflh foofeafl. 


Senna, who came 
c second, had an extra 

3 dimension to his 

skills. The year was 
surety just a blip in 
9 . his personal pattern: 

_history was bis for 

the taking. 

Eight'years in sport, and 
not so much a changed as a 
different world. Everything 
that was set in stone in 19S9 
has crumbled: one eternal 
order has succeeded the next 
in the twinkling of an eye. 

Everything feat seems most 

solid, settled and certain in 
sport today will change, and 
change soon, for feat is sport’s 
nature. Henman. Cantona, 
Shearer, Hffl. Dettori. Faldo: 
enjoy it while you tan. for 
sporting lease has all too short 
a date. 

Sport is extreme, crazed, 
■wild, miserable, delightful, 
absurd and gone in a Sash. 
Rather like your own youth. 

•The BBC Radio 5 Sports 
Yearbook 1997, edited by 
Peter Nidiots, published by 
Oddball price £12.99. . 


BOWLS 


New body 
defended 
byCorsie 

By David Rhys Jones 

WITH the world's leading 
lawn and carpet bowlers 
poised to take control of the 
professional side of their 
sport. Richard Ctirsie. the 
chairman of the Professional 
Bowls Association (PBA). was 
keen yesterday to play down 
suggestions that the game 
could fall victim to player 
power. 

The PBa’s new company, 
the World Bowls Tour Limited 
(WBT). which is launched 
today, will look after bowls at 
its highest level, and will 
replace the World Indoor 
Bowls Council (WIBC) as the 
sport's leading organising 
body once the Saga world 
indoor championships are 
over this month. 

“We are not a breakaway 
group," Corsie, who has won 
the world title three times, 
said. “We have consulted with 
the Sport'S governing bodies— 
fee World Bowls Board and 
the WIBC—at every stage. We 
invited them to sit on our 
board — an offer which they 
have so far declined. 

“Our initiative will unify fee 
sport at top level, so that we 
can speak with one voice, and 
make a more professional 
impact with sponsors and 
television companies. It repre¬ 
sents fee most exciting and 
significant development in our 
game since Sir Francis 
Drake’s famous dalliance on 
Plymouth Hoe. Every erne will 
benefit — at every level of the 
sport." 

The WBT has pledged to 
give its "foil support and co¬ 
operation” to the WIBC in fee 
promoting of the 1997 world 
championships at Preston this 
month: and the WIBC in 
.handing over the reins to fee 
players, has, in its turn, prom¬ 
ised “foil support and co¬ 
operation" to the tour for fee 
four remaining events on the 
present BBC contract 

Tire quiet revolution sees 
players taking a leading role 
m fee game without fee trau¬ 
mas seen in other sports. 
Carrie said: "We create! the 
WBT in order , m achieve our 
goals for more television, 
more sponsorship, and more 
events — because we want 
more, opportunities for our 
members as professionals." 




Keene o n chess 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 
This signalling problem occurred in fee 1995 Bermuda Bowl. 
Dealer West Love aJI IMPS 

*95 

VQ9876 

♦ J43 

♦ KQ3 

*AKJBG4 [ S 1 eQ 10 73 

vsa |w \e! 

• A72 
*42 


« | *Q TO 73 

W \E! *«2 

• - + K Q 9 8 8 5 

L_L_j *S 

*2 

VAKJ10 

♦ TO 

♦ A J 109 8 7 6 


w 

N 

• E 

S 

IS 

Pass 

4 S 

5 C 

Pass 

Pass 

5D 

Pass 

5S 

Double 

6 C 

All Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

ict Sbc Chibs doubled, by South 

Lead: Ace of diamonds 


By Raymond Keene 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Reverse hat-trick 

Michael Adams, fee pre-tour¬ 
nament favourite at Hastings, 
has caused a sensation by 
losing his first three games. In 
the third round he went down 
to Eduard Rozentalis in a 
sharp variation of fee Caro- 
Kann. Xie Jun (fee former 
women's world champion, 
from China), the early leader, 
was toppled by Stuart Con¬ 
quest. Hebden and Rozentalis 
now share fee lead on 2b /3. 
White: Eduard Rozentalis 
Black: Michael Adams 
Hastings. December 1996 
Caro-Kano Defence 


40 

Kd3 

Rd6+ 

4i 

Kc3 

KeS 

42 

RC7 

Kt4 

43 

Rc8 

R8xd7 

44 

Nxd7 

Rxd7 

45 

b5 

Kxl3 

46 

b6 

Kxft 

47 

34 

e5 

48 

aa 

e4 

49 

a6 

e3 

SO 

b7 

Blade resigns 


Diagram of final position 


When West (Chris Convery. 
playing for South Africa) 
could not double Five Clubs, 
East (Craig Gower) correctly 
decided to bid on and, to 
ensure the best lead against 
Six Clubs, he bid Five Dia¬ 
monds. On the ace of dia¬ 
monds. Gower played the 
nine. Now Convery was afraid 
feat fee ace of spades would 
not stand up (after all. East 
was quite likely to haw five 
spades .to continue bidding 
over Five Clubs), and so 
continued diamonds. Declarer 
ruffed and, after drawing 
trumps, got his lasing spade 
away on the long hearts. 

There was a lot of discussion 
of East’s correct card. Zia 
Mahmood plays feat, in high- 
level signalling situations, a 
high card encourages and a 
low card discourages. Further¬ 
more, an odd card shows an 
odd number and an even card 
an even number in fee suit So 
he would play the eight from 
East’s diamond holding. All 
very well in theory, but an 
another occasion East's dia¬ 
monds might be KQ953Z 


and now how could he both 
encourage and show his 
length? Anyway, even if West 
knows feat East has an even 
number of diamonds, it might 
be correct for him ro continue 
in case East had only four. 

f think Ronnie Rubin’s sug¬ 
gestion was fee best East can 
see feat a spade is likely to 
stand up as. with seven 
spades. West might have bid 
immediately over Five Clubs. 
Hence East should play fee 
queen of diamonds on fee ace. 
.4s that technically denies fee 
king, it forces West to try 
spades. 

Year end congress 

The Swiss teams at fee year 
end congress was won on a 
split tie by Barnet and Maggie 
Shenkin. Victor Silverstone 
and Gerald Haase: second 
were Akram Zaman. Peter 
Edelman. Malcolm Pryor and 
Tony Eastgate. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in fee Weekend 
section mi Saturday. 


1 

64 C6 

2 

d4 

3 

ecdS 

4 

C4 

S 

Nc3 

6 

NJ3 

7 

cxd5 

8 

Gb3 

9 

d5 

10 

gxJ3 

T1 

Bb5+ 

12 

NxbS 

13 

Nc3 

14 

0*7 

15 

0-0 

16 

Bel 

17 

Bg5 

IB 

8x16 

19 

06 

20 

Qc7 

21 

Re3 

22 

0*8 

23 

Rdl 

?4 

Ne4 

25 

b4 

26 

flc3 

27 

a3 

28 

Nc5 

29 

d7 

30 

Na4 

31 

Rc7 

32 

Nc5 

33 

Ra7 

34 

Ret 

35 

NxaS 

36 

Rxe6+ 

37 

Nc5 

33 

Kfl 

39 

Ke2 


a b c d e t g h 

Short’s triumph 

Nigel Shon, Great Britain’s 
top-ranked grandmaster, has 
won fee powerful Koop 
Tjuchem tournament in Gro¬ 
ningen. Holland, coming 
ahead of a field feat included 
many of the world’s leading 
players. 

Chess information 

The Groningen web site, 
which contains all fee games 
with notes, can be accessed on 
http://www.noord.bART.nl/ 
ssg/groningl-htm. 

Times book 

The Times Winning Moves 2 
contains 240 chess puzzles 
from international grand¬ 
master Raymond Keene’s dai¬ 
ly column in The Times, and is 
available now from book¬ 
shops or from B.T. Batsford 
Ltd (tel: 01376 321276 at £6.99 
phis postage and packing). 

□ Raymond Keene writes 
Monday to Friday in Sport 
and in Weekend on Saturday. 




By Philip Howard 


CHAM PART 

a. A kind of lease 

b. Half of a meadow 

c. Field sketching 

COWAN 

a. A milkmaid 

b. A mountain ash 

c. A waff-builder 


CLASTIC 

a. Inelastic 

b. Tending to tears 

c. Broken rocks 
CONIROSTER 

a. A rabbit census 

b. A bird 

a Cock-crow 

Answers on page 37 


By Raymond Keene 


White to play. This position is 
from the game Lubbers — Ro¬ 
stand. Holland. 1956. White 
can regain his sacrificed ex¬ 
change (rook for minor piece) 
wife 1. Bxe5+. However, he can 
do better. Can you see how? 


Solution on page 37 
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McGeechan dreams of taking Lions to higher plane 

T here have been 11 interna- sufficiently meaningful, but indica- ■ David Hands suggests that players’ performances for their clubs as well as . tongasare seen to be striving i 

tionals involving the home rive of a changing attitude. -■--—; - —:-: : Z “ _ . . ,—~ 7 ^ 7 torthe ideal. . V_ MrT'Jt-chan describes as the eqi 

unions in the preChrist- McGeechan perceives three dis- countries may hold the key tO Selection for the BntlSh Isles touring team ^ere area number of players McOwran ^ moons' games; 
mas period (if you include rinct stages for the leading British — --———-— --- , wno P av 5 00116 tnemseives nu * uz/rrid run finals. 


T here have been II interna¬ 
tionals involving the home 
unions in the pre-Christ¬ 
mas period (if you include 
England's meeting with the New 
Zealand Barbarians in rhat catego¬ 
ry) and it is no great reflection on 
British or Irish rugby that the most 
encouraging of them could be 
perceived as the 37-20 defeat that 
South Africa inflicted upon Wales. 

That, at any rate, is the view of 
Ian McGeechan. who. next sum¬ 
mer. will take the best 35 players 
from these islands to play South 
Africa. McGeechan. the coach for 
the third successive rime to the 
British Isles team, might reason¬ 
ably have hoped to have pencilled 
in half his tour party, but now he 
must look to the five nations' 
championship for more positive 
food for thought. 

However, the Lions selectors will 
be noting club form as well as that 
of the various countries, and that is 
where McGeechan has found most 
of his encouragement at the half¬ 
way point of the British season. The 
open-minded conjunction of play¬ 
ers. coaches and referees has 
offered a potent mixture in the 
English first division, not all of it 


sufficiently meaningful, but indica¬ 
tive of a changing attitude. 

McGeechan perceives three dis¬ 
tinct stages for the leading British 
players: the attitude adopted in 
domestic rugby, the creation of a 
more expansive game by the nat¬ 
ional teams, leading to the highest 
level of all — the Lkms, whom 
McGeechan takes to be one of the 
top three sides in the world, with 
New Zealand and South Africa. 



McGeechan: optimistic 


-Thar is how the Lions are regard¬ 
ed in South Africa." he said, "and 
that is the challenge for us next 
summer. 

"The Lions are bigger overseas 
than any national leant and. for 
that reason, they are more impor¬ 
tant now than they have ever been 
for the tactical development of our 
top players. We keep talking about 
different levels and more competi¬ 
tions here. but. though it may be 
only a small group of players, there 
is still some value in having a Lions 
test at home each season, to 
represent the highest possible level 
British players can aspire to." 

McGeechan leaves no room for 
doubt over the significance with 
which lie regards The Lions concept, 
yet he is enough of a realist to know 
that results on the field have to 
reflect the worth of that concept. In 
1080 his Lions beat Australia 2-1. in 
1993 they lost by the same margin 
to New Zealand: the forthcoming 
series in South Africa, you might 
say, will be the defining one. 


McGeechan. though, has looked 
in vain at the international stage for 
the tactical ambition that win be 
required to beat South Africa. “We 
won’t win there by playing a tight 
game or a short game.” he said. 
"We have to match them in the tight 
areas, but we have to remain as 
flexible as we can, to make them 
work. That's where New Zealand 
adapted so welt last summer they 
didn't beat South Africa in the 
scrums, but that area didn't be¬ 
come an Achilles' heel and that will 
be the key for us. 

The most encouraging feature of 
our pre-Christmas international 
programme was probably Wales’s 
march with South Africa. Although 
technically Wales weren't good 
enough to achieve whar they set out 
to do. they were crying jo create 
positions they could play from. 

“There has been no criticism of 
England in those set-piece areas 
over the past few seasons, but it's 
what happens afterwards.that mat¬ 
ters. at the breakdown, the 


movement of players around the 
breakdown and from it England 
have had difficulty in changing. 
They land to be the most structured 
of sides, but, in South Africa, once 
the set-pieces are right, we will 
want to destructure ihe game and 
produce fluid situations, f hope we 
will see this evolving in the five 
. nations’, see more happening away 
from the set-pieces, quality deci¬ 
sion-making and quality play." 

That is an optimistic outlook, 
given the introverted nature of the 
. five nations’ and the limited experi¬ 
ence of many of titose who will be 
playing in it but McGeechan 
would rather have glorious failure 
than win a restricted series by the 
odd penalty goal. 

That is necessary both for the 
development of his players as all- 
rounders and for the weDbeing of 
the international game. It may be 
anathema to national coaches, but 
the Lions selectors wffl not object to 
the home unions losing games in 
Che Eve nations’ championship, so 


long as thqr are seen to be striving 
for the ideal. 

There are a number of players 
who have done themselves no 
harm by the way they are playing 
at dub level." McGeechan said. 
Though he will not name names at 
this juncrute, he will have been 
heartened by the consistency, 
month by month and year by year, 
of players such as Marlin Johnson, 
the Leicester lock, who has shown 



Johnson: consistent 


that be has the mentality to battle 
through a tour itinerary that 
McGeechan describes as the equiv¬ 
alent of ten five nations’ games and 
three World Cup finals. 

The odd outstanding five nations’ 
appearance will not do. Fbtenriai 
Lions must be able to caH up 
outstanding form on each erf the 
four weekends if they are to be in 
the roll-call by the end of March- 
Some of the pieces seem already to 
be in place: Robert HowJey. of 
Wales, must have booked one of the 
scrum half berths, Gregor 
Townsend, of Scotland, one of those 
at stand-off half, while Keith Wood, 
the Ireland captain, is a 
frontrunner/or ahooking spot 

Gen uin e quality, however, is 
thin, ff England, through weight of 
playing numbers, expect to provide 
the core of the side, they wiU have to 
improve on form so far. The five 
nations' is frequently the making of - 
Scotland, while Ireland, - agamst 
Italy on Saturday, and "Wales, 
against the United States on Janu¬ 
ary 11. have yet more preparation 
before die opening weekend of the 
championship, on January 18. If 
McGeechaiEhas his fingers crossed- 
at this stage,-who could blame him? 


RUGBYLEAGUE 


Lydon ends 
period of 
distinction 
at Wigan 

By Christopher Irvine 


ON THE field, in the dress¬ 
ing-room and, latterly, in the 
office at Central Park, in Ills 
role as football manager at 
Wigan. Joe Lydon was an 
inspirational figure and the 
consummate professional. His 
decision to leave yesterday 
was not easy after an ll-year 
association with the club. 

Lydon’s time at Wigan 
covered the most successful 
period in the club’s history. As 
player, assistant coach and 
manager. Lydon’s input was 
always significant and his 
resignation, tended at the expi- 


rvriru 


accepted reluctantly after 
lengthy discussions with Jack 
Robinson, the Wigan chair¬ 
man. 

"It's been very amicable, 
something we talked about for 
a while," Lydon said. "I just 
needed to take a step away 
from Wigan and from rugby 
league for a few weeks to 
consider my options." 

Interest has been shown by- 
several rugby union clubs in 
Lydon. He helped to coach the 
North division last season. 
His farewell appearance for 
Wigan was at Twickenham 
last May in the second cross¬ 
code match agamst Bath. 
Nonetheless, his future is 
thought to lie in league, possi¬ 
bly at Leeds in succession to 
Hugh McGahan as football 
manager. 

The second challenge match 
at St Helens today — weather 
permitting — will be the first 
Lydon has played no part in 
since he signed for Wigan 
from Widnes. in 1986. and 
became league's first £100.000 


Lydon: significant input 


transfer. He won every domes¬ 
tic honour and made 30 ap¬ 
pearances for Great Britain. 
Speed was his prime asset, 
and accounted for two of the 
best tries seen at Wembley, in 
the I9S4 Challenge Cup final 
for Widnes against Wigan. 

Robinson praised Lydon's 
ambassadorial qualities and 
regretted his departure. The 
football manager’s post set up 
for Lydon will remain un¬ 
filled. “I am proud to have 
played my part as player, 
coach and manager at a dub 
that has gained so much 
success." Lydon said. 

A youthful Wigan side is 
again at half-strength for the 
return fixture at St Helens. 
The Knowsley Road pitch is 
subject to a Further inspection 
at bam. The surface was 
deemed playable yesterday 
and is covered by protective 
sheering. Conditions over¬ 
night will dictate whether the 
match goes ahead. Heavy 
snow yesterday accounted for 
the other matches scheduled 
for today, at Keighley and 
Dewsbury, which have been 
rearranged for Sunday. 

Nigel Wright, who missed 
Wigan’s 32-22 win in the first 
leg, last Thursday, is over his 
flu and is on the substitutes' 
bench. He is the one change to 
Wigan's line-up. Kris Rad- 
lirtski. scorer of three tries in 
the first match, Stephen 
Holgate, Daryl Cardiss and 
Gael Tallec have all recovered 
from minor injuries. 

Bobbie Goulding’s return 
from a back injury gives 
added substance to a strong St 
Helens back line. His partner 
at half back is Paul Anderson, 
normally a forward, whose 
foil debur follows the big 
impact that he made on die 
recent Great Britain Academy 
tour of New Zealand. The 
versatile Andy Northey fills in 
at hooker for'the first rime, as 
Keiron Cunningham is still 
sidelined after a knee 
operation. 

Leeds, who this week com¬ 
pleted their six-strong over¬ 
seas player quota, have 
acquired Rudi Meir. an Aus¬ 
tralian skills coach, who is 
joining them on a six-month 
secondment from Southern 
Cross University. He had a 
short spell at Wigan during 
1995. 
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Philippoussis, of Australia, follows through on his powerful service on his way to a Hopraaft Cup victory over Forget, of France 

TENNIS I ““““ 


SAILING 


El Sawy is next in 
line for Henman 


By Our Sports Staff 


Blyth believes Challenge fleet 
has split into two divisions 

By Edward Gorman, sailing correspondent 


TIM HENMAN, the leading 
British player, must believe 
that fortune is on his side, for 
he has begun his 1997 cam¬ 
paign on a gentle note. Hav¬ 
ing bealen Herbert Wilc- 
schnig. an Austrian qualifier. 
6-3.6-2 in the first round of the 
Qatar Open yesterday, 
Henman now has to meet 
another qualifier. Tamer El 
Sawy. the Egyptian Not. in 
the second round today. 

Henman beat El Sawy 6-7, 
6-2. 6-2 in a dead Davis Cup 
rubber at Wimbledon on 
grass in September and. if he 
repeats that win on the Qatar 
hard courts, he will go 
through to the quarter-finals 
without meeting a player who 
received direct entry into the 
main draw. 

Although El Sawy is 
ranked only No 149 in the 
world, as against Henman's 
No 29, he was good enough to 
beat Jan Siemerink. of Hol¬ 
land. the No 3 seed who is 
No 15 in the world. 6-3,6-7.7-6 
in the first round. 

Earlier. El Sawy had bealen 
Jamie Delgado, of Great Brit¬ 
ain, Henman's great friend 
and former doubles partner. 
4-6, 6-3. 6-2 in (he final 
qualifying round. 

Michael Stich. the former 


Wimbledon champioa play¬ 
ing his first match since he 
was beaten by Henman in the 
first round of the Grand Slam 
Cup in Munich last month, 
lost to Sergi Bruguera, of 
Spain. 6-3. 6-1 yesterday and 
described the defeat as the 
worst match he had played in 
a decade. 

Thomas Muster, of Austria, 
the No I seed, reached the 
second round with a 7-5. 64 
win over Heman Gumy, of 
Argentina, and Petr Korda, of 
the Czech Republic the de¬ 
fending champion, had a 6-1, 
6-2 victory over Stephane 
Simian, of France. 

Mark Philippoussis un¬ 
leashed 37 aces as he complet¬ 
ed successive singles and 
doubles victories yesterday to 
lift Australia to a 2-1 win over 
France, the No 4 seeds, in the 
Hopman Cup mixed teams' 
championship at the Burs- 
wood Dome in Perth. 

Philippoussis defeated 
Guy Forget 7-6. 6-2 in the 
men's singles and then com¬ 
bined with the veteran, Nicole 
Bradtke, to win a tense mixed 
doubles 7-6,7-6 against Forget 
and Mary Pierce. France had 
earlier taken the lead when 
Pierce beat Bradtke 7-6. 6-1 in 
the women's singles. 


THE BT Global Challenge 
fleet has now sailed the best 
part of 12.000 miles over two 
legs to New Zealand. There 
are still 20,000 more miles to 
sail before the race is won. yet 
the class acts in the field have 
already asserted themselves. 

The top boats, which arri¬ 
ved in Wellington at the head 
of the fleet on Monday, are 
Croup 4, under Mike Gol¬ 
ding, Toshiba Wave Warrior. 
under Simon Walker, the 
race's youngest skipper, and 
Save The Children, under the 
command of Andy Hindley. 
the former training skipper for 
crew volunteers in the race. 

Those three have achieved 
remarkably dose overall 
times for the two legs and have 
drawn well away from Mark 
Lodge's Motorola, the next 
boat. When times for both legs 
are taken together, Golding 
has a lb-hour advantage over 
Walker, who. in turn, has just 
five hours over Hindley. Then 
there is a biggish gap to 
Lodge, who is 36 hours behind 
Hindley and 57 adrift of 
Golding. 

Lodge can expect his time to 
be improved somewhat after 
redress is awarded for time 
taken refuelling the dismasted 
Concert. There is no doubt 


that, had she not been dis¬ 
masted and demoted to the 
back of the fleet for the second 
leg. Concert would also be in 
the top echelon. 

"There are two bunches," 
Chay Blyth, the race director 
said, “the ones who want to 
race and the ones who want to 
get round. The ones who want 
to race are very competitive. I 
think it might change on the 
next leg [1,500 miles from 
Wellington to Sydney! because 
it will be a bit of a sprint and 
the backmarkers will proba¬ 
bly stay with the leaders." 


Latest positions -24 


Blyth is thrilled by the 
closeness of the raring at the 
front of the fleet and argues 
that his volunteers should be 
taken more seriously by many 
in the raring fraternity in 
Great Britain. 

“IF you look at Save The 
Children and Group 4. for 
example." he said, "they 
actually crossed tacks at 
the waypoint right in the 
middle of the ocean. The 
raring is hard and very 
competitive. I think the 
word 'amateur' in this 


context has to be rede¬ 
fined." 

Motorola was the first of 
three finishers yesterday, in 
fourth place for the leg. Nine 
hours alter her. Global Team¬ 
work got in after a frustrating 
wait for a breeze, fbflowed by 
Commercial Union, whose 
crew quickly joined in the 
huge New Year’s Eve party 
under way at Queen’s Wharf. 

For Kit Hamsun, 23, a crew 
member on Teamwork, the 
last day racing into Welling¬ 
ton and die arrival in. 
Lambton Harbour have been 
the highlight of the race so far. 

“Raring down the coast we 
were in rune as never before," 
he said. “Every manoeuvre 
worked fantastically well. As 
soon as we docked, we were 
handed a erate of beer, steak 
sandwiches, fish and chips, 
fresh fruit and.strawberries." 

The backmarkers. raean.- 
while, were feeling the after¬ 
effects of hurricane Fergus, 
with Time & Tide, 3Com, 
Courtaulds International and 
Heath Insured II reporting 
horrendous conditions. The 
disabled crew on Time G Tide 
were beating into 56 knots of 
wind with waves sweeping the 
deck and the cockpit flooding 

regularly. 


RUGBY UNION 

Ashton and 
Bath yet 
to resolve 
differences 

By David Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 

BATH players will start the • 
new year as they finished the 
old — uncertain ^ibout the . 
future of Brian Ashton, their 
chief coach. The league game 
with Saracens on Saturday 
wfll be the third weekend since 
Ashton’s future with the dub. . 
was called into question, 
though yesterday there were 
further discussions involving 
him and Tony-Swift, die dub- 
chairman. 

“We are. hoping die situa- • 
tion will be resolved in the 
very near future," Swift — a • 
pupfl of Ashton’s when both - 
were living in the North West; 

— said last nighL 

Bath must hope to arrive at 
a position where thw_can__ 
“harness Ashton S considerable 
ix^oihg^J^nts and the i 
.■.'organisation^ qualities dial .' 
John Hall has brought, as 
team manager and subse¬ 
quently as director of rugby. '• 

There are said to have been, 
differences of opinion between 
the men which have led to die' 
present impasse; meanwhile. 
Andy Robinson, helped by A 
Ged Roddy, has been prepar¬ 
ing the team which, against— 
Saracens. remains without die 
injured’Mflre Cati. - - 

- David ■ Young, the- Wales' 

prop, will miss CardifiV. 
Hemekeri Cup semi-final with" • 
Brive on Sunday and, in all 
probability, the international 
with die. United States in 
Cardiff on January 11, the 
team for which will be named " 
tomorrow. Young damaged a 
shoulder against South Africa; ■ 
last month. •' 

With fryo other internariort- y 
al props available — Andrew 
Lewis and Lyndon Mustoe — 
Cardiff should not go short- 
handed to France. Mustoe has 
withdrawn from the game 
today at the Arms Park be¬ 
tween Emerging Wales and a 
United States XV, who. if the 
bitter weather continues, axe 
likely to play all four of their 
tour matches in Cardiff,where 
undersoil healing offers insur¬ 
ance against the weather. 

Thar : is one of die main 
headaches for: the Hrineken.;, 
Cup organisers, who--cannot';'- 
afford/, any postponement. 
They have &skcd Leicester,and . 
Brive/ the ; host clubs this * 
weekend, to ensure dial tbty-. 
have adequate pitch covering— 
and hot-air blowers available _ 

, so- that the games -call got 
.ahead. Leicester, wherc there>. 
was heavy snow yesterday. - 
will install heating today and- • 
are optimistic that their semi¬ 
final-.with Toulouse will.; 
proceed. ■ 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 



FOOTBALL 

Kict-atl J 0 imto&s slaicd 
* dbnores afi-bOet nrak-fl 
poote coupon rumtxts n bracks 
f dononx. pitch inspection 
FA Cartng Premiership 
< 1 I Arsenal v MkkXosOtough 

(2) Cheteea * Liverpool . 

i3i Covemlry v Sunderland . . 

Ml Derby v SlwffieU Wed P 

(-1 Everton v Bfetfifium (5 45, . 
iS) Leicester v TbOcnharn P 

[-) Manchester Uld v Aslon Vila (8 0) 
(SI NewcasJfc? v Leeds 
(7| Southampton v Wimbledon 
I8> Wea Ham v Nottingham Foresi 

P W O L F A Ptn 
Lnrerpw* 21 12 6 3 38 19 *2 

Man Uta 20 10 T 3 42 25 37 

Arsons) 20 10 7 3 37 20 37 


Lnrerpw* 21 12 6 3 38 19 42 

Manilla 20 10 T 3 42 25 37 

Arsenal 20 10 7 3 37 20 37 

WmCiedhn f<? tt J 4 33 22 37 

Newcastle 20 to * 6 35 22 34 

Mon 20 10 4 S 29 19 34 

Oeisea 20 8 8 4 32 29 42 

Evorran 20 7 7 6 29 27 20 

Sheri Wed 20 6 10 4 Zl 22 38 

Tottenham .20 8 4 B 22 26 28 

Derby .30 5 8 ? 20 25 23 

Leicester 20 6 5 9 20 27 23 

Sunderland . 20 6 5 ? 2B » 
Cawnay .. 20 5 7 8 20 25 22 

Lewis . . 20 6 4 10 16 34 22 

WesiKam 19 5 G e 18 25 21 

MtodiesbrouQh 20 * 8 10 38 18 

StacHawn .. 19 3 8 a 17 22 17 

SauTUmpBn 20 4 4 12 28 37 16 

NOOn Forest .. 20 2 8 10 18 36 IA 

FA1 HARP LAGER LEAGUE CUP: FkW. 
Mcand fegr Cod' v Gatarv 11.30] 



Second drvbion 




l—1 j Brentford 

v Wycombe 



P 

1221 Brrsid Rovers v Pfcmot*h 


P 

133) Bumiev v ChesiertteM 




(34) Crew-3 v M« iwufl 



* 

f25i Luton v Bury 



P 

136* Nons- CouilV J B-sume 

mauir. 

P 

i2Ti Petertwreusn v Wettoid 


. P 

I28l Preston v Wredvrm 


* 

139) Roihemam v OinmofiieTi 


P 

(30) S»nt-w»t?urr v BlacKpool 


T 

[ I3U Sux>pori <r f<xK . 



p 

r 52i Wefcall v Bristol Citt,- 



p 


P W D L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Bienrtjid 

25 ’3 8 4 

41 

25 

47 


24 14 4 £ 

4 J 

y. 

46 

Suiy 

nil 9 I 


23 

42 

MiHwaii 

26 11 3 6 

J3 

36 

J l 

Siotfcum 

an s e 

X' 

St 


Brtsrol City 

25 11 7 7 

42 

23 

40 

Burnley 

3 13 i 9 

* 

29 

40 

'-rewe 

24 13 l iQ 

34 

27 

40- 

Watl'jrd . 

24 5 12 3 

25 

19 

73 

Viteeum 

23 if) 8 5 

tt 

?t 

as 

ChOTtertterc 

23 11 5 7 

n 

13 

38 

SrnewsttiT)- 

26 3 8 10 

■J4 

40 

32 

VLalsail 

24 a r; irj 

38 

28 

X' 

eeumomouin 

26 3 6 12 

33 

31 

?j 

Bnsloi Rtvtio 

25 7 B (.J 

*> 

S 

39 

Prs’an . 

25 8 5 12 

34 

.29 

29 

rot* . 

24 8 511 

24 

34 

29 

Biz’yp&.i 

3*. 6 10 9 

25 


28 

Pctcrtiarau.an 

25 6 U 10 

37 

4j 

!*■ 

PivmuSi 

25 € 3 10 

Ji 

38 

27 

GrfimgrtjTT) 

26 7 6 13 

■A 

>. 

27 

Wrtambe . 

35 a 5 14 

22 

Si 

23 

Notts Counry 

24 S 7 12 

1J> 

26 

Zl 

Ronw«rn 

24 3 8 13 

20 

* 

17 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE; First dim- 1 

| sion: ThalOiam » fiytto Sports 




Third division 

■ ill CXchBSO* Ltytan Onem 
.34. ' Gi-lngry. Carlisle 
'35‘: E-erer '/Bairn?: 

.'36'. Hardepoo! .• HwB 
i >7 1 bnr>n v .Viqan . . . 

i3S, MarnKwc! v ruftuni . 
i Yj, f ijrnarripion CaitSH 
i—: RMWaJe •. Hereford 
i—i S-iaitot'diicri v Carnondgy 1 
i—i Sov.rn v Chester 

i~l S-vansej v Doncaster 
i—] TorsuJ* v EJnjnton 

P « O L F 

F.il-iarn £ IS 5 - 40 

Cjfdta K15 7 4 40 

C*r.r- Uto 25 14 5 8 3 T 

ft’ijr 24 13 5 6 .42 

Suctt 25 tx 5 9 2 6 

Mcrt ham ptor. SW 7 9 36 


Cain* 

Cncore- 

H-ju 

■J&GKIfW 

‘-•luni-cipa 


24 11 4 9 28 
23 10 6 7 27 
35 8 11 6 25 

25 7 13 5 36 
2* 10 4 n 36 


Scart»ouTh 35 8 10 7 33 J? 34 

Tvqutf £6 10 4 12 26 29 7M 

2orre’ 26 8 9 8 25 22 33 

Le.tor. Zinre ££ e a 9 22 22 32 

brcof . 25 a 7 10 31 38 31 

rtrefttci . 2? 9 4 12 30 22 31 

.. 26 8 6 12 26 35 32 

fVKtrdale 23 7 8 6 29 23 2“ 

MnfeH 24 Bit 7 2S 25 29 

Qtficasv 74 7 214 26 38 24 

Qafcqnn .. 25 6 514 34 45 33 

Hertford 26 6 S IS 26 36 23 

8. .. a i 23 it, 16 

avjfcrt nwe tv.fi deducted hw? pants 


Vauxfiaif Conference 
■—i Eat. v Farnborough P 

i —i Bromstj'ove v Kiddentwisrer ... t 

i—i v Wofcng ..P 

■—> Hednes/crd v tattend . P 

:—i Macclesfield v AK mch a m .. . 

i—1 Motecarnbe v Sotfhpon . 

i—i Norunjich v Halifax {2 0). 

i—1 * Rusnoer S D'monda v Kettering t 

<—} Sfd'jgft v Stevenage . .. T 

i —i SaLondge v Gateshead . . P 

l—> WoJong v Hayes ... . P 

Sett's Scowsfi League 

Premier division 

i4Cij Dundee Utd j Aberdeen 

|41 1 Dunfermline t Ra.17? . . f 

(42) Hfcensan v Heart*; ... 

i«3, l.kuhereatt v Kilmarnock .. . p 

first dwision 

(44 1 East File * Stifling .. 

1 45) FalKBk Airtfeia. 

(46, Greenock Morion v St Meren .. P 

{4?| Partick v CtpJafcar* . . . . 

i48i St Johnstone v Dundee .. . 
Second division 

f4t»j i*r v Stranraer. ____ _ P 

i—-i Owe v Brechin . • P 

i—i Dumbarton v Sonfiousemuff P 
i—l Hamflton v Queen of South.. P 
I—) Livingston v Berwick . . 

Third tfwteton 

. —) ABoa i East Surfing ;_... p 

1—J Aitomafin v CowSwb&jih . 

!■—i Mannose v Forte. _.. 

I—i Ouetn's Part, v Albion .. . t 

{—J Boss Ciiurtv v Imiemess CT P 


DR UAXTENS LEAGUE..Pimm diwston: 
Alhsr&tcro v Nuneaton Baktock v Kings 
Lynn, Cheimsiord v Hastings Cheltenham v 
Hatasanen CrairieyvAshfara. Dorchester v 
Merthyr. Greswy v Burton Mewpon AFC » 
Sofctouy; StfflngtxMne « Grmassnd and 
Norton*. Worcester Dty v Gloucester 
PoSpanecfc CwnhnQgo City v Sudbury Tn 
MUand dMsun: Scwcrth v Shepshco D, 
Cort* v Raunas T; Oufley Town v Bfekxi. 
Euoahant v VS Rugby. Moor Green v Sudan 
Cowherd Town. Regal R v Sotfvd Bora. RC 
Warwick ii RsdcMcfi. Rottwrefl v Grsraturn; 
Siourbridge v Saflord. TartiMvlh v ttoiton 
Southern dvision: Cmdotoia » Weston- 
Mfxf-htmr. Crenccstor Torn v Forest 
Green. Oewdon » Yean Dortord v Margate 
Ftehet Undcn v Erin and D e N edaio FtaelT 
ir Fareftam Havant v Wbvmouth, Nenpon 
(loWl v BasHey. St Loorvsds v Tonbrdge 
Angete. WatortetwOe v TroniMSge. Witney v 
Btxheigham Toen 

JOS LEAGUE; Premier AnsiQn; Bfehop's 
Stortftrf v Bromley Cnensey » Borenam 
Wood. Dulwich v Harrow. fErrfdd » 
Dagcnttam end Bert Hendbn v Yaort; 
Hcytndqe v-Grays: St Atoms v Aytosbuy; 
fSunon United v Kngstonon Ml 30!. 
YeadBig v Carahalton first Attaiatr 
Abngatm Toom v Moresey. Aidashc* Town 
v nwiie. Bartwi fitters v WWngttare, 
B«encay v Croydon' Bognor Re^s v 
BasriqstoSa Chester*) v Maatewed 
LN ie d: H ampt on v Tootng and Mncham . 
Leyton Penrwa v Marlow Uxtedge v 
Wonr*». Wah<an and Hersham v Carwey 
Hand Second dnteorr Cheshwit vCo&er 
Barr am Romtonir Sdncm v iMndsor and 
Bare H Hempstead vfledlord t. Horshamv 
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A ndrew Longmore finds a confident team lead er in good spirits 

Nicholls matches ambition with ability 

“%ant NK/4,„r»„ . •_ %/ 


faul Nicholls looked , a 
httle the worse for wear, 

jf™. Christmas party and a 
Witt tS 
machine, but his enthusiasm 
on a grey morning remained 
.undmimed, “We had a good 
mgnt, but, do you 

weryone.was in hereby 6 J 0 

ras morning," he said as the 
familiar hollow dick of hoof 
on concrete heralded first lot 
and one by one the revellers 
blinked into the misty -light to 
begin their dawn rituals. -• 

, *^he sight of so many good 
mwsK provides the ideal cure 
for a hangover and by the time 
Ngolls has dispatched his 
“®™ne troops onto the 
gallops above the picture post' 
card Somerset village of 
Ditcheat, he was in full flow. 

. In the tight little world of 
racing, the word is out that a 
young and gifted rival has 
emerged from Loraa Doone 
country with an assembly of 
jumping talent to natch the 
best in die land. 

In only his "fifth season in 
business, Nicholls is lying fifth 
in the trainers* championship 
and his yard hums.. with 
ambition and vigour. This is a 
young team moulded in the 
image of its confident and 
jovial leader. “There- is too’ 
much doom and gloom iii 
raring." Nicholls said. “People 
should concentrate on getting 
on and enjoying it" 

Nkholls has been more 
frustrated than most by the 
Christmas freeze. His horses 
were primed and ready far an 
assault on the big prizes, but 
one by one his hopes were 
thwarted by the weather or .the 
going. The promising novice, 
chaser. See More Business, 
was withdrawn from Kemp- 
ton's Boring Day meeting, but. 
-the biggest blow was the 
abandonment of the 'Welsh - 
National, for which Belmont - 
Kinj* was a strong favourite."-. 

Nicholls has high hopes for 
Belmont King, ayoung chaser 
of impeccable temperament 
and * unlimited potential, 
whose comeback riqfcay at - 
Chepstow, after nearly two . 
years away with a ieg injury, 
opened up all - manner of • 
conquests. That victory. 



Elimination of 
suspects points 
to White Willow 

By Rickard Evans, racing correspondent 


THE best way to find the 
winncr of a race is first to 
identify the losers - and that 
task is’ofien easier un the all- 
weather becaUM? of the high 
percentage of horses whu 
never irouble the jud^e. 

At Southwell this after* 
noon, iheThinking & Drink¬ 
ing Handicap (Z40| is a case 
where the process of elimina¬ 
tion points backers in the 
right direction. Starting 
from the Lmnom of the 
handicap in this moderate 
contest over two miles. What 
Jim Wants is a maiden after 
15 stans. having his first run 
on Fibrtsand and first race 
for 72 days. 

Hunting Ground won five 
races on turf in W but has 
never run ai Southwell and 
has hcen off the course for 
110 days. Record Lover won 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nicholls keep? a watchful eye on his string during morning exercise on his scenic Somerset gallops. Photograph: David Howells 


Nicholls said, was the most 
satisfying, of his career, a 
reward for ibe patience of Mrs 
Billie •Bondi the 72-year-old 
owner., and an emphatic core 
firmation of his own relaxed 
yet rhythmic training meth¬ 
ods: . Few - horses leave 
hfichplis’s yard' for; a gentle 
day out. - . / . 

" “Iworiteditbut.whehlwas. 
riding," he said. "It was in¬ 
credible the number of horses, 
who were unfit Pipe-' was 
winning everything because 
his horses were fit I don’t see 
thejxmt in giving horses a 
run just % the'sake ol it I 
want .to sefitf tfaim but first 
time fit enough" to yon, but 
with room for improvement" 


Nicholls would be the first to 
ad mil that his timing has been 
fortunate. An advertisement in 
The SportingLife at the end of 
1991 coincided with the end of 
his perennial battle against 
weight as a National Hunt 
jockey. This brought him to 
Manor Farm Stables, owned 
by Paul Barber, a dairy farm¬ 
er. qneof whose two ambitions 
— to milk 1,000 cows and win 
tite Gold Cup - matched his 
own. “As 1 soon as I saw the 
gaDpps I was up here like a 
shot." he recalled. "I couldn't 
believe itr 

The first horse they bought 
was See More Indians, a 
highly talented young chaser, 
ilifc was cut short. Nich- 


olis’s first winner as a trainer. 
Olveston, on December 23. 
1991. was owned by his par¬ 
ents. From there, the chart has 
shown a steady progression: 
ten winners in his first season, 
then 2D, 53 last year and 
alreatfy 15 this season, the 
majority guided home by the 
champion. Tony McCtiy, 
whose own drive has fused 
perfectly with NichoUs’s. 

“As soon as 1 saw him I 
thought ‘this boy's good’. He 
was just like Dun woody. He’s 
good at schooling, he's very 
determined and he's good on 
the racetrack. He is in a 
different league from me as a 
jockey.” 

At the age of 34, Nicholls 


has already defied convention 
by making an effortless leap 
into tile top ranks of trainers. 
“I've got a super yard, super 
owners, super horses, super 
staff. I’m much more relaxed 
about it now and I’m doing the 
job better. Sometimes in those 
early days, I was trying too 
hard. I said I would give it five 
years, but I never thought I 
would fail. I’ve always wanted 
to be a rrainer and I'm very 
determined.” 

Nicholls has been in the 
game long enough to beware 
complacency, bur ihe future 
looks bright and not just 
because all 52 boxes in the 
yard are full and plans to 
expand to 75 are already in 


hand. Belmont Kins is being 
aimed fer the Grand National, 
but Nicholls has backed him 
each-way at 50-1 for the Gold 
Cup, just in case. 

"People are always writing 
about tile ’ever ambitious Paul 
Nicholls’ and stuff like rhar. 
But vou\ e got to be ambitious. 
If you train with a positive 
attitude, your horses will have 
a positive attitude 

Meanwhile. Belmont King 
has more important duties, 
carrying NicholJs’s pregnant 
wife". Bridget, safely through 
morning gallops. The baby is 
due in "June, adding to the 
unmistakable air of expectan¬ 
cy hanging over the Nicholls 
yard in the new year. 


Nap: WHITE WILLOW 
(2.40 Southwell) 

Next Best: Sundown 

112.35 Southwell) 


a weakly contested amateur 
riders’ race over course and 
distance a year ago but is out 
of form and withoui a ran 
for eight weeks. Elite Blisa. 
another maiden, did pro¬ 
duce an improved effort 
when stepped up in trip Iasi 
time and is weighted to 
reverse form with the win¬ 
ner. Golden Hadeer. but this 
is a better class race. 

Sharp Command is mod¬ 
erate and ran a stinker last 
time: Master Foodhroker is 
lightly raced and untrust¬ 
worthy while Tee Tee Too. 
far from sure to see out this 
trip, is harshly weighted for 
a horse who has not won 
since 1994. All of which 
leaves White Willow. 

The eight-year-old was 
claimed out of Mary 
Reveley's yard after comfort¬ 
ably winning a hurdle race 
at Newcastle just todays ago 


— so he should be fit. Just as 
important, he defied a big 
weight in a handicap cm his 
only stan at Southwell in 
1994 and recorded a perfor¬ 
mance a stone better than 
any of his rivals have 
achieved. White Willow, ihe 
mount of Seb Sanders, 
should he able to run his 
opponents into the ground. 

High Premium, the win¬ 
ner of five races last year 
ineluding three on the all- 
weather. is likely to start 
favourite for the first and 
more competitive division of 
the Resolution Claiming 
Stakes 112.35). However, the 
tough nine-year-old is argu¬ 
ably best over a mile at 
Southwell and may just tack 
the necessary pace here. 

In contrast. Sundown 
has looked as though a 
return to seven furlongs 
would suit in his two most 
recent runs, notably when 
staying on at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton 13* days ago. He coujd 
offer some value. 

The New Year Handicap 
(3.40) hardly cozes quality 
and is best judged by the 
comments of David Barron 
after he aeni out Fast Spin to 
win a seller at Southwell five 
days ago. “He’s a bad horse 
running in a h3d race." he 
said. 

Fast Spin is noi without a 
chance of following up in a 
mediocre finale hut may 
have to give best to As-K 
who is representing the 
Mark Johnston — Jason 
Weaver combination. He 
should appreciate this mile 
trip on his all-weather debut. 
□ Ashley Bealbv. South¬ 
well’s clerk of the course, 
expects no problems for to¬ 
day's programme despite al¬ 
most six inches of snow 
having fallen on the track 
during the last 24 hours. 
"We have had five to six 
indies of snow and the 
prospects should be fine as 
long as there is no heavy 
snow' overnight." he said 
yesterday. "The Track is 
rateable today." 
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1.05 Haver Golf Eagle 


1.35 CtiiKbang Bang 


.3.40 Skelton Sovereign 


The Times Private Hancfibapper's top rating: 
3.10 INDIAN RAPTURE 
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TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE 
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12-35 RBOUmONCLAHWNGSTAKES 

(Div t £1,944:7fr {11 turners) 

101 J7) 112B- HBHPR3HJMIB(CJLBFW)UPWons)R Ftfe* 9-8-7—■■ ACrfaw 9S 

lffi 0) 3K60- — JHrwMP) 87 

103 m) 0- SALLY ARMSTRONG 13 (Tjpto L* & Cefflt 1ta*n 4-8-2_ DHeKeowi 71 

104 m »1ZZ- S.TW LH3GER40PGDfffjp* S**” 5 

“ 00000-. RAU90 WW.TZEH 4 (COJ.S^) [tf Swb) D Ucbofe S-8-13 - 90 

OOOOO- DeTAnW13(B|ABwj)JJirN«S«-11 --- ® 

20505- STAIOWfiaWASJItoBCDeAnJjaenjM^-Pflotwep) 96 
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7th. BAItmiA KATE I7MI to ol 1 to fflatos 
Qe0 in wafts maftn hwdkap a Ml Umt 
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on peadtonto dan. 
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BA£& 


. EAST1UDLAN0S &£GTBICfIY LINCOLN HLUES HANDICAP 

j£2,765:60(12ronners). 

401 r to 3213?- NAPtStSTAft 19 (VX0.G) (Ptoton) Urs N tjbc*4e» 4-UM) C Teague (3) » 

402 (6) 00182- SHASH113 (dkFJS) (Mbs. A SandenJ Pa Utthdl 5-0-7 Amandn Sandun (5) 98 

403 (0) 05000- KUPSPHEER 29 (0.006] (Anhon Rau.<;j B ttoUwril 4-9-1 . J Stack 90 

«4 (2) ’ 65255- AMTA’5 C0NTESSA 4 to 0*5 * B PaMng 5-9-1 —... DttiO'fea ® 

405 ft) 50008- 6fUWSHS3(C.fi)(U1ra^R^M4*a* . DSmmvto 95 
408 nO) 00000- HtCCtASH40(BAIjq(MODttitfjes)BPafl*gACtrt - 
407 (11)' 05403- BALLARD LAW 44 [CUIS) (Mb P Wahj J IMnmgN 5-8-fi .JBwnMto 95 
4B8- [5] 00V JUStFORTT&tGCORD418(MnSJMtf)BlUnan5-B-3_ SDrew™ - 

.409 (3) 00060- MA3SW136(MnJCiniK)BBH||li4-M . - N Adore 8a 

4UT to «M10- WEWAU»(CttffliS«aj^ Jttamj 96 

411 (12] 56008- BELINDA BLUE 29 (Un J Adsoi) A Fahey 5-7-13-Rlfosunto 94 

412 (7) 03050- JUBA 5 (T Di»l J Scvgifl 5-7-10 .- .N Cwtato 98 

BETTING: 11-4 Nnk* Sts. 4-1 StadL 5-1 Q La Ugh. &-1 Baton Lad?. Hanqna*. 10-1 taiptnkvi i2-i 
Ankrs Dnessu. VM o#bi 

FORM FOCUS 


HAPB1 STAR 4t 2nd d iD to »*Jas In bnfcap A 

LingjcUtSt. AM) SHASHI II 2nd nl 13 to Uarp- 

*ta n tettOcao at WVurtanpftjn (fit AW) 
AMBUS COUTESSA17WI 5#i nMO to Mnay's 
Uuda ta Mndao at WotadampUH (7L AW). GI 
LA HIGH neck 2 nd ol 16 to CtedseV M In 
ctgfaM oh> cause and Astana UW1 urti 
SHASHI (50) bttur oQ 3S4I Btb. TWE CLASH 171 

9lh ol 16 to Shufton la handicap bat (7L AW). 


HONEVHALL beat Ocean Check W in l&mmi 
handicap nu cause and t&stance (AW) on penrt- 
Uraate storf ^Bi BALLARD LADY Ot to oft) 
tvrteer snovtead M BBJOA BUE11 »l Mi ol 
13 10 .Brawn n hanfica ova coutsa and sfc> 
BK» (AWI nlfi HONEYHAU. (4*3 muss off) IS 
7th JUBA 251 8th oi 9 to Katar In haiduap ore 
cause and defines jAWt 
SafieOac BALLARD LADY (nap) 


2.40 


THINKING & DRINKING HANDICAP 

(£2,726:2m) (9 runners) 
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(3) 304(04- WHTTt VHLUJW16J(C.G5) iPSOngar) f Bafla-IIHI-SSnfen 90 


(1) 00000- THE TH TOO 23J (G) (5 Bnicel A Canofl 5-9-11.GMftgw(7) 

12) 4OT0- ItASTBt HBOBROffin 5118LQLG) iBnwsluaO W Uuson 9-9-2 5 WhBMutti - 

(9) 03013- GOLOQLHADEERT3(C.(LS) (hra JaysRacmg] W Rjpn&4-13- . ACM 91 

(4) $4210- SHARP COWHAND 11J (Gj (A HoBud) P lxc(E5 4-8-11.JWeaua 93 

(7J 00543- ELITE 8U5S 33 (B4« (bong) At Canada 5-5-7 --LChamort 91 

(8) 82B50- RECORD LOVER 23J (CO.G) (A Mm) M Chapnaa 7-8-1._ tore Wands (7> ® 

(3 HAW HinlHSGROUHJ910 (WJi) iBpilt deC ots) BBsunti 9*0- F Nortoi - 

(S 06200- WHAT JHI WANTS 1U (DayWi Bttfefl J J DtlclU 4-7-10 JQunui 96 

Lnog tanScxr Whu Jm Wants 7-9. 

SETTING: 5-2 Gotten Hadeer. 3-1 Mte Wb> 9-2 tteta Fnodbntor. 5-1 Stop Caracnd. E-iBiete 
10-1 Hu Am MMs. 12-1 Tie lee Tog 

FORM FOCUS 


WVBTE WILLOW 71 4TJ1 oMI » Aran Span m 
handtop at IfescEfle pm. good to safe) 
MAST® FOODDROOKBt 467*1 td II to No 
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safe). GOLDEN HADEER 5X13rd ol 12 to Fteaytl 
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AW).Pieftud hatoou Man Man H In l&nnur 

tanScap Dm (In GL AW) ndh BITE BUSS (2to 


beto 09) (utter oed oat 3rd. SHARP C0M- 
MAMD heat Rose 01 Glen 1H4 in 9-turnei tonfop 
X WohstarrpBn (1m 71, AW) tn penuttmak 
stan. 

RECORD LOVSt 7141 5fc d 20 to Petosfcm n 
settng handica p a ya mmlti Um 31 Illy. o«d to 
Onnl on peraflUnaE sfin. 

Setecfintt GOLDEN HADER 


3.10 MORNING CAUL SELLING STAKES 
(3-Y-O: £2,1 B9:1m) (11 ruraias) 
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00212- BMJ^ET ffl (B.CD.S) (HCnnediWGMTtuna 9-3 - . DSweoieyto 89 
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0006- STATE OF GOLD 18 Id West Perimnl J Heneiun &-12 . . SWNtrafc 94 

550- DIAMOND EYRE40 (Dricnond Racingi J Evic 8-7 . .. . R Lappa 84 
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SETTING: 7-2 8aW*L 4-1 Head En 5-1 ChBftwRjei. J-l Bowl ftkAette. 8-1 Lhamoid £v». Stale 01 Goa 
Hoh Own. 12-1 dfaK. 

FORM FOCUS 
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Eli . {11 
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_NEW YEAR HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0: £2,752:1m) (6 turners) 
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2 Q) 506- AS-B70(RRSfiBBOfl) U Wrstm W .. _ - JWeaver 94 
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Rasayel, left, rounds the home turn to win on the Equitrack at Ungfield yesterday, the only meeting to survive 

Musselburgh holds strongest hopes 


MUSSELBURGH on Sanuday looks 
the most likely venue for a resumption of 
the jumping programme. Turf raring has 
nol taken place in Britain since the 
Scottish trade’s card last Friday and 
prospects for the remainder of this week 
are bleak. 

Mark Kershaw, the course manager at 
Musselburgh, reported yesterday: “I 
would nut put it as strongly as to say it is 
promising, but. though we have had a 
slight frosj and a dusting of snow, 
nothing has got into the ground. It looks 
like it will be cold, but not severe, so there 
must be a chance." 

The all-weather card at Southwell is 
Ihe only surviving fixture today- The 
scheduled jumps meetings at Chelten¬ 
ham. CaHcrick, Exeter, Leicester. Wind¬ 
sor and Uttoxeter had all been called off 
by noon yesterday. 

Tomorrow’s cards at Ayr and Market 
Rosen have also fallen. “Siberian wea¬ 
ther conditions look like staying until the 
weekend at feast" Charlie Moore, the 


clerk of the course at Market Rasen. said. 
At Ayr. a spokesman said after a 3.00pm 
inspection yesterday. “The temperature 
has not risen above zero all day." 

On Friday. Ihe jumps meetings at 
Lingfleld. Sedgeficld and Tnwrester all 
report frost and snow. Local forecasts 
suggest there is lillJe chance of a thaw. 

Matters look no better on Saturday. 


PROSPECTS 


TOMORROW’S MEETINGS 

UNGFIELD PARK: afe-roatlter meeting 

AYR' abandoned 

MARKET RASEN: abandoned 

FRIDAY 

UNGRELD PARK: frozen 
SEDGEF1ELD: frost and yiow 
SOt/THWELL- aH-weather meeting 
TOWCESTER: trozen 

SATURDAY 

SANOQWN: partly frozen (mT-pedlon (Cdavi 
WARWICK: parity frozen (mspeaion today) 


The cards at Hay dock and Sandown also 
look likely tu fall. Andrew Cooper, the 
clerk of the course at Sandown. said 
yesterday: “The temperature has left 
parts of Ihe course frozen and it would 
have been sufficient to stop us raring 
today, although you would not describe 
the course as frozen. 

“We have had a dusting of snow, 
nothing loo serious, but there will be 
more snow showers around tonight. It is 
loo early to be sure, but you would have 
to say that the chance of racing on 
Saturday must be pretty slim.’' 

Du him Flyer. Unguided Missile. Col¬ 
lier Bay and Dato Star figure among the 
entries at Haydock. Philip Arkwright, the 
clerk of the course, reported: “We are 
freezing at the moment. The forecasi is 
not too good and I am not hopeful." 

Warwick, whose meeting yesterday 
was abandoned, will need a rapid lhaw 
to race on Saturday. “1 wouldn't be 
telling people lo get their racing boots 
on,” a spokesman said. 


YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


Ungfield Park 

Going: wwKtaid 

1Z55 I’m SI} 1. AASAYEL jAi-tiwy 
Bond. *- 11 . 3. Bfougmora Fonnute 
(Damen WiRon^, 3-1 rt-izvi 3. Moie Than 
You Know |&nf,' Jnjos. 1 M. ALSO 
RAN. 3-1 il-lav Msapias Mvsaq\* '.ofrii 
7-2CbhSho No S Adiev i4?i/ 16A Haa) 
(5ihi, 33 Ouetm Fancy S ran •»!. 1-i! 
2 \i 21 . '?! P Evans at Ttetsnpooi Tc/« 
£SdO. C1«. El 30. £390. DP ES62 
CSP £ 1 S J4 TrfcaJ C123.0S. 

12S Ifitl 1. JUST LOCK (O 
11-4): 2. ftoefr To The Top (A Moms 
?3-2r; 3. Eagsr To Please /Dane O N9)5. 
iM) AlSO RAN 6-5 lav Ki'OAisn Lad 
ISlhj, 10 WmrKX Ftepro (ah). Hea«nly 
Miss i*lh). B ran. NR Vlfindbom. 1 if 
41. 41, & W G M Turner A SntKbomi 
TMK £360, €?80 E4 50 DF 0250. 
CSF. £18.39 

1.5S (57) ». HEVST GOLP LOVER 'D 


r-"3nd $-2 Ian 2. Counnesa Tunes 
C'aneCN&S 6-1 1 l Grew Boulevord 
.? r.;M-s 7-5. ALSO RATv' 10030 
nca-T* 7 -2 E^qieimi Pans (4ih). 
J-i She's Electric toTM 6 ran V. srt hd. 
i".; *3'.! T ftaudMon a Epown Tcie 
£i1E -M«0 El 80. D" 2900 CSF- 
EVsC£ 

2J25 ;afi 1. MISTER RAIDER (A Daly. 
“-I I 2 Sthafi lA cta»k. 9-2| 3. Squire 
Carrie iD “oJanri. 6-1 1 . ALSC- RAN 7-2 
I3r. CnwV; Ctkjppv. ■* C-WOtm-C 6 
L r aamera :4'h', Os^ili^iis GjH (la;. 16 
'.LVio.-u5.-i Bey J5thj. 20 Bnoht Paracpn 
iSU~) ia uancir >3 Jack lOrajn. %(.nfr. fi. 
fJt. e E '.VhMne: al Pangt>xunQ. Tote: 

£160 OiO. E2fi£' DF C36X. 
Tf* 260 30. CSF £36 07 Titans). 
216328 

2.55 (im 5f; 1 ADAMTON {V*run Dwvei. 
7-2). 2. Suitor |A Da)y. 14-11:3. Wtiy (Oty 
Cancan (A lOart. S-1,' ALSO RAM 3/- lav 
Anqfei Fdce Ctadbie Rush 7 Hariequm 
Vto'jt istt.i 10 Fnjlissar f4lh), 16 Dance Ol 


■taV!6lh|, iSGrea) E^ar 9 ran 1 '•»! I'.-.l 
5i. 4i. Si Mrs J Cecil ai No’AmwtiH'i Toie 
£4 50; £1 AC £2 60. £3 70 DF 231 10 
Tno £166.10 CSF £4606 Tncay 
£34? 13 

325 fTi) 1. RIVER SEINE (S SaroJert. 
$-2i 2. Cold Lance <D Hoiiann. 17-4/ 3. 
Magatino Gap (Amanflto Eanaers. «-lj 
ALSO RAN 5-2 tar Euemrm In Mih) 

9 Jaieer Do (5fri). 12 Graaous Gieias. 
HmUSOe. Square Mite Miss (Gihi. 16 
StKtmood, S3 tog<a Pert Urt r 0 ran 
1H nk. 2 Hrl, 41. nk. S Kmgm el Taijnori 
Tote. £4 B0: £1 70, El 30 S3 60 DF 
£10 10. Trio: £26.00 CSF E19 37 
Jackpot not won (pool ol £5.84728 
carted toward io Southwell today). 
PUcepot £121.10. 

Quadpot £3420. 

□ CaiterfcK and FonaveR Park 
abandoned because ot enow and 
frost 


BUNKERS 


BUNKERED RRST TIME Southwell 

12 35 Siandown 1 35 Pfcrelfc 2.05 
Tins Clash 3 10 Rcyal Ri^utetla, Hoh 
Down. 
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Duty to homeless asylum seeker Seeking rights of audience 


Regina v Kensington and 
Chelsea Royal London Bor¬ 
ough Council. Ex parte 
Korneva 

Before Lord Justice Simon Brown. 
Lord Justice feter Gibson and 
Lord Justice Hobhousc 
[Judgment December 5] 

The statutory duty awed to an 
asylum seeker who was homeless, 
in priority need and who did not 
become homeless intentionally, 
was to secure suitable temporary 
accommodation for such period as 
an applicant was an asylum 
seeker. 

The Court of Appeal so stated 
allowing an appeal by die ap¬ 
plicant. Irina Korneva, from the 
order of Mr Roger Henderson. 
QC. who, sitting as a deputy judge 
of the Queen's Bench Division on 
September 23,10%, had dismissed 
her application for judicial review 
of a derision of Kensington and 
Chdsea Royal London Borough 
Council as' local housing au¬ 
thority. that the temporary accom¬ 
modation provided need not be 
suitable. 

Mr Ruben Latham for the 
applicant: Miss Kate Astanioris for 
the council. 

LORD JUSTICE SIMON 


Regina v Warwickshire 
County Council, Ex parte 
Powergenpk 
Before Mr Justice Forbes 
[Judgment November 21) 

A highway authority's discretion to 
enter an agreement with a prospec¬ 
tive developer to execute highway 
works was limited m a situation 
where the proposed w orks formed 
a detailed and related pan of the 
planning application for which 
consent had already been 
obtained. 

The matters remaining would be 
relatively minor and a proper 
everrise of the discretion would not 
embrace a further and separate 
reconsideration of the benefit to the 
public of such works soldy by 
reference to the same reasons 
already determined in die plan¬ 
ning process. 

Mr Justice Forbes so staled in a 
reserved judgment in the Queen's 
Bench Division when allowing an 
application for judicial review by 
Powvreen pic against a refusal by 
Warwickshire County Council to 
enter into an agreement under 
section 27S of the Highways Ad 
FSO. as substituted by section 23 of 
the New* Roads and Street Works 
Act 1991. in respect of proposed 
works pursuant to resolutions by 
the council on June 15 and August 
24 . 1995 , 

In 1994 Fowergen applied to the 
district council for planning per¬ 
mission to develop a site including 
a supermarket and access from an 


BROWN said that die appeal 
raised a point affecting hundreds 
of homeless or ill housed asylum 
seekers. The print was whether, 
and if so in what way, homeless 
asylum seekers applying far 
aommmadarian under Rut III of 
the Housing Ad 1985 writ worse 
off than non-asy|um seeking 
applicants. 

Did an asylum seeker's applica¬ 
tion have to be processed like any 
other homelessness application so 
that, if he or she was in priority 
need and did not become homeless 
intentionally, the council was 
obliged to secure that suitable 

accommodation became available 

under sections 65 and 69(1) of the 
19S5AO? 

The council argued below, and 
the judge had hdd that asylum 
seekers were not so entitled: rather 
die council might property delay 
reaching its decision under section 
62. in die meantime discharging 
merely its interim duty under 
section 63. 

Thar the council might do by 
providing accommodation which, 
albeit it was reasonable for the 
applicant to occupy having regard 
to the general rireumstances 
prevailing in relation to the coun¬ 
cil's housing, need nor be suitable 
accommodation such as had to be 


adjoining road. The district council 
as local planning authority con¬ 
sulted the county oounril as local 
highway authority about the road 
(Hans and subsequently refused 
planning permission. 

Following an appeal the sec¬ 
retary- of state's inspector granted 
conditional outline planning per¬ 
mission. To fulfil die condition 
Powergen had to carry out high¬ 
way works which required an 
agreement under section 278 of the 
1980 Act with the highway 
authority. 

Mr William Hicks. QC and Mr 
Russell Hams for fewergetu Mr 
Michael Suppers tone, QC and Mr 
Tinothy Pitt-Payne for die cmincD. 

MR JUSTICE FORBES said 
that Mr Hides was right in his 
submission that a highway 
authority's discretion to enter an 
agreement was not an unlimited 
discretion m every case, although 
his Lordship was doubtful whether 
it was correct to describe the 
discretion generally as a Untiled 
one. 

In his Lordship's view, (he extent 
to which the discretion could be 
described as limited would depend 
on the particular circumstances of 
each case. 

His Inrdship accepted that sec¬ 
tion 27S had to be interpreted in the 
overall legislative system for the 
controlled development of land 
through the planning process. 

Where the benefit to the public of 
die p r opo sed highway works in 


provided when a council dis¬ 
charged its final duiy under sec¬ 
tion t& 

Section 4 of the Asylum and 
Immigration Appeals Act 1993 
affected all asylum seekers whose 
applications for Part 111 accom¬ 
modation were made after July 26. 
1993. provided only that those 
applying for asylum on or after 
February 5 did so at the time oL 
and not after arrival in the United 
Kingdom they were otherwise 
precluded from access to Part III 
accommodation by the Asylum 
and Immigration An 1996. 

It was dear that die council 
accepted the applicant's applica¬ 
tion as one falling under section 
4(3) of the 1993 AcL What then was 
the meaning and effect of the 
provision section 4(3)(b) that "any 
need of [an asylum seeker) for 
accommodation shaft be regarded 
as te mp ora ry only"? That was the 
question at the heart of the appeal. 

Following the decision of the 
House of Lords in R v Brent 
London Borough Council, Ex 
pane Awua QI996) 1 AC 55). 
whether an applicant for Pan III 
housing was an asylum seeker or 
not. the section 65 duty could in 
any event be satisfied by the 
provision of temporary housing. 


respect of which a section 278 
agreement was sought had been 
fully considered and determined in 
the'pUmning process, because die 
highway works formed a detailed 
and related aspect of the applica¬ 
tion for which planning consent 
had been property obtained, then 
the highway authority's discretion 
whether to enter die agreement 
would necessarily be somewhat 
limited. 

In such a case die matters 
remaining to be considered by the 
highway authority in the proper 
exercise of its discretion were likely 
robe relatively minor. 

The proper exercise of dial 
discretion would not embrace a 
further and separate reconsider¬ 
ation of the benefit to the public of 
the highway works in question 
solely by reference to the same 
reasons as those already consid¬ 
ered and determined in the plan¬ 
ning process. 

His Lordship accepted the sub¬ 
mission that if section 278 were 
thus interpreted, there was no need 
for either the secretary of state or 
the local planning authority to be 
given an express power to direct 
the highway authority to enter into 
a section 278 agreement in such 
circumstances. 

In the present case the refusal to 
enter the agreement was unlawful 
and Wednesbury unreasonable. 

Solicitors: Wragge & Co. 
Birmingham: Mr David Carter. 
Warwick. 


In his Lordships judgment, it 
followed that nothing in Awua 
supported the council's position in 
the present appcaL The council's 
argument was that under para¬ 
graph 2 of Schedule I to the 1993 
Act it was required only to reach 
the print of determining whether i( 
owed the applicant the interim 
duty of housing her under section 
63, and that under paragraph 3 it 
was required only to notify her of 
dm. being acquitted by paragraph 
3(4) of the need to give in addition a 
section 54 notice. 

Because a section 64 notice 
expressly encompassed notifica¬ 
tion of the authority's derision on. 
inter alia, mtentionaiiry. Par¬ 
liament by the Schedule could, the 
argument ran. be seen to have 
been indicating its intention that in 
the case of asylum seekers, hous¬ 
ing authorities did not need to 
address that issue and so did not 
need ever to complete their section 
62 inquiries. 

The argument, although in¬ 
genious. to his Lordship's mind 
appeared wholly impossible. It 
foundered not least upon: 

1 The express reference in para¬ 
graph 2 to the requirement that the 
authority had to include in the 
inquiries that it was required to 
make under section 62 the further 
inquiries special to asylum seek¬ 
ers: nothing there acquitting them 
of the need ever to undertake some 
of the section 62 inquiries. 

2 The express reference in both 
paragraphs 2 and 3 to the council 
being satisfied whether a duty was 
owed to secure a c c om modation for 
the applicant; such satisfaction 
being the precondition to the 
section 65 final duty but not to the 
section 63 interim duly which 
arose simply at the 'reason to 
believe'stage. 

3 The absurdity of supposing that 
Parliament would seek to disappty 
the requirement that accommoda¬ 
tion to be provided to asylum 
seekers should be suitable in so 
obscure and elliptical a fashion. 

In his Lordship's judgment all 
that paragraphs 2 and 3 provided 
for was the necessary adaptation of 
sections 62 and 64 of die 1985 Ad to 
encompass the additional in¬ 
quiries which would need to be 
made m the case of asylum 
seekers. Paragraph 4 fulfilled the 
same function with regard to 
section 67. 

It followed that, since Awua. 
asylum seekers fell to be dealt with 

essentially like any other ap¬ 
plicants for housing under Part 111 
of die 1985 Art. His Lordship 
would grant the applicant the rel ief 
sought. 

Lord Justice feter Gibson save a 
concurring judgment and'Lord 
Justice Hobhouse agreed with 
both judgments. 

Solicitors: J. C Go fringe & Co. 
StodcweU; Mr A. G. Phillips. 
Kensington. 


D v S (Rights of Audience) 
Before Lord Woolf, Master of the 
Rolls. Lord Justice Waite and Lord 
Justice Walter 
[Judgment December 18] 

Where a person sought rights of 
audience under sections 17.18 and 
28 of the Courts and Legal Services 
Art 1990 to conduct proceedings on 
behalf of a litigant in person the 
court should, in conformity with 
the spirit of the Art, grant that an 
application only in exceptional 
circumstances. 

The Court of Appeal so stated, 
refusing an application by Dr 
Felling for rights of audience to 
represent D and conduct his 
application for leave to appeal 
from JudgeTVrer, sitting at Milton 
Keynes County Court, who had, 
inter alia, enjoined him from 
entering the home he had shared 
with S and their children pending 
the outcome of her application for 
transfer of the tenancy into her sole 
name under section 15 of and 
Schedule I to the Children Act 
1939. 

Miss Pamela Striven, QC and 
Mr David Boyd for S; D in person. 

THE MASTER OF THE 
ROLLS referred to the written 
reasoned request for rights of 
audience made by Dr Felling, to 
his considerable experience in 
cases of the present kind, and to 
Chauhan v Chauhan |unreported, 
October 26. 1994, CA (Civ Div) 


In re T (Minors) (Termina¬ 
tion of contact: Discharge of 
order) 

Before Lord Justice Simon Brown 
and Mr Justice Holman 
(Judgment November 21] 

On an application to discharge an 
order, made under section 34(4) of 
the Children Act 1989. authorising 
a local authority to terminate 
contact between the children in 
their care and the parents, the 
court should have two main inter¬ 
locking considerations. 

First, the extent to which rircum- 
Staruxs had changed from when 
the order was originally made and. 
second, bearing those changes in 
mind, the extent to which it was 
appropriate to reinvestigate the 
central question whether contact 
should be terminated. The greater 
the apparent change in circum¬ 
stances. the mare intensively the 
court would be prepared to re¬ 
consider the desirability of leaving 
tire section 34(4) order in place. 

The Court of Appeal so stated 
allowing in part an appeal by the 
mother from the refusal fay Judge 
Michael Baker, in Chichester 
County Court on April IQ. 1996, of 
her application- to discharge 9 
section 34(41 order which he had 
made in December 1994 when 


Transcript No 1230) where die 
Court of Appeal had previously 
considered the question. 

His Lordship analysed 
Chauhan where Dr Pelting had 
also applied for an order under 
section 28(3(0 of the 1990 Act that 
he should be allowed to provide 
legal services and conducr die 
litigation for the appellant who 
appeared in person. 

Having referred to sections 17 
and IS of the I99Q Act Lord Justice 
Neill had there set out Dr Pelting^ 
arguments in support of his 
application: that die appellant 
needed skilled assistance for the 
proper conduct of his appeal: that 
he did not wish to apply for legal 
md: that Dr Felling could provide 
satisfactory legal services at a 
cheaper rate, calculated to be 
about a tenth of the charges made 
by a solicitor; and that unless 
authorised by die court Dr Felling 
could not charge for any litigation 
sendees. • 

In Chauhan Lord Justice Neill 
had refe rre d to die documentation 
then drawn to the courts attention 
by Dr felling which he provided 
for people willing to take advan¬ 
tage of his services and to his 
advertising material 

He had stressed that in die 
documentation he made it clear he 
did not have professional indem¬ 
nity insurance and was not entitled 
to rights of audience or to conduct 


malting care orders in respect of 
her children. 

Section 34 provides: "(4) On an 
application nude by die authority 
or the child, the court may make 
an order authorising the authority 
to refuse to allow contact between 
the child and any person who is... 
named in the order." 

Mr Rod eric Wood. QC and Mrs 
Diane Barnett for the mother Mr 
J. Michael Liebrecht for the focal 
authority: Mr Stephen W. S. Cobb 
for the guardian ad litem: the 
father did not appear and was not 
represen red- 

LORD JUSTICE SIMON 
BROWN said that counsel for (he 
mother sought to criticise the 
judge's approach. 

He submitted that the section 
34(4) order should never have been 
made in the fust place: the focal 
authority’s care plans were not 
sufficiently advanced at that stage 
to justify such an order. In the 
result, he contended, the judge 
aught to have revoked it when the 
opportunity arose on the mother's 
application. 

In his Lordship's view, a section 
34(4) order should not be made (a) 
while there remained a possibility 
-of rehabilitation of the child with 
the peraoo in question, or jb) 


litigation unless enabled to do so 
by the court under the 1990 Act. 

He had also submitted that one 
of the statutory objectives was the 
provision of new and better ways 
of providing services: that if he 
were ro act there would be greater 
expedition and efficiency. 

He had further made it dear 
dial if the applicationwere granted 
in that case, he contemplated 
making similar applications in 
other cases and making a career of 
providing legal services at a frac¬ 
tion of the cost of a sofienor- 

Those arguments bad been re¬ 
jected and die application refused. 

-His Lordship said that Dr 
Felling, apparently the chairman 
of a registered charity: East 
London Families Need Fathers, 
had set out his submissions in 
support of his application in 
correspondence both to himself 
and to the court office: 

Dr Pdling said that, inter alia, 
he had appeared for the appellant 
in the court below; that he had 
entered the case because of his 
position in a society which 
specialised in fathers' rights and 
provided legal advice and assis-. 
tame to its member s : that he had 
the requisite knowledge and 
experience; and that Parliament 
had favoured persons with special¬ 
ist knowledge acting for others in 
certain family law matters. 

His Lordship said dial a direc¬ 
tion on the present question was 


merely against the possibility dial 
circumstances might change in 
such a way as to make termination 
of contact desirable. For an order 
to be justified, a probable need to 
terminate conflict must be foresee¬ 
able and not too remote. 

On that approach, his Lordship 
would regard die orders made by 
the judge in December 1994 as 
having been justifiable. 

Given that die above was die 
correct approach to the malting of 
a section 34(4) order, in what 
circumstances should it be dis¬ 
charged? More particularly. whaL 
if any. inhibitions were there on a 
person's entitlement to seek such 
discharge? 

Clearly such an application 
must be considered by the court 
with the child's welfare in mind as 
the paramount consideration, save 
only in the very limited circum¬ 
stances provided for by section 
91(17) when the court’s leave was 
required. 

That said, it was plain that there 
must be demonstrable some ma¬ 
terial change erf tircumstance 
bewteen die making of the section 
34(4) order and the application to 
discharge it The .courts were 
obviously entitled to screen out 
what were essentially no more 


called for. He could see consid¬ 
erable arguments which could be 
advanced to the effect tint the law 
as it presently existed was not 
appropriate and should be relaxed 
in someway. 

However, it had not been re¬ 
laxed. TheAa governed the situa¬ 
tion: it gave the court a discretion 
but made it dear by its terms that 
die discretion was to be exercised 
only in exceptional circumstances. 

Dr Peffing was conducting assis¬ 
tance in roe litigation process 
which was out of accord with the 
spirit of the Act 

Whether rights of audience were 
to be granted was a matter for the 
mures respoosibtlny. given fay 
Parliament and called for its 
careful consideration. It was nor a 
maner for the consent of the 
parties. 

Those with rights of .audience 
were subject to stringent require¬ 
ments and Dr Felling could not by¬ 
pass them. 

Where the court had applica¬ 
tions of the present kind by Dr 
felling or others in his position 
they should pause long before 
exercising its -discretion in their 
favour. Although considered in¬ 
dividually the collective effect 
would be to by-pass the Act. 

_ He would refuse the application. 

Lord Justice Waite and Lord 
Justice Waller agreed. 

Sotidrora: Daniel & Harris, 
Kflbum. 


than disguised appeals against the 
original orders. ' 

His lordship* conclusion was 
that the court should initially have 
two main interlocking consid¬ 
erations in mind: fizst. the extent to 
which rireumstances had changed 
from when the order was orig¬ 
inally made and second, bearing 
those changes in mind, the extent 
towhich ft now seemed appro¬ 
priate to reinvestigate the central 
question. 

The court should ask itself: 
where on the specrum of proce¬ 
dure should that particular 
application be placed? dearly the 
greater the apparent change in 
rireumstances, the more inten¬ 
sively would the court be prepared 
to reconsider the desirability of 
leaving the section 34(4) order in 
place. 

In the present case, on the facts, 
his Lordship would dismiss die 
appeal so far as it concerned one of 
the children but would allow the 
appeal and discharge the section 
34(4) order in respect of the other 
diild. 

Mr Justice Holman agreed. 

Solicitors: W illiams Macdougail 
& Campbell, Worthing; Mr E. M. 
Haldsworth, Chicester. Bennett 
Griffin & Partners. Worthing. 


Power to agree highway works 


Terminating children’s contact with parents 


Chancery Division 


Chancery Division 


Investment company within Act 


Cook (Inspector of Taxes) v 
Medway Housing Society 
Lid 

Before Mr Jusifcc Ughmun 
| Judgment December 19) 

A housing association, registered 
under the Industrial and Provident 
Societies Act 19n5. was an invest¬ 
ment company within (he meaning 
of section 130 of the Income ami 
Corporation Taxes Art 1955 and is 
such was entitled for corporation 
Liv purposes to cam forward 
excess changes on income. 

Mr Justice Ughmun su held in a 
reserved judgment in the Chan¬ 
cers Division dismissing an ap¬ 
peal by (he Crown brought b> wav 
nf in-igmating motion imm the 
dcttTnurratinnnfa special commit 
sinner (Dr J. F. Avery Jones' that 
had allowed an appeal hv liv; 
Medway Housing Scwery Ltd 
against an assessment to corpora- 
turn tax im Us profits for the period 
to March 3L 1994. and a determ¬ 
ination to the tax under section 4!A 
of the Taxes Management Act 
lira 

Section 13U of the 1"5S Art 
provides: "... 'investment enm- 
panv 1 means any ownpanv whose 
business consists wholly cir rrumlv 
iu the making of investments and 
the principal put of whose mantle 
is derived therefrom.. .* 

Mr Timothy Brennan for the 


Crown; Mr Kevin Prosser. QC. for 
the housing society . 

MR JUSTICE UGHTMAN 
said that the society was formed as 
an industrial and provident society 
(n acquire the housing stock of 
Rochester upon Medway City 
Council In 1990 it purchased, with 
loans from the council and from 
banks, the council's housing stock 
of S.031 units for C77 million. 

Thereafter it continued the coun¬ 
cils housing policy but on more 
efficient lines with financing from 
the private sector, ensuring a 
surplus of rent over outgoings to 
result in the repayment of the loans 
over 19 years. 

The question was whether die 
soaeiy was entitled to deduct and 
carry forward for deduction pur¬ 
poses (he expenses of manage¬ 
ment, a term that included salaries 
and interest on borrowing, in 
computing its profits for corpora¬ 
tion tax. It was only so entitled if h 
fell within the section 130 definition 
of an investment company. 

It was common ground that the 
word "making" included 'hold¬ 
ing". that the society was a 
company and that the principal 
part of its income was derived 
from its bousing portfolio. The 
issue was whether its business 
consisted wholly or mainly in the 
making of investments. 


That involved two questions: 

1 Did the housing portfolio in die 
hands of the society constitute an 
investment? 

2 Was the business of the society 
that of making investments? 

The term “investment” meant 
the laying out of moneys in 
anticipation of a profitable capital 
or income return. The society was 
nor run to break even: the housing 
portfolio was intended over time to 
produce a profitable capital and 
income return. 

If the society had been a 
commercial company there could 
be no doubt that the portfolio 
would constitute an investment 
and its business would be that of 
making or holding investments. 

No different condusison was to 
be reached because ihe society's 
object were set out in its rules. 
Those rules made dear that the 
society's objects were to provide 
housing to those in need a( rents 
they could afford. Thai was en¬ 
tirely consistent with the society 
purchasing property with a view to 
making a profitable return ret ils 
purchases and lettings. 

On principle the purpose and 
nature of the business of the society 
was that of holding investment in 
the form of the housing portfolio 
and none the less so because in so 
doing its object was to fulfil the 


social purpose of providing afford¬ 
able housing. 

The authorities justified and 
supported that conclusion. In 
determining whai was the busi¬ 
ness of a company for the purposes 
of section 130 it was necessary to 
have regard to the quality, purpose 
and nature of the company and Us 
activities and that included the full 
rireumstances in which the rele¬ 
vant assets wore acquired and 
retained, including Ihe objects 
clause in the memorandum of 
association of a taxpayer and the 
objects of a society such as the 
instant one as revealed in its rules. 

It was relevant to have regard to 
the actual activities carried on by 
the taxpayer at the relevant date, 
but if those were viewed without 
regard to its post history or future 
plans they might give only a 
partial and incomplete picture. 

The critical question was 
whether the holding of assets to 
produce a profitable return was 
merely incidental to the carrying 
on of some other business or was 
the very business carried on by the 
taxpayer, in the instant case the 
very business of the soriety was the 
provision Of housing at a return 
below the market return, hut none 
the less a return producing a 
profit. 

Solicitors: Solicitor of Inland 
Revenue: Trotters & Hamlins. 


Needles phobia put 
child in danger 


Limit to powers of 
county court 


In re L (Patient NotKoasro- 
soal treatment) 

Before Mr Justice Kirkwood 
(Judgment December I?) 

.An extreme phobia against needles 
amounted to on involuntary 
a impulsion sufficient to disable a 
patient from having the relevant 
mental ouniprtcna? u> make treat- 
menr derisions and accordingly ir 
was tn the patient's best interests 
that the vuun should nuke a 
declaration (hat she should receive 
ihe treatment (hat her medical 
adviser* were advocating 

Mr Justice Kirkwood so held in 
the Family Division when making 
a declaration on an application as 
to the lawfulness nf a medical 
procedure tu w hich (he patient had 
such a aversion that she was 
unable tn give her consent, nanudy 
to be anaesthetised by means of an 
injection before being delivered of 
her child fry emergency operation 

Mr ftofrert Francis. QC. for the 
applicant; Mr Michael Hindi- 
diDe. solicitor, as amicus tunae. 

MR JUSTICE KIRKWOOD 
said that the severe phobia about 
needles put L*s health, and that of 
her unborn child, in jeopardy. 

It was accepted that L wished to 


be safely delivered of her baby and 
apparently she had consented to 
any medical procedure, including 
delivery by emergency caesarian 
section, necessary id achieve (hat 
except for penetration of her skin 
with a needle while she was 
conscious. 

Medically, it was highly in¬ 
advisable to administer an¬ 
aesthetic by any other method. 

Tameside and Glossop Acute 
Services Trust v C. tf. (|W9b| 1 FLR 
7621 established that it was lawful 
to provide treatment necessary to 
save life ami which was in the 
patient's best interest where that 
patient was unable tn commu¬ 
nicate a decision through lack of 
mental competence. 

Here the extreme needle phobia 
amounted to an affliction of a 
psychological nature which com¬ 
pelled L against medical advice 
with such force that her own life 
was imperilled and she was ren¬ 
dered incapable of weighing rele¬ 
vant treatment in the balance to 
make a choice to theemeni that she 
lacked the relevant mental com¬ 
petence to make the treatment 
derision. 

Solicitors: Le Brasseur J. Tickle; 
Official Sal idler. 


Devon County Council v B 
Before Sir Stephen Brown. Presi¬ 
dent. Lord Justice Pill and Sir 
Pairicfc Russell 
(Judgment December II) 

Any jurisdiction the county court 
had derived solely from statute. It 
had no inherent jurisdiction of its 
awn and therefore was not able to 
grant an injunction in core 
proceedings under section 31 of the 
Children Art 1989. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
when, inter alia, allowing the 
appeal by a mother against die 
order of Judge Wigmore in Plym¬ 
outh County Court an January H. 
1996 when, in support of a care 
order, he granted an injunction 
which purported to prevail the 
mother from entering the town in 
which the child was then living 
under the care plan. 

Mr George Meredith for the 
local authority; Mr Richard 
Hickmei for the mother Mr 
Lawrence Deegan for die father 
Mr Michael MeMDe-ShreeVt for 
the guard ran ad litem. 

THE PRESIDENT said that the 
local authority had applied to the 
county court judge for the injunc¬ 
tion under the court's inherent 
jurisdiction. 

However D v D (County court 


jurisdiction• Injunctions) QI993J 2 
FLR S02) had established that the 
county court had no inherent 
jurisdiction in relation to the 
exercise of statutory powers in 
children's cases nor did it have 
jurisdiction under either the Adop¬ 
tion Art 1976 or the Children Art 
1959. 

The provision of section 100(3) of 
the 19S9 Act had not been drawn to 

the judge's attention but that 
dearly slated that "no application 
for any exercise of Ihe court's 
inherent jurisdiction with respect 
tu children may be made by a local 
authority unless the authority have 
obtained the leave of (he court". 
That meant the High Court and 
here no leave had been obtained. 

Confusion had arisen with cus¬ 
tody cases predating the 1959 Art 
where the county court did have 
statutory powers to grant an 
injunction for the protection of the 
child but these were not private 
law p roc eed in gs. Accordingly the 
injunction would be set aside and 
the appeal allowed. 

Lord Justice KB and Sir Patrick 
RusSefl agreed. 

Sol id tors: Mr Roger Gash. Exe¬ 
ter; Wulferstans, Plymouth; Stan¬ 
ton & Walker. Chesterfield: GUI 
Akaster. Plymouth. 


Pension benefits for trustee 


In re Landau (a Bankrupt) 

Before Mr Justice Ferris 
(Judgment December I6J 
The benefits under a pension 
policy effected by a bankrupt 
before his bankruptcy but which 
became payable after his dis¬ 
charge did riot amount to property 
which was acquired after the 
bankruptcy. 

Those benefits were choses in 
action which comprised property 
belonging to the bankrupt at the 
commencement of the bankruptcy 
and vested in the trustee in 
bankruptcy by virtue of section 306 
of the Insolvency Act 1986. They 
were therefore payable to the 
trustee in bankruptcy and not to 
the discharged bankrupt himself. 

Mr Justice Ferris so hdd in the 
Bankruptcy Court of the Chancery 
Division on the application of Mr 
Michael Albert Pointer, the trustee 
in bankruptcy or Mr Ivan Aubrey 
Landau in regard to a pension 
policy with the National Provident 
Institution (NPI). 

Miss Sandra Bristol! for Mr 
Pointer. Mr Guy Newey as amicus 
curiae: Mr Landau did not appear 
and was not represented. 

MR JUSTICE FERRIS said that 
Mr Landau was bom on February 
9. 1929 and on April 2b. 1952 he 
effected with NPI a policy in terms 
which had been approved by the 
Inland Revenue pursuant to sec¬ 
tion 226 of the Income and 
Corporation Taxes Act 1970. 

The policy was issued in consid¬ 
eration of monthly premiums pay¬ 
able until January' 1999 arid 
provided for the payment to Mr 
Landau on his survival to his 
seventieth birthday of an annuity 
of E4.424 with profits during the 
rest of his life. 

In 1989 Mr Landau converted 
the policy into a fully paid policy’ 
under which no further premiums 
were payable and he also exercised 
his right to alter the date on which 
(he annuity would become payable 
by stipulating that that would be 
his sixty-fifth birthday instead of 
his seventieth. 

On May 3, 1990 a bankruptcy 
order was made in respect of Mr 
Landau and in December 1990 Mr 
Pointer was appointed his truster 
in bankruptcy. The liabilities in 
bankruptcy acceded E250.000, a 
substantial part of which re¬ 
mained unsatisfied. 

in May 1993 Mr Landau was 
discharged front bankruptcy 
pursuant to section 279 o( the ltiSb 
Art. That discharge did not have 
any effea on the functions of the 
trustee in bankruptcy or the opera¬ 
tion of the bankruptcy legislation 
in relation to Mr Landau^ estate. 

After he attained the age of 65 in 
1994 Mr Landau sought to obtain 
the benefits payable under the 
policy. NPI communicated with 
Mr Former seeking his confirma¬ 
tion that he had no objection to 

that. 


Mr Pointer gave the matter 
some consideration and ultimately 
contended that he was entitled to 
receive both the lump sum and the 
annuity and that he and not Mr 
Landau was entitled to exercise the 
rights of the annuitant 

The basis of that contention was 
that the policy became vested in the 
trustee in bankruptcy as part of 
Mr Landau's estate pursuant to 
section 306 of the I9S6 AcL 

Mr Landau resisted that conten¬ 
tion. NPI generally supported Mr 
Pointers view and paid to him the 
lump sum of £11:549. The annuity 
remained unpaid pending the 
outcome of the court proceedings. 

As a matter of classification. Mr 
Landau's bundle of contractual 
rights under the policy constituted 
a chose in action and it fold that 
character at the time of the 
bankruptcy order. 

On tiie face of it therefore it fell 
under the definition of property 
and the fact that at the commence¬ 
ment of the bankruptcy nothing 
was immediately payable under 
the policy did not alter that in any 
wav. 

If it were right to regard die 
policy nor as property belonging to 
Mr Landau at die commencement 
of his bankruptcy but os "property 
which has been acquired by... the 
bankrupt since the commence¬ 
ment of the bankruptcy" then it 
would nor have voted in Mr 
Pointer but would be after ac¬ 
quired property which could only 
be obtained for Mr Landau'S estate 
by means of a claim under section 
307. 

On that view of the nature of the 
policy it would only have been 
acquired by Mr Landau when he 
attained the age of 65 and by that 
time he had been discharged from 
bankruptcy and it was no longer 
possible for Mr Pointer to daim. 

in his Lordship’s judgment how¬ 
ever. it was impoabfe to take that 
view of Mr Landau's interest in (he 
policy. At the commencement of 
his bankruptcy he had a present 

right to compel NPI ro make 


payments under the policy in the 
future. 

Thai was an immediate diose in 
action. Mr Landau had in relation 
to the policy, the same chose in 
action on the date of the bank¬ 
ruptcy order as he had when he 
attained the age of 65 and that 
latter event did not result in 
anything being acquired by or 
devolving upon him. 

Was the policy or the annuity 
payable under h caught by section 
310 of the 198b Art? If the benefit of 
the policy or the annuity was the 
income of the bankrupt far the 
purposes of section 310(7). then it 
could only be claimed by Mr 
Pointer from Mr Landau's estate 
by means of an income payments 
order under section 310(1), but 
section 310(6) prevented such an 
order being made now, since the 
bankruptcy had been discharged. 

His Lordship said that an the 
ordinary meaning of die language 
used in section.310 he would have 
no doubt that the seen cm had no 
application to property or income 
which vested in die trustee under 
season 306. 

Property or income which so 
vested could noL on the face of it. 
be a “payment in the nature of 
income which is from time to time 
made to [the bankrupt) or which he 
from time to time becomes en¬ 
titled". because it ought to be paid 
to the trustee and only the trustee 
was entitled to iL 

Correspondingly die trustee had 
no need to obtain any order for the 
purpose erf getting such income 
into the bankrupt's estate, for it 
would be payable to the trustee 
automatically by virtue of tiie 
vesting. 

Doubt was introduced only by 
reason of the fart that the statutory 
predecessor of section 310 of the 
1986 Act, which was section 51(2) of 
the Bankruptcy Art 1914. and the 
equivalent provisions of earlier 
bankruptcy statutes were hdd ro 
apply both to property which 
vested in the trustee and ro 
property w bich did not so vest. 

The question was whether the 


reform of the law of insolvency by 
the Insolvency Acts of 1985 and 
1906 had changed that The 1985 
Act followed upon, although it did 
not in all respects adopt, the 
recommendations of the Cork 
Committee Report of the Review 
Committee on Inso lvency Law and 
Practice (Cmnd No 8558). 

The vesting provisions of the 
1914 Art were not commented upon 
by die committee but it did, 
however, recom m end an im¬ 
portant change in respect of the 
vesting of after acquired property. 

The result was that by statute the 
bankrupt's estate was now defined 
in a way which confined it to 
property belonging to or vested in 
the bankrupt at the commence¬ 
ment of the bankruptcy and cer¬ 
tain other property which was to 
be treated as comprised in die 
bankrupt's estate. 

His Lordship concluded that the 
intellectual freight imported by 
earlier decisions was not such as to 
lead him to depart from the 
conclusion which he would other¬ 
wise reach as to the scope of section 
310 on die basis of its language. 

Therefore the right to payment 
of the annuity payable under the 
policy vested in Mr Pointer as pan 
erf Mr Landau's estate on his 
appointment as trustee in bank¬ 
ruptcy and section 310 had no 
application to it when it became 
payable. 

The annuity was therefore pay¬ 
able to Mr Pointer as part of Mr 
Landau's estate and not to Mr 
Landau htmsdL After the right to 
receive the annuity became vested 
in him. Mr Pointer ws die only 
person entitled to exercise die 
options conferred by the policy as 
die annuitant. 

It followed that Mr Pointer was 
entitled to commute part of the 
annuity for a lump sum. as he had 
done, and that lump sum was part 
of Mr Landau's estate just as the 
commuted part of die annuity 
would have been if ft bad been 
payable as the annuity. 

Solicitors: Pothecary & Barrett; 
Treasury Solicitor. 


Court’s power to assess 
part-paid claim 


Oak Tree Leisure Ltd v R. A. 
Fisk and Associates and 
Another 

in a case involving concurrent and 
several claims where the plaintiff 
accepted a sum oT money paid into 
court by one defendant and pur¬ 
sued die case against the second 
defendant, h was for the court to 
consider and assess the daim itself 
in the absence of an 
apportionment. 

The Court erf Appeal (Lord 
Justice McCowan. Lord Justice 
feter Gibson and Lord Justice 


Hutchison) so held on November 
26 when it allowed an appeal 
brought fry the second defendant, 
W. Feamtey and Sons (Salford) lid 
against the decision of Judge 
Giliiand. QC sitting on Official 
Referee's business, giving judg¬ 
ment in favour of the plaintiff for 
£2,928. 

LORD JUSTICE PETER GIB¬ 
SON said thatthe judge had relied 
an Townsend v Stone Toms & 
Partners (a Firm) ((1984) 27 BLR 
26) to establish, inter alia, that it 
was not necessary ro have evidence 


to put a value on the dahn. 

In his Lordships judgment, the 
court in Townsend was dearly 
contemplating that there should be 
a proper assessment of the true 
value of the pfaintiffTs daim, based 
on evidence. 

Where there had not been any 
apportionment under Order 22, 
rule 1(5) of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court and no material 
provided by the plaintiff to prrrv* 
its claim, it was for the court to 
consider and assess the daim 
itsdL 
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Tribulations of Euro presidency demand Dutch courage 


The leaders of The Netherlands were left reeling the last 
time they were at the EU helm, Charles Bremner writes 
from Brussels. They believe that the next six months back 
in the job will demand “sobriety in difficult times” 


A KING-SIZE headache settled on the 
Dutch Government today, with little 
chance of relief for another six months. 
The ailment, otherwise called the presi¬ 
dency of the European Union, is a drain 
on smaller srarcs ar rhe best of times, but 
The Netherlands’ latest bout comes with 
complications. 

Taking over rhe rotating honour from 
Ireland,'the centre-left Government of 
Wim Kok must extract enough consensus 
from a malaise-stricken EU to deliver a 
new version of the Maastricht treaty in 
Amsterdam next June. With little accord 
among the 15 members on how to revamp 
the Union for enlargement, the job would 
be galling enough without the imminent 
British election. 

At the same time, the Dutch, among the 
more fervent of EU members, must 
prevent wobbling in the Far more ambi¬ 


tious project for monerary union as the 
candidates struggle to pass the year-long 
entrance exam which also opens today. 
Membership of the currency club will be 
awarded in spring next year on the basis 
of economic performance in 1997. To the 
dismay of monetary union enthusiasts. 
Britain will then hold the EU chair. 

The Netherlands is still suffering from 
the hangover from its last rime in the 
chair, in 1991. when it poured its federalist 
dreams into a draft of the Maastricht 
treaty which was then rejected by all the 
others. Mr Kok's team are now vying with 
each other to set low expectations. Hans 
van Mierlo. the integration-minded For¬ 
eign Minister, is playing presidential 
hopes in the minor key. “1 would call it 
sobriety in difficult rimes.” he said. 

like Klaus KJnkel. the German Foreign 
Minister, who stepped into the British 


Euro-agony this week. Mr van Mierlo 
makes no bones about the implications of 
the British elections. 

He is worried that Labour will fight 
with the Conservatives on Eurosceptic 
territory, limiting London's scope for 
negotiation in the weeks after the election. 
“If the European question is used nega¬ 
tively to win a maximum number of votes, 
it will be difficult to conclude a good 
treaty.” he said. Like many of their 
colleagues across the EU. Dutch officials 


are privately hoping for a Tony Blair 
government. They do not imagine a 
Europhile revival from Labour and they 
share the conventional wisdom that a 
Blair administration would stay out of 
monetary union at the outset. But they 
believe that it would give enough ground 
on such issues as the national veto to get 
the “Maastricht II" treaty onto paper. The 
job may still, they acknowledge, have to 
be handed over to the Luxembourg 
presidency for completion in the autumn. 


The “British problem” barely masks the 
discord among the rest over the big 
questions that are still nowhere near 
agreement despite nine months of treaty 
talks at the inter-governmental confer¬ 
ence flGQ. These range from curbingthe 
veto and centralising control over fron¬ 
tiers and foreign policy to revamping the 
commission and giving more power to the 
European Parliament. 

Dispute over the Commission pis the 
smaller states, who want to keep their 
right to a seat in the Brussels executive, 
against the big ones which say the 
consequent jumbo commission would be 
a fiasco when the EU soon adds new 
members from the old communist bloc. 

Under its mercurial Gaullist President. 
France is causing as much anxiety among 
the Dutch as Britain. Jacques Chirac has 
been running a feud with Mr Kok over 


The Netherlands* liberal drug laws since 
he took office and he could force the issue 
as the EU tries to harmonise c rime and 
frontier policy at the 1GC. President 
Chirac picked a new fight ai last month's 
Dublin summit by signalling reluctance 
id endorse the widely expected appoint¬ 
ment of Wim Duisenberg, a Dutchman, 
as chief of the European Central Bank, 
the future custodian of the single 

currency. , , ^ 

Beyond the Chirac quarrels, the Dutch, 
like many others, believe that the fate of 
monetary union and the push for integra¬ 
tion will be fixed by events in France. In 
the climate of deep despair there over 
unemployment and the fate of the Gallic 
soul. France, it is feared, could turn 
against the goals of Maastricht and 
unhinge the partnership with Germany 
that drives the whole EU. 



Milosevic “cannot risk 
renewed sanctions” 


‘Bucharest 
scenario’ 
warning to 
Milosevic 

From Anthony Loyd 

IN BELGRADE 

THE Government of Presi¬ 
dent Milosevic of Serbia 
showed no sign of backing 
down to pro-democracy dem¬ 
onstrators in Belgrade yes¬ 
terday, despite facing one of 
the largest crowds seen in the 
capital during 42 days of 
protest 

Tens of thousands of anti¬ 
government Serbs jammed 
the snowbound streets of 
Belgrade in a candlelit pro¬ 
cession to protest against 
municipal election results 
that Mr Milosevic reversed 
in November. 

Riot police remained on 
the streets in strength and 
reports that the administra¬ 
tion was willing to compro¬ 
mise with recommendations 
by the Organisation for Sec¬ 
urity and CoHoperation in 
Europe, recognising the vic¬ 
tory of opposition candidates 
in some municipalities, were 
soon discounted. 

Vuk Draskovic the opposi¬ 
tion leader, said that Mr 
Milosevic faced a stark 
choice if he continued with 
repressive policies. "We 
[opposition M Ps] would have 
no option but to give back a II 
our political mandates. 
M i lose vie would face interna¬ 
tional sanctions once more 
and then what would hap¬ 
pen? There are already a 
million unemployed hungry 
Serbs here. Milosevic would 
face rioting across Serbia 
and disaster.” 

Mr Draskovic added: "He 
can chouse our option and 
recognise our victory, or face 
the Bucharest scenario” — a 
reference to the violent fall of 
the Ceausescu regime. 

Cl axons, bands and whis¬ 
tles echoed around Belgrade 
along with the sound of 
hundreds of chiming docks, 
brought out by die'demon¬ 
strators to toll symbolically 
for Mr Milosevic 
One elderly man said: “I 
am protesting here, and so is 
my son. We are prepared to 
see this through until the end 
so that our children will nol 
find themselves as I do now. 
old and stQJ demonstrating.” 


Iran cash funded 
Bosnian election 
victory, says CIA 

From Ian Brodie in Washington 


THE CIA was reported yester¬ 
day to have evidence that Iran 
secretly delivered at least half 
a million dollars in cash to the 
President of Bosnia before last 
September's election. 

The agency has discovered 
that the Iranians gave Alija 
Izetbegovic, a fellow Muslim, 
at least two pieces of luggage 
each stuffed with $250,000 
(E150.000) to help to pay for his 
victorious campaign, the re¬ 
port said. 

The CIA believes that Mr 
Izetbegovic has been “co-opted 
by the Iranians" and is now 
“literally on their payroll”, 
according to a classified report 
based on the agency's analysis 
of the issue obtained by the 
Los Angeles Times. Yet Presi¬ 
dent Clinton agreed to release 
$100 million in American mili¬ 
tary aid to Bosnia in Novem¬ 
ber even after the CIA 
uncovered the Iranian pay¬ 
ments and reported the infor¬ 
mation to his policy-makers, 
the report said. 

Mr Clinton had delayed the 
aid for months because of 
concerns about Iranian influ¬ 
ence in Bosnia. He let it go 
ahead only after deciding that 
the Bosnians had yielded to 
US demands for the with¬ 
drawal of foreign fighters 
sponsored by Tehran and had 
sacked Hasan Cengic. the 
Deputy Defence Minister, 
because of his links 10 Iran. 


One US official conceded that 
the Iranian cash payments to 
Mr Izetbegovic “gave us 
pause” and he was quietly told 
that they were “unacceptable". 
But Mr Clinton decided they 
were insufficiently serious to 
hair the flow of US helicopters, 
tanks, rifles and other military 
supplies intended to equip and 
train a restructured Bosnian 
army. Money for the pro¬ 
gramme had been pushed 
through Congress by Bob 
Dole before he resigned as 
Republican Senate leader to 
run for the presidency. 

Still, the Iranian influence 
in Bosnia remains a vexing 
problem and rhe CIA and 
others in Washington are not 
convinced it has dwindled as 
much as the Clinton Adminis¬ 
tration would like to believe. 

According to yesterday's re¬ 
port, electronic eavesdroppers 
and code-breakers at the Nat¬ 
ional Security Agency report¬ 
ed as recently as September 
that, despite terms agreed in 
the Dayton peace accords, 
members of the Iranian Revo¬ 
lutionary Guard remained ac¬ 
tive throughout Bosnia. The 
CIA reportedly blames Mr 
Clinton for encouraging the 
involvement in Bosnia of Iran, 
which Washington treats as a 
pariah nation for its sponsor¬ 
ship of international terror¬ 
ism. He sanctioned Iranian 
arms shipments to Bosnia to 


save the Government from 
collapse in April 1994 when 
Western weapons deliveries 
were blocked. 

The CIA estimates that the 
Iranians smuggled in about 
14.000 tonnes between then 
and now, at least double the 
estimates made public by the 
Stale Department Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard fighters 
and trainers poured into the 
country, doubling their pres¬ 
ence to 400 or more. 

A senior CIA officer was 
quoted as telling Congress in a 
secret deposition that the poli¬ 
cy of allowing arms into 
Bosnia was of great assistance 
in enabling the Iranians to dig 
in and establish good relations 
with the Bosnian Govern¬ 
ment. Americans would live to 
regret the policy when their 
troops were blown up “as they 
no doubt will be before this 
thing is over", the officer said. 

The report said that the 
dismissal of Mr Cengic had 
done little to reduce Iran's 
influence. Officials said at 
least one member of the 
Bosnian Muslim Cabinet was 
an agent of the Iranian intelli¬ 
gence service, according to the 
classified documents. 

□ Sarajevo: Bosnian Serbs, 
seeking to bolster their claims 
to statehood, are holding up 
mail destined for Serbcon- 
trolled territory, it was 
reported. (Reuter) 



Jorge de Jesus Ruiz threatens Cecilia Velazquez, a bank branch manager, during 
a police siege after his failed robbery attempt in Mexico City on Monday. After 
getting into a car with two hostages. Ruiz shot himself dead 


Polish 

From Roger Bo yes 

IN ZAKOPANE 
SOUTHERN POLAND 

KROPOWKI Street in Zako¬ 
pane glitters with all the 
authenacity of costume jew¬ 
ellery. The boutiques in this 
Polish mountain resort are full 
of sparkling, studded designer 
dresses and the shops are a 
match for Vienna or Baden 
Baden. Bur. as Jerzy Iwaskie- 
wiecz. a writer, says: "Beyond 
the high street and the tidy 
wooden chalets. Zakopane is 
going broke.” 

The wealthy of Central 
Europe are flourishing, but 
their riches are moving west¬ 
wards and the traditional 
playgrounds of the rich are 
beginning to look a linle 
faded. This is important 
because it was always as¬ 
sumed that the capitalist revo¬ 
lution would see prosperity 
trickle down from on high. 
Only that made palatable the 
great yawning gap between 
the new rich and the new poor. 

There are beggars in die 
streets, Aids victims and 


resort loses allure as big spenders go West 


homeless people; and there 
are scented women swaddled 
in mink stepping out of dark- 
windowed limousines. In this 
sense Polish cities are indistin¬ 
guishable from London or 
New York. 

But in Central Europe they 
have had to discard half a 
century of egalitarian propa¬ 
ganda and it still smarts that a 
New Year's Eve party in a 
Warsaw hotel can cost the 
equivalent of a doctor's 
monthly wage. A reporter 
making a new year round of 
shops in Warsaw was horri¬ 
fied to find a party dress 
priced at over ES00. site made 
her excuses, she says, and left. 

Zakopane, high in the Tatra 
mountains, was the St Moritz 
of the Warsaw Pact. The finer 
slopes may have been on the 
Slovak side of the border, but 
the Pbles understood how to 
make a commercial magnet 
out of this small, charming 
village of goatherds and dog 
breeders. 

Even under the commu¬ 
nists, Kropowki Street became 
a place to flaunt Italian sun¬ 


glasses and designer ski suits. 
Some of the wealthy roughed 
it, staying with richly reward¬ 
ed local families, but nonethe¬ 
less held their antic apres ski 
parties in the luxurious Kas- 
prowy Hotel perched above 
the village. 

Under communism there 
was private wealth, some of it 
legally acquired. Farming was 
in private hands and green¬ 
house owners, growing flow¬ 
ers or tomatoes, prospered. So 
did boutique owners, record 
producers, artists with over¬ 
seas contracts, fashion design¬ 
ers, confectioners, silk man- 
ufaaurers. money changers 



and gynaecologists with pri¬ 
vate abortion facilities. 

Their social season could be 
charted easily: summer in the 
dachas around the Mazurian 
lakes, winter in Zakopane, 
parries in the Polish capital’s 
renowned Architects' Club, in 
the most miserable days of 
martial law, when meat and 
sugar were rationed and lava¬ 
tory paper was a rarity, there 
were five Rolls-Royces purring 
around the country. 

Now the world has changed 
and you notice it quickly in 
Zakopane. "The money has 
moved to the Alps." Twaskie- 
wicz, a long-time visitor to the 
resort, says. There are a few 
concessions to Western trends 
— young snow boarders in 
baggy trousers are in vogue — 
but on the whole Zakopane 
has lost its fizz. The wealthy of 
Central Europe see no point in 
spending their cash in the 
East. Increasingly they buy 
houses in Andalusia and Ken¬ 
sington and winter in South 
Africa or Gstaad. Switzerland. 

Zakopane prices remain out 
of reach of ordinary Poles and 


even the educated middle 
classes who could find low- 
cost niches outside the resort 
are giving up or confining 
their trips to five days instead 
of a fortnight It is a similar 
story in other resorts. Mra- 
gowo. an exclusive hotel in the 
Mazurian lakes, once an at¬ 
traction for rich weekending 
Poles, is now dependant on 
German tourists searching 
nostalgically for what they 
regard as their lost lands. 

After the revolutionsof 1989- 
90. underground wealth ed¬ 
ged above the surface. The 50 
richest Poles, listed in 1991, 
included men {no women) 
with interests in meat process¬ 
ing, former raring drivers and 
sports stars who had managed 
to grab Western car dealer¬ 
ships, and building magnates. 
Now five years on, some of 
these people are in deep water. 

The magazine Sukces this 
month lists 50 wealthy busi¬ 
nessmen, starting with a prop¬ 
erty dealer aocused of em¬ 
bezzling some hundreds of 
thousands of pounds, who 
have strayed from the straight 


and narrow. The police are 
hunting for the absconding 
developer and five of the 50 are 
living abroad; 15 are under 
arrest- At least half a dozen of 
those mentioned on the “anti¬ 
list” were regarded five years 
ago as the winners rather than 
the villains of the capitalist 
revolution. 

What lias changed is -that 
capitalism is becoming more 
staid in Central Europe and 
works increasingly within le¬ 
gal confines. In 1991. as in 
Russia today, the social equa¬ 
tion in Central Europe was 
that wealth bought power. In 
1997, the formula is that 
wealth buys respectability. A 
dozen private schools are weU 
established in Poland, al¬ 
though there is an increasing 
trend for wealthy people to 
send their children to British 
public schools. 

The great difference be¬ 
tween the Polish rich of a 
decade ago and die rich of 
today is income tax: for die 
most part it is now paid 
without question as part of the 
price of upward mobility. 



Reporters 
visit Peru 
hostages 

lima: For the first time since 
Peru's hostage crisis began, 
journalists were allowed yes¬ 
terday into the Japanese Am¬ 
bassador's residence. As they 
approached, rebel gunmen in¬ 
side the compound shouted 
insults against the Govern¬ 
ment and denied that they 
were terrorists. 

President Fujimori ap¬ 
peared to soften his earlier 
stance against the rebels when 
he said he would consider 
granting them safe passage 
out of-the country if they 
released the captives and lay 
down their weapons. (AP) 


Grand Canyon 
flights curbed 


Washington: Further restric¬ 
tions are to be imposed on 
tourist flights over the Grand 
Canyon in an effort :to cut 
down noise disturbance (lan 
Brodie writes). New rules 
include banning sightseeing 
flights from just before, sunset 
until just after dawn. Opera¬ 
tors must also replace nearly 
half their aircraft with quieter 
planes within four years, and 
cannot expand their fleets. . 


.328 years'jail 
in Mafia cases 


Palermo: A Sicilian court 
sentenced 38 mafiosi to a total 
of 328 years in jail in the final 
stage of a trial that started 
under the assassinated judges, 
Giovanni Falcone and Paolo 
Borsdlino, more than a de¬ 
cade ago. The court in Paler¬ 
mo readied verdicts in several 
cases, including the so-called 
Pizza Connection heroin¬ 
smuggling ring. (Reuter) 


Russians protest 
over arrests 

NewYork: Russia protested to 
America after two diplomats 
assigned to the UN got into a 
fracas with New York police 
over a parking ticket A Rus¬ 
sian and a Belarussian had 
parked illegally and die police 
hauled the Russian from the 
car. The Belarussian then hit 
one of the officers and the two 
men were arrested briefly. 

Tunnel rescuers 
free travellers 

Tbilisi: Rescue teams working 
with bulldozers and armoured 
vehicles evacuated scores of 
travellers . who had been 
trapped for days inside an 
avalanche-blocked tunnel in 
the Caucasus Mountains. The 
site was expected to be fully 
cleared of stranded motorists 
by today, officials said. (AP) 


Veterans outraged by 
medals of dishonour 

From James Bone in new york 


THE Pentagon has dropped 
America's principal maker of 
military decorations after the 
family-owned firm sold un¬ 
authorised copies of the na¬ 
tion's highest honour. 

HLI Lordship Industries. 
bused in New York, produced 
300 extra Medals of Honour 
for sale to collectors at $75 
(E45) each. The medal has 
been awarded 3.401 times for 
extraordinary valour in com¬ 
bat since its creation by Con¬ 
gress in 1861. mostly post¬ 
humously. Only 170 living 
servicemen possess the award. 
The maximum penalty for un¬ 
authorised weiring of the 
decoration was raised recently 
to a year in prison. 

Lordship Industries had 
been the medal's sole author¬ 
ised manufacturer since rhe 
late 1970s and its most recent 
cuntract was for 600 medals — 
but it made 900. The extras 
were discovered by an off-duty 
FBI agent, a former US Navy 
ScaL who spotted a pair of 


them on sale while browsing 
at a military memorabilia fair 
in New Jersey. 

The company pleaded guilty 
to making false medals. Its 
lawyer admitted that two of 
the three brothers who ran the 
company had known abour 
the forgery, but said they had 
since been removed and that 
none of the firm’s 120 employ¬ 
ees had been involved. 

A court itt New Jersey 
imposed the maximum fine of 
$80,000 and ordered the com¬ 
pany to repay rhe $21500 it 
had earned from the sale of the 
unauthorised medals. True 
Medal of Honour recipients 
and their families have a right 
to be outraged by iheir con¬ 
duct.” District Judge William 
Bassfer said. 

“It is a theft of our respect It 
is a rape of our ideals,” said 
Paul Budia, a retired army 
captain and a president of the 
Congressional Medal of Hon¬ 
our Society, who earned his 
decoration in Vietnam. 


Weakened Gingrich seeks new term 

From Ian Brodie in Washington 


A DEFIANT Newt Gingrich 
has decided to seek re-election 
as Speaker of the House of 
Representatives next Tuesday, 
even if his punishment for 
ethics violations has not been 
decided by then. 

The Republican leader's det¬ 
ermination to run was an¬ 
nounced yesterday as his allies 
strove to shore up support and 
Democrats continued to de¬ 
mand his resignation. 

The Republican leadership 
organised a mass conference 
call for rank-and-file members 
to reinforce solidarity after one 
backbencher. Michael Forbes 
of New York, declared he 
would not vote for Mr Ging¬ 
rich. A former Gingrich loyal¬ 
ist. he said dynamic leader¬ 
ship was needed at the start of 
the new Congress from some¬ 
one who was nor weakened by 
the ethics struggle. 

At least ten other House 
Republicans have said they 
are unsure whether they will 
support Mr Gingrich. His 
closest advisers privately ex¬ 
pect more defections but still 
believe he will survive. It 
would need 20 Republicans 


out of 227 to abstain for him to 
be defeated. 

Mr Gingrich himself, nor¬ 
mally so loquacious, remained 
silent and out of sight as the 
struggle over fas future raged. 
Columnists and editorials 
have taken up both sides of the 
argument, with many noting 
it would be ironic for Mr 
Gingrich to be driven from 
office over one ethics issue 
while President Clinton, who 
faces investigations into sev¬ 


eral alleged abuses of power, 
remains unscathed. 

Twelve days ago Mr Ging¬ 
rich acknowledged breaking 
House ethics rules by provid¬ 
ing inaccurate information to 
investigators and failing to 
ensure that his televised coll¬ 
ege course complied with laws 
barring the use of tax-exempt 
charitable funds for a partisan 
political project. Republican 
leaders immediately described 
the violation as no more than a 


misdemeanour and confident¬ 
ly announced that Mr Ging¬ 
rich would be re-elected as 
Speaker. In the meantime, 
they said, the ethics committee 
would meet to deride his 
punishment, which they im¬ 
plied would amount to no 
more than a slap on die wrist. 

This plan has come partially 
unravelled. The ethics com¬ 
mittee, evenly balanced be¬ 
tween Republicans and 
Democrats, has been unable 
to schedule a quick meeting to 
dispose of the complainr. 

Even worse far the Republi¬ 
cans. Jim McDermott, the 
committee's leading Demo¬ 
crat, has decreed that in spite 
of Mr Gingrich's admission of 
guilt, the matter cannot be 
deal t with in a matter of hours 
as the Speaker and his sup¬ 
porters had hoped. 

Tune will be needed for the 
four ethics members who car¬ 
ried out the investigation to 
brief the other six about the 
case. In short, rhe Democrats 
are determined that the com¬ 
mittee's work will not be 
finished before the vote next 
Tuesday. 



Mr Gingrich being sworn in for the first time in 1994 


Diamond deal with 
Moscow loses glitter 

From Richard Bbeston in Moscow 


ONE of the most enduring 
and extraordinary partner¬ 
ships in modem Russian hist¬ 
ory formally came to a close 
last night when De Beers, the 
Sooth African diamond com¬ 
pany, terminated its contract 
to sdl Russian diamonds on 
the world market 
In a move with potentially 
damaging effects on the price 
of diamonds, and the cartel 
controlled by-De Beers, the 
company said that From today 
it would not longer recognise 
the contract to sdl Russia’s 
rough diamonds. 

"From January our. formal 
commitment falls away,' said 
Raymond Clark, the De Beers 
representative in Moscow. He 
added that the company 
would continue to buy Rus-. 
sian diamonds, buf outside the 
formal relationship which had 
endured for nearly 40 years. •* 
Until yesrerday, Russia’s 
annual sale of diamonds; 
through' De Beers* Londoiir 
based Central Selling Organr 


isation, was valued at 
E727 million, about one quar¬ 
ter of the cartel's annual sales. 

De Beers was forced to ad 
after months of largely fruit¬ 
less negotiations wim the Rus¬ 
sian authorities on a new 
agreement. Under the old 
terms, Russia was supposed to 
sell 95 per cent of its gem- 
quality diamonds to De Beers. 
However, the South Africans 
became increasingly frustrat¬ 
ed by the-diaotic state of the 
Russian industry and claimed 
that substantial "leakages" of 
Russian stones were turning 
up on the world market 

The irony is that De Beers 
had- a far more successful 
trading relationship with 
Moscow when the two sides 
were supposedly implacable 
ideological foes, with South 
Africa under white minority ' 
rule and the Kremlin con¬ 
trolled by the Communists.' 

Privately, industry analysts 
believe that a fresh agreement 
is possible. - 
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on power 

From James Pringle in hong kong 
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freedom, to have more .than 
one child. ThearcouM alsobe 
a mad rush of 0 HD«e hoping 
for a part m;Haog : Kong's 
jKTisperity- .. : . 

. Thas -thirf-pctenfiaDy deal*-: 

gross due jn iOcto^G^whffl ; 

. Mr! Jiang -yM- cement his 
supporters mpower, and tad 
toewayin ptargying for Gn- Vl j 
‘jaa’s future ifito toe new. nnfcj 
r temfe g a ‘WjHp be a- 6 ttur»! 


WERE be to die now, Deng 
Xiaoping's passing could ncrt 
conse. at a woree.-time for - 
China’s present de fecto lead¬ 
er, 70-year-old Jiang Zemin, 
who wears the three caps of 
. President. ConmtunjstPatty 
chief arid top-Wtoaiy man 
as chairman of fofe military 
affair s commission: 

Mr Jian g, a lacklustre engi- 
' neer, has beat named the 
"core" of the third generation, 
of leadership - 7 - after Map and 
Mr Deng — so his suaxstion 
is not in any real doubt if Mr 
Deng should succumb soon. 

But 1997 could be host to 
three potentially destabilising 
events, observers say. One is 
the death of Mr Deng, a titanic 
political figure who from- a 
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is not in any real doubt if Mr mg foain iwfe^Mr Deng. who. j 
Deng should succumb soon, '. once said that .‘’’fo get not« ; 

But 1997 could be host to 'glorious’’. It wfl b tfapugjv .be , 
three potentially destabilising just as politically: reprcssjveas 
events, observers say. One is Mr Jang^strrves to retain Ins. 
the death of Mr Drag, a titanic . hold on power by 
political figure who from-amembers tf ..'his ^Shanghai 
firm comrade-in-arms of Mao ’.. MafLa"fromthe dty he served 
on the Long Mardt became a as pajty chief. 
believer in free enterprise — .. • “TbiS. coming_ year ls^-fte 
but not prJrtiral freedoms- 'most impoitaotTn China for a 
and transformed China with . long said one fong- 

economic reforms in 1979. :. serving, diptosstf m.fBang 

The second is the transfer of recently. “A fot.couldhappm. 
Hong Kong's sovereignty after' fhougfc Jiang , g l i kfiiy to 
150 years from-Britain m... _nnM l -iie,.«w , « ™ 
r hma at midni g htrm June 30. ■ present' Hbwtwer. ms.grip on. 
Marty Chinese WQl-be itching power m Deng’S toamngyw” 

fra- the same future minor. - isnotaiwrtit^as^agayed 
liberties, should they matter formerly by past leaders so 
ialise, that are promised to the Deng's death ^nowy/ould be 
former British, cdfony under '. ™ 

the operation of “one country, , doubt that Deng is ffl, and, as 
wo systems”, particularly the . 

Vii<c ability to hear and even to 

.wltr an/Mn Ntinffirai w ■ 


•yj 






-SftrSV- .. 

















'* •?- 


succeeding Deng • 


EttJk andto converse." 

tff PWig- the Unpopular Prc-: . 
nrier 7 who is credited wstii the 
violent suppression-.of; the; 
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colonial ‘disgrace’ 


By Ouk Foweign Siot: 


CHINA’S resumption of sov¬ 
ereignty ovtsr'Hong Kong.this - 
year wHL finally'diinmate a 
100 -year-<rid ‘National dis¬ 
grace* era tiie country’s door¬ 
step, President-Jiang 2013111 
said yesterday in a new year- 
address. . 

In a broadcast aimed at 

overseas -listeners of China. 
Radio International, Mr.Jiang 
also spelt out a warningto. 
Taiwan to stay in line in 1997. 

"The return of Hong Kong 
id the motherland will wash 
away a ceirtuiy-old nairaiMl 
disgrace and signal a agnifi- 
cant victory in .toe'.Chinese 
people’s struggle toward nat¬ 
ional reunification," said Mr 
Jiang, who is also the General 

0 .£ wnmimiet 


Tp g to the.authorities in na- 
tiraiaUst Taiwan io av oid any 
repetition of their.; overseas 
tnps in 1996 aimed at brew ¬ 
i ng the.-island's diplomatic i 
isolatioa.; • -•= ’ 

“The Taiwanauthorities are 
well advised to respect nat¬ 
ional interests, to cease an 
activities designed to split toe 
motherland,.. and to make 
practical moves toward the 
improvement of aoss^straits 
relations," Mr Jiang saw. 

-• Achieving. reunification at 
the earliest posable date was 
in the interests of both mam- 
- landers:and Taiwanese. “We 
Welcome Taiwanese people d! 
all circles to raise beneficial 
ideas and suggestions cai 
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The President emtfliasised 
that Hong Kong’S status as tot 
international firiance. trade 
and transport hub wratid re¬ 
main unchanged after me 
British colony reverts to Chi¬ 
nese rule on July l r ■ ■ . 

is my belief tiat cur 
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an -airocal fijr ftwng to j*- 
spond reasonably" to his 
rv*arf> proposals. He said his 
Govermnoit would not giw 


Sensapaod: Rescuers recov- 

tied about 60 bodies from a 
crowded train ripped apart by 
two bomb blasts m northeast¬ 
ern India. The authorities, 
who blamed tribal guerrillas 
for toe attack, said yesterday 
that they expected to find more 
victims in the wreckage. 

-Three, coaches were de¬ 
stroyed in the blasts after the 
train left Kokrajhar in Assam 
state; for Delhi on Monday, the 
police said.' A total of 63 
mjured people wane taken to 
hospital (Reuter) 

Envoy quitting 

. Seoul James Laney. the US 
Ambassador to South Korea, 
said he had submitted his 
resignation for personal rea¬ 
sons.: He described the Kore- 
an-American alliance as the 
“strongest ever”. (Reuter) 

Jailing anger 

- Delhi: Tibet’s govemment-in- 
edle condemned an 18 -year 
jail term for Ngawang 

- ChpepheL a Tibetan music 
scholar, imposed by China for 
al leged spying and demanded 
his release. |ReurerJ 

Strikes halted 

Seoul: South Korean unions 
marked thenewyear holidays 

by calling off strikes over a law 

that would strengthen em¬ 
ployers* rights, but threatened 
to wage fresh action in the 

public sector. fReuter; 
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Extra Savin gs 

There are only hours left to 
save even more with 
Furniture Workshop’s 
special Extra Savings. 

Do not miss out -Beat the 
deadline... We're open late 
until 8pm today! 


Our Biggest 
Ever 




nov/° n/ 


Choose anything 

It's Furniture Workshop’s 

Biggest Ever Sale. 
Choose absolutely anything. 
Pay no deposit, with 
4 years interest free credit 

and it’s yours free for the 
first year! 
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Supermodel Linda Evangelista finds the new MaxMara collection worth getting out of bed for, reports Grace Bradbcrry 


Why 
Linda 
wears the 
trousers 


I n 1951, Achille Mara¬ 
motti. an Italian lawyer, 
saw pierures of Audrey 
Hepburn in designs by 
the French couturier Hubert 
de Givenchy. Inspired by Hep- 
bum's gamine elegance, and 
by the skill of his mother, who 
ran a professional sewing 
school, Maramotti derided to 
create his own fashion label. 

The first col lection consisted 
of one coat and tw o jackets, ail 
three cut with dean lines. 
Nothing revolutionary, you 
might think, yet MaxMara 
was the first Italian fashion 
house to create ready-to-wear. 

Today, of course, we are 
deluged by labels. MaxMara 
stands for the reverse of auto¬ 
cratic fashion culture. Even 
the label's most devoted cus¬ 
tomers do not know the name 
of the figure-head designer, 
and that is because there is no 
such person. In-house design¬ 
ers are guided by outside 
consultants, some of them big 
names. Karl Lagerfeld, for 
example, was a collaborator in 
the Seventies, and Dolce & 
Gabbana contributed in the 
Eighties. The names are never 
divulged at the rime. The 
collections are intended to 
dovetail with women’s life¬ 
styles. They do not represent 
readymade lifestyles in the 
way that a Gucci outfit might. 

This philosophy explains 
the number of “diffusion" 
lines. The MaxMara collection 
is aimed at working women 
looking for glamorous, well- 
cut clothes that will last for 
several seasons. They want 
their wardrobes to be 
recognisably modem, but not 
trendy. Then there are 22 other 
labels, of which the best 
known are Weekend by 
MaxMara, Marella. I Blues, 
Sportmax and Pfennyblack. 
Afwut 17 are sold in Britain. 

None of the labels is associ¬ 
ated with a particular film 
star, or celebrity. Women as 
diverse as Isabella Rossellini 
and Liv Tyler, the young star 
of the Bertolucci film Stealing 
Beauty, have been seen wear¬ 
ing mainline MaxMara. Luigi 
Maramotti, son of Achille. and 
the company’s managing di¬ 
rector, has remarked that he 
would rather see a picture of 
Rossellini passing through 
Milan airport in a MaxMara 
coat, than an actress standing 
up at the Oscars in a dress she 
has been sponsored to wear. 


Swimming against the cur¬ 
rent fashion tide. MaxMara 
has also refused to go retro. 
The spring/summer 1997 col¬ 
lection contained most of the 
directional items included by 
other designers. There were 
wide-legged trouser suits, colo¬ 
nial-inspired jackets, tunic 
tops, asymmetrical neck-lines 
and abstract prints. But none 
had an obvious period feel.. 
This was deliberate. “I don't 
think retro can work because 
nobody wants to look back. 
everyone wants to look into the 
future.’’ Giorgio Guidotti, 
MaxMara's art director, says. 


Far left cream short-sleeve 
Nehru-collar jacket and 
matching trousers. £408 

Main picture: charcoal wool 
check tie jacket and trousers. 
£500 

Lott navy double-breasted 
pinstripe tailored jacket £330 
and matching trousers £120: 
navy shirt £98 

Betaw: wine-red Nehru 
collar sleeveless siS< shirt. £270; 
mulbenY-coloured 
trousers. £321 

Photographer- j • .. 

STEVEN MSSEt 
Model: *■ 

Linda Evarrgefista 
Hair and make-up: 

GSron andlsaLffen Merrier 

v' '} \ 

Maxmarg stockists: . 

32 Sloarte Street, SW1. 
0171-235 7941 
153 New Bond Street, W1, 
0171-491 4748 
Harvey? Nichols, 

?: KnigfttsOridge. 0171-235 5000 
’ Harrods. Krughtsbridge, 
0171-7301234 
. Seffridges. Wt, 0171-629 
.1234 

Matches, 37a High Street, 
Wimbledon, 0181-944 5366 
S8ks, 59-61 High Street, 
Tunbridge -Wells.. 



mpor 

woman who travels and wants 
to be modern, to have a 
personality. She doesn’t want 
to look like Evita one season 
and Cleopatra the next" 

The advertising campaign, 
featuring Linda Evangelista 
photographed by Steven 
Meisel. is intended to reflect 
tliis. Evangelista was allowed 
to select her outfits. She fell in 
love with the trouser suits. 

It is impossible to create 
images without some refer¬ 
ence to the past and in this 
case the inspiration was Lou¬ 
ise Brooks and the Twenties. 
“Bui what we definitely didn't 
want was retro.” says Guidotti 
— the distinction is between 
the past as a reference point, 
and as a pattern book. The 
self-conscious Seventies styl¬ 
ing of same the more cutting- 
edge designers is anathema to 
the MaxMara ethos. 






EVERYTHING 

INCLUDING 

THE GALLEY 
SINK. 


The biggest chandler/ score in the world secs up shop from 
January 3rd until the (2th. You've never seen anything like it 
Never seen so many sailboats and powerboats. Or so much space 
to see them in. This Boat Show is the best ever, because it’s aimed 
directly at real enthusiasts. Their interests. Their passions. 

Miss it. and you really will have missed the boats 


THE LONDON INTERNATIONAL 

Boat Show 


i3& 


A changing room 
of one’s own 


T here are few times when a woman 
feels herself quite so much the victim 
of the consumer society as when she 
enters a high street changing room. Even in 
the more expensive stores, the cond itions are 
frequently cramped, and offer little in the 
way of privacy. 

Why is it that the curtains are never quite 
wide enough for the space? Why do the 
doors not meet the ceiling? And why are so 
many changing rooms without minors, 
forcing us to parade out in front of other 
people's husbands and boyfriends (and, if 
we're gluttons for punishment, our own)? As 
Virginia Woolf might have written had she 
shopped at Kookai. all one wants is a 
changing room of one’s own. It’s really no 
wonder that women become 
conspiracy theorists when it 
comes to changing rooms. If the 
mirrors aren't warped then the 
lighting is deceptive. Do I really 
look this good — or. more often, 
this bad? And if you can't find 
fault with either of those, then 
there's always the suspicion that 
the assistants are trained to harry 
people out before they notice the 
obvious design flaws. 

Hugo Tugman. the architect 
behind several new shops, in¬ 
cluding the new’ Jigsaw Mens- 
wear in Manchester, is perplexed 
by the accusations of devious design: “One 
of the modern myths is that we've got it all 
worked out ft's a lot more based on gut 
feel." 

Just to get (he record straight Tugman's 
changing rooms all contain mirrors, mount¬ 
ed flat against the wall with no aUempt to 
distort the image. But not all his cubicles 
will be as private as the consumer might 
like, because while customers would doubt¬ 
less like to change behind padlocked iron 
doors, retailers are into "permeability**. 

At the very least shop assistants want to 
know if there is anybody in there. If retailers 
think they can get away with it, they will 
deprive customers of individual mirrors. 
“There’s always a debate about whether it’s 
good to have them in the changing rooms," 
says Tugman. “Some retailers are very 
upfront and want to get at the customers. 


‘Women 
are more 
automated. 
They want 
everything 
ordered’ 


That either means having them wander out, 

. or making the doors so small you can peak 
over the top." 

Men won't put up with the same degree of 
"permeability" as women. The psychology 
of shopping is very different," explains 
Tugman. “Women are more automated. 
They want everything to be ordered. Men 
want something more relaxed and 
unintunidating." 

In Jigsaw Menswear in Manchester the 
doors go from floor to ceiling, though they 
are constructed from vertical skits, angled to 
let the light in: “The assistants could tell if 
anyone was in there and could speak 
through the slats." But men have the luxury 
of being able to struggle into their trousers 
without someone Singing back a 
curtain to ask; "Everything all 
right in there?” 

Only one minor deception has 
been practised on the men of 
Manchester, the ceiling is pink, 
and so a warm light diffuses the 
store. Many customers would 
doubtless recoil at the idea that 
they were seeing their dothes in 
rose-tinted mirrors, .but appar¬ 
ently they don't notice. 

What most of us crave, of 
course, is daylight. Tugman in- 
sists that architects simply can¬ 
not simulate this in a shop: “You 
can get light fittings that look like daylight, 
and they make you look like death. Daylight 
is so powerful you can never recreate it with 
artificial light" 

Instead. Tugman favours warm white 
lights — not so cold as to render one corpse¬ 
like. but not too cosy either “It needs to look 
chic." And he never puts spotlights directly 
above the head: “Strong directional light can 
be very unpleasant" 

More unpleasant than being in a chang¬ 
ing room, however, is queueing for one. 
which explains why so few contain, so much 
as a sfooL No- wonder some women now 
resort to the ruse of “unshopping"— buying 
several items hurriedly, then taking most of 
them hock within the 14-day grace period. 

Grace bradberry 
style Editor- 
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want to 




Drowning in the rising tide of chaos — the only way to get yourself out of a mess such as this, \igella Lawson believes, is to undergo a complete personality change 


1 don’t believe in new year resolutions 
any more than I believe in Vakn-. 
tine's Day cards: if you need the 
impetus of an officially designated 
day to show either your resolve or your 
affection then neither can be worth 
registering. But this year I falter. 

Today is the day I start being tidy. Hie 
fart that 1 decided this some two weeks 
ago. is, I do rather 
pathetically see, a sure 
sign of my own bad 
faith. 

If I really were positive 
about changing ray de- 
pressingly messy ways, T 
would have started 

clearing up as soon as Pd 
made the decision,: 

rather than postda¬ 

ting it 

this is the trouble, 
though, with being a 
messy person. One feels 
so^n gulfed try impend¬ 
ing chaos that even to 
begin to put a bit of order 
into one's life " is 
frightening. " 


^uqying up requires 
thget one.throws oneself 
infcrthe mess, andhwr>-< 
can one hurl oneself into 1 
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thfi abyss When even Nlgella LCCWSOn 
standing on the edge . 
peering in is terrifying? 

NotalJ messy people feel like that. Some 
don’t even notice the squalor in- which 
they live. Others actively prefer it I, 
unfortunately, am a messy person who 
hates mess. 

How hard, you may ask, can it be, then, 
to tidy up? But being messy is like being 
fat those who amsider themsrtves to have 
a wright problem know that the way to • 
solve it is to eat less, but somehow 
in - practice it doesn’t feel that 
simple 

• If J, far example found it easy enough 
to tidy up. I wouldn’t be so trapped in the 
mess of my own making now, just as' 
those who have no trouble eating sensibly 
tend hot to put on weight in the first 
{dace. 

I think there is a further connection, 
noticnafly speaking, between being over¬ 
weight and bring messy. IPs about 
control, or lade, of it However disparag¬ 
ingly we might speak about those rigor¬ 
ously disciplined people who exercise 
absolute control on themselves told their 
environment we tend to admire them, in, 
admittedly^ an envious fashion. 

This is, after all, tire age of the control 
freak, and even if there is something 
intimidating and rather un-cosy about the 
sort of person who never has a pound or a 
piece of paper out of place, it is an 
uricosiness that has a confounding way 


of looking like an accomplishment 
Why fat, cm the other hand, inspires 
such loathing, out of proportion to any 
mens aesthetic dismay, is that it smocks of 
lack of restraint, of a dreaded inconti¬ 
nence. And it's the same with mess. 

I’ve noticed that people who are tidy 
often draw attention to it In an awful-me 
sort of way, that Implies that although 
theyYe paying lip-service 
to the notion of nearness 
as a neurosis, secretly 
they are pleased with 
their orderliness, and 
know were impressed, 
too. 

Victoria Wood, for ex¬ 
ample, can make jokes 
about being the sad sort 
of character who has to 
get her knic-ker drawer 
sorted and catalogued 
before she can do any 
work because the out¬ 
come of such obsessive 
behaviour is that every¬ 
thing will be tidy, and 
that is an unoontested 
good. 

- To go back to the fat- 
messy analogy I’d say 
that, in a sirailarway, we 
have more sympathy for 
anorexics than we do for 
_compulsive eaters. 

Someone whose mental 
disorder shows itself in not eating at least 
gets thin (and l promise that’s how a lot of 
people think: if it sounds mad, it may be, 

but still don't write to me as if _ 

it’s what / think) but someone 
whose unhappiness makes 
them eat too much just gets fat. 
and that is where we lose 
sympathy. Were too appalled 
to be concerned. 

But there it is: I have 
resolved this New Year's Day 
to shed several pounds' worth 
of scribbted-on envelopes, out- 
af-date press releases, shop¬ 
ping lists, phone messages arid 
faxes — and this is just in my 
study. The rest of the house is 
groaning under the weight of 
old clothes, old letters and _______ 

invitations (again), lost socks 
and a duller so dispiriting even to 
contemplate, that I wont 
Tidying up is not alone the answer, I do 
see that Experience has taught me that 
the relief is short-lived. A week or so after 
one of our sporadic blitzes, the piles start 
mounding up again. 

What is needed is a personality change. 
That would be dangerous, of course. The 
dynamic works at present if only because 
1 am married to someone messy enough 
to add to the confusion, to contribute 


significantly to the hellishness of it all, but 
sufficiently unmessy to be able to take it 
all in hand ocastonally and — much more 
important — to be able, always, to feel that 
tile fault is really mine: 

Just as relationships can founder when 
alcoholics dry out, so 1 wonder whether it 
would be dangerous to try to tidy up my 
acL 

That, again, is a delaying tactic. But the 
trouble with being seriously untidy is that 
it is hard to see where to start. I will be 
able to answer my letters (and to those of 
you who have been good enough to write. 
1 promise 1 will) once Ire done my 
accounts. Or that’s what I tell myself. 
And I'm going to do my accounts 
soon. Or that is what 1 tell my accoun¬ 
tant 

Some weeks ago I mentioned, for some 
reason, that 1 wore the same thing to more 
or less every party I went to. 1 have come 
to the conclusion, after brutally honest 
reflection on the subject, that the real 
reason is probably because it’s the only 
outfit 1 can lay my hands on. Most of my 
clothes lie in a black dusty fug at the 
bottom of the wardrobe, or are still in 
hopefully folded piles on top of the 
washing machine, waiting, in vain, to be 
ironed. 

I don't think 1 am quite an irredeemable 
slut I keep myself and my kitchen clean, 
but I need a great deal of help to keep the 
chaos at bay. I have come to the 
conclusion that my resolution to become a 
tidy person will be realised only if first 1 
resolve rather energetically to be come a 
rich one. If l had the money (and believe 
_ ; me, it would take a lot) I 


This 

problem is 
all about 
control, or 
at any rate 
about the 
lack of it 


believe I could pay myself out 
of this mess. 

I once went on holiday, to 
stay with friends who'd rented 
a house complete with a reti¬ 
nue of staff. She cooked, her 
husband made drinks and 
their nieces did the cleaning, 
washing and ironing. Believe 
me, there wasn’t the opportu¬ 
nity to be messy. I have never 
warned a grand life, or to be 
rich, but now 1 can see ihe 
point. I don’t want flash cars 
or clothes. 1 don’t want several 
large houses and I don’t want 
to go shopping all day (well, 
maybe just on some days) but what L 
would love is to have several people very 
well paid (I wouldn’t want to exploit 
anyone, and the fair wage would have to 
be a large one) to look after me. And I 
mean look after I need someone who can 
decide which drawer my tights should go 
in and then make it their life's work to 
keep them there. 

In the meantime though, l do see, I am 
just going to have to go upstairs and tidy 
up — ana I may be some time. 


Paying over £250 for 
Car Insurant*? : 






NEED A 
HOLIDAY?... 

SINGLE 

OUT THE 
BEST COMPANY 
AVAILABLE 

Hciiidavo i weekends 
for Single people. 
You'll never Iravs-? 
! ?;or , <? again. 
Age groups 30-49 or 50-39 

Sing now for a brochure 

0181 951 2811 



When dothes make the man 


I now have three identi¬ 
cal scarves. all Christinas 
presents from my mother. 
They are no ordinary scarves 
They are of double thick wool, 
with Viking runes on them, 
and they have bobbles at 
. either end. Iftave long consid¬ 
ered taking them back, but the 
Orkney Islands are a long way 
to go. Instead they fake up an 
abrord amount of space. The 
idea of wearing them is 
mccmcrivable. 

From time to time I have 
wondered why my mother has 
so completely failed to appreci¬ 
ate my innate good taste, 
■persisting in giving me the 
land of garb that is not only a 
sartorial disaster, but is so 
dearly not my style. I see 
myself as a rather raffish 
dresser,' unconventional bui 
elegant with clothes that ac¬ 
knowledge fashion in an airy 
sort of way without ever being 
trapped by- it. That at least is 
the intention. 

True. I occasionally rail 
short-of nry own demanding 
standards. I remember one. 
particular moment of disillu¬ 
sion when, .as an undergradu¬ 
ate at Cambridge, I acquired 
an olive-green French cordu* 
ray jacket, edged in leather, 
which I wore with, a blade 

polo-neck and drainpipe jeans 
J2-the fast word in rivegcwcke 
chic Jean-Paul Belmondo 
would have died for it Glanc¬ 
ing arroysdf in a shop 


Gifts reveal your 
true self, Magnus 
Xinklater says 

window, I suddenly saw some¬ 
thing rather appalling: a 
shambling figure with short, 
spindly legs, wearing what 
looked like an over-sized don¬ 
key-jacket — not so much 
Belmondo as Groucho Marx. 1 
immediately cancelled all pub¬ 
lic appearances and sat down 
to reassess, riot just my ward¬ 
robe but my life. 

Nevertheless, there have 
been moments of triumph. 
One thinks instinctively of a 
certain brushed denim suit 
from John Stephen, area 1965, 
so light around the crotch one 
could only wear it for two 
hours. I believe they still talk 
of it at the Flaming Club.. 

However. I digress. The 
point at issue is why my 
mother, who should know me 
reasonably well, has so mis¬ 
read mv character. It coukl, of 
course,’be simple eccentricity, 
or plain forgetfulness. She is, 
after all, 86, and might be 
forgiven for having acquired 
dements of both. Neverthe¬ 
less. in all other respects she is 
as sharp as a knife. Instead 1 
have begun to wonder wheth¬ 
er there might be some kind of 
sub-Freudian message here. 
Perhaps she thinks that this is 


really the person 1 am deep 
down: That inside this casual 
boulevardier with the Place Si 
Michel swagger, there is a 
tubby, muffled up, jolly, bucol¬ 
ic type trying to get out 

A nd then an even worse 
thought struck me. Per¬ 
haps she has sensed 
that this is the kind of person l 
am turning info anyway; per¬ 
haps she is merely helping to 
speed the process. I raced to 
my wardrobe to carry out an 
immediate audit What I 
found tltere came as a nasty 
shock. I discovered, not one, 
but two blazers with shiny 
brass buttons. There was a 
pair of brown, clumpy shoes, 
looking distinctly sensible. A 
stout jacket made of Harris 
Tweed only just hid a pair of 
yellow corduroy trousers, with 
room for growth around the 
waist There was a cloth cap. a 
golfing jersey. There was ... 
Oh God... a cardigan. 

That night I had a terrible 
dream. (was preparing to go 
out, and had donned my 
blazer, yellow corduroy trou¬ 
sers, dumpy shoes and doth 
cap. 1 turned and saw a thick 
woollen .scarf with Viking 
runes and large bobbles nr 
either end. 1 felt instinctively 
that it.was right for me. With a 
warm glow of pleasure 1 
reached out to pick ir up, and 
at thar point, 1 woke up. 

And it was true. 
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Rest Assured 

Buckingham Single Divan Set. Deep hand tufted mattress with 
traditional coil springs luxury fillings and Damask cover. 

Was £299.95 

STAR BUY 

£ 149.95 

HALF 

PRICE 

Silentnight as shown above? 

Heather Double Size Storage Divan Set. Mattress contains unique 
‘No Roll Together’ Ultimate Sleep System. Base has two side 
drawers and large end drawer. W&S £599.95 

STAR BUY 

£ 299.95 

HALF 

PRICE 

Cumfilux 

Ortho Backcare Double End Drawer Divan Set. Firm gauge Bonnel 

STAR BUY 

£ 329.95 

HALF 

coil springs, five layers of fillings, quilted mattress and firm top 
base. Provides firm comfortable support. W&S £659.95 

PRICE 

Millbrook 

Garnet King Size Pocketed Sprung Edge Divan Set. Mattress 
contains 700 individual pocketed springs with luxury fillings and 
Damask cover. Supported by a fully sprung base. W&S £799,95 

STAR BUY 

£ 399.95 

HALF 

PRICE 

Dorlux 

Anastasia King Size Four Drawer Divan Set with unique Flexiform 

spring system. Was £799.95 

STAR BUY 

£ 399.95 

HALF 

PRICE 

Sealy 

Ritz Double Sprung Edge Two Drawer Divan Set with Posturepedic 
sprung mattress.Torsion sprung base and luxury fillings. 

Was £859.95 

STAR BUY 

£ 429.95 

HALF 

PRICE 


FTIFT 1 duvet &; 

h K h h PILLOWS 

■ Bm ■ M ■ - UP TO £30 RETAIL PRICE ■ 

| Jk WITH ANY BED £299 OR OVER | 

| Take this voucher to your nearest Allied Bed stockist! j 


NEW YEAR BONUS! 


Allied carpets 


Rins 0181 466 4006 for your nearest Allied Bed stockist 
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■ THEATRE 1 

Jessica Lange 
triumphs in her 
West End debut, 
as Blanche DuBois 
in A Streetcar 
Named Desire 



■ THEATRE 2 

But Yule Better 
Change, Michael 
McArdle’s musical 
version of Scrooge, 
is a far from 
upliftin' 



■ DANCE 

The Royal Ballet 
celebrates the 
Christmas season 
in fine style 
with Ashton's 
Cinderella 



M RISING STAR 

Not too long ago, 
Emily McKenzie 
was working as a 
waitress in Oxford 
Street Now she’s 
starring in a panto 


4 I 

'tl 


THEATRE: A Blanche to remember from Jessica Lange; a night to forget with Scrooge and Bob Marley 


Life in the killing jar 



jennessee Williams's stage 
directions say thai Blanche 
DuBois. with her white 

_ dress and sanered nun- 

ner. resemble* a moth. He might 
more generously have compared 
the protagonist of his Streetcar 
Named Desire to a butterfly that 
has unwisely ventured into an 
aviary dominated by a bird of prey. 
Certainly that was the comparison 
that seemed best to sum up Jessica 
Lange's Blanche as she teetered on 
to the Havmarket stage last night 
and. her hands fluttering at her 
neck, her cheek and her forehead, 
proceeded to give a performance 
that combined Vulnerability with a 
delicacy and intelligence not nor¬ 
mally associated with moths. 

Blanche is the mosi memorable 
member of ihe collection of dramat¬ 
ic characters Williams once called 
“my little company of the faded and 
frightened and difficult and odd 
and {finely". Like many of his 
people, she is in flight from reality' 
and. like others, she is nostalgic for 
a South that as Williams also said, 
“had grace, elegance and an inbred 
culture and was not a society based 
on money". But Belle Reve, as her 
family mansion was almost inevita¬ 
bly called, has been mortgaged and 
drunk away. Now she has nowhere 
to take all her memories and 
dreams, fantasies and lies, but to 
her sister and brother-in-law’s 
shabby apartment in the wrought- 
iron quarter of New Orleans. 

With Toby Stephens's Stanley 
Kowalski sweatily embodying 
everything Belle Reve isn't, you 
never for a moment doubt that her 
visit will end in disaster. Peter 
Hall's production, although it fails 
.sufficiently ro acknowledge the heat 
of a Louisiana summer, sustains 
the proper rension and. when the 
climaxes come, achieves the neces¬ 
sary intensity. 

But a second and even more 
interesting conflict Is to be found 
within the war between faded 
gentility and urban brashness. 


A Streetcar 
Named Desire 
Haymarket 


That is Blanche’s battle with her 
own repressed yet irrepressible 
sexuality. Elia Kazan, the play's 
first director, went so far as to say 
that she was Williams's surrepti- 
.ious portrait of himself; "An 
ambivalent figure attracted to the 
harslmess and vulgarity around 
him at the same time that he fears 
it, because it threatens his life.” 

That was certainly true or Wil¬ 
liams. a promiscuous homosexual 
who hated his own weakness for 
rough trade. It is less true of Lange. 


for all her flirtatious undulatings 
and her Mississippi coyness. You 
never quite see the erotic need and 
craving beneath the precosity. But 
why pick an argument with acting 
that in most ways seems so right? 
Lange shows you the pinched, 
stricken face behind the brittle, 
glittering smiles and the pain and 
Uie panic beneath the ethereal 
charm. Add desperate bursts of 
anger, a sense of irony and even the 
odd hint that in a better world 
Blanche might have been a nice, 
natural woman, and you have as 
complete a performance as anyone 
should expert. 

Meanwhile, Imogen Stubbs 
brings plenty of warmth and 
energy to the not-so*rewarding part 
of Blanche's sister Stella, and 


Stephens reinforces his growing 
reputation with a Stanley who does 
much more than merely loll and 
slouch. He flashes insolent smiles 
and triumphant grins, he danger¬ 
ously smoulders and violently ex¬ 
plodes. yet keep you mindful of the 
fact that it is his house that is being 
invaded, his hospitality abused, his 
person patronised and insulted. 
You can see why Blanche hates 
him. You can also see why Stella 
cleaves to him. U is a performance 
that would not have disgraced the 
actor who created the role. Marlon 
Brando himself. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 

■ This review appeared in late editions 
of The Times yesterday 


Five in search of a laugh 


IN THE annual game of Musical 
Scrooges two colleagues carried 
off the Anthony Newley and 
Richard Briers versions, leaving 
me with Michael McArdle’s. 1 
cannot honestly say that his title 
(for he wrote, directs and plays the 
central role) led me to hope for a 
great deal from his enterprise. The 
prospect became bleaker on dis¬ 
covering that a coach party of 50 
had postponed their booking, re¬ 
ducing the audience to five, equal 
to the size of the cast 

We scattered few did our best to 
impart some jollity to our respons¬ 
es. partly out of respect for the 
cast's courage but mainly to cheer 
ourselves up on a chilly evening 
fitfully wanned by the show's 
ersatz mirth. Possibly, though 1 
would not be willing to take bets, a 
full house would make it all go 
with a zing. 

The press release calls what 
McArdle has concocted a Magical 
Musical Comedy but the only 
magic occurred during the inter- 


Yule Better Change 

New End, NW3 


vaL when from out of the ether two 
humans materialised and in¬ 
creased the audience to seven. 
Where could they have come from? 
! suspect one of diem was Marilyn 
Monroe, or rather, the actress who 
played her in the first half and 
never reappeared, representing as 
Monroe does the Spirit of Christ¬ 
mas Past. 

You will have guessed that this 
is no ordinary Christmas Carol. It 
has songs, also by McArdle. that 
allude to the work of others, mostly 
dead others; for instance, in one of 
the show's better jokes, Scrooge is 
visited by Bob Mariey's Ghost — 
Joanna Robinson under a top- 
heavy Rasta bonnet and curtain of 
dreadlocks. 

Mason Laird makes a decent 
stab at Buddy Hotly, groping his 
way blindly along the scenery, but 


he introduces a wretchedly written 
Cratchit scene, where Tiny Tim is 
played by a cardboard skeleton. 
Finally some familiar drumbeats 
bring us to Also Sprach Elvis 
Presley and the uplifting message 
of “You gotta live, you gotta love”. 

Production values are frugally 
distributed, and there is little 
evidence of a feeling for character. 
The rock stars who try to melt 
Scrooge's flinty heart manage to 
make him jig along to their beat 
but since what finally changes 
him is (he sight of his own 
gravestone, they could have saved 
themselves most of their trouble. 

I suppose the Feed wig dance at 
the Bar Humbug is another good- 
ish joke; which makes two in all. 
Dickens's book is a fable of great 
power; people cheapen, eviscerate 
or prettify it and cannot be stopped 
but their efforts should not be 
encouraged. This is rough and 
laboured theatre. 

Jeremy Kingston 




“A performance that would not have disgraced Brando himself’: Toby Stephens as Sfc 
and Jessica Lange—“vulnerability combined with delicacy and intelligence” —as Bl 


y Kowalski 
le DuBois 
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FLANDERS Opera, which services 
two delightful houses in Ghent and 
Antwerp, has just commissioned its 
first opera. The subject is promising 
— Laclos's Les liaisons danger- 
enses — and Ihe story has been 
skilfully transferred from epistolary 
novel to lyric drama. Yet a question 
mark remains over the choice of 
composer, the Belgian Piet Swerts. 

The process of recreating this 
classic of amatory intrigue on the 
stage was a protracted one in which 
three people, in addition to the 
composer, participated (moreor less 
harmoniously): librettist Dirk Van 
der Cruysse, conductor Patrick 
Davin and director Philippe Sireuil. 
Letter-writing, sensibly, features lir- 
ile. being replaced by flesh-and- 


Winning team but a no-score draw 

FLANDERS OPERA: Bariy Millington brings the news from Antwerp and Ghent 


% 


logue that is of necessity a drastic 
reduction of the original. And even 
if Jorge Jara's stunning array of 
period costumes occasionally con¬ 
fuses the picture. Sireuil's straight¬ 
forwardly representational pro¬ 
duction for the most part clarifies 
the action. There are few moments 
of real theatrical inspiration, though 
Sireuil's lighting creates resonant 
stage pictures. 


The real problem lies with 
Swerts’s score. The 36-year-old Bel¬ 
gian has always been something of 
a stylistic magpie. Debussy is an 
avowed model in Liaisons . but the 
orchestral textures lack the translLi¬ 
cence and subtlety of the French 
master’s, and the harmonic idiom, 
incredibly, is rather less progres¬ 
sive. Swerts’s opera could have been 
written 100 years ago and even then 
would have sounded old-fashioned. 


Francois Le Roux should have 
created the role of the Wcomte de 
Valmont in Ghent, but a throat 
infection forced him to mime the 
role while Olivier Lallouette did a 
vety creditable job from the side of 
the stage. Marilyn Schmiege (the 
Marquise de Merteufl) was a formi¬ 
dable co-conspirator and Lyne 
Fortin their chief victim, Madame 
de Tourvel. The orchestral contribu¬ 
tion, under Davin, was excellent 


Also alternating between Ghent 
and Antwerp is a brilliant produc¬ 
tion by Stephen Lawless of a 17th- 
century double bill: John Blows 
Venus and Adonis and Purcell’s 
Dido and Aeneas. The Blow is 
generally agreed to suffer by com¬ 
parison, but when the two are 
woven together as seamlessly as in 
Lawless’s production there is much 
to be said for seeing them in 
tandem. 


Benoit Dugardyn’s designs place 
both operas in a neo-Restoration 
interior with shuttered windows 
locking out on to, variously, a starry 
night, an Arcadian landscape or a 
Trojan fleet Semi-dad shepherds 
and shepherdesses (the superb Ma¬ 
ria Cristina Kiehr among them) 
cavort erotically, and school-uni¬ 
formed tittle Cupids give the action 
a contemporary slant 
Visual stimuli and expressive 
choreography (Andrew George) 
complement the inspired musical 
direction of Ren& Jacobs. Outstand¬ 
ing among the principals was 
Daniel Mobbs as Adonis, but Janice 
Hall’s Venus,- Susan Madean’s 
Dido and Ned Barth's Aeneas were 
hardly less impressive. 


THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL OFFERS 


LONDON 
Royal Opera House 

Jan 1.4 

• THE conductor John El¬ 
iot Gardiner returns to 
Covent Garden for the Roy¬ 
al Opera's production of 
Massenet’s sentimental 
comedy, Chirubin. The 
opera tells of the amorous 
adventures of young 
ChGrubin, a pageboy who 
finds every woman he 
meets attractive, in spite of 
the reforming efforts of the 
Philosopher, the man in 
charge of his moral educa¬ 
tion. and Nina, who self¬ 
lessly adores him. Will they 
finally win Cherubin over? 
Susan Graham sings the 
title role, with Elizabeth 
Futral and Alison Hagley. 
Theatre Club members can 
buy orchestra stall seats for 
£49 (normally E90 to £95). 
Tel 0171-304 4000 

GLASGOW 

Citizens Theatre 

Jan 6. IS (7pm): 7. 13 (2pm); 

1118pm) 

• BUY one adult ticket and 
get a child's ticket free 
(normally £250 to £5) for 
The Wizard of Os. Tel 0141- 
429 0022 

HULL 
New Theatre 
Jan 21 

• TWO rickets for the price 
of one (normally E050 to 
£950) for Willy Russell's 
comedy. Educating Rita. 
Tel 01482 2266S5 

BUXTON 
Opera House 

Jan 9.16.23 

• TICKETS half price (nor¬ 
mally £7 to £10) for foe 
Winter Repertory Season, 


THE-gaSfeTIMES 


to 




THEATRE 


whidt includes a tantali¬ 
sing thriller (The Business 
of Murder), a gripping cos- 
tome drama {Tudor Virgin) 
and a classic comedy (She 
Stoops to Conquer J. Tel 
01293 72190 

NORWICH 
Playhouse 
Jan 23-Feb S 

• SAVE £1 on tickets (nor¬ 
mally £1050 to £1250) for 
John Godber's award-win¬ 
ning comedy. Up 'n' Under. 
Tel 01603 766466 

Bromley 

Church 01 Theatre 
Jan 31,6pm 

• TWO £10 tickers for the 
price of one for Dein Perry's 
vibrant and energetic Tap 
Dogs. Tel 0181-460 6677 

BRIGHTON 
Ko media 
Jan 15-18 

• SAVE £1 on tickets (nor¬ 
mally £S to £750) for Mich¬ 
ael Mears' Tomorrow we do 
the Sky. Tel 01273 277772 

CARDIFF 
New Theatre 
Jan 2S-29 

• TICKETS £7 (normally 
E12 to E14) for The Three 
Musketeers, starring Chris¬ 
topher Biggins. Tel 01222 

S788S89 


TO JOIN the Theatre Club either send a cheque for E125U. made 
payable toTheTheatre Club, together with your name, address and 
telephone number to The Theatre dub. P.O. Box 2164. Colchester 
C02 8JL. or telephone 01206 225145 using your credit card. Please 
allow 28 days for delivery of your membership pack. For general 
inquiries call QI71-3S7 9673 




Star quality: Jonathan Cope and Dancey Bussell in Frederick Ashton’s Cinderella 

New girl at the ball 


BELINDA Hailey has been 
with the Royal Ballet for eight 
years, but as a first soloist she 
is still finding her feet in 
principal roles. The latest to 
come her way is Ashton's 
Cinderella, a sweet-tempered 
heroine well-suited to Hatley's 
agreeable stage persona. 

Her Cinderella is a demure 
creature, tenderly affectionate 
towards her ineffectual father 
and wistfully remembering 
her dead mother. She may be 
ili-treated by her wicked step¬ 
sisters. but she has the grace to 
forgive them. Her salvation is 
the escape into fantasy. a 
journey into the imagination 
which Hatley makes most 
persuasively. 

The ball scene includes 
some gruelling choreography, 
a hurdle that gave Hatley 
pause for thoughr. especially 


DANCE 


Cinderella 

Covent Garden 


when confronted by the mara¬ 
thon of turns that Ashton 
demands of his ballerina. But 
she has strong, quick feet 
(which one needs for AshtonJ, 
a pleasing softness to her line. 

1 and a musical sensitivity that 
floats over Prokofiev's rich 
melodies like icing on a cake. 

A last-minute cast change 
meant Hailey was partnered 
by her reaHife husband Mich¬ 
ael Nunn. They rarely dance 
together on stage, although he 
mikes a sympathetic and 
compatible Prince to her Cin¬ 
derella. 


The night before, Cinderel¬ 
la featured two of the estab¬ 
lished names of the Royal 
Bailee Darcey Bussell and 
Jonathan Cope. Bussell - s read¬ 
ing is surprisingly buoyant a 
life of drudgery in the family 
kitchen doesn't seem to damp¬ 
en her spirited determination 
to dream of better things. Her 
dancing was sunny and paced 
with a teasing musical iry. 

Cope, for his part, exuded 
true star quality. His first 
entrance as the Prince was a 
winning display of regal self- 
possession and romantic 
poise. Cope's splendid phy¬ 
sique is the envy of many a 
dancen now. it would appear, 
he is adding his own charis¬ 
matic glamour to nature’s 
wonderful gift 

Debra Craine 


GREAT BRITISH HOPES 


Rising stars in the arts firmament 
EMILY MCKENZIE 



Age: 22. 

Profession; • 

Actress. 

Currently playing: Her first 
professional job is playing 
Sara Crewe, the lead in the 
Christmas production of A 
Little Princess at the library 
Theatre in Manchester, 
adapted from Frances Hodg¬ 
son Burnett's book. “Doing 
both a matinee and an 
afternoon show leaves me 
really knackered,” she says. 

Before that she was working 
as a waitress in Selfridge*S, 
which was presumably even 
more tiring. • 

What do the cast think of her? “Most of them are a lot more 
experienced than me, so I have learnt a lot I did feel a bit out 
of my depth at first, but they have been really encouraging. I 
was impressed to find that Ronnie Barker's daughter is in the 
cast Like her Dad. she's got great timing.'* . 

Other than Selfridge’s, where did sfce train? After getting 
four A levels at West Kirby Grammar School for Girls, 
including a B in Theatre Studies (and oh E In E nglish) .- she 
studied theatre and 'media drama at. the .University of 
Glamorgan and . the Welsh College of Music and Drama, 
which she left last year. In May 1995. McKenzie won an 
acting commendation at die National Student Drama 
Festival in a production of a play called Let's Plav A Came 
Sony.. 

What else has she done? Give her a chance-—she's only 22. 
She has starred in a short film made by a fellow student 

What? Sandy she has been in The Bill! She hasn’t been 
approached. Yet . i. . • . . 

How about Casualty then? Please. That's enough. ‘ 

What does she want to do? “It’s great to-have any work, but 
I'd love to do a mixture of theatre, TVartd film. I'm one of the 
lucky ones so far." : - 

What do her parents think of her success? “1 had always 
wanted to be an actress, although initially they took a lot of 
talking round—neither of them have theatrical backgrounds 
— but they certainly getowted wherrthey dome and see me.” 
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■LANDMARK 


Amid the tacky 
charm of a cheap :. 

Florida itsdrt 

resides the home of 


mto outer space 



■ CHOICE 1 


John Eliot 
Gardiner conducts 
Cherubin at 
Covent Garden 

VENUE: Tonight at the 
Royal Opera House 


ARTS 









C ape Canaveral is in Florida 
birr not as Tom Wolfe record¬ 
ed in The Right Stuff, any 
part of Florida you would 
write home about When earmarked as 
a missile testing range in 1947. it was a 
strip of marsh and sandy scrub ,34 
miles long and five to ten miles wide; 
lying roughly between nowhere and 
die sea. Its most active residents were 
mosquitoes, rising in blackdouds from 
the alligator-infeSed swamps. ~. 

What the Cape did nave was 
geography. Far enough south to take 
some advantage from the Earth's 
rotational velocity to get - ~ 
satellites into orbit, and ' 
with plenty of Adantic to '• 

swallow up misfires, it 
offered the rocket men a TYMiV 

perfect playground. • • 

Wemher von Braun and ronm 

his German confr er es ~ 
had already launched _i_: 

more than 60 V-2s ai 
White Sands, New Mod- . . j v 
oo. but the desert wasn’t.' ' IflTO 
big enough for them. In 
May 1947 a rocket went 
die wrong way and. landed amid foe 
graves in a Mexican cemetery south of 
Juarez — a dear hint to move <sn: 

. The sense o f place is Jess intense in 
America than it is m Europe, no doubt 
because foere is so much more.place ro 
sense, and because the human- foot¬ 
print an most of it is so impermanent 
But by the same token, timem 
America moves fester, so {bar by 1974 
— less than 25. years •after its'first 


launch — foie. Cape way desfazedn.x.7»s^p(hJWde^gantry-An bid.shack, 
national historical site. Ari quite right. jmce used as a changing roam for 
too: it is a place steeped m our aD-too- swimmers hfave enough to ignore the 
recent yesterdays. 1 ■ vs- • ■ - •' .fire ants, was iurroundedby sandbags 

In 1981-1-spent'an unconifortahle" and-ltmaed into a. launch control 


recent yesterdays:' r 

In 1981 T spent an uncomfortable 
night at the Cape, wrapped in a blanket, 
in the bade of a hired Ford. > Ihe day 
before had been fixed far the.fust; 


blockhouse. ... 

As 100journalistswatched from the 
beach. Bumper 7 proved a total fizzle. 


launch of the space shuttle, and I had - Salt air had corroded its delicate 


set out at dawn from an Orlando motel 
for the easy 40mile drive, down US 
ALA for the launch. Me and several 
million others: with less than ten 
minutes of the countdown to go, Iwas 
stuck in a jam same distance from the 
she. . •“ '• 

Then providence; in the form of at 
faulty' computer, stepped in. The 
launch was'called off and rescheduled 
for two days later. Rather than risk a 
repeat of my h umiliat ion. I spent foe 

nigfo before foe launch in the car and 

watched, stiff-limbed, as Columbia 
finally made a perfect arc against a 
blue sky. A glass of champagne would 


innards, and it: never rose above its 
pad. Nor was this the last of the Cape's 
disasters, because, as befits a historical 

site, h.has seen failures along with its 
triumphs. Here foe hwmhatfan of 
Sputniks success was compounded by 
the fafltrre Arf a Vanguard rocket to 
reach even the nearby Banana River, 
never mind print; here, too, three 
astronauts foed in a fire when testing 
foe Apollo spacecraft, and here foe 
seven-strong crew of foe shuttle Chal~ 
lengerperished in 1986, in foil view of a 
shocked nation. _ . 

You might expect tim recent 
launches would have obliterated all 




have been welcome at this paint, but 
foe Cape in those days was an austere 
sort of plaice for ibe visiting press. You 
watched the launch from plain wooden 
stands or from a stretch of sparsely 
covered open ground in from, running 
down to a creek where alligators 
asKsitatfousty turned their backs on aS 
thefuss: 1 

The Cape marries foe austerity of an 
army base to the imp ermanence of a 
dsap resort The nearest town is 
Cocoa Beach, "so Low Rent that 
nothing on this earth could ever 
change it", according to Wolfe. 

_/ ’. Canaveral was origi- 

- naliy named by early 
CThe \ Spanish solars for its 
abundance of carte reeds. 

makeshift $£ 

cannot help 

i * * • • half-baked bid to rename 

Shilling - foe Cape after him. but it 
\ never caught an. and I 
tnrougn j • . can! say I'm sorry. There 
• are enough Kennedy me- 

■ ■ morials. already without' 

mid foe renaming a chunk of land which- 
alreadypossesses such a resemanr title. 

Thefirst laundi at the Capl in July 
1950, was of a rocket, oddly named 
Bumper?, a design dose enough to foe 
V-2 to be readily recognisable to foe 
slave labourers who buut von Braun’s 
rockets in foe last years of foe war. A 
layer of'amcrete 100ft wide was laid 
directly foe sandy soil'while steel 
scafoft&^Jjorrowcd from local paint- 



: A space shuttle is readied for blastoff at Cape Canaveral foe former Florida 
wasteland where mankind's biggest leaps are now almost commonplace 


evidence of the earlier ones, but that is 
not foe American way. Rather titan 
reconstruct a pad. it is easier to build 
another a little distance away, so much 
of tiie history'of the Cape is laid out in 
rusting gantries and long-abandoned 
blockhouses. From foe slit windows of 
one of them I remember squinting 
across a hundred yards or so to foe pad 
where a Redstone rocket lifted Alan 
Shepard in foe first American manned 
space flight Shepard had to wait so 
long on mat pad that he was forced to 
pee inside his space suit, a contingency 
never anticipated by Nasa. 

' By the time of the Apollo missions’ 
Saturn V launches — foe greatest noise 
ever created by man, bar none — 
things were bigger, and a bit more 
sophisticated. They needed to be: 
launching a Saturn V was the equiva¬ 
lent of hurling a full-size naval destroy¬ 
er ten miles in the air without breaking 
a thing on board. 

Today the Cape is definitely tourist 


country, with foe mosquitoes con¬ 
quered and a visitor centre that 
welcomes more than three million 
people every year. When I last saw it— 
and I mean no offence by this — Cocoa 
Beach retained its tacky charm, and 
the seafood restaurant at Port Canaver¬ 
al served fish straight from the deep¬ 
freeze while fishing beats sailed past 
the diners with fresh catches that 
would never see foe plate until they 
had been frozen in their turn. 

Space travel, critics have charged, 
lacks human qualities, and there is 
something in the complaint Certainly 
the sanitised version of events put 
about by Nasa publicists is long on 
firm-jawed heroes and short on foe 
very frailties that would make us 
believe them heroic. Visiting the Cape 
helps to set this right, for foe makeshift 
cannot help shining through. When 
next in Florida, spare a day from the 
world made by Disney, and visit a real 
one; a world where history was made. 


■ CHOICE 2 


Ronnie Corbett 
stars in Mother 
Goose, Bromley’s 
Christmas panto 

VENUE: Today at foe 
Churchill Theatre 
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-wt S-f i*BPS 

-X- Ki. - —A. 5 »— bSKJA MV! 

ft-th Banian 

3 zrz s c-eaB". snsers. 

tfersa uSy-jLrti’e'caitJG 

;kVC4.t Tumi 

Sri-C*sw .'i ZK4C~&or- Directed 
£T| ZiTi 5.T5JC A-v? iKW- 
rsswwt w Part of 

:: ec , '.3l 

PurceS Room aoc - '. San 1 . SE‘ 


FAMILY EVENTS 


A daily guld* to arts 
and entertainment 
complied by GBHan Haxey 


At£> (£77‘ TfOoy. 2 3£C«i and 7 2OT 
t-ipr uon-Ser. 2 30pr> 7.S0p*n. 

Sun lltm^d 2 30-r« UnW-l&n , :9 

ELSEWHERE 

BMOIMOHAU J;fcnBMdeyr/g.i«:', 
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■ ART A XrF-r-*,- Cz'J'tnsr 

jr r - a- : wav 

CT.TS ato^- Ver,;u-iip 
.-s?>£.- *e»*r—wr j-c -i- a'Tas- aw- 
i-’-e ii-.ai; t/y.-rKi.- Ai.-ir.j'. Zavzr 
WyndhaoT* Ciwa rz. 

"je-Sa! mats 
izr. Sa* arc ipn 

n0K3CDAREDEVIL Acwrne»&ol 
‘lx :iK in i^r.sar o' 

arc t-meygs UMtea. 
*sr-i7, P-a 1 VKraP ' Swn 
rzsr, vi! ' c cro.->a 

OrfBHd Sireti /.Cl iDi7i- 

Tue-S-i TjCcpi Urge 

-i'*5 

Z. A DOLL'S HOUSE 

i \y. J3vi Uct«* n 
A-r:-,- s itra-aaii. piocucor 
=■ kxe-. & » y&antaai caar* 
PtaybouM '&C2 

;J 1 7* -223 «4C‘i). Vor.-SS. 730w-> rral 

Siirrt- 

■ THE ELEVENTH 
COUMANDirafT Cowruvsicncd play 
now -zmear Da/i3 Sctwo«^t m 
rtT-i.-. re o^Eys s. Sirgie nan neairg 

-ol«i fA fSheilfi 

Seare'; -e ’jnses a guJ esn i mes 
ancJewer Uannt-A Lloyd C»eds 
H—pfadL Swiss Co-Tape Cense. 
NW3 10: 71-722 9201 1 Mon-SeL 8pm: 
tj! Sal S i'lpn UrtJ Jsruaiv IS 

■ GUYS AND DOLLS Actiaid Eyte 
re-.-jes p>s piatracr. o* me Frank 
Loesse« n^sisat ImeWa S-tacrtor 
raOEaMS tier roie ol Mbs Adelaide 


NEW RELEASES 

♦ DAYLIGHT |12) Syfuester Slafiane 
issues a i30ss-seel<xi ol hunamy 
trsm a tfaarg New Ytak juvra 
Amusmg olfl-sr/le d&as!er mow 
DraBor. Rob Cohen. 
ABCarBakarStraal (0171-936 9772) 
Tottenham Court Road [Q171-636 
6U8) Entire >0580888 990) Odaon 
Sutea Cottage (01426 914096) UCI 
Whftaley* g| (0990 888690) Vlrghw: 
Chriaao 10171-352 5096) Tnxwdaro B 
/017I-434 00311 

SURVIVING PICASSO (15l‘ Amhony 
Hoptuns -as ?>=asss- me Momarns er. an 
c*te» esmg Hm. bui an uisyimathetic 
hero D-recoi James Ivory 
Minoma <0171-235 4225) Odaon 
Sarias Cottage 10171586 3tfi7i Ranolr 
10171-637 84021 Rttzy 10171 737 21211 
Samoa on Bafear Straef (0171-93S 
2772) Ua WhItatayo (CS9&888 990) 
Vh^nK Fulham Road [0171-370 26361 
Haymartet (0171-839 15271 Warner 
Weat End *0171-437 43*21 

THROUGH THE OUVETRSS <W 
Aboas Kiarostami's mrvmri and (yncal 
5tn abotx. modents on an Iranian Mm 
se - n »uriir/s«3e devastarert by an 
eannouake 

Renoir -.0171-837 8402i 

CURRENT 

♦ THE ADVENTURES OF 
PWOCCFBO (01 Pleasant nev* <«n«r 
CT me easse ale. mwng numans 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeramy Kingston’s assessment 
of theatre showing in London 
■ House fufl. returns only 
C Some seats avsflsMs 
□ Seats at sll prices 


SUrring rules tor Harry Gcosrruu-i 
CUn« Peiers and jcw/v, 

NrUend jOwt'i. Scr/H'i Ear-*. ££ • 
<0171-92B2252| Uon-S3 7 l£.>-r. 
macs Tue. Vtefl Thors 2 prr. £u.> 2 prr. 

B THE HERBAL BED fftr /meim s 
ihriiiin^ exproni’ton aionr.3 a a j* 
nsxiani m me He s: Sxtxspun •- 
d3ugn1ei Mcrai cTjNjdea cur-si*sr.:-d. 
mveiesicti Anerexnougf. 

dreasaspicnsucasi 
PH Baitacan Centra. ECS 10171-638 
ee&u Tooicjd and lomcrrtw. 7 15pm. 
ma Thun. 2>pm in rep 

□ THE OFFtClAL TRIBUTE TO THE 
BUIES BROTHERS Anottw Wesi EnC 
snowing lot de cut sonnies: by gir/s n 
dock glasses. David Leiand drecis 
Apmio.StiatiesbixvAva.vri iOiti- 
494 SOTOi Mon-Thuis Bpn. Fr> ar-d Sal 
fipmandSpm 

□ PLUNDER Gntf RPvs Jones and 
Keen MdiaBy H meny inough Mmtfy 
snobbtsh. Ben Trains Jarc* Wfih 
Kevin McNally and Sara Cicwe 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown's aesassmant of 
Aims In London and (where 
tmfleated with the symbol ♦) 
on release across the country 


(Mann Landau Genevcv* BupkJ) and 
aromanonic. Diredor. Sieie-Bamio 
Watemams (0181-566 11761 

♦ TT«CRAFT(ISj Kfcgtischool 
misftis deAie rao afleheah RoiJineiare 
with bngm momenls With Fainca Balk. 
RoCvn Turme/; drear* Andrew Ftemma 
Vfegin TfoeederoG (01T1-424 083>r 
Womer (0171-437 4343, 

♦ JNGLE ALL THE WAV (PG> 
Aggressively Amencan Chnsimas 
comedy, with Arnold Schwarzenegger 
as a d oa n soar<Vi ol a prsxo aciion ;o,\ 
Odoons: Kensbigtan (01436 9146661 
Mezzanine £ (01426 9156631 Swiss 
Cottage (171406 91-40901 Pfctza® 

[0990 8B8990IUO WhBsleys 6(0990 
888996} Vkgbis: Chelsea 10171-253 
5096i Trecadera (0171-434 00311 
Warner (D17M37 4J43i 

♦ THE LONG KISS GOODNIGHT 

(IS) PrwosJerous hord-dnver aow 
move, rein Geena Davts as an 
amnesiac QCHemrrern assassrn 
Gats B ( 0171-737 40*3) Odeons: 
Kensington IOU 3 f- 9 U 6661 Swiss 




■ CHOICE 3 


In Cardiff, Mark 
Wigglesworth 
conducts a New 
Year's Day concert 

VENUE: Tonight at 
St David's Hal] 


andtheSearstalk .v.:-- m.«je u;,+i 
3aC r3Si9 <; % Dor. >JLiS&r. C j.-ic 
o' ’"in G^a-jTp Scarp* <rCZBfn 
GoI 'wt :v- chJflttr. ' 
:-r4v£,i'. fic'iOA 
New Pit- ?:;*e ••y.222 87a389i 
ToSay. 2 V.o- ire T-icn Mjn-'-ai. 

22Csrr-i'-s if"; U-'ii.iarujP/SE £ 
AL--' t Cardiff U&i %toeit£4Gm 
hi sues —>o National Orchestra of 
Wales r.» 'V:h iur;2j,' 

TaiaJ■wtr'/t Fanrjs - / 

r-j~. Pent j one Jj •; V-pmc r>< 

“v isr-tssc: s Voi-n Cc.'ru:-no i-icjcs; 

nCCi.ii 'I-'-a j-liirv ! j,du» v - 
-■-trr-:-: »-vifC„-o: zi, :r.5 Easwa un'Jy 




Savoy .VC2>&! 71-626 8EES> 

Msi-fr. 7 raij Thitfs a-.; Sa;. 

K SMOKEY JOE'S CAPE SUSdtd 
" T n» Ssig: cl Ls-ftei ir.d Siolisi' rij 
c-Kidii.'a,' sarcJVtf. 

Klcsturga u.^«iiu! rang rwreng 
:«>arr -esporsitis !or H-j^cDv;. 
.Uif'-ojse n 2 nd S^arvsr. HjrJt-m 
Prince of Wales. Coiftnirr Sm?%i '.V i 
»C'i: 1-433 i I.iw.-Sa'. Spu. rJi 

Thus arc £ai. 2 fr. 

C WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA 
WOOLFT Cn-a ?-rg ind Du„.d £uc?ic 
l~. “.naisrc Dj.n-s s ps.A-rlul Airre-iz 
C.'VC^i= 3ric.l Afbei ■. seirir^ Slav 
Aldwych. AS.v.xh NZ3 iOi ?i J16 
6002. */j-.-Sai 7 if-pr- trad', flee ind 
Sa' 2 I5prri Ur;i. t.Lacr. 22 

LONG RUNNERS 

CJ Blood Brothers Ftocnu i0171-389 
i732i □ Don’t Ore** for Dinner 

Ducrest 1.0171-494 £070) 

□ Grease Combnagf [0171-494 

5080) □ An Inspector Calls 

(ianua. (0171-494 £085) BJotson 
/iCfcna Palace (0171-834 1317| 

□ Martin Guerre Prince Ednaid 
>0171^7 54001 Doitvarl 
Fiiaawn (0171-494 5020) 

E3 Sunset Boulevard Adeipru <0171- 
744 <>» 5 i E Tommy Shdh«byry 
10171-379 5899) Q The Woman In 
Black ronunt- >0171-£S6 223B; 

TiCVP Vilarmaiion ?uw*ed oy Society 
rj Loncfan Tneaire 


Cottage (0171-58820571 Rftzy (0171- 
737 2121 1 VbgbiK Chelsea 10171-352 
50961 Fidtam Road [0171-370 56361 
Trocadero B (0171-434 003li 

♦ MATILDA [PG>- Roald Danfs iafe 
about a precocious grl iMata WSsemi 
iMio Uhrephs over ped*y aduii-s Dann-y 
DeVito co-si an, and drecn 

■ Odeons: Kanshigliin (01428 914666) 
Swiss Cottage (01426 914098) Ritzy 
101 71 -737 2121 1 IICI WNMeys B 
IC&90 B8f£90> Virgins Chebas (0171- 
352 5096) Trocadero B't)171-434 
003li Warner (0i7i 437 4343i 

♦ 101 DALMATIANS (Uj Ijlenr. Quit 
l-nocKs cpois alt tnc- does m me (rvc- 
acnon edition ol the CJloon classic 
With Jell Darree and Joel 1 / Rchadsw 
Barhtean B10171-638 88911 
Ctapham Picture House itil 71-498 
3323 1 Odeons Ksnslngton 101426 
9146661 Leicaster Square 101426-915 
663i Swiss Cottage (01426 9140081 
Bio rot 75-264 6677) Ritzy [0171-737 
2121) Sereen/Baker Street (0171 935 
2772| UCI WWtele y s B(0&90 886990) 
VMk Chelsee 1017 J-352' 5096; 
Fuftam Hoad (0171-370 2636i 

THE UMBRELLAS OF CHERBOURG 

(PGr Splendid renvoi« Jjcques 
Demy s wicr-kiueei rmtitei o i 19t>4. 
gorgeously reoioiea mpo£j« colour. 
Wim CaUwitfie Deneuvt 
Barbican I0171-82B869V| Curznn 
MsyMr (0171-3691720) Richmond 
10181 -332 0030) Screen on Bw Hill 
(0171425 336£-i 
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ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 
0171 9604242 
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Wkxw of 7 Tony Awards • 
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, • PETULA CLARK 
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- CALL3440055 phg tee) 
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ALDWYCH 0171416B303.cc b*g 
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MonSai r.4Sl*tt Thr 4SN 3W 




APOLLO WCTWaAcc 0171416 
6056 «2«W01T1344 44440171 
42BM0Qrx416Sa?5t4133321 

Andrew Lloyd WtMwi's 

STARIiSfFEMSS 

THE FASTEST 
. SHOW ON EARTH 

WlitelBU*tenret9.45<My 
Tub iSartom Tictato fnm EISA) 
Extra ttattBoo23 Dec, W 27 
OecATTw? JM1 


APOLLO VICTORIA cc 0171410 
0055 cc2ftsC17T 3444444(0171 
i20 0000 Grpe 416 6075413 3321 

Andrew UeydMw** 
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TTt FASTEST . 
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r^s MstThrezJeP 
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UtfORTOAL TRIBUTE TO 
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' Groups ©45454. 

• . 4W 6075(413 3321/436 596 

GREASE 

*Tes»,toteus,«aaag*fun, 

fkn,to”iUA7ar 
HCKEIS/UAAABUE APPLY 0AB.Y.T0 
BCKOFRCE- 


CHAPS. OF LOYE-PtCCAWLLY 
CIRCUS 

W713P4433M2DIWW3444444 

“^TreweJOINGOF 

TOECEMTwrr, 

- Ttotia^TeteffSidi 

JOmWlfflM} 

Book now and ba pat d Bib tiolaB 
ntraagaEa Rm Mldn stnr. 
We mate and enfer a fafeMbugat 
SpecUpo^raw 
WH7^SMR3^awW» 
-1HW SPECIAL RATES FOR 
STUOBUS, SEM0R cmzOB 
AM3FAIMLESOFPOUH 


COHEDY THEATRE 0171 

1731OC344 4444 (bhffftef ODOOD 

E»6DwslM3SDtM5 

MAGGIE suns- 

"brfcrt beyond befcTW 

MARGABgTTYZAGK 

"genjinefy mcMng 1 ' DTd 

xalhng heads 

ww&ndtfrwtedtv 

ALAN BENNETT 

■Sumdafiiy tourtog srd bnV Tws 
LWHED SEASON 
Nopathb^rtnffl^jJgi 


DOUWON 4166052(43) 00® 
344 4444 {+»B faN Qpe 416 6075/ 
3121970 

LOMXnrSCHRtSTVUS 
CflA CKBB 
ANTHONY MEWLEY 

SCROOGE 

TUEIIU9CAL 
“BREATHLESS SOARAWAY 
SHOW-MABWnCENr 07 6v 
' UMnH) SEASON T01 Fffi 
t4anSa730Ua&Thu& 


DOMBflON 0171656 l8asHB90 
20402QN20 QOOO (tkg Ia4 Qrps 416 
60960121«7( 0800614902 

The Magic comes aOve on stage 
DSN0TS 

BEAUTY AND TSE BEAST 


DRURY LANE THEATRE ROYAL 
SScc ifikB ha) S4f» 7 0171494 

£000044 4444(420 0000 Ops 494 
54S4/413 3311/312 GOOD- 

MISS SAIGON 

“Tie CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
OFOifflHME” 
NOWMITS 

8TH EXnWTRDMARY YEAR! 

Ewe 7.45 MNsWadSSa 3pm 
Good ssatswafl tar Wed 6tat 
‘ B.Q, 
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DUCHESS cc 017144 5070 (£ 344 
4444 »sto^42D 0000 (ttg M 
0171-4133321 Eiw 8pm. Wad m 
5pm. Sa( 6pm 4 830 
^ASAUCYCOMHTTESSJ 
NOW M ns filh YEAR 

DON’T DRESS 


GARRICK 0171494 5065/31? 1990 
(nobkgtnl 

Some Experiences You Merer 
Forgot 
WINNER OF 
IB MAJOR AWARDS 
The Royal National ThsMre 
Roddcflon 

PIP SUZANNE 

DONAGHY BERHSH 

wid 

BARRY STANTON 
JB Presley's 

AN D6PECT0R CALLS 

**THRfU WS...WBTBES6EN" 
□ Mai 

“One of the most Wmdcaflng. 

IbesWcaDy Imaginative 
experiences of the 1990s" Eva 
Stmt 

-TWO HOURS OF 
BfTHRAUJNG, VISUALLY 
STUNMHG DRAMA”D.7N 
McriFr1745.Sal500&215. 

W6dmN230 _ _ 
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2238(3128033 

EWAN JAMES 

KOOFBt - SOOfONS 
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HAYMAWET 930 8600 (no 6kg lee) 
3WW44/42D GOTO Mfcttg fee; 
Mon-Sal 7.45pm Ms Thi & S* 3pn 

JESSICA LANGE 

TOBY IMOGEN 

STEPHENS STUBBS 

oTQBESSEEMJJAMS- 
A STREETCAR MANED DESIRE 
dreendhy PETER HAU 
N.B. Evening pari 8me now 
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LONDON PALLADIUM BQCC 
0171 -04 5CC1V34144*t (61M sen 
420 0000 Ops 0171 4133321 
"A UAJOfl THEATHCAL EVENT' U& 
“ROBERT LfltoSAY^ FAGBt IS 
RJLL OF CHARM, WARMTH A 

GLEEFUL CSaeHAUTY. 
HeSAHOOTD E«p 
M 

OUTER! 

3RD IRREPRESSfBLE YEAR 
HOWL BAHTS MASTERPIECE 
YOU CAN’T ASK FOR MOTE* 

Slimes 

Eves 7 30 Mate'flfid 8 Sa 230 
SOME GOOD SEATS AVAIL 
NOW FOR WEEKDAYPERF5 


LYCEUM a 01716561806 
0990500600344 4W«DOOOO 
(bkg leei Grps 416 6076 

TIM RICE* 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER'S 

JESDS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

“Sands SMvars Racing Down 
The Spina' DTetagraph 
Eves 7 45 Mas Wed & Srf 3 
(ns Skg fee ter persona) caios x tre 
Lytaan to office i0anv8pmj 
Coneessns (a raws* matinees 
are bootetien advance 


LYRIC 0171 49455*5 
cc42D 01 toW 44M(bkglB8j 
-THE MOST 
UNPRETBfnOUSLY 
ENJOYABLE SHOW IN 
LONDON" Tms 

BY JEEVES 

THE ALAN AYCKBOURN ft 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER 
MUSICAL 

“JMD7HEAUDOCE 
BUCKLBtGUPWfTH 
LAUGHTBrind 
Ena 7.45. Was Weds &Sa 3pm 
ConcessKnsav^iasp 


MERMAID 01712362211 
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NEW LONDON Diwy L« «C2 W 
0171405 0072 ccmn 4044079 
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UNITED NO. OF SEATS AVAL 
DAILY FROM BOX OFFICE. 


NATIONAL THEATRE 3D D1H 
9ZB 222 Grp; M7t 6?3 0741; 23r 
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OLIVER lorry 7 !5 GUYS 
AND DOUS i.'use and Mu hy 
Rs&Lse: as? 5^ S> Jo Saedirg 
& Ace Bunces 

LYTTELTON Tail 730 DEATH 
OF A SALESMAN Arm W9er 
COTTESUDE Txt 73C FAIR 
LADS AT A GAME OF POEM 
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Costs based cn ar. onjrd 
hr CTvzrrai^i 'flycaerron Toma 
72C THE CRIPPLE OF 
BRSHMAAN A w.v p^r br Maui 
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THE WORLD'S MOSTfWIUR 
MUSICAL 

LESiHSERABLES 
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LlLra'lC OF SEATS AVAL 
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BEST MUSICAL 

GV.iE&BheAsrerds 
ft Fla»slwr Novet Acarm 
W&J.Y RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD BROTHERS 

.Brings the audknea to Ba leM, 
and rearing a* approwrDWoj 
1CTH TRWMPHAKT YEAR 

fees 7 «5lfeBThur;3Sa4 


PICCADILLY O'. 713® 1734/3M 
4444/3171420 0000 f24hrsi 

“Sea ft sow or regret it foranr 

I OS, 

ADVEmURB IN MOTION 

pkturespiesenis 

SWAN LAKE 

■B» has* otaM out to lanrion" 

Sardard 

“Uagfcali tanBMIc, wondarfoL. 
the stuff of dreams" D Ter 

E«s73DMEi3Thu&Stf23> 
MUST CLOSE 1 FEB 


PLAYHOUSE 0171839 4401 cc 
0171 *20 CM» (bkg Ire) 

JANET OWEN 

MtfEER TEALB 

A Grefl 5 Unmesabr? EverT S Tms 

A DOLL’S HOUSE 

By Henrik Ibaen 
a verskn try Frank McGobtnesa 
(Seaed by Anthony Page 
Mon-Sa 7J0(Aj(£Sa?2 JC 
MUST CLOSE 11 JAN _ 


PRINCE OF WALES 0171839 5967 
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420 02M 6reprer«A)8Q0 614903 

“HOT FROM BROADWAY, AND I 
MEAN SMOKIN'. ENOUGH 
ENERGY TO ELECTRIFY A 

crrY." o uaj 

GRAMMY AWARD WINNING 
MUSICAL 

SMOKEY JOE'S CAFE 

THE SOWS, Of L £(BEP 8, STOUEFl 
preaedDy Je rry Zete 

“AMERICAN GRAFFH18EETS 
WEST SIDE STORY" E SM 
“FRESH ft SEXY, TOUCHING ft 
TBUF’D T&QW 

tfen-SaScm TiuSSJ Uats&rri 
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"A MUSICAL MASTERPIECE" 

UtHetTfib 

“REAL POWER A PASSION 
A BLOCKBUSTER" D Ta 
"A BIG UAGNVnCENTEPIC 
MUSICAL A GREAT EVENMG 
OUTS Times 

MAM GUERRE 

BOUBUL ft SCHONBERG’S 
NEW MUSICAL RETURNS WITH 
A VENGEANCE" Std 

Uon-Sat 7.45 Mas Tto & Sa! 3 CO 
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Alan Coren 



T hanks 10 clashing with the birthday of 
Jesus, mv column, along with the rest 
of The Times, did not appear Iasi 
Wednesday. Unfortunately, readers thus 
never saw the Grand Christmas Quiz 1 had 
compiled in order to help them through the 
Yule tide shenanigans. More unfortunately 
vet. the answers to that quiz had already 
gone to press for this Wednesday, so I am 
afraid you nil/ just hove to moke of them 
what you can. 

CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS 

I. I5S eggs and a herringbone overcoat. He 
died in Ghent, attended by most of the 
woodwind section and a tall ginger woman 
claiming to he :t cousin of Isonibard 
Kingdom Brunei. 

2. The sum of the squares of the other three 
sides, which explains why it fell over. The 
man charged with stokina the boilers was 
never found. 

3 .1-0 after extra rime. The penalty was taken 
by Queen Victoria. 

4. The so-called Cardboard Bastard Case. 
Both bishops were defrocked. The remains of 
the vole are now in the Natural History 
Museum. 

5. The Sisters Karamazov. Dostoevsky put 
the manuscript in a left-luggage locker, but 
since he recorded the details in his diary only 
as:' It was on the—of —. in this year of grace 
IS—, that J deposited the envelope in the town 
of M—- at the coach station on the comer of 
D— street," he never succeeded in finding it 
again. 

6. Norman Limoni is the odd one out. Ail the 
rest are badgers. 

7. Minus 3SF, at which point it assumed an 
extraordinary resemblance to Selena Scon. 
Sadly, the temperature was such that none of 
the photographs came out. but the full story' 
was recounted in a jingle which reached 
Number 7 in the Lapp charts. 

8. A kind of whisky, made from conkers. 

9. Because neither of them was gay. but this 
was not discovered until the contest was 
o' er. .As the result- the Golden Laryngoscope 
was not awarded again until after the Great 
War. when it was open to Flemish speakers 
for die first time. 

10. It forms part of Virginia Bottomley. 

H. It was 3 picture postcard which led him to 
believe that the grave of Prester Joltn lay 
beneath Euston Station. He escaped the 
dynamite charge on a technicality, and a 
Private Member’s Bill was subsequently 
rushed through Parliament clarilying the 
wording on afrplarform rickets. 

12. "Dear God. the very horses seem asleep!" 
Wordsworth changed the iine only after 
Coleridge threw a sheep at him. 

13. Pippin the Incontinent. The duel was 
interrupted six times under the terms of the 
Caspian Convention, and upon the final 
resumption it was discovered that the 
bowstrings had become irreparably slack 
due ro sleet. Seconds settled the dispute by 
throwing coins inm a chamber por. 

14. Marlene Dietrich, because George 
Formbv s turned out to be smaller. 

15. A canteen of cutlery. The camel was found 
in a Cheltenham hotel, but no satisfactory 
explanation was ever furnished as to why 
Scotland Yard assumed that the snooker cue 
belonged to Sir Stanley Baldwin. 

16. "Ich bin ein Frankfurter." He was thrown 
into die Rhine. 

17. Neither is correct: (a) would result in all 
docks having to be reset to take account of 
the shift from left to right, while fb) would 
mean that only a coalition government 
would be in a position to petition the Royal 
Assent. 

18. E=meA He hanged himself from Brook¬ 
lyn Bridge. 

19, False. Although ail three did claim to be 
David Mellor. it was only the Rastafarian 
who escaped through the window, the bidet 
was already cracked, and the dog did not 
answer to the name of Desmond Wilcox. 

20. Wallis Simpson. The ointment was 
instantly withdrawn from sale. 

21. Yes. he did: Irving de Gaulle. He was in 
the gown business. 

22. She rrained moths. 

23. They are the only birds to communicate 
by breaking wind. 


Michael Gove argues that the law is wrong: the Cromwell Street story should not be made into a film 


T wo years ago today in a 
Birmingham prison cell. Fred 
West took his own life. The 
Gloucester builder's final killing cheated 
his victims' families of justice and the 
nation of the satisfaction of a suitable 
catharsis. Now the slow, painful and 
imperfect process of healing for those 
who suffered in Gloucester — and 
beyond — has been crudely set back by 
an ugly conjunction of bureaucratic 
crassness and commercial insensitivity. 

It is far more than the riming which is 
objectionable about die revelation of 
plans to make a film of the life and times 
of Fred WesL The Official Solicitor may 
have a responsibility to look after the 
interests of the West children but it is 
hard to see how they are best advanced 
by negotiating to sell the film rights to 
their father’s story. How the respected 
Portman Entertainment Group came to 
believe it could embark on a celluloid 
retelling of the events in Cromwell Street 
for profit must test even the most 
cynical. 

Fred and Rosemary West were no 
ordinary murderers. Although Holly¬ 
wood has done its worst to make the 
serial killer as cosily familiar a screen 
presence as the cowboy used to be, and 
despite the brutalising effect of ever¬ 
more explicit violence, the real horror of 
Cromwell Street had a capacity ro shock, 
and stop the heart seldom equalled since 
the war. Only, perhaps, the calculating 
sadism of Ian Brady and Myra Hindley 
stands comparison. The Wests chose the 


Cinema screens out the 
real horror of violence 


innocent, the vulnerable, their awn flesh 
and blood for sexual violence and 
torture. Afterwards, bodies were dis¬ 
posed of with all the ceremony of 
unwanted refuse. 

To imagine that their story could be 
told on the big screen is to grotesquely 
misunderstand the nature of their crime. 
It is true tivat murders have often been 
the stuff of film entertainment, crimes of 
passion or standard domestics, killings 
that occurred during armed robberies or 
calculated individual assassinations. 
But, although each taking of human life 
is unique and horrible there is some¬ 
thing uniquely horrible about the scale, 
manner and mentality of the Wests’ 
crimes. Only organisations or individ¬ 
uals who had forgotten how to feel could 
rhink otherwise. 

It might be argued that there was 
merit in a story which has the capacity to 
make us reflect on the nature of evil and 
its persistence in our world being told by 
a responsible and professional film 
company such as Portman. Their profes¬ 
sionalism and commitment to the high¬ 
est production values is apparently all 


too dear in their film versions of 
Daphne du Maurier’s Rebecca and 
Betyf Bainbridge* An Awfully Big 
Adventure. But it is precisely because 
any film would be made by a respectable 
company committed to dnemanc excel¬ 
lence that the enterprise is so dangerous. 

Cinema is, at its best, a simultaneous¬ 
ly seductive and pasteurising art form. 
In the hands of a skilled director, and 
Portman would not entrust its reput¬ 
ation to anyone else, violence inevitably 
loses the capacity to truly horrify. When 
we read about violence such as the 
Wests’ in the dry and suitably censored 
court reports imagination provides the 
horror and moral sense the revulsion. 
More than that, the chance to re flea and 
contextualise which we have while 
reading is denied us by the narrative 
sweep of the film and the distorting 
focus of the lens. 

No film could, conceivably, give a 
wider audience cause to reflea on the 
nature of evil and the carelessness with 
which society can forget those who slip 
through the safety net and into the 
wrong hands. Those with a mind to 


consider such matters will already have 
had their consciences engaged by the 
press reporting and works such as 
Andrew O’Hagan’s impressive study of 
lost souls. The Missing Any film would, 
sadly, and inevitably, attract only ghouls 
and controversy. 

U would, however, from those sources 
alone, make money. And that is sadly 
the motivation, not just for Portman but 
also the Official Solicitor, Peter Harris. 
It was the Official Solicitor who made 
over Fred Wests papers to the biogra¬ 
pher Geoffrey Wansell for an 
’‘authorised” life of the kfller. The 
justification was twofold. The first 
defence was that such a bode would 
place on the record the doings, and 
thoughts, of West for posterity and as a 
warning. It might also displace in rite 
market cruder accounts of the events in 
Cromwell Street 

The second justification was a duty of 
care enjoined on the Official Solicitor by 
rite nature of his office. He is bound to 
look after the financial affairs of the 
surviving West children. Their interests 
were served by the publication of the 


book but would be considerably boosted 
by any film. Features at MGM. or even 
post-watershed hours on Carlton yield 
much larger sums than even the 
newsiest hardbacks in Waterstone’S. 

Ir would be wrong if the West 
children, in their own way victims of 
Cromwell Street, were to have their 
father's and mother's sins visited on 
them. They have suffered and should 
not be denied their due But they haw 
already received it- 

The Wansell book, although few could 
ever find it diverting, will have given 
them an income which many would 
happily have denied them. Although its 
detail is repellent, the book is at least a 
sober medium and the style restrained. 
It cannot provide the gratuitous extra 
offence which a film, inevitably, would. 

Whatever extra' money the West 
children might enjoy from a Elm would 
be bought at the cost of continued, 
indeed intensified, pain for all those who 
still grieve. If the Official Solicitor 
persists in his intentions, he will be 
embarking on a course so hidebound by¬ 
law and hard-hearted in effect as to test 
rite satirical pen of a Dickens. 

Censorship is a weapon which should 
only be used in war — and if anyone 
wishes, in the future, to make a film 
which charts the horrors of Cromwell 
Street, it would be wrong to use the law 
* to stop them. 

It is, however, insupportable that the 
law should be conspiring to see such a 
film made. 


At long last, peace in our time 


I shall stan the year by chancing my 
arm. The world is more at peace 
today than ever before in living 
memory'. In 1997 we contemplate a 
second year in which, for the first rime 
since proverbial records began, nothing 
that could be called a state of hot war 
exists between sovereign countries. 
Guns are not firing across borders. 
Soldiers are not dying in their nation's 
cause. There are civil wars, drugs wars, 
gang wars and trade wars. But rip- 
roaring, sound-the-trumpei. bang-the- 
drum wars of national aggression seem 
to have gone our of fashion. Nobody has 
noticed. 

The Stockholm Institute for Peace 
Research publishes a report each year 
on world conflicts. It has become a bible 
for arms salesmen, mercenaries, diplo¬ 
mats, United Nations staff and foreign 
reporters. The last yearbook mustered 
two dozen internal conflicts in such 
places as Afghanistan, Rwanda and 
Chechnya. The next update is likely to 
show a fall even in this category. (I 
believe the only artillery pieces currently 
being fired in anger are around Kabul.] 
There is plenty of international tension, 
as between China and Taiwan. India 
and Pakistan, and Iraq and its neigh¬ 
bours. The political meteorologist can 
find dark clouds over Bosnia, Zaire and 
Palestine. But this is hardly the stuff of 
apocalyptic copy. 

Most years, statesmen and bishops 
queue up on Christmas Day to condemn 
conflicts and bloodshed and earnestly 
tell the world to behave better. This year, 
from the American President to the 
Pope, they were bereft of raw material. 
The Pope deplored "the clash of arms 
shattering the spell of peace brought by 
this holy day". But he gave no map 
reference and the phrase sounded like a 
papal stock-in-trade. In Britain the 
seasonal homilies of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and Cardinal Hume were 
more than usually empty exercises in the 
"why oh why" school of journalism. 

Desperate to find something to de¬ 
plore, the prelates this year accused the 
world, in George Carey’s words, of 
being "adrift from its moral, historical 
and institutional roots”. Dr Carey was 
not specific on these roots nor on the 
direction of drift, but to the best of my 
knowledge he ignored world peace. 
Welcoming goodness is not episcopal 
practice: it wins no headlines. Bishops 
share a public syndrome diagnosed by 
opinion pollsters, that Britain is in a 
state of automatic moral decline from 
which no amount of evidence (let alone 
leadership) can possibly rescue it. 

The 1995 British Serial Attitudes 
survey showed every Indicator pointing 
firmly to pessimism. The world was seen 
as more lawless, more violent and more 
devoid of hope with each passing year. 
An overwhelming preponderance of 
those surveyed believed that in the next 
ten years Britain would see street riots 
and political terrorism as “common 


We should be celebrating a world without wars, whatever 
the prophets of doom say. Why curse our good fortune? 



During the Spanish Civil War. a fighter dies. “War and the threat of war have always been a kind of solution” 


events". The police would no longer be 
able to cope, criminality would be 
widespread and. for good measure, a 
nuclear bomb would explode some¬ 
where in the world. This pessimism 
reigned even where, as in poverty, 
prosperity and education, there is every 
sign of steady improvement. 

We cannot handle good news. I 
believe this inability is becoming as 
morally debilitating as the readiness to 
absorb bad news. It makes us think 
worse of our fellow citizens and of 
foreign countries. We become less 
inclined to defend individual liberty 
against the encroachment of state pow¬ 
er. since we believe that state power is 
necessary to counter mounting anarchy. 
Believing the enemies of civil order to be 
perpetually at our gates, we cede ever 
more control to our rulers to fight them. 

In his poem Waiting for the Barbar¬ 
ians. Constantine Cavafy portrayed a 
city awaiting attack. The citizens gather 
in the public square. They unite. The 
consuls don scarlet robes. Evening 
comes, bin nor the barbarians. Suddenly 
the citizens are told there will be no 
attack. Indeed, some reports deny the 
existence of barbarians at alL The people 
go home morose, saying: “Without the 
barbarians;' what is to become of us? 
After all. they would have been a kind of 
solution." 

War and the threat of war have 


always been a kind of solution. They 
make ruling easy, and make philosophy 
easy too. 

Historians such as Marx and Speng- 
ler adopted a pessimistic view of history 
to validate authoritarian politics. De¬ 
spite a proclaimed rightward shift over 
the past decade, anti-state ideology has 
been more apparent than real. Like 
Pavlov’s dogs, democrats tend to salivate 


Simon 

Jenkins 


most in response to danger. 

Hegel and Hobbes have always had a 
better press than Tocquevflle or Nozick. 
When more modem historians suggest 
that conflicts between states might be at 
an end. or that the collapse of the Soviet 
Union was a triumph for world peace, 
an avalanche of odium descends on 
them. Francis Fukuyama's declaration, 
that social democracy had not only won 
the argument but had possibly ended 
war, was excoriated as naive optimism. 

When a rival historian, Paul Kennedy, 


replied (in Preparing for theTwentyfirst 
Century) that the world faced catastro¬ 
phe through overpopulation, pollution, 
mass migration and ozone depletion, he 
was lauded as a prophet Equally 
exalted are pundits as diverse as Sam 
Huntington and The Economist when 
they predict world war between Muslim 
and Christian regions of the globe. Such 
views accord with the bad news that we 
read in the newspapers. Disaster must 
be at hand. There is no intellectual 
closed shop as pervasive or tight-knit as 
the pessimistic theory of history. 

I recall the manager of an airline once 
complaining that his safely record was 
impeccable, yet nobody ever mentioned 
it in the media. A journalist replied that 
this was hardly surprising, since his 
planes persistently failed to crash. He 
was bonng. Last year the world failed to 
crash and was thus declared boring. We 
honour war but have no way of 
honouring its absence. The world does 
not give itself a collective Nobel Peace 
Prize. 

Tune was when commentators were 
castigated as “soft on communism". 
Today they are damned for being soft eft 
gloom. The pessimist has all the best 
tunes — ana tire richest friends. The 
think-tanks that pour out dire warnings 
about aggressive regimes usually have 
fat contracts with defence- ministries. 
Two massive interest groups have an 


aversion to news of peace. One is the 
arms industry and its booming subsid¬ 
iary in internal security. The other is 
supranational diplomacy and socalled 
nongovernment organisations. Both 
grow fat warning of apocalyptic military 
and ecological conflicts. Both see opti¬ 
mism as a threat to their status and 
prosperity. 

Eisenhower’s “military-industrial 
complex" long exaggerated Soviet 
armed might and aggressive intent. The 
same complex now promotes evidence of 
so-called international terrorism and 
presents every civil war as having a 
“out-of-area destabilising effect". Its 
power to order the New Interventionism 
on parade was evident in Somalia and 
Bosnia. It promotes spending on arms 
and spending on international organ¬ 
isations. It periodically sends a cruise 
~ missile into Iraq. 

The nadir of the alliance between the 
military and diplomatic intervention 
came with lastm^umn’s near miss in 
Zaire. Amid diplomatic hysteria. 3,000 
British soldiers were almost sent into the 
Zairean jungle, with no military objec¬ 
tive beyond spending gargantuan 
amounts of money and yielding politi¬ 
cians some pride. 

Hie same lobby cheered the choice of 
Kofi Annan as Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. Wherever Mr Annan 
treads, the Pentagon is never far behind. 

T here is modi misery in the 
world and always will be. The 
absence of international conflict 
may have led to a rise in rivfl 
and separatist wars. But if an occasional 
rivfl war is the price of world peace, it is 
a price I am ready to pay. The danger is 
not that such conflicts will spread, but 
that they will act as magnets to transient 
intervention from the UN or Nato 
countries under the cloak of humanitar¬ 
ian intervention. Witness the antics of 
the Americans in Beirut, the Germans in 
Croatia and the French in Zaire. 

Of course, optimism has its risks. The 
perfect soldier is, as Tolstoy said, the 
most idle. He deters battle merely by 
existing. But this must not delude us that 
he is not needed. The world’s democra¬ 
cies must stay on guard. Nor is there any 
danger of the defence lobby allowing 
this case to go unheard. Military 
spending is still huge. 

What we find so hard is to acknowl¬ 
edge the current success of that spend¬ 
ing. Peace seems invisible and therefore 
unaccountable. The West's response to 
Rwanda — the nearest we came to 
internationalising and exacerbating a 
civil war—saw a yearning for battie, an 
irrational, almost desperate desire to 
intervene. It was as if inaction was in 
danger of putting diplomats and gener¬ 
als. statesmen, bishops and journalists 
out of work. 

Swords into ploughshares is boring. 
Ploughshares mean food mountains. 
Swords still mean glory. ' 


Rod runner 


PATIENCE is a virtue seldom seen 
in rock stars. Rod Stewart, it seems, 
was unable to sit through Monday 
night's premiere of .4 Street car 
Named Desire at the Haymarket 
Theatre. Admittedly, at three hours 
long. Tennessee Williams's play 
can be the theatrical equivalent of a 
musty, fat paperback. But with 
Jessica Lange on top Form in her 
West End debut. Stewart's derision 
to bail out at half time was 
particularly feeble. Rude to boor, 



Theatre parting: the Stewarts 


since he had approached the 
promoters of the play for tickets. 

Even Mrs Stewart, the model 
Rachel Hunter, whose reputation 
rests more upon her physical 
attributes than her academic abili¬ 
ties. stayed the course. For once, 
Stewart could not attribute his 
early exit to excessive perspiration 
inside his usual leather trousers, as 
he had donned a pinstripe suit for 
the evening. It seems it was plain 
boredom, with hunger thrown in. 

During the interval, the Stewarts 
and two friends holed up in the 
cloakroom by the stalls bar For a 
conference. Dinner was mooted by 
Stewart, only for the subject to be 
dismissed by his wife. 

When the bell rang for the 
second half. Rod and his friend had 
derided. As the ushers encouraged 
everyone back in. Mrs Stewart 
returned to her seat while her 
husband told her: “If anyone asks, 
tell them Ive got a dicky stomach." 
And with that he paused, checked 
the coast was clear and hopped it. 

• DESPITE undergoing surgery to 
remove a malignant tumor from 
his right lung last month. Czech 
President Vdclav Havel is still in 
need of encouragement fo kick his 



lifelong smoking habit. To that 
end. Havel’s aides have urged him 
to include a public pledge to quit 
in his traditional new year's 
broadcast. 


All a-quiver 

A FRIEND suffering from heavy 
flu was visiting the Louvre over 
Christmas. Pausing in the lSth-cen- 
tury section to admire a portrait of 
Diderot, she was alarmed to dis¬ 
cover that the grand old man of let¬ 
ters was also shivering violently as 
if he, too. was in the grip of a terri¬ 
ble ague. 

Steadying herself on the arm of 
the nearest attendant, she pointed 
at the vibrating picture and asked if 
she was seeing things: “Oh non, 
madamerhe reassured her. "Zat is 
zee air-conditioning, it has a leetie 
problem." The system is to be fixed 


in the new year, until which rime 
the old masters will keep shudder¬ 
ing on their picture hooks. 

• Another Man of the Year title 
for the Prime Minister, this time 
from the Midlands. "Major won 
the title fair and square .” said a 
staggered Ed Doolan. whose Sun¬ 
day morning show on BBC Radio 
West Midlands featured the poll. 
A call of congratulation to Conser¬ 
vative Central Office: "We’re 
delightedthey said. “especially as 
we knew nothing about it.” 


Noble gas 

FIRST in the queue for the title "Fat 
Head of 1997" is Joseph Sickert, 72, 
the self-styled HRH Prince Joseph. 
Duke of Clarence. Yesterday he 
cropped up at the funeral of Dame 
Elizabeth Hill, former Professor of 
Slavonic Studies at Cambridge 
University and escapee from the 
Russian Revolution, purporting to 
represent the Romanovs, the Rus¬ 
sian Royal Family. 

Using Dame Elizabeth’s funeral 
as a pretext he sent out a press re¬ 
lease from his Camden home 
stressing his claim ro the titles. No 
matter that the last Duke of Clar¬ 
ence. Queen Victoria’s grandson, 
died childless in 1S92. 

“He had a daughter called Al¬ 
ice.” said the ducal hopeful, “and 


she married ray father, Walter.” 
You mean Walter Sickert the Cam¬ 
den impressionist who married 
three times, although never to a 
woman called Alice? “That’s right-I 
can prove it," he says. As evidence, 
he offers a fax purportedly from 
"Grand Duke Michael Alexevichof 
Russia”, addressed to “our right 
trusty and well-beloved cousin”. 


Soft cell 

CRATER- FACE, aka General Ma¬ 
nuel Noriega, the former Panama¬ 


nian dictator, has been spending 
his time in prison writing his mem¬ 
oirs, to be called America’s Prison¬ 
er: The Memoirs of Manuel 
Noriega- He has written about life 
in the Metropolitan Correctional 
Facility, Miami, for At Random, 
the in-house magazine of his pub¬ 
lisher, Random House. Life, he 
says, is not so bad in chokey. Fellow 
prisoners call him “Manny” and he 
watches a lor of television. “I watch 
more TV than I would care to 
admit.” he says. “Even considering 
the fact chat it is largely a frivolous 
exercise, it does provide a. window 
on American popular culture.” 
Wildlife programmes and line- 
dancing shows are his favourites. 
Among the various magazines he 
receives in jail is a regular copy of 
Men’s Health, an organ designed 
far men whose life revolves around 
their stomach muscles. 


Frankie’s way 

REVENGE at last for the twin 
curse of Demis Roussos and Naha 
Mouskouri. perpetrators of the 
dolmades sound which blighted 
Woolworfh’s record departments - 
for so long. To bring in 1997. Greek 
television last night featured 
Frankie Dickens, the East End 
Frank Sinatra impersonator and 
second cousin of Dame Vera Lynn.. 

Dickens, pictured here poised for 



Big in Athens: Frankie Dickens 


a doo-be-doo, made his name sing¬ 
ing in Athenian nightclubs. Ameri¬ 
can, businessmen then took to him 
and paid hefty suns for him to 
appear at corporate events. “I’m the 
first British Sinatra since Matt 
Monro,” he.says. “But isn’t it just 
typical that 1 have to go to Greece 
before making it at home?” 

For the Greeks. Dickens per¬ 
formed his new song. This side of 
Town, as well as Sinatra standards. 
After listening to tfie new single, I 

recommend thar'TJick&is should 
receive a lottery gram for more 
travel overseas. America still needs 
paying back for John Denver. 
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Jon Ashworth aiid Paul Durman on BZW’s woes 


time at securities house 




agays de Zoete Wedd 
[BZW). the securities 
nouse, . has .dismissed 

-- ^peculation about the 

foture of Smwn de Zoete, the senior' 
director vrtw led the ill-fated de¬ 
fence of Northern Electric. The 

Takeover Panel row, copied with a 

poor showing m the 1996 mergers’ 
and acquisitions league, has left 
BZW awkwardly placed for the 
new year. 

Mr de Zoete. who reputedly' 
earns more than £1 million a^year 
in his role as a vice-chairman of- 

BZW. was directly implicated in the 

Takeover Panel’s decision to extend 
the bid for Northern. 

The extension gave CE Electric of 
America crucial time in which to 
muster enough shares to cTaini 
victory. The panel said BZW did 
not disclose its en&Jement to a 
£250,003 discretionary fee —on top 
of a £15 million flat fee — when it - 
sought late perntisskm to bey 
Northern shares.'The subsequent 

purchase of a stake of more than 2 

per cent was crucial to the North¬ 
ern defence. 

Mr de Zoete was not present at 
the Takeover Panel meeting during 
which BZW was accused of being: 
selective mite disclosure. He was in 
Scotland on business, arid only 
noted a reference to a fiat fee. The 
panel's ruling was faxed to him the 
following day. He returned to 
London that evening for a meeting 
with BZWs lawyers. A panel 
member was not contacted until 
10.15pm. 

It is not dear who represented' 
BZW in Mr de Zone's absence. He 
could not be contacted yesterday.' 
BZW said his future with the firm 
was secure, and dismissed sugges¬ 
tions to the contrary as “malicious 
gossip". 

Mr de Zoete is one of the City 1 * 
most experienced hands. Chair¬ 
man of BZW Equities since March 
1994^ he advised Granada an its, 
lads for both LWT and Porte. He - ., 
advised on BTR’s £2.06 bflhcai bid 
for Nylex; Pearson's £600 million 
BSkyB stake disposal; GECS £835 y 
million bid for VSHU and BTR’s 
£2.1 biUian .bid for .Hawker 
Sidddey. ••••.•» 

Mr de Zoete is a great nephew . 
of Johnny Sevan, senior partner 
of de Zoete & Sevan, which Was ' 
acquired by Barclays in 1966. He 
joined de Zoete & Sevan in. 1966. '. 
malting general partner three-; 
years later, and rore to become- ‘ 
chairman trfde Zoete* Bevan in 


Simon de Zoete. a BZW vice-chairman. was implicated in the Takeover Panel’s decision to extend the bid for Northern Electric 


its later role . as. foe corp o rate 
broking arm of BZW. • •• 

The Northern affair has met with. 
a mixed response. One senior, 
.merchant hanker said: “I feel very, 
very sorry fix’ BZW. I think they've 
been harshly treated. Its bad hide 
that they did not make foil disclo¬ 
sure at the first opportunity. I don't 
know why they did not, but I don't 
believe it was for any malign 
reason." ; • ’ '. 

’ He said, that Mr de ZoeteV 
absence must have, been a factor, 
adding: “It's BZW’s fault for not 
being able to pot aft foe facts era the 
tabIefoefortfoiteround.Suiioh.de 
Zoete. was up in Scotland and he* 
taken-a lot of-flak. Why-the .bell 
wasn't he there? 

"I cannot ima gin e that, where a 


transaction was taking place, we 
would not have ensured that the 
relevant directors who knew what 
was happening were present BZW 
have brought it upon themselves." 

The ^edgingof an additional fee 
in relation to foe 
Northern bid 
was not in itself 
unusual. Clients 
frequently agree 
to pay investment 
banks .an addi¬ 
tional fee if their 
work an a deal is 
exceptionally 
good or effective. 

. The affair comes at a sensitive 
time for BZW. which did not fore 
weli in the annual Acquisitions 
Monthly survey of mergers and 


NORTHERN 

ELEC TRIC 

V 


acquisitions advisers. It was 
ranked thirteenth, having worked 
on £5.7 billion of deals in 1996. 
Philip Healey, editor of Acquisi¬ 
tions Monthly, thinks the bad 
impression created by the North¬ 
ern Electric row 
could hamper 
BZW^ attempt to 
build up its cor¬ 
porate finance 
business. 

“Unfortunate¬ 
ly, today, bad 
media coverage 
stays much long¬ 
er (in foe minds 
of dientsl than it used to. UK 
investment banks have got to be 
much cleaner on fees." The North¬ 
ern incident increases pressure on 


BZW's chief executive. Bill Harri¬ 
son. who took office in September. 
He was brought in as successor to 
David Band, who died in March 
while on a skiing holiday. Mr 
Harrison's remuneration — includ¬ 
ing a guaranteed £125 million 
bonus in his first year — attracted 
further unwelcome publicity for the 
firm. Donald Brydon resigned as 
deputy chief executive when Mr 
Hamston joined. 

Mr Healey says BZW has one 
chance togetii right. He said: "This 
is really their last chance ro make it 
big in mergers and acquisitions. If 
they cant do it in foe takeover 
boom of the next year to 18 months, 
they never will do. But BZW' will do 
well, because Bill Harrison is a 
dynamo." 



Opportunities 
Down Under 
lure investors 

UK banks are tipped to take a look 
at Australia, says Rachel Bridge 


A mong British companies 
learning to say “G'day. 
mate" in 1996. as more UK 
firms headed for Australia, were 
FowerGen and National Power. 
The electridiy generators, both 
led consortia lo snap up power 
stations for A$2.4 billion apiece 
in the stale of Victoria's big 
electricity sell-off. 

British Aerospace also made 
its presence felt acquiring AWA 
Defence Industries, one of Aus¬ 
tralia's largest defence com¬ 
panies, and winning a A$900 
million (£450 milion) contract to 
supply trainer jets to the Austra¬ 
lian air force. 

Others making forays included 
Grand Metropolitan, which 
bought the Pasta House fresh 
pasta business for AS100 million: 
Premier OIL which successfully 
bid for Discovery Petroleum at a 
cost of AS107.S million: Daily 
Mail and General Trust which 
bought a string of radio stations; 
and Chubb Security, which ac¬ 
quired a fire protection business 
for A$220 million. 

Maries & Spencer caused a 
huge stir Down Under by saying 
that it intended lo open its first 
two stores in Australia in 1997. 

Companies from continental 
Europe were at it loo. AXA. the 
French insurance group, secured a 
51 per cent stake in National 
Mutual, the insurer, and the Dutch 
transport company KPN spent A$2 
billion to acquire TNT. 

A Sydney consultant advising 
UK and US companies says that 
overseas players are attracted by 
Australia's combination of a 
skilled multilingual workforce, 
sound economic fundamentals 
and a growing middle class — 
and its handy position as a 
stepping stone into Asia. The 
secret of success, he says, is lo 
invest in the right sectors, with 
media and telecommunications 
turning into no-go areas far 
foreign investors. He says: “You 
really have to separate out the 
politically sensitive investments 
from the others because there is 


no question that walls are being 
quietly erected in some areas 
such as media to protect Austra¬ 
lia's interests." 

Indeed, one person booking 
out was Conrad Black, the Cana¬ 
dian media magnate, who sold 
his 25 per cent stake in John 
Fairfax, the Australian press 
group, in frustration at the Gov¬ 
ernment's refusal to let him 
increase his shareholding. 

The past year has also seen big 
differences in the performance of 
particular sectors. Peter Horn, 
economist with SBC Warburg, 
says rhat although overall GDP 
growth has been running at 35 
per cent, the Australian economy 
is effectively two-speed, with 
mining and telecommunications 
chalking up 5 to 6 per cent 
growth and relating stuck at 15 
per cent 

Another factor affecting invest- 
mem is the view that the Coali¬ 
tion Government, which came to 
power in March, lacks the re¬ 
solve lo push through industrial 
reforms. 

T he sectors lo watch in 1997. 
say analysts, will be min¬ 
ing and banking. A major 
report into banking — due by 
March — is expected to relax 
restraints on ownership, paving 
the way for takeovers and merg¬ 
ers. Bank of Scotland last year 
took over, for A$900 million. 
Bank West, and analysts expect 
Australia's largest banks, ANZ. 
Westpac and National Australia, 
to be scrutinised by potential 
British buyers in 1997. 

Mining is seen as ripe for 
takeover activity, with a foiling 
gold price and the need for 
consolidation to rationalise its 
cost structure. 

Hoping for action in 1997 are 
BAA. the British airport opera¬ 
tor. National Express and Serco. 
the facilities management group, 
which are waiting for Australia's 
much-heralded A$4 billion air¬ 
port privatisation. In 1997. appar¬ 
ently, it really will happen. 
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THE HURLINGTON CLUB 
SECRETARY/PA 
TO ESTATE MANAGER 
£15,600 + 

Vff rtfifl yn d eapkjBFtBBBt in sofyort of 

the roaiatenance and devetojHnenl trf tte C3ub's 
. eximsive grounds and buddings. The sucessful 
a nw p/ti a* will be mature, pcncaahte and tSscrcet 
Snd have the social awareness to liaise comfortably 

at aD levels. W4W/XL/databflteadrainistirtioiL 

Fax CV to 01717311289 
or contact Annabel Harrison on 0171736IMIL 


LET PITMAN TAKE 
YOU FURTHER 
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TRAINING CENTRES! 


PITMAN TRAINING LIMITED 
154 SOUTHAMPTON ROW 
London were sax 


A 


ndlklidoffort^Te^ktiedlies? 


Secretary To General Sales Manager 

Brackky, South Nor tbants 
Fed up with the east of Bong, the east of bousing, the 
east of travelling 

Tbmkmg tf moping but worriedyou’B miss the pace...? 

The Raccanda Group Is a toeing producer of hesh and teen foods 
within Rs sactoc. Our neufty-promotad General Sales Manager Is 
lootfog lor mote than a secratwy _ you wd be the fest port of contact 
wtth customer with vAom yodl need to develop your own rapport. 
You! afso be cooctanaUng vfcte, poasfety anendng evsiing (unctions, 
and kaeptog the teenfo operations naming smooth^ In their absence. 
And, naturally, you'll be providing a first-class secretarial and 
admto&ottiva senrfos to the General Sales Manager 

This rola is ptatol to the success ot the bam. To succeed, you MriB 
need to be seS-conSderrt. outgoing, articulate and extremely weft- 
organised. Some exposure to an fmeg environment would be helpful 
as would famfafcy wfth Word 6«Excet 

Wfth war 1000 stsA and a turnover of £100 mBon we can Oder the 
pace of a Cly organisation, with a few pleasant surprises _ 

• Negotiable salary and support with retocstfon where appropriate. 

• Genuine job securty and the opportunity to develop a career wfth 
an axpaniting. rrad&ste organtaation. 

• Some ot the lowest cost housing to the corny, but sH wfth easy 
access to the M40 

• RtsKtosaoRcafacHas In a pleasant market-town setting 


If you think you're up to the chaftenga, write and ten us why. 
Please sand your CV and a covering totter wHh details ot your 
currant package to: Qvts Bradtoy, Personnel Manager, Fa ccen da 
Chicken Limited, WBtow Road. Braddey, Northares NN13 TEX. 
Tefc 01280 703841. 


FACCENDA CHICKEN 
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Ausntoo SafCtonsdnai 
01719383900 


CAPABLE PJl. 

Wanted lo took after 
small office «id two 
partisre in PJL &. 
Marketing business, 
Organisalionil skills, 

friendly persooality & 
ability to work under » 
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Please Reply to 
Box No 2079 
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FED UP WITH LONDON ? 
TRY DORSET! 

OFFICE MANAGER 

or a tniilti-ffisciplined Surveyor's 
practice in Wimborne. Dorset 
A highly experienced person is 
urgently required to run this office of 
75 people. Do YOUft the bill ? 

Are you highly organised ? 

Do you have excellent personnel skills ? 
Good keyboard skills ? 

Financial skills 7 

A sound knowledge of IT systems ? 
and are prepared to muck in ? 

If yOU an aged JO years + and hutting far on 
e.iriring challenge, please telephone 
Hazel Owen far an application form: 

Tel: 01202 887331 
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SECRETARY 

Morial expertenee, hr Wotid 
Fnleraaor of Namtop> m Wl. 
S ha r itonrfanJcpapwfaaray 
esjenoiL San orij F«b. 
<30000. 

CV W LN.C 110 Itoiqr Strm. 
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KUNA ANDREWS 
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Situations vacant will become 
filled in the “Career Village” 
at Hie Times Creme 97 


In just two years, "ntt Times Crtme has 
become London's leading event for 
occotiye persona) assistants and office 
managers. 

It has become evident from our 
research that visitors would like to see 
many more rccnijnreni agencies at If* 
event Responding to this request, we 
are ddighod,to announce ihe launch of 
"The Crime Career Village" at Crime 
9? in June next year. 

The "Career Vffla^"wfl] be a branded 
feature area kraied on toe ground Door of 
Olympia 2 on llth-Qdi June 97. A num¬ 
ber of reeruitmeru companies wffl be on 
hand, wider one root to meet potential 


III! ■ VM 11MI> 

Creme 

-97 


job applicants and 
give advice on 
career advance¬ 
ment 

The special 
Briefing Forum, 
which will form 

part trf ihe "Career Village", will indude 
speakers qualified in recruitment 
presenting a structured programme of 
highly rcbwii topics. 

ftr more information, please comptae 
the coupon bdow and return itn 
Jenny Moore, Crtme 97, Europe 
House, East Smkhfidd loadon G 
9AA Telephone 01715716605 
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Michael Clark on the market’s winners and losers in 1996 

FT-SE sticks to the high road 


T he London stock market 
ended 1996 just as it 
began the year — on a 
high note. At the start of the 
year the FT-SE 100 index was 
at 3.687.9. There were some 
who said it could never last, 
that equities were running 
ahead of events, but. 12 
months later, h is again nudg¬ 
ing new highs, dosing last 
nighr at 4.1IS.5. a rise on the 
year of 11.7 per cent. Unde¬ 
terred by low interest rates, 
investors confidently 
ploughed their money’ into the 
equity market where they 
were quick to reap the benefits 
of a strong economy. 

It was" a year when the 
massed ranks of the utility 
companies continued to be 
snapped up by predators and 
Granada turned its attention 
id Forte in what became one of 
the most acrimonious bid bat¬ 
tles in living memory. Levels 
of bid speculation continued to 
intensify towards the end of 
the year promising, hopefully, 
a lively start to 1997. 

Some of the capital gains 
achieved by the liigh-flyers in 
1996 can only be described as 
staggering. Winning hands 
down with a leap of 680 per 
cent from to 356' 2 p was 
Blacks Leisure, the sportswear 
retailer, which benefited from 
the boom in sportswear 
fashion. 

Profits last year soared more 
than fivefold to E3.9 million as 
the clamour for popular brand 
names such as Nike, Reebok 
and Adidas intensified. Blacks 
outpaced bigger rivals such as 
Olympus. Sears' ill-fated 
sports retail chain. The man 
behind Blacks' revival was 
Simon Bentley, chairman, 
who joined the company back 
in 1989. He improved perfor¬ 
mance by shedding the foot¬ 
wear operations "and the 
Miss Sam women's wear 
wholesaler. 

In fact the Blacks perfor¬ 
mance was so strong that it 
was more than 80 per cent up 
on its nearest challenger, Jar¬ 
vis. the building and construc¬ 
tion group, which finished the 
year 506 per cent up at l-tib p. 

One deal secured Jarvis's 
future — its acquisition of 
British Rail's Nonhem infra¬ 
structure Maintenance divi¬ 
sion in June, for £9 million. 
The returns were immediate 
with the group posting a 
ninefold increase in pre-tax 
profits to £4.4 million. Only 
two years ago the struggling 
construction company was 
deep in the red. It did not take 



Simon Bentley engineered a staggering 680 per cent leap in the Blacks Leisure share price 





Neville Buch helped to lift BBB Design 

^ ^ 








Martin Edwards saw success off the field Mike Firth experienced an 81 per cent fall 


the City long to realise the 
benefits to the group of the 
deal. 

BBB Design put in a late 
surge to finish in third spot 
with a jump of 416 per cent to 
77hp after Neville Buch an¬ 
nounced plans to take a near 
30 per cent stake in the group. 
Mr Buch builr up Blenheim 
Exhibitions before it was sold 
to United News & Media a few 
months ago. Clearly the mar¬ 
ket hopes he can repeat the 
task with BBB Design. 


In fourth and fifth place 
respectively were Ferrum 
Holdings — up 366 per cent 
from just l^p to 7p after the 
Walsall engineering group re¬ 
turned to the black for the first 
time in four years — and 
Abacus Recruitment, also re¬ 
turning to the black and seeing 
its price soar from ISp to 
84 l 2p. a rise of 369 per cent 
But there was also demand 
for some of the heavier price 
issues with Celtic, the AlM- 
listed Scottish Premier League 


side, scoring straight from the 
kick-off after its flotation in 
September. 

The shares finished the year 
at £38500 each, a leap of 487 
per cent. It is a pity that the 
group has not been able to 
maintain that sort of success 
on the field. 

ft was inevitable that with 
the pay-per-view revolution 
that dominated football in 
1996 that other football dubs 
would also benefit. The trickle 
of clubs applying for a listing 


M emory Corporation, 
which sells repaired 
microchips, saw its 
stock market value come tum¬ 
bling down after the price for 
perfect microchips on world 
markets also dived from $400 
to $70. 

Increased losses and a 
boardroom reshuffle followed. 
The company, which at one 
stage was worth £360 million, 
is now capitalised at just £44 
million. Its shares finished 85 
per cent down at 60p. 

Profit warnings and news of 
growing losses littered 1996. 
The economy may have been 
going from strength to 
strength, but companies still 
struggled. 

Among the casualties were 
Applied Distribution, down 79 
per cent at 40p, Haemoceil, 85 
per cent down at 3 3 4 p. Jacques 
Vert, 82 per cent off at 32 l 2p, 
and Telspec, the electronic 
equipment specialist. 77*2 per 
cent lower at VTC^p. Yorkshire 
Food Group, whose chairman 
is Mike Firth, was down 81 per 
cent at 14 l zp. 



turned to a flood and the share 
prices of the more established 
dubs improved with leaps and 
bounds. 

Naturally enough, Man¬ 
chester United, whose chief 
executive is Martin Edwards, 
led the way with a jump into 
eighth place as the price rose 
240 per cent to 667p closely 
followed by rival Tottenham 
Hotspur, up 178 per at 
624p. in twenty-first slot 

The market as a whole may 
have enjoyed a record break¬ 
ing run, but there were still 
some casualties on the way. 
The worn performing share of 
1996 was Clubpartners Inter¬ 
national, the group which 
runs golf courses. Its price 
collapsed this year by 92 per 
cent from 31p to 2 l ip. 

late last year the price stood 
at 13p but tumbled to 2'ip 
after the company announced 
it had received a bid aT below 
the ruling price. In feet, after 
its failure to acquire The Drift 
Golf Club, potential suitors 
are discussing an offer price in 
the region of just Ip a share. 

Lionheart, the paint brushes 
and home-improvement 
group, which used to call itself 
Spong. was an early casualty 
of 1996 after following up 
heavier losses with details of a 
drastic restructuring pro¬ 
gramme. ft made the group 
the second biggest loser of the 
year with a drop from 73p to 
7 3 4 p or almost 90 per cent. 


London shares end 
year at record high 


WITH a last-gasp effort, share 
prices an the London stock 
market ended the last day of 
1996 at -their highest levels 
ever. 

It was, however, hardly the 
rip-roaring performance that 
some investors had been hop¬ 
ing for. The FT-SE 100 index 
dosed 28 up, at an all-time 
high of 4,1185, having briefly 
touched an intra-day high of 

4.123.2 after recovering from 
an opening fall of almost 
seven points. That is a rise of 
11.7 per cent, or 429.2 points, 
on last year's dosing level of 

3.689.3 and far short of the 
203 per cent rise enjoyed by 
investors in 1995. The FT-SE 
mid 250 also rose 1L6 per cent 
year-on-year, to 4,490.4. 

Turnover was the lowest of 
the year, with a meagre 204 
million shares having 
changed hands by the dose of 
the shortened trading session. 

Of the top 100 shares, 57 
dosed up on the day, 34 were 
down and nine were un¬ 
changed. The biggest gain was 
in Redland. up 6 hp, or 151 
per cent, at 366*2 p as a total of 
468.815 shares were traded. 

Another big mover among 
the top 100 was Enterprise 
GIL lip better, at on 

the bade, of revived bid hopes,- 
a strong o3 price and die cold 
weather. 

British Aerospace man¬ 
aged to hold an to the previous 


session 4p dearer at U2J3Q. 
Some brokers take the view 
that the group could build on 
its recent achievements in 
1997. Construction of a new 
range of Airbus jumbo jets 
will benefit the group, which 
has a 20 per cent stake in the 
Airbus Industrie consortium. 
There is also persistent talk of 
a link-up with GEC after die 
recent announcement of the £8 
billion merger between Boe¬ 
ing and McDonnell Douglas. 
GEC was Ip easier, at 382p. 

BTR, up3p at284p. has also 
been enjoying support on the 
bade of new year share tips. 
The price lost ground in 1996, 
but is expected ra benefit from 
restructuring proposals re¬ 
cently announced. 

Other companies enjoying a 
good showing on die form 
card, and likely to attract 


at £1250. 
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institutional support in 1997, 
included Cortecs Internation¬ 
al, up. 8*1 p ; at 184p, 
Biocompatibles Internation¬ 
al, 20p dearer at 820p, Blacks 
Leisure, Zl^p higher at 
Sfc’xp, Close Brothers, 22b p 
up at 359p, and the former 
high-flyer Mkrovitec, up 33ip 
at 28b p, having crashed from 
a peak of of 71^p during the 
first few weeks of 1996. 

The decision to scrap paying 
a dividend brought an initial 
dip in the price of Rossmont 
before it recovered to dose all- 
square at 6 p. Brokers said that 
the group's upbeat comments 
about future prospects helped 
to save the day. The building 
materials group says that the 
acquisition of Dunham-Bush 
will enhance long-term 
growth considwaWy and pro¬ 
vide scope to make further 
acquisitions in the medium 
term. 

However, the continuing 
depressed conditions of the 
building industry, and cut¬ 
backs in local authority 
spending, have hit the 
group's two main subsidiar¬ 
ies hard. Dunham-Bush 
made a loss, and Santric 
achieved only a small profit 
Overall last year, the group 
achieved a small deficit of 
£ 222 , 000 . against a profit last 
time of £209,000... 

GWR rose 3hp to 187*2 p 
after hitting the acqtnsrtiofi 
traiL The independent, focal 
radio broadcaster has made 
an agreed bid for Hereford 
and Worcester’s leading com¬ 
mercial operator. Radio Wy- 


vem, for almost £4 million. 
The deal values shares in 
.Radio Wyvern ax 755p each. 

The battle for centred-of the 
property group UK Estates, 
unchanged at 7&hp, has 
stepped up a gear with the 
predator Ashquay demanding 
answers to a number of ques¬ 
tions. Ashquay has a hid on 
the table at the moment, 
valuing UK Estates at £21.1 
million. However, it wants to 
know why the board of UK 
Estates spent £520,000 buying 
back the company's own 
shares for its employee share 
trust and not for its sharehold¬ 
ers. Harry Sprouje. Ashquay’s 
chief executive, described It as 
an abuse of of power fry using 
the company's money in such 
a manner. 

MAID, the publishing 
group, was steady at 201 hp 
after the resignation of Bill 
Nash as director of informa¬ 
tion and technology. 

O GILT-EDGED: Prices 
dosed mixed on the final day 
of the year, with the shortened 
session deterring investors 
from opening fresh positions. 
Instead, fund managers con¬ 
centrated (hi book-squaring 
before making an early start 
for the new year festivities. 

In the futures pit. business 
slumped to its lowest level of 
tite,. year, with just. 4,000 
contracts completed as the 
March .series of the kaig^plt 
closedfall-squareat £109 ,s i6. 

In Iongs.Tieasury Spercent 
2015 gained £*i 6 to £103*4. In 
shorts. Treasury 8 per cent 
2000 slipped E^to ElQZ*. 
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TIMES 


Due to increased costs a small handling charge tdica 25p per item) 
is included In ihe prices below for all UK and EU customers 
Rest ot the World add £1 pei ilem Sterling or USX only (£1 -IJSS1.65) 

BOOKS at E6.25 ( Penguin ) (240 puzzles) 

The Times Concise Crosswords - Book 2 

NEW BOOKS at £5.25 (Times Books) 

The 1st Omnibus Book Sunday Times Crosswords 
The 2nd Omnibus Book of The Times Crosswords 
The Third book of The Times Jumbo Crosswords 

BOOKS at £4.25 ( Penguin ) 

The Times Crosswords - Books 10,11,13 

BOOKS at £3.25 (Times Books) 

The Times Quiz Book 1996 £4.75 

Crossword Solvers Dictionary £11.95 (UK only) 

NEW Collins Thesaurus 
(Revised edition) E14.99 (UK only) 


QUAL IT Y SOFTWARE 

The Times Computer Crosswords 

by David Akenhead 
Including optional HELP levels and TEAM OPTION 
on 3.5* diskette (circa 60 crosswords on each) 

(NOTE, numbers bracketed indicate number of diskettes) 

The Times Crosswords - 1 to 19 (19) 
Omnibus Editions -1 & 2 (2*2) 

The limes Concise Crosswords - 3 to 6 (4) 
The Times Two Crosswords -1 to 5 © 

The Times Jubilee Puzzles 1932-1987 - (1) 

The Sunday Times Titles (various - 21) 

PRICES OF SOFTWARE (inc.VAT): 


No of 
diskettes: 


Additional 

diskettes: 


Acom RISC-Os 
IBM MS-Dos 
(please specify) 
£10.25 
£14.99 


New Super Windows 
version for 
IBM PCs 
£15.00 
£22.00 


Wall Street money machine 
ends year with a flourish 



Richard Thomson 

looks at the 
remarkable 
performance of 
the Dow Jones 


A s the remarkable year 
of 1996 drew to a close, 
a substantial number 
of fund managers, investment 
bankers and stockbrokers on 
Wall Street were suffering from 
what can only be described as 
acrophobia — a dread of being 
at a great height. 

it was not because they 
were standing on their win¬ 
dowsills wondering whether 
to jump but because they 
could hardly believe how 
much money they were mak¬ 
ing from the stock market. 
This appears to have trig¬ 
gered another serious condi¬ 
tion: vertigo, a dizzy, confused 
state or mind. 

ft is probably fair to say that 
at the start of the year no one 
on Wall Street expected the 
stock market to rise to its 
present heights. During 1995 
the Dow Jones industrial 
average hit 5,(00, a 35 per cent 
rise, in the third year of a bull 
market, and it seemed absurd 
to expect much more. The 
bravest analysts predicted 
5,800 at the end of 1996. 

But to general astonishment, 
the Dow sailed through that 
level in the summer, surged on 
to 6,000 by autumn, and ended 
the year above 6.500 — a rise of 
more than 25 per cent. In the 
process it broke all previous 
bull-market records for a con¬ 
tinuous rise without a 10 per 
cent correction. Its buoyancy 
gave heart to most of the rest of 
the world’s stock markets, 
which also rose strongly in the 
Dow’s wake. 

Yet beneath all the exuber¬ 
ance there was an undercur¬ 
rent of concern, There was no 
agreement on why the market 
was so strong, how long it 
would last or whether it was 
going too far. As the year wore 
on, concern gave way to 
bewilderment — and Tear. 

The year began by living up 
to the predictions. Share 
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Alan Greenspan, of (he Fed. hinted at losing touch with reality 


prices bounced around like a 
superball, but made little 
overall headway. Some ex¬ 
perts such as Jeffrey Vinik. 
manager of Fidelity’s Magel¬ 
lan Fund, the largest mutual 
fond in the US. even dared to 
him bearish. He moved a 
large part of the $55 billion 
fond out of stocks info bonds. 
It made sense: the market was 
beginning to look overvalued, 
corporate profit growth was 
expected to slow down. The 
bull market seemed to be over. 

But it wasn’t By the end of 
winter it was dear that Mr 
Vinik had missed out on the 
continuing rise in slock prices 
and he came in for bitter 
criticism. Eventually he re¬ 
signed, but the moral of his 
fall was not lost on other fond 
managers, who concluded 
that the only safe thing to do 
as long as shares showed any 
strength was to keep buying. 
However sceptical they might 
be about the Dow’s rise they 
simply could not afford (o 
ignore it That fry itself did a 
lot to support prices. 

In May the Dow peaked at 
5.77S and then started to slide, 


A sell-off began that almost 
turned into a panic as inves¬ 
tors worried that the long- 
feared correction had arrived. 
But after a 7 per cent drop* the 
decline petered out and prices 
stabilised. Buyers picked up 
stock cheaply and prices 
started to rise again. 

Then came November. For 
no easily discernible reason 
tile market suddenly took off 
in a frenzy of buying and the 
Dow shot up 492 points, or &2 
per cent, to breach 6300. The 
acrophobia grew worse. 

This was a record year in 
America for private invest¬ 
ment in the stock market 
Baby-boomers now moving 
into middle age have been 
pumping pre-retirement 
money into the stock market 
al the rate of about $20 billion 
a month for more than a year. 

More than $220 billion has 
gone into mutual funds and 
almost all went straight into 
stocks. That dwarfc the rare of 
private investment in the mar¬ 
ket for any previous period. 
Although the private inves¬ 
tors’ contribution represents 
only a small fraction of the 


total stock market capitalisa¬ 
tion, it has had a crucial effect 
Ten years ago mutual foods 
accounted for about 18 per 
cent of turnover, but in 1996 
that share rose to nearly half. 

Indeed, the buying frenzy 
has been so intense that some 
analysts believe the market's 
rise can be attributed almost 
entirely to the mentality of 
private investors and fund 
managers. *Tt*$ all psycholo¬ 
gy,” said Michael Metz, equi¬ 
ty strategist for Oppenheimer. 
“For the past few hundred 
points the market has been 
fuelled by the simple fact that 
it is going up. If you're going 
to keep your job as a profes¬ 
sional money manager, you 
have got to be in there." 

And that, as everyone who 
lived through the crash of 1987 
knows, is when markets turn 
into bubbles. After the Nov¬ 
ember surge, vertigo became 
the dominant feeling. In early 
December Alan Greenspan, 
chairman of the Federal Re¬ 
serve Board, indicated he 
thought the market was losing 
touch with reality, which 
threw not only New York but 
London, Tokyo and handful 
of other markets into a panic 
Yet again, prices recovered, 
but days when the Dow see¬ 
sawed by 70 points or more 
became commonplace in tire 
run-up to Chris tmas. 

E ven then, the buying 
habit did not desert the 
market On December 
19 the Dow soared 126.87 
points to 6.47SM. the highest \ 
single clay's rise since October 
21, 1987. The herd mentality I 
seemed to be at work again. A 
symptom' of nervousness, 
however, was that investors 
went for blue-chip shares, so 
that while the Dow rose fast 
other areas did not keep up. 

The pre-Christmas surge 
ended a breathtaking year 
with a flourish. Naturally, no 
one is complaining about the 
profits they have made and no 
one wants to bail out of the 
money machine prematurely. 
But the undertying doubts 
remain. Mr Metz said: "A lot 
of people are walling for an 
excuse to jump out of the 
pooL* The question is what it 
will be and when it will come. 


NEW YORK; American 
stocks took a tumble after 
reports of high consumer con¬ 
fidence and strength in sales of 
new homes startled the finan¬ 
cial markets. Blue chips were 
off their session lows, but still 
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weak in quiet early trading. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average was down 19.22 to 
6330.15 after slowly climbing 
off a 30-poinr deficit Technol¬ 
ogy shares showed slight 
gains. (Reuter) 
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stand against social chapter 


Move to revive 
High Court 
tussle with BA 


By Fraser Nelson 










supports 
union with 



By Phiup Bassett 
INDUSTRIAL EDITOR - 

BUSI NESS leaden are to give 
strong support for Britain’s 
full participation in Europe. 

The support, will come in a 
study of the UK'S competitive 
bushiess performance to be. 
published this month by the 
Commission on Public Micy 
and British Business. - 

The commission, set up by 
the centre-left Institute for 
Public Policy Research, is fo 
put forward a range of policy 
reoanunendations, ihcnidlag 
proposals on corporate'. tax' 
and governance, and on.the 
minimum wage and'tfae Euro¬ 
pean social chapter. • 

The foldings have beta 
outlined to the Govianmeiit 
Labour party and business . 

leaders. In parriadati just . . T^^^4 confhctofinfcerest was not an issue in PeterEllwood’sdedsioii to stand down at Sears 

beforeDiristtn^commissicai V. J,.) . ‘ "* : _ 


members , met officials %>m 
the Cabinet Officrt Conipefe 
tiveness Unit. .. . 

• The umt is cunenlly wodc-- 
ing on a fourth compeufive- '■ 
ness White Paper, which wffT 
be published alter the dfiiifon 
if the Conservatives are it* 
turned to ge w e mn ae n t^jfe;^ 
sjgmficant^diai'.fosL,. 
mairxtaming contacts .wnhuje 
commission, which fficfogfurn 
dependent,is' seen as having- 
close links to Tony fitaSr.' 

In its draft'repcrt, the coot 
mission says mar the growth. 
and development of the Euro¬ 
pean Union is “of central ■ 
importance" to British , bust- 
l ness, with many government 
. policies of importance to busi¬ 
ness having to be pursued at 
the EU level. - 

The cominisskra. Tvhidiin- 
dudes the heads of Sain^ 
buiys. GEC and British 
Aerospace; wfll caution that 
goods and capital will move 
increasingly freely within the - 
EU. and companies will be \ 
increasingly ready to locate i 
anywhere within it on purely i 
economic factors.. . '. > 

Insisting tiiM business and 
government in foe UK must ..fr 
always bear in mind the impact b 
of policy on other European o 
countries and Britain^ rda- til 
dons with them, the comtnis- n 
si on will say: “We can perhaps 
seek to opt in or out of .p 
particular initiatives in a *var> u 
able geometry’ Europe, but we ft 
cannot escape the need to work rr 
ckwefy with our European p 
partners and assist them in 
building a new sort of political o 
and economic union which is B 
acceptable to all its members.’’. a 


Sears board 


• ••'- V'-.y. 


PETERS EtCWOOD,, who 
nexf v ity>nth: becomes .group 
drirfexTOith^^JJ{*yds TSB, 


W - /11 - i 11 U 1 ; 


cM?r JEfowohd^^o^ai suc¬ 
ceed Sr at 

licyrisTSB, has betjn on foe 


Sears board since September 
1994. Sears said he is consid¬ 
ering “a number of his outside 
activities’' in view of his new 
responsibilities. He is .also a 
director of the RpyaJ Philhar¬ 
monic Orchestra deputy 
chairman of Business in the 
C o mm unity and chairman of 
Visa International. . 


Last month two prominent 
retailers left the board of 
Lloyds TSB. Sir Richard 
Greenbury. chairman of 
Marks & Spencer, and John 
Gilderskeve; a director of 
Tesco, derided to leave the 
board because of the two 
retail companies' growing in¬ 
terest in financial services. 


Sears, which has been 
struggling to slim down and 
restructure, has yet to make 
any serious moves into finan¬ 
cial services and Lloyds TSB 
yesterday emphasised that 
conflict of interest was not an 
issue in Mr Ell wood's deri¬ 
sion to resign from the board 
of Sears. 


Trading in 
Hong Kong 
fund halted 

By Gavin Lcmsden 

TRADING in the split capital 
Hong Kong Investment Trust 
was temporarily suspended 
yesterday as 750 shareholders 
voted on wind-up proposals 
from Jupiter International 
Group, the fund's manager. 

Most zero-preference share¬ 
holders, representing half of 
the £2S million trust's assets, 
voted for cash, having seen 
their investment more than 
double from 2Dp at the fund’s 
launch in 19 91 to 43p. 

.However, Jupiter said that it 
had retained the bulk of 
ordinary shareholders who 
over the past five years have 
been rewarded by a near- 
trebling of net asset value 
from 24p to 60p. 

Jupiter said that around 60 
per cent of ordinary share¬ 
holders. holding £8.4 million, 
opted to invest in the Hong 
Kong Investment Company, a 
closed end Luxembourg-based 
fond due to be launched soon 
by Jupiter. 

Analysts said Jupiter had 
found the split capita! struc¬ 
ture oFHong Kong Investment 
Trust too difficult to manage, 
particularly as it creates con¬ 
flicts of interest between the 
different shareholders to¬ 
wards the end of a fund’s life. 

Holders of the remainder of 
the ordinary shares, equiva¬ 
lent to £5.6 million, chose to 
invest in the Hong Kong 
portion of the existing Jupiter 
Tyndall Global Fluid. 


THE High Court battle 
between British Airways 
and John Gorman, who is 
accusing the airline of har¬ 
assment and dirty tricks, is 
set to resume in the new 
year as he mounts a fresh 
attempt to have the case 
reinstated. 

Mr Gorman is to reap¬ 
pear in the High Court 
again on February 13, lodg¬ 
ing appeal documents to 
reopen his action against 
BA. in which he is suing for 
damages after allegedly 
swallowing glass in an in¬ 
flight meal from London to 
New York. 

The appeal comes two 
months after a judge dis¬ 
missed his action after Mr 
Gorman failed to appear in 
court. 

Mr Gorman is claiming 
that the airline led the court 
to believe that he was on 
holiday in Majorca at the 
time of the trial, and thai the 
matter was dismissed on 
unfair grounds. 

He intends to provide 
medical certificates to prove 
he was not on holiday, but 
suffering from a serious 
illness in a hospital in 


Tenerife, where he now lives 
for health reasons. British 
Airways denied the allega¬ 
tions,, saying if had never 
disputed that Mr Gorman 
was in Tenerife. 

A spokesman for BA said 
that if Mr Gorman succeeded 
in having the case reopened it 
would press for an urgent 
hearing date rather than allow 
a three-year delay that had 
held back the case so far. 

This is the first of two cases 
that Mr Gorman is bringing 
against British Airways. He is 
also suing the airline and the 
Metropolitan Police for har¬ 
assment and physical abuse 
that he claims to have suffered 
at the hands of both. 

He said that he received a 
series of threatening phone 
calls, which he claims have 
since been traced to the air¬ 
line's head office. 

British Airways admits that 
calls have been made from its 
office to Mr Gorman's num¬ 
ber. but says they' could have 
been made by Mr Gorman's 
Iriends who had access to their 
phone network. 

The action alleging harass¬ 
ment is not expected to start 
until the end of the year. 


Rossmont results 
offer little cheer 


By Paul Durman 


ROSSMONT. the maker of 
vandal-proof lavatories was 
the only quoted company to 
disturb the City’s prepara¬ 
tions for new year parties by 
issuing its trading results 
yesterday. 

The company — market 
value £2 5 million — had little 
seasonal cheer for its share¬ 
holders. It cancelled its divi¬ 
dend after reporting further 
losses of £222.000, a little 
higher than last year. The 
loss left Rossmont with insuf¬ 
ficient reserves to pay a 
dividend. 

A year ago. Rossmont an¬ 
nounced the acquisition of 
Dunham-Bush. a heating 
and air conditioning com¬ 
pany. although the deal was 


not completed until the end of 
April. In its first two months 
as part of the group. Dunham- 
Bush incurred a small loss. 
However. Rossmont remains 
confident that Dunham-Bush 
will enhance its long-term 
prospects. 

San trie, which makes the 
steel lavatories sited at football 
grounds and other public 
places, made a small profit, 
partly because of a cutback in 
local authority spending. 

The Dunham-Bush deal has 
left Rossmont 14.7 per cent 
owned by Berjaya Group 
Berhad of Malaysia, with 
another 51 per cent held by 
Dunham-Bush International 
(Cayman). a Berjaya 
subsidiary. 



( .AZMAN SHA0L; foe new 
Costam chairman, faces a 
turfnitent ddbutat foe extraor¬ 
dinary general meeting on 
Monday at which he wifl ask 
sharehowfore fo approve foe 
isswngofmore shares (Oliver 
August writes). “■ '• ' • 

. ;Btx»estm , .against, • the 
Netratiy. fesypass, which is 
being ^-foe-trouHed 
cQQStrhcticn group, have 
threatened to disrupt the 
meeting. ■ 

At ■ an EGrM- . list - year, 
protesters stormed foe jpodj- 
um and preventedI^Azman; 
formerly a joint deputy chair¬ 
man, from giying . ja 
presentation. 1 V.. 

Dr Azman is today taking 
over from Sir Christopher 
Benson, who is bowing out 
early-after a disastrous year 


-for Chstain. Sir Christopher 
announced his decision to 
leave the company four weeks 
ago after the disposal of its US 
CbaJ busmess'and its stake in 
London's Spitaifiefds devefop- 



Benson: group refocused 


ment in order to raise cash 
and refocus the group. 

The proposal to issue more 
shares was announced at the 
same time. Shareholders ap¬ 
proved the disposals last week. 

Sir Christopher said: “To¬ 
gether with foe new invest- i 
ment in the group, agreed 
banking through to June 1998, 
and the continuing support of 
our major shareholder, Imria. 
we now have the basis for the 
group to move forward, con¬ 
centrating solely oh its core 
engineering and construction 
businesses.” 

Control of the company now 
rests with three Middle East¬ 
ern companies. Intria, of Ma¬ 
laysia, holds 40 per cent after a 
£73 million bail-out last sum-, 
mer. Dr Azman is a- director 
of Irztria. 
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Answers from page 29 
CHAM PART 

(a) The division of foe produce of fond. Hence, a form of tenure 
or lease, in wfaidi foe landlord receives a fixed share of the 
produce. Also, a charge upon land, consisting of a part of foe 
produce. Stiff in use m foe Channel Islands. “The laud was 
subject to b<rth tithe and champ&rt—foe latter being a payment 
of every twelfth sheaf of corn.” 

COWAN 

(e) One who builds diy stone waffs (ic without mortart a d; 


mason, bat has not been regularly apprenticed or bred to foe 
tirade. Derivation unknown. “He was by trade a cowan, that is 
an occupation contbiaing foe caffiags of a mason and house 

carpenter io one." 

CLASTIC 

(c) In geology, consisting of broken pieces of drier rocks. Of an 
anatomy, model, composed of a number of separable pieces. 
From foe Greek klda'n to break (offt. 

CONIROSTER 

fb) A member of the Conirostrss, a group of msessorial birds 
having a conical bifl. From the I^abn conus a cone ♦ rostrum a bill 
or beak. An 1824 dictionary, of science; “Conirosters. 
Couirostine&. including those which have a (hide robust corneal 
beak, as the crows and finches." 
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Montague to 
pack his bags 

AN INAUSPICIOUS start to 
the new year for Robert 
Montague, the tycoon who 
was forced to quit two years 
ago as chief executive of 
Tiphook. the container leas¬ 
ing firm, after amassing per¬ 
sonal debts of £30 million. 

When Montague fell on 
hard times, the loyal Tory 
supporter set up a tenancy 
over his picturesque estate so 
that it could be sold only with 
him in occupation. Now it 
appears a deal has been 
struck between him and the 
receivers of his UOO-acre 
estate in Oxfordshire, en¬ 
abling a sale with vacant 
possession to go ahead. Ex¬ 
pected to go for around £&5 
million, it isdue to be market¬ 
ed this month through Knight 
Frank and Strutt & Parker. 

Fedded bliss 

CONGRATULATIONS to 
Alan Greenspan’s long-term 
girlfriend who unwrapped 
the ultimate present on 
Christmas Day — a marriage 
proposal. After 12 years of 
dating, the chairman of the 
Federal Reserve popped the 
question to NBC-TV corres¬ 
pondent Andrea Mitchell: 
“Do you want a big wedding 
or a snail wedding?” Accord¬ 
ing to 70-year-old Greenspan: 
“We have a huge amount in 
common. It’s a really great 
match." Both he and Mitchell, 
who is 20 years his junior, 
were married previously. 

Missing mobiles 

THIEVES in Hong Kong 
rang in the new year by 
running away with 40 con¬ 
tainers of mobile phones. The 
crooks made off with around 
$127 million worth of equip¬ 
ment What fon tracking 
down the stolen goods in an 
area where almost one in six 
people has a mobile phone. 




Million smiles for the 
software supemerds 




Fraser Nelson 
checks out 
the upcoming 
generation 
of high-tech 
whiz-kids 



T hey were laughed out 
of the classroom as 
schoolidds. Their par¬ 
ents despaired as they 
locked themselves in their 
rooms with ZXSis as teen¬ 
agers. But the nerds who 
shunned society for then- 
floppies in the Eighties are 
now enjoying the last laugh 
as the software millionaires 
of today. 

They are a breed apart 
from their peers in the more 
established sectors. In their 
world the value of a com¬ 
pany is remotely connected 
to matters such as assets, 
prefits and earnings. Their 
currency is intellectual prop¬ 
erty, usually borne from one 
home computer, unusual 
amounts of enthusiasm and 
years of Sunday afternoons 
in their bedrooms. Just one 
good program can make 
them for lire 

This is excatly what hap¬ 
pened to Fere- Motyneux. 
now one of the biggest 
names in British computer 
games. Eight years ago, he 
was living on a diet of lentils 
and potatoes in the top flat of 
a pensioner's house in 
Guildford. 

In 1989, he wrote Popu¬ 
lous . a complex software game 
whose players can con truer a 
fantasy world as well as zap 
aliens. It sold more than three 
million copies. And now Mr 
Motyneux is worth more than 
E30 million. 

His success sent a message 
to fund managers across the 
City—software companies are 
a second chance to climb cm 
board the computer miracle 
that shot Bill Gates of 
Microsoft to stardom. 

Mesmerised by the profits to 
assets ratio of software firms, 
the City is willing, wanting 
and waiting to make million¬ 
aires out of anyone ready to 
take their wares to the market 
Michael Hodges, chairman 
of On-Line pic. took up the 
invitation last month, becom¬ 
ing a paper millionaire at the 
age of 34. His company runs 
only ten computer games, but 
it was valued at E4 million 
when it joined the Alternative 
Investment Market last 
month. 

Most software leaders have 
yet to go public. They could 
take their companies to the 
City tomorrow and be reward¬ 
ed with a wonder-rating that 
would instantly make them 
worth millionaires. But the 
City’s asking price is still on 
the rise, and most are opting 
for the status of millionaire-in- 
waiting. 

Jez San, a 30-year-old for¬ 
mer computer programmer, 
joined the ranks of the soft¬ 
ware millionaires in March 
when his oompany, Argo- 
nought Software, was valued 
at £60 million after a bid from 


“And a record high 
new year to you too" 

Hot gossip 

STILL on the mobile a Brazil¬ 
ian policeman suffered third 
degree bums when the cellu¬ 
lar phone attached to his belt 
exploded. Military police 
colonel Malar Ferreira da 
Costa has a very sore hip and 
leg as a result of the accident, 
but counts himself lucky that 
he didn’t have the phone 
pinned to his ear at the time. 

Down on the farm 

WITH the pick of trophy 
hotels at his dtposaL where 
did Gerry Robinson choose (o 
spend New Year’s Eve? The 
multimillionaire chairman of 
Granada Group plumped for 
his converted farmhouse in 
Ireland, surrounded by the 
rest of die Robinson dan. The 
tenth of II children, Robinson 
headed straight for his home¬ 
land in Donegal (where he 
intends to retire in seven 
years' time) to see in the new 
year with his merry band of 
friends and relatives. Betty 
Robinson. Gerry’S 87-year-old 
mother, and his two young 
children from his second mar¬ 
riage were also there. Let’s 
hope snow didnTt p revent him 
from returning to his favour¬ 
ite golf course. 

SOME 38 years after the so- 
called Gnat Leap Forward 
to become the world’s biggest 
steelmaker, China has 
reached its goaL Its steel 
production has broken the 
100 million tonne mark, mak¬ 
ing it the number one 
steelmaker in the world. Chi¬ 
na’s dreams turned into a 
nightmare in 1958, when 
farmers abandoned their 
fields to make steel at Mao 
Zedongs behest The cam¬ 
paign teas abandoned a year 
later after harvests failed 
and millions of people died 
of starvation. 

Morag Preston 





Peter Motyneux is now one of die biggest names in British computer games 
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Michael Hodges. left, became a paper millkmaire at 34 and Jan Murray netted £L7 million 


Logic, the American software 
giant' 

Mr San. who founded die 
company in his bedroom 
when he was 16, struck gold 
when he created Star Wing, 
which became a best-selling 
game for Nintendo. He 
brought his father out of 
retirement to be the company’s 
finance director and now em¬ 
ploys 110 staff in ColindaJe, 
north London. 

Messrs Molyneux, Hodges 
and San are all in their thirties 
and picked up their skills 
during the Eighties when BBC 
Micros, ZX Spectrums and 
Amstrads reigned supreme. 

Theirs was a decade where 
the craze for computers was 
synonymous with a craze for 
programming, and it was 
impossible to use any home 
co mput er without at least a 
basic knowledge of its lan¬ 
guage. It was the decade of the 
nerd: teenagers sat in their 
rooms writing better and bet¬ 
ter programs. 

The leap from the bedroom 
to the boardroom comes in¬ 
stantly. and needs hardly any 


business sense at all — just 
great computer games. This 
window has now dosed forev¬ 
er. The 12-year-olds who 
pulled computers from their 
boxes at Christmas are unlike¬ 
ly to ever encounter a line of 
programming. 

Home computers now run 


Computer firms 
have now won 
the battle for 
the City’s 
imagination 

on the point-and-click technol¬ 
ogy of the mouse, which has 
rendered amateur program¬ 
ming all but extinct As com¬ 
puters move on. so too does the 
breed of software millionaire. 

The likes of Bill Gates and 
Apple Macintosh's Steve Jobs 
made their millions on the rise 
of die personal computer, and 
the basic operating software 


that goes with It The games- 
masters are tile second breed, 
developing ingenious add-ons 
and now cashing in from the 
battles between Nintendo and 
Sega. 

And a third wave of million¬ 
aires is being brought to riches 
courtesy of the information 
superhighway. As anyone 
who has attempted to search 
for any topic on the Internet 
will know, the World Wide 
Web is dominated by thou¬ 
sands of teenage “Netheads" 
who have developed their per¬ 
sonal Internet pages. 

These offer a virtual tour of 
their likes and loves and offer 
the option of downloading 
pictures of their dog. 

Just as the software tycocns 
of today spent their youth 
trying to crack into the mach¬ 
ine code of Horace Goes Ski¬ 
ing. Netheads are cutting their 
teeth on the Web pages, and 
have already started to rake in 
the millions as a reward. 

Ajaz'Ahmed, is leading the 
pack of the next generation of 
software millionaires. He set 
up AKQA. an Internet consul¬ 


ar up to 100 times their last 
annual sales. 

The founders of even, small 
software companies are claim¬ 
ing shareholdings that make 
them instant mifikauiires. For 
the whiz-kids of yesteryear, 
then- ship has most certainly 
come in. 


Dublin is winning back 1980s emigrants, says Eileen McCabe 

UK retailers queue to join Irish high life 


L ike bees to honey, ever 
more of Britain's blue 
chip retailers came to 
Dublin in 1996. Boots, 
Debenhams. Dixons, Iceland 
and Argos all established base 
camps, and Marks & Spencer 
moved into one of the dtyls 
most prestigious buildings. 

Dublin is a booming city in 
a booming economy — the 
fastest-growing economy in 
the OECD fuelling one of the 
fastest-growing capital cities 
in Europe. According to the 
1996 report by ERECO. a 
group of European economic 
research institutes. Dublin 
will hold this title until at least 
2000. 

The city is more confident 
than ever before. With Irish in¬ 
flation in 1996 running at 1.8 
per cent, house prices rose in 
Dublin by 15 per cent In the 
.leafiest, most exclusive, sub¬ 
urbs, values rose by 30 per 
cent. 

When domestic property 
specialists started to predict 
that 1997 would bring more of 
the same. Ruairi Quinn, the 
Finance Minister, began to 
worry. Property prices were 
rising so fast that they could 
affect the overall inflation 
figures, he believed, and some¬ 
thing had to be done to 
dampen spirits. 

In December, he increased 
the surtax payable by house 
buyers from 5 per ceffl to 9 per 





The prosperity in Dublin is exciting companies such as Debenhams and Argos 


cent on houses valued at 
Ir £150,000 and over. 

The commercial property 
sector, another weaihervane trf 
economists, is also soaring. 
Retail, industrial and office 
space all gave investment re¬ 
turns in 1996 erf )6 per cent or 
more, against about 7 per cent 
in. Britain. 

By autumn, Dublin had an 
extra million square feet of • 
retail space, as developers and 


builders got into the act City 
centre aim out-of-town shop¬ 
ping malls popped up, with 
British retail giants as anchor 
tenants. And stilt, business 
analysts predict, there is room 
for expansion. 

Not everyone who is buying 
is Irish. According to the 
specialists, Dublin is Europe’s 
second most popular tourist 

destination, after Amsterdam. 

In 1996. four million, visitors 


visited die Irish Republic, 
most of them spending time, 
and money, in its capital. 

This trend is set to continue, 
especially if the peace process 
can be reassembled in 1997, In 
November, Ireland's two tour¬ 
ism boards launched a joint 
initiative to attract visitors to 
both parts of the island. 

Tourism already generates 
Ir £13 billion a year from 
overseas visitors. The tourism 


industry is growing at a rate of 
15 per cent, against a Euro¬ 
pean average of 2 per cent. 

Such is die demand for 
accommodation that there are 
25 holds being built or in the 
planning process. They will 
add 3.000 bedrooms. 

The thorn in the foot of the 
Celtic tiger has always been its 
dismal unemployment rate. In 
spite of the creation of up to 
40,000 new jobs a year and the 
relentless effort by successive 
governments to massage the 
figure down through training 
schemes, the core rate remains 
a stubbornly high 12 per cent. 

Part of the reason lies in an 
ironic and peculiarly Irish 
twist. Many of the thousands 
of educated young people who 
emigrated In the 1980s are 
coming home, their CVs laden 
with experience and know¬ 
how. and swooping cm the new 
jobs. This does not bother the 
retailers. What they see is a 
permanent, employed popula¬ 
tion that is rapidly becoming 
used to the high life- And that 
is where they come in. ‘ 

Between the Christmas rush 
and the end of-the January 
sales, consumers in the Repub¬ 
lic will have spent Ir£L6 bil¬ 
lion, Dublin Chamber of Com¬ 
merce estimates. In Dublin, the 

figure may reach Ir £600,000. 
The big British retoilers are 
making sure that they are 
getting.their share. 


fancy that advises companies 
how to make the World Wide 
Web work for them. He says 
that the company turns over 
well north of £2 million a year 
and he plans to float it within 
three years. 

At 42, CUff Stanford is 
something of a father figure 
for Britain’s Internet 
wannabes. As managing di¬ 
rector erf Demon Internet, 
which connects more UK com¬ 
puters to the Internet than any 
other firm, he is worth about 
£18 million. 

He set up Demon as a 
software company in 1985, and 
four years ago branched into 
what was then the enthusiasts’ 
domain of Internet. When 
surfing the Net became trendy 
and the popularity exploded. 
Mr Stanford cashed in on 
amateurs* * demand by offering 
Internet access for £10 a 
month. 

But unlike the games-mas¬ 
ters, Internet millionaires 
must combine technical inge¬ 
nuity with sharp business 

nmpien, to make'the leap from 

bedroom to boardroom. The 
key is not so much in technical 
know-how, which is, after all, 
available from most nerdy 
teenagers in America. 

Money is made from selling 
the Internet as a commodity, 
through helping technophobes 
to harness the Web. Those 
who can sell the Internet and 
know their way round a home 
page can become serial soft¬ 
ware millionaires. 

Grahame Davies, a former 
director of Demon who made 
almost £1 million from the 
company, left it last year to 
help to set vp another Internet 
access provider as a head-on 
competitor. The result was 
Easyn«, now the third largest 
Internet-access provider in 
Britain and already worth £8.6 
million. 

Then came Jan Murray, 
founder of PC World, who 
pocketed £L7 million when he 
sold the nationwide computer 
chain to Dixons three years 
ago. With the help of four of 
the original PC World team, 
they set up Internet Technol¬ 
ogy — a rival to both Demon 
and EasyneL 

I n a little over a year, the 
firm has shot from a 
standing start to take 
fourth place in the 
Internet connection stakes and 
challenge EasyneL As the 
largest single shareholder, Mr 
Murray now holds a second 
paper fortune worth £535 
million. As the company doses 
inonEasynet, the value of his 
stake could wdl double over 
the next year. 

Computer companies have 
now won the battle for the 
City's imagination, and 
London is now beginning to 
emulate New York in its 
excitement far the home¬ 
grown commodity now being 
dubbed **Britsoftf". 

Profits no longer essential. 


of the guard 

Race tike "Facts. Radio 4,72Qptn~ 

A new season of the series that must be anathema to crooks opens 
with a worrying report on drug smuggling. Seizures of supplies by 
customs officers are breaking records, but so axe the amounts of 
drugs that are coming into the country. Cuts in the number of 
customs officers are only part of the problem, albeit a big pan. In 
vulnerable areas such as me south Cornwall coast lines, intelligence 
collating and flexible i»an«s are taking over from the strategically 
positioned officers of old. This ail looks good od jpaper, bur the anti- 
smuggling experts to whom John Waite talks indicate thaithe results 
are proving to owe successful than the experiment of using mobfle 
units to replace the bobby on the beat 

Bell. Book and Candle Radio 4,2JX)pm. 

By directing it as wdl, Ned Chaillet has reduced the risk of his 
adaptation of John Van Druten* stage comedy about witchcraft 
going off the bofl- It might otherwise have sounded dated, even a trifle 
silly. It was already beginning to go down that path when it was 
filmed in the 1950s, with Kim Novak as die landlady who uses her 
magical powrrs to ensnare her unsuspecting tenant (James Stewart)- 
In Chaiflet’S' intelligently disciplined production, spellbinder and 
spellbound are debghtfulty played by Beatie Edney and Stephen 
Mootcl The witch's famDiar, a cat called Pyewackei. is honoured by 
dever pussy-cat music from Mia Soteriou. Pieter DavaJUr 


BJXtam Charfe Jordan HUM Ftocfio I's 
Top 100 KBs BjDOpm Stave Lamaoq's 
Hfc tar ’87 8-00 Staying Out for the 
Summer, with Merit RadcHte. Kflghlghte 
tom soma of the fasttafe 011996 lino 
In Concert Orfjtod. Higttfghts of the 
perfQrmaiCB at Alexandra Palace in 
London tZJm May Ana Hobbs 
4J00mn Chads Jordan . 


KjDOaoi Nick Banadough 8 l 05 Sarah 
Kamedy KLOO Alex Lester UDOpm 
Christman Comedy Classics 1.30 The 
Beatles althe BBC (20)230 Ed Stewart 
SJK John Dunn 7.00 Brits: Mate or 
Break Pal Gambacqra investigates the 
(An musical genre LOO Lam an the 
Moore —-ton H tethcfl t to Heeth-CW. 
The story 'Of the classic Wintering 
He&tisSSM Carta Oxley: Pavarotti at 
the Organ1030Vintage Christmas: Hie 
Paleface 11.00 Bob Hants tJDOren 
Adrian Bnighan 3.00 stew Madden 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


BJISatt Vital Strtstfcs US Lawrence 
BaSay- 20th-Centuiy Victorian 6.00 The 
Breakfast Programme 8J35 The Mage* 
dne 11 J3B Dwy News Special 1200 
Midday with Mair ZJHpm Sport on Fws. 
Focutoa* cridcBt Second Dne-Day Inter¬ 
national between ZMnbwe and Eng¬ 
land In Harare 5 M Trevor BrooWng's ■ 
Foofoafl Night Inductee &45 Everton V 
Btecteum and 400 M an chester United 
v Aston Vffia 00) IOjos Tha ftred of Love 
andHale IIJQONgM&dre 11-35 New 
Waft Atom 05) XZMma After Houm 
2X15 Up Afl Night 


WORLD SERVICE 


AS times In GW. News on the hour. 
EJSQara Europe Today SJO Europe 
Today 7.15 08 tte Shelf 7.30 Discovery 
8.10 Words of Faflh 8.15 Concert Hafl 
9JJ6 World Business Report ft. IS Andy 
Kershaw Oj!S Sports Roundup 1030 
BBC Ehgfcsh 10.AS Off IteShta 11.30 
TWrtyMvnte ■ Drama 1205pm World 
. Business Report 12.15 Britain Today 
1200 Composer of the Month 245 
Outlook 220 Megamix ZJOS Sports 
Roundup 3.15 Concert HaB-4.15 World 
Today AM BBC Engfeh 445 BArin 
Today 520 World Business Report 545 
Sports Roundup S30 Oisoowty 7j01 
Outlook 7.25 Words of Faith 7 M Mutt- 
track 0 jO 5 Wbrid Business Report 9.15 
Britain Tod a/ 930 Meridian On Screen 
10-30 vtbrtd Today 10*5 Sports 
Roundup 11.10 Science Ymt 11.15 
Courty Style 11M Muffibadr 1230am 
Rom Ov Own C w a sp ondat 1MB 
Britain Today 1.30 Outlook 1.5S Words 
of Faith 2 j 30 As signment 3,15 Sports 
Roundup .3-30 Meridian Boole AM 
Europe Today 


CLASSIC FM 


AjOOmu Marie Griffiths SCO Saly Rster- 
son 9JX) Henry Kfl9y.12J» ms Read 
2OOpm7h0 Royal Opera—50 Glorious 
Years. A selection of Hghlgh& bom the 
lea hafreentuy 400 Nick Beley 400 
Nawaright 7.00 Gardening Foam W 
400 Ewing Concert Liszt (Las Pre- 
. fades). Nelsen (Clarinet Concerto); 
Rnrsky-Korastov (Capricdo Eapagnol 
Op 34): Beethoven (Symphony No 7 in 
A. Op B2)10J»QUeaUn Howard's Six o( 
the Best 1-OOani Mel Coopa ' 


TALK RADIO 


BjQOan Early Braakfesl TjOO Pai Robs 
9lQ0 Scott Chisholm 1ZJ0Q 2.00pm 
Tommy Boyd 400 Drtatfma, with Petal : 
Deetoy 7J00 Mrs Dee's Sportsmrie 
1OL0O James Whale 1.00am km OotSns 


100m On. AJCrVOWi Penny Gore. 
.'.Mozart, abVVoic&(L£rhkVQB‘- 
<£ Figaro, excerpts); Czerny 
(Ouwrture Caracteristique at 
Briftante); Mchael Haydn 
^ri^arwin C, P3ttLJbum 

(Two Nocturnes. Op 63; 


on Russian Thames) . 

9JJO Homing CoAtcOon, with 
Cteriona Young, kickrdes 
Zavatert (Vfofin Concerto In C, 

Op 1 No 3)’. PWC8I1 frost 
scene. King Arthur); - 

(Symphony No 3 

10.15 Maw Year's-Day Concart- 
Uve tram the Golden Hafl of 
(be Vienna Muafcwah. The 
Vienna Phflhannorfc, under 
Rtacardo MuS. A traditional 

- concert d music by the 
Strauss famSy and Mends 
10,50 The Unz Version 11.15 
Concert, part 2 

12£5pm Hopes and RnoUore. 

Music from the Renaissance 
to celebrate the New Year. 
Includes John Dowtend 
(ReaolutiQn tor Liteh IMBam 
Byrd1(0 God, that (Strides the 

1.00 Composer of ttre Waek: 

Leonard Bernstein 
2PO Mi dw—k Choice. Includes 

Bach (Goldberg Variations, 

- BWV988. eoewpts); Mozart 
(Serenade In G, K505 (One 

- - kfaihe NacbtmusJt); Burgon 
(Nunc Dimfflis); Dvorak 
(Songs My Mother Taught 
Me) 

400 Choral Evensong. A service 
to mark the Ute and work of - 
Dr Bernard Ross who died 
. last November, recorded in 
the Chapel erf Magdalen 
College, Oxford, where Dr 


(UJOam Jerany Ctok IOlDO The Best ot 
Russ YT Jono 1996. A lookback &a tha 
year wtti the awardwsvWig duo 
200pm Mcky.Home (BUOO Paul. Coyle 
(FM)/Ffichard Poror (All) 1QM Mark 
Forest lOOm Randal Lee Robb . 


Ftosa wrafaUow, 


1957 to 1981. Chord 
Magdalen College Oxford, 
intarmator chodstarum 
Grayston Ives, organ scholar 
Matthew Mario 

5j00 Music MadMiie, with Sue 
Nelson 

5U15 Interpretations on n e c ow fc 

The vocal music of HandeL 
. Indudea performancss by 
- Isobei BaSIe,.Heddfe Nash, ’ 
Jennifer Vyvyan. Maureen 

Lehane, Joan Sutherland, 

John Stwley-Oukk, Janet 
Baker, James Bowman and 
" ■ Emma KJrfoby (rj „ . 

230 Private Passions. Michael 
Berkeley meets, actress 
Petrida Routledge 

7.30 A Grand, Mysterious 

Harmony. The test In a aeries 


. legacy of Anton Bruckner a' ‘ 
cantuy after Ns death. 
Symphony No 9 in D minor. 
BBC National Orchestra d - 
Wales, under Tadaato Otafca 
9J30 SaW Short Stories: In Ms 
PacWefcfe's TigacRead by 

Peter HoweMO 

9JXS CouH Quartet Shodakovich 
(String Quartet No 1L Op 
1221 

IOuOO Votes*, lain Burnside Writes 
- Bstaners to pick their favourite 
songs and singers ton 1996 
1045TIM Sheltoe Sbow.Tndudea 
. works by Brahms. Aitoer and 
Jean Frencax, and - 

KJpres . .- - • 

1130 Composer of the Week: 

Tcha&oMinrM 

1230am Jazz Notes, wfth Digby ■ 
Fatoeaiher . 

1.00 Through ihe.Mgtft, •; 


SJSSmn Shipping (LW) 6.00 
. News 6.10 Farming 

- PrayerBJ30The LwingWorld' 

- 7M Today 8^3 Below the 

- Parapet 

OM Nms 9 j 05 Mkhredc, wSh 

Tnws cdhirmist Ubby Pteies 
aid guests 

10ilO A Good Read (FM), Sarah 
Dunant invites tjavld MeBor 

- and Jenny Eclair to choose' • ■ 
Ihew favourite paperbacks 

10.00 DMRy Santee ICW) 

10.15On this Day (LW) 

10-30 Woman’s Hour, with Jerri 
Murray . . 

IIJIOTIw Old Curiosity Shop. 


RADIO 4 


(A Charles Dicfconss classic 

1ZJX3 i Company, with Anna 

12J5^n&^ Street Junior, with 
Keri Howman and.James . 
Grout 12J55 weather 
14XJ Tha World teOm. i 
. 1 JtO The Archeni (rt 
2J» SMI, Book and Caridte See 
Choice . 

3J30 Cany on op tha Shrubbery. 
.Harry Thompson traces the 
rise of atamativa'toa&efe in . - 
. the 1930s, rwreaBngwhy 
more than half a: rraBon 
people took id nucfismri} - 
400 News 445 KiMdomm 
etote; Paul Gambacclrt. 
quizzee two teams on the . 
vtoscoBural highs and lows 
445 Short Stone Nnr Yaw’s " 
•; Day. Ffay Wetdon reads her 

1 oum story abouta couple’s 

mo ■ . 

WMw. 

5JI0 Stx O’clock Non 
6.15 Going South. Korin Ccnnofly 
reports on the annual tnfloc.a 
travefers to Marsdfles fo. 


ya&iMgd 
Rees, Stanley Unwn, Lee . 
SSrrpaon; Hctend and ■' 
Ghrikopher-Matthew M -. 

7.00 News 7115 The Archers • 

7^0 Face Ow Fads. See Once. 
7>» Golden SpofcmcWHh® - * 
and Katherine Bariow. Bride 
Moore and Rhcra Ncrtey : - 
aso Close Stanrea. A look.at the -' 

'. agootd mate steringtituri. 

• inclucfinganexarniitetianot 
the current fad of the 
■'■bompteiB head share 
9JJ0 Eureka. In the first ot a new - 
series Dr C*«r Sacte fates to . 
Barbara Myers Mrout the 

'mtricadeeand ockfittesolthe_. 

hunan itiid . 

9J30 KaMdaecaneOdz (r) 

SOM The Wrirfd torngfit 
1045 Book at BmMrsk ScariaC - 
- and Blacfc. Part tense, of 

StentteaTB novel, read by 

Grog Who; 

TLOOThe C h e ao a Shop 


. , comedy series. IndUdfag a. • 

- tartoise^adng professor and. ‘ 
arado gardener who 
.. medaBaas In burning roses. 

. With the voices ot Gerard 
’ Foster, Daws Lpmb end 
: Gordrei Southern: . . 

11^0 Date MrttbFateL A store of .- 


.outrrweous luck gjweaa Sm - 
■■■ bulf tee chance to become a • ■ 
- movie magaL Phl.Whefans 
and GaryParkerts story, with. - 
MchaafTroughton, Jenny 
- HawBtetoTdwLongiMBthM r.. 

1240 NMa.12J30wn ID* Late . 
Book: Arica Through tee 

1240 Stepping Wreeast 
iDOAaWbridSeririca 
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ew year, same old dikm- 
I generous with 
my praise of Cols (ITVJ, 
spour encounter fas autres single 
.pays? Or am I honest, thereby 
fastening.the day when ITVs 
orama output consists wholly of 
alternating episodes ofj’eakprao- 
tice and Soldier. Soldier 1 ? Not 
ra^y.isit? 

' /Honesty, however, it wDlhave to 
. be, In which case Cuts was ’ 
too long and apparent¬ 
ly designed only to appeal to an 
audience of .television executives. 
There was a running joke in it 
about the Edinburgh Television 
..FeshvaL- “I believe ' in qual¬ 
ity Awriters /whatever," Lord Mel- 
few ( Timothy West) wtmlri shouf 
from time to time: “I said so at the 
Edmburgh Ffestfval, so ftn stuck' 
wim it" If the idea of adapting 
Malcolm Bradbury^ comic novel¬ 
la vjas also drdahi up at the 


with the in-jokes, let’s have some new 


of things sound like good ideas late 
at iu^it in the bar of The George 


-Hat 

Tie story of Cuizadapted here 
by David Nobbs, was basically a 
modest reworking of Evelyn 
Waugh’s Scoop. Instead of Wil¬ 
liam Boot becoming a war corres¬ 
pondent through mistaken ident¬ 
ity, w* had Henry Babbacombe 
(Peter .Davison) plucked from tu- ; 
rai obscurity to write television 
-drama because his' improbably. 
. glamorous literary agent was wilL- 
uig to goto bed with Jocelyn Pride 
(Nigel Planer), head of drama, at 
Eldorado Television-And if you 
thinkthat name made them wince 
at the BBC wait till you hear the 
'title of tile series that Eldorado had 
just cancelled — Gladstone: Man 


and two navels about garden 
sheds. The man was clearly a 
fraud — everybody knows that' r he 
comic novel about garden sheds 
was written by my colleague. 
Lynne Truss. 


REVIEW 


of Empire. Ring any bdls? 

wul recall, wr 


Edinburgh Festivals I wouldn't be 
the slightest bit surprised. AH sorb; 


Boot, you will recall, wrote the 
n a tu re .notes far Lbrd Copper’s 
‘ Beast. Babbacombe, by modest 
* contrast, had writtenthe definitive 
.work. Dithyrambtc Pentameters 


F raud or not, Babbacombe 
was easy meat for Peter 
Davison, who has been play¬ 
ing this son of engaging ingenue 
for most of his career. In particu¬ 
lar. Babbacombe bore a marked 
resemblance to Dr Stephen Daker, 
the idealistic young doctor that 
Davison portrayed in Andrew 
Davies's outstanding campus 
comedy, A Very Peculiar Practice. 
like Daker. Babbacombe was 
quickly seduced by a deliciously 
powerful woman (in this case 
Fippa Haywood) and like Daker. 
he worked for a university ever 
more tightly bound to the world of 
big business. 

The faculty of theme park ad¬ 
ministration. however, was quite 



Matthew 

■fyjjf:] Bond 


enough of university jokes. Bade to 
television. As Babbacombe got 
down to ihe writing, we had old 
jokes about kiwi-huh, timeless 
jokes about buzz words (“we vim 
it realistic, artistic, visual 
and... luminous") and in-jokes 
about executive producers f*some- 
one who doesn't do very much but 
gets a separate screen credit on 
which the camera Ungers"). Per¬ 
haps the best joke of all was 


Babhacombe's discovery mat the 
rewrites were twine done before he 
delivered his script — to save rime. 

There were other brish: mo¬ 
ments, most of which involved 
West, who was on superb form as 
Mellow, the television tycoon who 
ardently believed ir. quaiity. as 
long as it was cheap. Goocr.ssv. 
this was subtle stuff. 

Bradbury wrote his novella 
based on his experience cf working 
in television and Andr«r* Wallace 
apparently wrote Burn Vour 
Phone |BBC2l based on his experi¬ 
ence as a telephone operator. It 
must have been a very odd experi¬ 
ence. 

Many short plays — anc partic¬ 
ularly those th3t’ purpon :o be 
thrillers — suffer from ar. adoles¬ 
cent quality, forced upon them by 
the need first to generate dramatic 
tension and then to re^he i: in 
under half an hour. So it rather 
proved with this, with the revela¬ 
tion that the menadns nhone calls 


that Andy- (Alan Gumming, who 
also directed j h3d been receiving at 
the telephone exchange were not 
the firfl sign of mental illness but a 
psvchometric test designed by his 
employer, being the dramatic 
equivalent of “and then 1 woke 
up". Was that it? It was. 


S till, not much damage done. 
Before he got carried away 
with melodrama, Wallace 
had shown a good ear for... well, 
monologue in this case and 
Gumming, while hardly having to 
stretch himself in what was a one- 
man show, emerged as proficient 
behind the camera as he- is in front. 

As somebody who took an 
instant dislike 10 Kcs at an early 
age. 1 was not looking forward to 
Shadow — the Peregrine (BBC2). 
Bui it could have been worse, t 
could have been a pigeon. 

Feral pigeons, raring pigeons, 
even doves? I'm afraid to say. died 
a dozen feathery deaths as we 


followed the "story " uf Shadow, a 
female peregrine who lived in a 
quarry with a curiously nameless 
mate and reared a single chick. 
Storm. Storm could Have had 
brothers and sisters but one egg 
was infertile and her mother 
clumsily kicked another out of the 
nest when she went off for lunch. 
Aah — anthropomorphism, don't 
you just hate it? 

Simon King’s photography, 
however, was as splendid as ever. 
Although one or two sequences 
looked as if they might have 
involved the co-operation of a 
trained peregrine, the nature-red- 
in-iooth-and-ialon stuff was mag¬ 
nificent. Behind you. behind you, 
wc shouted, but would those 
pigeons listen? "Shadow had 
claimed her natural right." pro¬ 
nounced John King's narration as 
yet another bundle of feathers 
flapped their last. 1 expect the 
pigeons would like a right of reply 
on that one. 


* *: 




4 o 


.... i 


v; ■ 



.. 


A)- 


■Is- 
• -c 


. A'- 

’• f* 




■ ft 

,,. 

" r .‘r^ 

j" ,V : 

* V.lC 




7.00am JOE 00 (8467623). 7sis Playdays 
• (7808739) 7AS Postman Pat (70927B1) 
'. ..BJJO Peter Pan andttePirates (8665555) 

' 8-M Bodger and Badger (3402352) 835 
... The Legend of Prince'Valiant (3910285) 

- ‘ 9-00 IncrecfiXe Gaines (8211791) A25 
Sweet Vaftay High-.(8230828): 9 l 50 
, Record Breakers GoW (2689807) 10.15 
• Btbe Rater Magic (738536) 

1DA5 FILM: Btgfoot and the Huderaons 
... ‘ (1987) with John Uthgow, Melinda Often 
and Don Ameche. A fantf/s camping 
- holiday is brought to an abrupt end when 

-• -'-they encounter the legendary BtgfooL 
- Directed by WSSam Dear (T) (12370401) 
-1230pm WIPEOUT (49326). 

I jOO NEWS (T) and weather (71686062) 

1JJ8 REGIONAL NEWS (96778772) 

1.10 NEIGHBOURS (T) (80660401) 

1.30 THE WORLD OF PETER RABBIT AND 
_ FRIENDS (T) (48197) 

ZOO FILM Porridge (1979) Spin-off from the 
. 1970s television series starting Ronnie 
Barker, Richard BecWnsale and Futon 
'■ Mackay. Directed .by Dick Clement (T) 

. (77420) V ■ •- 

GLOBAL SUNRISECamera^ 
DHH capture the rising of the sun 
from 20 dttferent locations throughout the 
world, through six continents end every 
, time zone (T) (6109333) . ■ . ’ 

«0 FINAL SCORE (1947710) ; . 

£.10 NEWS (I) and weather (7431277) 

£20 REGIONAL NEWS (9647130), ' - -=.‘ 
£25 TOM AND JERHY ft) (1823517) 'v -/j; 
£45 NEIGHBOURS (r) (T) (8S242Q) • 

6.10 FILM: ET The Extn^Tarrestdal (1982) . 
starring Henry "Thomas, Drew Barryrpofe^ 
Dee Wallace , and Pater. ;.Coyote. 

... Spielberg's sb-fi fantasy which became ; 

. one of -the. mmf r 
made, about a boy who 'be«en&-aT 


8.00 RONNIE BARKHtA LffEW COMEDY, 
. 1. Ronnie Barker gives _hi8 first Warvtew 
• since retting • from-. showbuaviess. 
chronicling his eartycareer in the prison 
sitcom Porridge. teperiormfricesaioog- 
side Ronnie Corbett to his comic 


t » 


; ki Q^AffHbuxJFtonffeCorbeJLDa^ 
Jason, Nicholas Lyndhurst, Mkhaei Pafin 
and Richard Briers are among those 
paying trfcutefT) 1162368) 

8A0 NEWS (T) and weather (226771) • 
9LOOMn THE MILL ON THE FLOSS 
IBM Period drama based on the 
. novel by Gauge BkZ charting the life of 
a woman farced to choose between the 
’ - men in her IBe. Starring EmBy Watson. 

. -■Jwnes Frayn, .Bernard HRf arid Peter 

- Gunn (T) (185M8Q2). 

11.05 HATCH OF THE DAY High«ghts. of 
Manchester Unitod's game a^dnst Aston 
Vflb at CM Traffard 0) (978420) 

IZIOeni FILM: Big Mm (1971) starring John 
Wayne as an ageing Texas rancher who 
rides to the rescue whan hte former wife 
;. ,asks Wm’to help to flnd.iheir grandson,. 
who has been WtStepped.. with Richard 
Boone, Chris Mtehum, Patrick. Wayne ; 
and Maureen O'Hara, inhar fifth and'finaJ 
• movie wfth the Duka (134591) 
i^6 Weather (2815S40). 


Vld«oPla»+ <mdtb*Vk^Q PfenCodM 
The rajnbeca rase to each TV programme 
*“■ “ nnuwera; which 

ir video recorder 
1 handast Tap in 


fiattng ere Video'PtusCode -- 

allow you to programme your video 
instantly with a VkteoPlus+*’ hand* 
the Video PhaCode tor tt»_progrw 


wtehto record. VSdeoplus+ . 
end Video Preeramnwr: ere 
Gemstar Dcnratopmentlid. 


. 720 FILM: Blockade (1938, b/w) Henry 
Fonda as a farmer tar Ws rights 
during the -Sparesh Ovfl War. Also 
starring Madeleine CarroB, Leo Carrfflo 
end John Haffiday. Dtrected by Wffiam 
. DtBtale (I) (5092604) 

£50 FONDA ON FONDA Jane Fonda hosts a 
. trftiute tb her father, Henry fr) P093333) 
9:40 FUJK: Uy Dnftng Oementine (1946. 

. tAv) Ciaeac John Ford western starring 
Henry Fonda as Wyatt Earp (T) 
(22538401) J 

11.15 NEW YEAR'S DAY CONCERT FROM 
.. VIENNA Riccafdo Mufi conducts the 
Vienna Phiharmonic Orchestra as they 

- -pertamipoScas. waltzes and marches by 
.• the Strauss famfly. Also induded In the 

- programme is mi appearance by the 
• Vienna Stele Opm Bafet StrmBaneous 

broadcast with Radto 3 (0387468) 
12-30pmTHE ROYAL JNSTm/TION 

CHRISTMAS LECTURES In his final 
lecture Ri^ssor Conway Morris traces 
■ human'evolution (1) (33894) ’ 

1 JO OLYMPIC GYMNASTICS Highlights 
from Atlanta (34623) : 

&30BALANCHHC New York Ctty Bailee 
. Salutes George BataricMne Celebrat- 
‘ •' ■ Ing the tenth armfeersfiiy of the 
choreographer's death with excerpts 
.' from .ww Caras. ApcBo and Wbstem 
Symphony 1490391 Si 

3J55 Rlifc lltray Wonka; and the Chocolate 
Factory (1971) Based on RobW Dattfs 
ctassltcWkfrsn’ff story. Gaie Wider as 
J . ifie eccentric .confectioner who takes a' 
{frtiup of your^stais and their guardians 
. pn'^ a tour of Ifis-phenomenal factory. 
/ Directedby Mef Stoart(l) (636178) : 
S^OSW SUNDAY SPECIAL (B83S36) * 
6.1BW THE EYE OF THE WIND David 
-Atten boroug h pays tribute to Sir Peter 
^^^SROjqhder of the .Widtowl and 
i4 m iWiMtraedn TTMnYQl (826739) 


TJOdWAftlNG FOR GOO Diana arid Tom- 
•’ ’• ’ organiSi a! rctfMty ptey (r) (T) (2333) 

zaauNNBisnY challenge wter- 

NATIONAL ImperiakCoitege London v 
... theilniverffllyofMldfigan(f)(5) 
8JXJTHE TRAVEL SHOW CARIBBEAN 
SPECIAL Puerto Rk», Dorranica and 
Antigua (467771) •’ ' •• •... 

8.40 SHOOTING STARS with guests Clwe 
•. Mantie, Neil Morrissey, Anna Friet and 
.. AMn Stardust (r) (I) (107420) 

.SOOTHETONY FHWUNO PHENOMENON 
=' -Musical tun with Steve Coogan and his 
Pbrtoguese tette-ego, crooner .Tony 
' Fertino (T) (989523) ... 



Jermfiter Jason Leigh (10.10pm) 


10.10 FUJI: siort Cuts (1393) with Andie 
MacDoweA- Tsn Robbins, Jack Lemmon 
and Jenntor Jason Leigh. Robert 
Altman's drama following a group of 
.suburbanites whose fives become 
tstetuBy entwined (T) (3816B555) 

1.15am WEATHHI (5031227) 


E 


CHOICE 


Global Sunrise Around the World 

to SO Minot es 

BBC1.3J0pm 

Never underestimate the ingenuity of the 
people who make wildlife documentaries. 
Just when you thought that the genre could 
not possibly offer any new angles there 
comes a project of striking originality. As 
1995 turned into 1996 camera crews from the 
BBC Natural History Unit were in position 
in 20 locations on six continents to film 
landscapes and wildlife as dawn 
approached. The beauty of the idea is dur 
although we are seeing the results as another 
new year arrives, the material has hard!)' 
dated. With Julian Pettifer as anchor man. 


and experts on the spot, rite cameras capture 
gantlets in New Zealand, a giant turtle 


gannets 
laying it 


laying its eggs on a Queensland beach, geese 
Cocking to East Anglia and other vignettes of 
the natural world and its rituals. 


The MJB on die Floss 
BBC1,9AOpm 

It is sirange how George Eliot’s novels have 
become a feature of die television new year, 
for they hardly burst with good cheer and 
certainly not The Mill on the Floss with its 
bleak story of unrequited love. This is an 
observation, not a complaint. Eliot'S 
naturalisra is weD suited to the screen and 
Hugh Stoddatrs adaptation, helped by 
camerawork dial is rich out never just pretty, 
adroitly,captures the social and geographical 
mili eu in which the story is sei. Emily 
Waisan, who achieved sudden fame last year 
with the cinema film Breaking the Waves, 
plays the pivotal role of Maggie Tulliver, the 
young woman tom betweenner lave for two 
suitors while trying to maintain loyalty to 
ber tH-starred family. Ifan Meredith makes a 
promising debut as Maggie's brother. Tom, 
whose love-hate relationship with his sister 
bums through the narrative. 


KUnBd—- 
ChutneF4,10.15pm 

Have you heard that Diana, Princess of 
Wales, is going to a clinic in Holland for IVF 
treatment so duit she can have another baby? 

ut the 


No, this is not sane tabloid expose but 



Family, the stratagem ts now applied to a 
Dutch soap opera interspersed with film of 
the Princess. The plot Has the dink taken 
over by a Dr Werther. who looks and sounds 
unlike Rit 


not unlike Richard Wilson's Victor Meldrew. 
His plan is to kill off his Dutch patients and 
import more lucrative customers from the 
British National Health Service. Which is 


where the Princess comes in. though surely 
she does not use the N HS?Klinik! is a small 


but jolly effort, just about worth its ten- 
minute slots. 


Cows 

Channel 4,1025pm 

The Johnson family. Mum. Dad and three 
children, are played by such recognisable 
faces as Pam Ferris, James Fleet ana Nicola 
Walker (seen recently in Moll Handers). Or 
the faces would be recognisable if they were 
not covered with animal masks, for the 
Johnsons, though they live and talk like 
human beings, and mix with them socially, 
are ccws. It is a bold concept far a sitcom, 
and even bolder for the writers, Nick Whitby 
and the comedian Eddie Izzard, to launch the 
Johnsons 


in a one-hour special prior to the 
series. Despite vulgarities which seem 
television 


inseparable from television comedy these 
days, the joke is adroitly sustained, hdped by 
Patrick Barlow as a deny bovine great-aunt 


deny bovine great-aunt 
with a voice like Dame Edith Evans and a 
plot about the older son getting married to 
his human girlfriend. Peter Waymarfc 


6.00 GMTVtl 184081 j 

9.25 SANTO SUGfTO (££259941 

9J50 CARTOON TIME (2683622) 

10.10 FILM: A Man For AH Seasons 

Oscai-wimmo adaptation a; 

Soft's play abdift the clash be:jjeer 
Henry VIU and Thomas Mate ever ta 
King's tJ/uorce With Pad Scofejc anc 
Robert Sta« (50731994) 

12^0 NEWS IT) and *veam«=f {2532S445.- 
12.45 THE MAKING OF JAMES AND THE 
GIANT PEACH iri (936046) 

1.15 FILM: Silverado 11985) with K&..n Vttr.e 
Kevin Costner and Dan.-/ Gte.«* 
Western adventure about a rr.ismsxnec 
quartet teaming up to save a run-actn 
town (49001719) 

3.40 FILM: Straight Talk (1992) RDmsr&e 
comedy, starring Dolly Parson A ra-vs 
country girl amves in Chicego and is 
mstakWf lor a well-known radio aqo-.v 
‘ aunt (350246) 

5£0 NEWS (T) and weather (6234771 > 

SJ3S FILM: Feds (1988) Two temale recruits :o 
the FBI training programme jon forces *.o 
outwit their chauvinistic classmates 
Starting Rebecca De Moma-y anc Mary 
Gross. Directed by Dan Goldberg if) 
(1634791) 

7.00 EMMERDALE (T) (6159| 

7 JO CORONATION STREET A whole host ot 
surprises lay in store lor Maxine anc 
Maureen. Mike and Alma's preparations 
lor their big dinner party look like being in 
vain (T) (81) 

8.00 DES O’CONNOR TONIGHT With guests 
Barbra Streisand, Damage, Jimeom and 
Kan Dodd (T) (6802) 


As HTV West except 

| 12.45pm CELEBRITY SQUARES 1936046) 

| 1.20am Film: ARE YOU BEING SERVED? 

* r'-j-Js’l El 

; 3.05 Film: TILL DEATH US DO PART MStBi 


4.50 FOOTBALL EXTRA ;4135&e» 

5.30 THE MAKING OF STAR TREK: 
BEYOND FIRST CONTACT <5896383) 


I L 


WE5TCOUNTRY 


As HTV West except 
12.45pm-1.15 EMMERDALE <9360161 


; i 


MERIDIAN 


As HTV Wes! except 

12.45pm WORLD OF WONDER (926046) 


ANGLIA 



Bruce WIIQs hi action (9DQpm) 


9.00 FILM: Die Hard (1988) A New York cop 
(Brace Willis) arrives n LA to attend his 
estranged wife’s party, but he finds 
hirnseU caught in a deadly game o! cat- 
and-mouse against Alan Rickman and 
his gang of highly efficient terrorists Also 
starring Bonnie Bedelia Directed by John 
McTterman (T) (66331555) 

1125 NEWS (T) and weather (1B5178; 

11.40 FILM: Lifapod 11903) Sci-fi drama 
tocusmg on nme sunnvors ot a spaceship 
disaster trapped in a drifting escape pod 
with a saboteur among their number 
Directed by and starring Ron Silver w.th 
Robert Loggia. Jessca Tuck and Sum 
Shaw (907975) 

1.20am RLM: BKe the Bullet (1975) starring 
Gene Hackman. James Cobum and 
Candice Bergen. Western set a; the turo- 
ol-the-century about a motley crew ot 
riders who enter an endurance horse 
race. Directed by Richard Brooks 
(33277598) 

3AS NOT FADE AWAY (6466666) 

4.40 FILM: A Tate of Two Cities Animate 
(3046024) 

5.55 NEWS (74150501 


As HTV West except: 

12.45-1.15 CROSSWITS [936046) 


S4C 


Starts: 620am SESAME STREET (6920505] 
7^0 THE BABYSITTERS CLUB (8461449) 
7.50 STUNT DAWGS (2864449) 

5.15 LTTTLE SHOP (8646420) 

8.35 WHERE ON EARTH IS CARMEN SAN 
DIEGO? (3903975) 

940 THE BIG BREAKFAST (9S0S1) 

10.00 Film: TOM THUMB [17431979) 

11^45 THE ADVENTURES OF MOLE (164371) 
12.45pm SLOT MEITHRIN 1736028) 

1.15 RACING FROM CHELTENHAM 
(49090604) 

3.45 THE BEAST BITES BACK (2559772) 
4.30 FAMOUS FRED (94) 

5.00 5 PUMP (7265) 

530 COUNTDOWN (46) 

6.00 NEWYDDION 14797721 
635 HENO (873449) 

6.35 SION A SIAN (771642) 

7.00 POBOL Y CWM (976420) 

725 MOM: YR EIDEL (247517) 

8.00 STEWART WHYTE MCEWAN JONES 
(790994) 8.4S NEWYDDION (243 759) 
9.00 PAVAROTTI RETURNS TO 
LLANGOLLEN The tenor entertains 
12555) 

1030 BROOKSIDE (495739) 

11.05 KUNIK1 (196284) 

1120 COWS (909517) 

12.15am CAROLINE IN THE CITY (38383) 
12.45 HOMICIDE: LIFE ON THE STREET 
1271203) 


RTE 1 


Starts: 7.00 EURO NEWS (4747284) 8.00 
TEXTFILES (7543888) 8.15 RIm: MONSIEUR 
VERDOUX (1634343) 10.15 NEW YEAR'S 
DAY CONCERT FROM VIENNA (26842555) 
1230pm WILDVISION (974749751 1235 

GARDENERS' DIARY • 46026468) 1.00 THE 
ICE PRINCESS (8296913) 1.50 Rim: THE 
SOUND OF MUSIC (78529197) 435 THE 
FLYING BOATS AT FOYNES (4151888S) 6.00 
THEANGELUS (9406420) 6.01 SIX-ONE AND 
WEATHER (6177361) 6.15 CARTOON TIME 
19401975) 630 CONSUMING PASSIONS 
(9422*66) 630 Film: THE THREE 

MUSKETEERS (9227130i 737 LOTTO DRAW 
(454953 d) 8.00 RIm: THE THREE 

MUSKETEERS com (5230246) 830 

CORONATION STREET (5292081) 9.00 
NEWS AND WEATHER 15619420) 930 RIm: 
IN THE LINE OF FIRE r 13421352) 1135 Film: 
SOME LIKE IT HOT (761784681 


630am SESAME STREET (6920505J 730 
The Eab/sirters Club In (8461449) 730 
Stunt Da.vcs. >28644451 8.15 Utile Shop 
;ri (8646420/ 8.3S Where on Earth is 
Caimen San Diego 0 in (T| (3902975 ( 
9.00 Trie Big Break-fast (99081) 10.00 
Hangin With Mr Cooper (r) (T) (87449) 
1030 Tn? Crystal Maze (24246) 1130 
Bad- io rhe Future (rj ITt i£573541/ 11,55 
The rinl- Panther .’n (782843£] 1230pm 
Fodio's Modern Lie (r/ (6564265/ 12.45 
Soul Searching (T) (736028) 

1.15 RACING FROM CHELTENHAM Lire 
coverage ot the 135, 2.10, 2j 45 and 
330 races {49090604) 

3.45 THE BEAST BITES BACK Could 
animals Lai6 c,Jbr the worid 7 (j) fT) 
'2559772', 

430 COUNTDOWN (T) (5604352) Followed 
by News and v^afriei 

5.05 FILM: I'm All Right Jack (1969 b/wi 
Classic comedy satire staning Peter 
Sellers as a militant shop steward Also 
with tan Carmichael. Dennis Price and 
Richard Attenborough Dvecled by John 
Boulting (T) (22878604; 

7.00 ALL STEAMED UP A look at the 
expensive business ol steam railway 
preservation (T| (2284 1 

8.00 BROOKSIDE Mike and Lmdsey begin to 
wonder it there relationship has reached 
the end ot its eventlu) road. Jimmy says 
larewell to the Close and Max and 
Susannah entertain unwelcome house 
guests (T) (3449) 

8.30 A WOMAN OF INDEPENDENT MEANS 

Bess liquidates her assets as she begins 
her fight (or control of the company, 
which'her tate husband's family leel 
should be placed in their hands for safe 
keepmg Starring Sally Field and Tony 
Goldwyn 12/3) IT) (38568517) 

KLINIKI First ol a five-pan 
surreal spool ol a Dutch 


10.15 


medical soap (647807) 



The Johnson family line-up (1035pm) 


10.25 


COWS Hour-long sitcom 
introduces the Johnson 


family, who are cows, all behaving 
extremely badly at every opportunity Co¬ 
written by comedian Eddy Izzard (T) 
(799807) 

1135 FILM: Brubaker 11980). A fact-based 
drama staning Robert Redford as a 
libera) prison warden. Directed by Stuart 
Rosenberg (27986468) 

1.50am FILM: Being There (1979) starring 
Peter Sellers as an illiterate Washington 
gardener who becomes a presidential 
candidate. Also with Shirley MacLaine 
Directed by Hal Ashby (61403685) 

4.15-6.15 RLM: Hoffman (1970) siamng 
Peter Seilers as a lonety middle-aged 
man who blackmails a young woman 
from his firm's typing pool into spending 
a week at his apartment. Also starring 
Sinead Cusack Directed by Bryan 
Forbes (76550) 


G For more comprehensive 

listings of satellite and cable 
channels- see the Directory, 
published on Saturday 
SKY.1 _ ■ ‘ ■ 


730 GlKMt StortM Fftmtba Plctartck 


Pap«* (WB7) (30333) *30 


«_, - IPrahyatwte! 

II n99*)'BS248l lOMSMmrAcUtBmck 


730am Lowe Comecbon {58440) 730 
160364) Mptein 

(LOO Designing Warren (47994) 930 
Designing Women P32W) 1000 Anoihw 
World (684881 1149) Owa of CM- Uves 
(46604) 12XD the Oprah WWrgy Show 
J73BD7) 1 Jflpffl Geratt) (B2555J 2M 38^ 
Jassy Raphael (80230) 3JXJ Janny Jones 
' (75791) 4JOO the Oprth ^ray- ShoW ' 
WKCSJO Sta Trakr The terfO enprsttari 
(124« 6JM R8d TV (601) 630 Maned, 
*STaaom (3951) 730 The Sjrripsona 
(2975) 730 MASH (6263 ROO Stftngs 
(21468) B4» Sk StaSongs 

Under Ora (67831) 11 J» teWtte 
«aa Oenersfion (67197) j 2 - 00 
(43l£0 T230sm The Lucy Show (37043) 
LOO Htt Mx Long Play (8386^ 


m m* KaW f1993) (56130) 12.00 Rra 
Little HMh and tha Lost Tmm» 
(1990) (1097S) ZDOpm LwMto (1994) 

(26913) 400 Ysortfl Mrnm Jom* 
(1008) (7420) &O0 Shhr-Ad B (1903} 
(13448) W)0 Naked Gun 331/3: The HnM 
insult (1994) (18094) 1000 Ttaecop 
(1984) (330994) II^D OoWw Oats 
(1983) (701888)1.1Bara Tl>s House Tina 
My BaugM (1994) (27737B) AOS Thn 
ttJpi Hooter (1974) (149024) 446 
Piahyaterbd 0 (1994) (13006) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 


The Best Goats and Football Bloopers of 
1966 (9B5370B1) 200 NHL Ice Hockey 
SO091623) <00 Mbtereports Worw 

(434837721 500 WWF: ChAnga 

(75951975) <00 Sports UfiSlWBd 

(67568371) 700 Crtcfast (75789449) 040 
WrtsspOrtS. Wortd (200923521 1000 

Sports Unlimited £0002739) IIAMXtiO 

FuaxS Mundtel (43484401) 


EUROSPORT 


mi Wand Earth (1954) 
(6439866) AAOStHWftl (1084) (B2661SS) 
M0B«ny Wna (1965) (8261604) IjXQO 
Pndater n987) (9533C62) llJte Altana 
(1986) @2221284) ZOSpa Ufc Fores 
(19B^ (5883850) <05 ftf Stapnarthar to 
K 1 Alton (1888) (31520640) 


7J0BH1 AH SpOrtS (B726q 8J0 SW- 
Jumping <86888) 1000 Kartng <2604^ 
VUX) Footote (80062) 1ZM fit Sports 
03178) 1.00pm Ssongman (428261 £00 
Uw Tem4 (443102S) SJ» 3h*OurTOng 
(95S36) 7M Lne Afcww 5Mog (^5555) 
SoTncJohct POTTS) 1090-t230ani SJd- 

Jumplng P8517)’ 


GRANADA PLUS 


&0Oam The Krypton FUn ^612284) ftao 
a Tun (34906604) MS 1-8-3 


THE DISNEY CHANNEL 


SKY2- 


7.00pm itecutesr Lflgwdoy Joun^j 
B52437ti.BJ00 Renegade (8500791) MO 
tew Ytint Undercover (85805S5) 10J» 
Witre R*g (85236*2) 11M Late Snow, 
wtfi Oavtttflttarman (760*178) 18J» Hit 

Mtt Long Ftey ^738192) 


SKY NEWS 


. r li' l 

%' 

--j 


"• W^WwttmewaacMiiao^vrthbufletinGon 

: dhehou, 34 bcxJte aday. swen.days av«ek 

^ SKY MOVIES - 


Odom 0«nati1iis and tea fflalrtw 

(tas^n (68371) 8J0TbcKuaBWf1g781 

P87.10) IAOOl. Saw ThBmr (1990} 
(66888) 1200 Catena Cwn, wfth Dm 
DWQ (18333) 200pm Ctartafi Ghost 
Story (l»4) 089711 AM Ttm UN* 

flraote P9M f61?8) <M Joah and 
■SM* pWaj’toHM) TJM Q Nam Waak - 
in Hattow (1333) 0LOO Haroulaa kidm - 
•taa rt Dm UfeMteir (1994) (10358) 
'HLOD-Btetoft Snoriw (1815535 
11-teSacrst CHMa nri99fi> (702517) . 
tattam ivippad and DaeaHmd (1994) 
.gMfltti 298 Shram « Tha Sacmt 
MM) (5806840) «D JaM and CAM 


& 00 am MoFpa( 

■Skis Me a Story. «f> Mi J5P!£lS B 
Buy Grama (5732178) TM GAB'S 

(4177B42) B.10 Bontera (7874887) 235 
MgHy Duds (B800GD4) MB Ttera rad 
Punbaa (1203888) 210 «Jt teen*® 
(143241®) Tlnon and 

(23700625 1UB Hi* Sabrina ti» 
■ Tranaga Wteh .09434178) T2Wpm 
. SST'md Pumbaa W&W 
RLlt Hay Poppb* (48848449) M5 
Thwn end Punte»j7a07Bgp 3.15 
Surat Goes IB Camp (74S371J 4AS 
Tnun and Punbaa (3118268) 4JB HUfc 


7J30 Dr QUnn (837826) 8.15 TflU 
an Angd IBB78(M) ftOO Lte£«nk (78838) 

930-1000 Golden Gate (B8S17) _ 

Sky Movies QoM tafcraftw 110pm. 


SKY SPORTS 1 


room ._ 
Wanatond 


TlfeliOtflE CHANW1EL 


News (78569) WBlte 
(B0336 23) 3g 0p« 

spaa OBPBB 

SltaSS'SSS 

essays® 

4.15<a sports Centre I 
aCYSPOHTSS 




s. Bay Xl9ff1) P7W 12 J 70 f3«e Basing (S351179D TZJOpm 


tickle on »w — ,-- - - 

Gol (28826468) 7J» Afecrts (5601604) 
7.15 Todds on the Tutn <988879}) 736 
Graham's Aik (5909951) 750 Jobs Sm«h 
(34271781 8.00 Classic Coranatart Steer 
(1739178) 830 Tha Kiypian Factor 
(1738448) 8/00 Fam#o» (1712401) 836 
emm Con Special 87*7430) 1000 
(Tinpgf Corenaun Street: The Beginning 
(4558420) IQlSOQbsSC Coronation SbMC 
The Beslmnfl (1741013) 11 M Oaaic 
Coronation Street The BeginwiB 

(9835807) mBOftsseCornraJionSirect 

Corona Don Ssest «to Begmng 

(17322®) laaopm 

Street: Tha Beginning {9758S35)1JP 
rw Common Street The Begbning 
(G906212) 1 JO CbsX Coronation SrroeS: 

SteBtewsI0W7BOT 
Cororteion Strea: Tha BeEpamg 

0131130) 230 data: Coronaten Sira* 

LSrTJTS.“JS! 

(53304301 *30 CSasxCaatsm^BK 

O15S710J SJO aaaalc Caonetlon Steret- 
Tt» Bogwwe (2333284) W Qnt 
Coronation S&eet (2366197) 6J0 Farrias 
(2347449) 7JO The .Doctaa Senes, h 
Ctane 2 (314224Q 730 TroilXa in 6*na 
gMCTtl) 8J» nna tor Muster (8D48797) 
uiiQufc CororuDHi Sreet (9348371) 
930 Christmas on Sreet (9738772) 



Arrij- C 'C&i- ■: '.4>trwou!i Unwat- 
730 A-Tjr Z Cijjlr r t4yrs«r 
C~‘. ‘J-. 8-30 Urierc*3JVrO 

Snx-’-r.-e^ 2 •3il22*6p 9.00 Ur«»- 
pli-ie= Ktr. -iar.r '8507S55.t 1000 
“ie SfinrtOa Tr.angte 
11X0 *a,:C=S <6617807, 12.00 
3« ;• 527532081 l.OOrai HVgt, Fi«o 
■SsWj? 1 JO-ZOO Saecar races 
rre-y .egcr. '230391S) 

UK GOLD 


l2£j;2l 4-00 Ciblomid Dreaw (6 4*h 4 30- 
SOD Ewm) VaUcv High f7i33l 


NICKELODEON 


Mary McCormack in Murder One (Sky 1,10.00pm} 


lOkKLIMQ The Smero (6061642) 

From HJOfBoiOOwo Men and Motors 

GRANADA GOOD LIFE 


Pram &DQu>4J0 TV Hlflh Start, 
tncteoas consonar news and taatores gnts 
Your Scots pr assned by RusseH Giant 
Rum &0D-12JO Pood aid Wfcre. to 
ctodes redoes and Uteos tram De« Snan 
Rom TZ-OCKLOOpm Hnlfh and Baauty. 
tcWw Diet and Fftieoa wfl* Rosemary 
Conley 

Fran 3J0-6J0 Horn and Canton, 
hdudes The Good Ufe »yte Qude 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 


143695075) 1CLS5 New Buiz Bytes 
$3a726S) 11,00 Ft oa, 12th I937517R 
1200 The toaed*te HuSc fOttllKTl 
IJXtom The TwSghl Zone I61SB66B) 130 
Tates ol me UneaopcCBd |9713KE| 2J» 
New ABreC Hiicnetxit |3029918l 130 Pod 
Serlftiq s togni Gatery 13031753) 100-400 
Fitoaylhfl 13W (7534885) 


7.00am r *-.'Z W QM |7l34152'i 73S 
Otiwsflcs ’5~fc?42’i BOO 'leigttojia 
72'7S<8i &25 EiffSrairt i572?J7a, 900 

S? pr 313S371. 9i30 Tns, Sun.^i-is 
jeei- 10 . 0 S T*« K«n-P#®r s Guda to 
r= >3-5’4333: 10SO Ct wno 
'eC47=333> 1250pm Tne 
3^,'C a 712 G-jJ 2 2 6 555l 1 JO CU-a's 
3e.?- .£=:£'=7> 230 Tnc rtacr,.reefs 
'ii- 22 's Tie ~ -6^7£739r 3.101> Who 

rri tne Skk • ‘V- f . 11 ~2\ S.00 T fie H4dv 
h:-H s 3^-e ’2IV odiaTv 0278352) 5.40 
Df AVi V^-e T - ar 20 Y^iig r. 7* Tards 
&25 7« rincn-H^r s Guo? » 
ne G i&f; -7£5-£2^i 7.06 Di VtlhO' More 
Than 30 'tea’s n toe Taras 164347569)8.10 
7-k hMr.-K^s Guiae in me GaUry 
Nrijssr- 8J5 RLM: UUlMintom 
(SfJ33?75. 1030 Dr Who and the Dap- 
.7?22S373; I.OOmn the TwiSgm 
Zzne -hi Senoc’s Lea Oasdct 
i£l3l?37. 230 S^vsppng 3t N^nr 
-.iitcneeS' 


6.00am Teenage- l^jioni Hao Turtles 
(64333i 630 Bkei Ww Horn Man iE508ti 

7.00 CaClar. Simcin t*«3 rtvc- 6pjc6 
rsyr.v&f* Ifeoaii 7 JO Tans. I rear, aw 
CryptbwpiH IM386I 830 Ma- 

i99C‘4fc) 830 Hev- Arnold '98517) 9.00 
P^rais (73301 i 1030 Aasrr.' Beal r.!of<- 
nvz (503331 1030 Bert os M-xtem uie 
(94981; 1130 a unci'*- K-fl n«»2j 1130 
the Fien arid Simpy (17791 1 1200 
Sjsici Sisioi OSC57) 130pm MtsesJu 
197350130 Tht 5iae-i %VoHd ct A)e« 
■itfiSSi 200 Ctoiua E*piur.s li AJi '4975) 
230 LouQ ise£3| 330 AaaW.' Rea' 
Mansras. i*5710i 330 54icfcn - AiouiXl 
;44t8) 430 B/ir.0 rnc- K0 t2975i 430 
Bubals (9150) 530 SOd S'C# (I'M) 
6.00 Moc-sha (235Sr| 630-730 Ai€ t'3u 
Alrad ot :i-i? Dari 7 (*604) 


(6SC53S1 330 Life a Three (1553*474) 
4.10 The Jerry Scringe* Snow (4916081 1 
S.OS Lingo (76952307) S30 Lud-y Laddeis 
KKEte) 630 I Dream ot Jeanne 
(6026159] 635 Ready. Steady. Cool. 
16635555) 7.05 &nooVs«* |S1915E5| 735 

Who’s y Hot.* ( 222 SC£ 1 ) 8.05 Ftotanda 

[5355401] 930 FILM: Tonya and Nancy: 
Tha (rafale Story <92665 J7r 11.00-1200 
The So Fiir»s II raoi^dfi) 


FAMILY CHANNEL 


530pm Bbciibusleis 13401] 5.30 TiGdsure 
Hum (449131630 Caidtpttax (9176) 7.00 
Tha Pyramid Game (3365) 730 Hal to H*1 
<833751 830 Or.iy Wneh I t1420) 

9.00 Farhet Dowing I13082| 1030 Slay 
Lucky I7I4&1) 11.00 Rong Damp (53S171 
1130 FM (1006211200Lou GiahT f6C20fi| 
1,00am F 2 tntJ Dciwtmg (65463) 200 Hart 
10 Han I6£l73| 3.00 Lou Gran! 1 18537) 430 
All Together ftow (366S5j 430-530 Tn& 
Bbd attior. (587341 


PARAMOUNT 


MTV 


TCC 


73opm Drtfren) Strokes rewi) 730 
Benson i3848> 830 Due Souffi I4J604) 
930 Aim oji Pcrt«a (3E826) 930 Tow 
(3O0&1: 10.00 Enrenarmerr ut-. (93062) 
1030 Gits on Tap [44410) 1130 Paa- 
n&mi Piesems (3137111130 MiqfusranC 
(3Ci78j 1230am Sfcdge Hawr«' |<Cfc3't 
130 Due South (47289; ZODEmnanrern 
LiK (67531) 230 Paremowii Pr«enis 
|8E«6) 330 Gab on Tdp [16821! 330- 
430 AWOSI Petfeta (7)9 18) 


The 24 hour music cha n n el, includes 
rear., tevwws. toe conceit loouge. rtei* 
•Mf.'n and me taiesl musa; vidw chans 

VH-1 


The video hits channel. Classic rocK and 
pop videos and me bea flew sounds 

ZEE TV 


TLC/DISCOVERY 


4.00pm Biora^tv Awb Gsruricr (6161 D62| 
S30 Modem ManelS {1743807) 830 Ow 
Catury; 1968-19B0. Peace and lbsb 
(1708555) 730-830 Biography- The Erier- 
lonere — Uehay Rooney S24J505I 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 


FBms. toatufBt and dtesslc series every day 
tram 8po-4am Monday to Wtednesday and 
leaMamTKRdajr to Sunday on Batelite. 
and from 8«m-4ww every day on esfcte 
330pm Stowi SpfetoftB's Among Sto¬ 
ries (17S32S4) 830 The titfBgW Zona 
(1732791) 930 FILM; America 3000 


930am Net* Yankee WortjJttp (3134913] 
030 New Yankee Workshop (186S361) 
1030 New Yarrtee '.Vortotiop (9927701) 
1030 New Yankee Workshop [313015T) 
1130 Re* Hum'S Fcntng toques 
(42811TS) 1130 Rex Hint s fishng Amen- 
tures (4282607] 1200 Rex Hum's Felmg 
AefnrcurBs /31?1449) 1238pm Home 
Agwn (3760997] 130 Home Again 
(86&013G) 130 Home Again (4110438) 
230 Homo A&iyi (3414975) 230 3c 
Fstang f86?«S8l 800 Go FsOng 
|£W2871 £M 230-430 Go Fsftng (M76623) 
DtSCOVCRY takes orar at 430pm, 
430pm Ra Hurt s Fistang Atfvertures 
14868235 430 ftoadstvn (4826884) 530 
Tme TrawBers (843&&S, 630 Terra X- 
Wystoy of the Anssazl i«5ans (8825064) 
830 WVd Times: Sauemah Watcn 
(8815046] 730 Ned Step (8418791) 730 


800am 6ssn S Crossing CSc96?84) 830 
MridWto Ci’Semw (3957772) BAS 
PlSa- 45 ‘4580621 7.1B Saws oy me Beil 
1455975] 7AS Dieems i4W2«l 

816 Vtetey High *33826) 845 An 
/Was- {tcaUM, 930 Try TCC (5832343.1 
820 3»rtn 1S2M71 840 Johnson and 
Fpw-os W1C826I 930 Toastf (9008710) 
1800 3»r and ftes* c» CoeMearefl Bay 
(4503265) 10.1S Kmg ftolto (1158791) 
1020 finteti Lie Fisg [1 155604 ) 1035 
Charepftef Citcooie (4582772) 10^40 
Owl* CnaB' (376815011130 DhoteSles 
i6l 5Ki 1130 Jm Henson’s Artmai Sho* 
lS265> 1230 B»nei- (36791) 1230pm 
Where s 125556) 1,00 Casper and 

Fnerefc ;6CS55i 130 Tiiy ana Ciew 
(3470337?) 135 Teddy TiuCks 157496178) 
1.55 Johnson 2 nd Friends {755331S7J 215 
BabalOOS (633W333) 230 Burtp 

(62355826) 2-30 Chnstophei Oocatfi e 
(3136772) 240 Mr Bervi (7000488) 330 
Pugwsfl (1284) 830 SokC by the BeS 


BRAVO 


1200 The Time Time) |E71564R) ijjopm 
Remnoion Sleek; (B51504B) 230 Space- 
1999 ffi5B33S?i 430 FILM: Tran Wort 
(8434352) 630 tinto*it*cJs 187104921 
7.00 The Lhaipons (35951971 830 Aten 
Naikjr (te71E17) 930 Tho PenuddOS 
(£584061) 1030-1200 FILM; Barter! toe 
(4272470) 


UK LIVING 


7.00am Joagran 7JO Lite 5syte East 230 
Positive Hefflh Stxw 930 Bengal) Swbi 
E tor Juirce Mama 9-30 Abtaieln 1030 
Tara 1130 Women 's Magazine P 10 - 
grornmc, Manasi 11 JO Dance Mania 1230 
□anar 1230pm NuKWd 130 FILM: 
Angrarray 430 Pubfcc Demand 530 ZEE 
Zone 530 AH Lait j 6.00 CampiA 6.30 ZEE 
and You 730 Mmol fombnaion 7JO 
Banagi Apn Beal 00 Nan's ana Eurcrews 
230 Dastora 205-1230 FILM: Army 

CARTOON NETWORK/TNT 


630airi Kflroy 1K32S67) 650 Trivial Pursul 
[1616864?) 7.10 Tumafccut (4157994) 730 
The Young and the Restless (5875420) 830 
Rhodes Around Britain 1025340)) 930 
ChailM's Angsts (4301B807) 1035 Jerry 
Springer Uncxfl (31800B1) 1130 The Yourq 
aw toe RCsrtees (2550731) T1J5 
Sreokaoe (B8ia7BD7) 12.25pm Can ton 
Doctor I1993226S) 1250 Qrttoelte 

15459062) 1JQ The GOrttoh ED«a Shan 
(8638975) 2J0 The Agony Ej^onence 


CortUnuoua cartoon* horn Sam to 9pm, 
then TNT [Bma as baknr. 

9.00pm Kafly’s Heroes {1970} 
((£720284) 11 J07he Dirty Dozen (1967) 
(B571B44S) 230»-6.00 Where Esotra 
Dare (1069) {34127956) 

PERFORMANCE 


7.00pm Fbcke Lee Jones (9297642) 830 
Ana (328S343) 830 Baiba ot Sevia 
(15606894) 11.15 Aria #122408) 1200- 
1.003m Dave Hctand Cimea (1481821) 
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Bankers forecast housing market to strengthen further 


By Janet Bush 
ECONOMICS EDITOR 

THE housing market is set for a 
general and sustainable strengthen¬ 
ing this year, according to the 
British Bankers' Association, which 
yesterday unveiled its latest mort¬ 
gage lending figures. 

The major British banking 
groups made gross loans of £2.672 
billion in November, virtually the 
same as October's total of £2.667 
billion. Seasonally adjusted figures 
for net lending showed a rise in 
mortgage lending of £610 million in 


November, a touch down on the £623 
million increase in October. 

New approvals were dawn 6 per 
cent from October's level, with a total 
value of E2.358 billion approved in 
November against £1503 billion 
previously. However, the BBA noted 
that these figures still compared 
favourably with last year's 10 per 
cent fall m the value of approvals 
between October and November. 

Tim Sweeney, Director-General of 
The BBA, said: “The steady recovery 
seen over recent months in the major 
banks' mortgage business continued 
in November, and the indications for 


future growth are promising." He 
noted that approvals had held up 
well in November after October’s 
strong figures and that, together 
with the fact that building society 
mortgage lending figures are higher 
than a year ago, the evidence is of a 
genera] and sustainable strengthen¬ 
ing in the market. 

The BBA*s figures suggest that 
the quarter-point rise in base lend¬ 
ing rales at the end of October has 
not denied activity in the housing 
market. Although most building 
societies did not move their rates 
until December, once they had seen 


the contents of the Budget, some 
psychological impact might have 
been expected from the first base 
rate rise for 21 months. 

Lenders are now looking towards 
the next monetary meeting between 
Kenneth Clarice, the Chancellor, 
and Eddie George, Governor of the 
Bank of England, on January 15. 
Although Mr Clarke has said he 
sees no dangerous inflationary pres¬ 
sures emerging. Mr George be¬ 
lieves rates will have to rise sooner 
or later. 

Most forecasters expect another 
quarter-poim rise in rates early in 


the new year. Some argue that, 
faced with pressure from the Bank, 
Mr Clarke may opt to move in 
January, as far away from the 
election as possible. Others suggest 
that the Chancellor may want to 
wait until February's monetary 
meeting, when he will have seen the 
fourth-quarter growth figures, pub¬ 
lished on January 27. 

The BBA’s positive assessment of 
prospects for the housing sector 
echos the optimism expressed by a 
dutch of leading lenders. The 
Halifax building society, Britain's 
biggest mortgage lender, said yes¬ 


terday that the housing market 
recovery was now well established 
and forecast a “sustainable and 
healthy recovery” in 1997. It is 
expecting house prices to rise by 
between 6 per cent and 8 per cent 
this year. The Halifax said drat 
there was a danger of a 1980s style 
boom and bust, wit emphasised that 
this was still unlikely. 

The Nationwide and Abbey Nat¬ 
ional both believe that bouse prices 
wQl rise by an average of 7 per cent 
this year, while Barclays Mortgages 
said that homeowners are becoming 
more optimistic about the market 


Astec’s 
chairman 
sells £2.4m 
of shares 

By Sarah Cunningham 

BRIAN CHRISTOPHER, 
the non-executive chair¬ 
man of Astec (BS R), the 
electronics components 
group that he helped to 
found 25 years ago. has 
sold £2.46 million worth 
of shares in the company, 
it was revealed 
yesterday. 

A spokesman for the 
company said that Mr 
Christopher, who is 63 
and has two children, 
sold 1.6 million shares on 
Monday out of the fam¬ 
ily trust. The sale was for 
persona) reasons, the 
spokesman added. 

Mr Chrisopher sold 
the shares at 154p each 
and has retained 3.1 mil¬ 
lion shares in the com¬ 
pany. equal to a 05 per 
cent stake. 

Mr Christopher found¬ 
ed Astec in Hong Kong 
in 1971 with Neal Stew- 
ait. In the late Seventies 
Astec was backed into 
BSR. the struggling 
Birmingham-based com¬ 
pany formerly known as 
Birmingham Sound Re¬ 
producers. The group 
has been based in Hong 
Kong since 1983 but its 
shares are still listed in 
London. Mr Christopher 
became the chief execu¬ 
tive of the group in 1982 
and chairman in 1988. 

Shares in Astec (BSR) 
fell Ip to \S7hp yester¬ 
day. The rest of Mr 
Christopher's stake is 
therefore worth nearly £5 
million. 


Engineers see 
400,000 
job losses 


By Philip Bassett, industrial editor 


BRITAIN’S engineering in¬ 
dustry is likely to lose up to 
400,000 jobs through tech¬ 
nological and product 
change, industry leaders are 
to announce. 

The industry's forecast of 
jobs to shed over the next 
decade is in addition to any 
jobs which may be lost for 
economic reasons over the 
business cycle. 

Leaders of the Engineering 
Employers' Federation (EEF) 
will announce the forecast job 
losses later this month, when 
they reveal the results of a 
long-term strategic review of 
the future of the engineering 
industry in Britain. 

Based on an extensive sur¬ 
vey of engineering company 
chief executives, training and 
development professionals, 
academics and other opinion 
formers, the EEFS forecast 
will steer dear of business 
changes, induding job fosses 
or gains, resulting from the 
economic eyrie. It will instead 
focus on the shape of the 
engineering industry until the 
year 2010. 

In overall terms, the review 
will suggest that the prospects 
for engineering in Britain look 
reasonably optimistic. The re¬ 
view will also suggest that 
Britain is likely to focus in¬ 
creasingly Dn the higher-lvalue 
computer-based control and 
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paw (boxer) 14- 


DOWN 

3 Fall; dry (chrthes) in mach¬ 
ine (6) 

4 Wicked action (8) 

5 Jettisons: the miserable 
down in them (5) 

6 Make embarrassing error 
(4.1.7) 

7 Tudor style (house) (4-8) 

8 Portable computer (6) 

13 Annihilated (53) 

16 The East (6) 

17 Its behaviour“a riddle _ a 
mystery..- an enigma” 
[Churchill) (6) 

19 S India. Sri Lanka people, 
language (5) 

21 Thin fog (4) 


ACROSS 
I 

meniki 
6) 

9 Mercury alloy (7) 

10 Brainless, violent hero ISOs 
filmUS) 

11 Destiny (4) 

12 In which Danube. Dnieper 
drain (53) 

14 Reduce in effectiveness (6) 

15 Walk gently (6) 

18 To flatter (63) 

20 Brick-firing oven J4) 

22 Doomed, romantic hero 
(SJiafc.) (5) 

23 Systematic study of phe¬ 
nomena (7) 

24 (Artistic) dabbler (10) 

SOLUTION TO NO 978 

ACROSS: I Home help S Etch 9 Good Samaritan 10 Shoe 

11 New Year 13 Infant 15 Sensor 18 Tsunami 20 Bach 
23 Reprehensible 24 Also 25 Holy Week 

DOWN: I Huge 2 Mooch 3 Has-been 4 Le Mans 6 
Tatters 

7 Honorary 8 Crow 12 Victoria 14 Faux pas 16 Embassy 

f7Ciccro 19 Apex 21 Cable 22 Deck 

SOLUTION TO TIMES TWO CROSSWORD 974 

In association with BRITISH MIDLAND 

ACROSS: I Ill-treat 5Seek 8field 9 Athlete II Box 

12 Octennial 13 Devote 15 Dulcet 18 Pendulous 19 Cox 
20 Legible 21 Idler 22 Nerd 23Tenlade 

DOWN: {Imbibed 2 Latex 3 Rule of thumb 4 Awaits 6 
Elegiac 

7 Knell 10 Honours list 14 Vinegar 16 Tax-free 17Popeye 
IS Pylon 19 Colic 

Due to tbe Christmas post the winners of (be Times Tew 
Crossword 974 will be published next Wednesday. 

All flights subject to availability. 


systems products rather than 
traditional metal-bashing. 

The strategic review will 
suggest that such technological 
and product market changes 
will have a significant impact 
on the engineering workforce 
in the UK EEF leaders will 
forecast a decline in the 
workforce in Britain from its 
current level of about 1.6 mil¬ 
lion people to between 12 and 
1.4 million — a cut of up to 
400.000jobs by the year 2010. 

Most of the job cuts will be 
driven by the changing and 
higher skill mix the industry is 
expected to require. The indus¬ 
try's review will say that the 
profile of the remaining engi¬ 
neering workforce will change 
“significantly", with a sharp 
reduction in the number of 
unskilled and semi-skilled 
jobs. 

Instead, there will be a 
much higher proportion of 
professional engineers, tech¬ 
nologists and technicians as 
the technological and skill 
requirement of the industry 
increases. 

Although the industry will 
recognise that such changes 
will have considerable implica¬ 
tions for its current workforce 
the EEFs study will forecast 
that 50 per cent of Che people 
who will join the industry in 
the future will have had some 
form of higher education. 

The review will also con¬ 
clude that the industry's 
workforce will be increasingly 
flexible, with a higher propor¬ 


tion of women employed at all 
levels, especially in graduate 
and technical positions. 

EEF leaders, who are argu¬ 
ing that the industry will 
increasingly move from cur¬ 
rent “lean" production tech¬ 
niques to what the review will 
describe as “agile" manufac¬ 
turing — a flexible and 
reconfigureble approach to 
business which will involve 
smaller manufacturing units 
coming together on an ad hoc 
basis — are suggesting that 
the changes they are forecast¬ 
ing will carry further implica¬ 
tions for employee relations in 
engineering. 

National collective bargain¬ 
ing was ended in Britain's 
engineering industry in 1989, 
and the EEF will suggest that 
the changes it envisages in its 
strategic review will present a 
“real challenge" to trade 
unions organising in the tradi¬ 
tionally highly unionised 
sector. 

The highly skilled and 
highly paid people the indus¬ 
try will need, together with 
more flexible manufacturing 
systems, are likely to reduce 
the need for union representa¬ 
tion and highly structured 
trade union agreements, the 
EEF argues. 

One EEF leader says: “I see 
these changes as totally 
changing the traditional trade 
union-employer relationships, 
and a further decline of union 
membership in the manufac¬ 
turing sector." 



Freeze 
lifts oil 
price and 
worries 
insurers 


By Marianne CtnreuEv 
and Carl Morttshed 

-THE cold snap in Europe 
pushed oil prices higher yes¬ 
terday, and prompted warn¬ 
ings from insurers that the 
freeze over Britain may soon 
lead to increases in household 
and motor ■ nreririuras.. 

In the oil market, the price 
of the ftbruary Bra it Oxide 
contract rose to $2180 per 
barrel in London, and heating 
cal dosed at $223.80per tonne, 
up a further 75 cents- after 
Mondays $6 surge in prioe. 
However, gas prices in Britain 
remain subdued. 

Very cold weather at Christ¬ 
mas 1995 cost Britain V insur¬ 
ance companies £400 million, 
witii Scotland and northern 
England the worst-affected ar¬ 
eas. The Association of British 
Insurers (ABI) yesterday gave 
wanting that if record low 
-temperatures affect the whole 
erf foe country this year, daims 
could run into billions of 
pounds. 

Insurers have laid an hun¬ 
dreds of extra staff to cope 
with an expected influx of calls 
from homeowners suffering, 
from damage, caused by burst 
pipes when the thaw eventual¬ 
ly begins. 

Although tile ABI has spent 
more than £135,000 this win¬ 
ter trying to inform house: 
holders how fo avoid damage, 
its members are brating them- 
sedves for a rise in daims aver 
foe next few weeks. 

Lastyear, most of the dam¬ 
age occurred during the holi¬ 
day period, .when * tem¬ 
peratures were at their lowest 
and many business premises 
were empty, unhealed and 
unchecked for a fortnight. 
Insurers paid out more than 
ElOO million for cold-weather 
damage to. commercial 
premises. 

A spokesman for Royal & 
Sun. Alliance said: “If insurers 
experience another winter of 
large daims, they win have to 
reconsider their current rales." 

Barton prices for gas report¬ 
ed biy PH Energy Analysis 
range between I4p-16p per 
therm, well below the 2Sp per 
therm seen in a sudden spike 
in price in November. 

Transco^whidminsthegas 
flexibility market, said that 
demand was subdued, proba¬ 
bly due to the long closure of 
businesses over Christmas 
and foe new year holiday. 


Shares dose year 
with a record 

By Michael Clark and Janet Bush 


SHARE prices in London saw 
out foe shortened trading ses¬ 
sion on the last day of the year 
on a high note. But it was not 
the fast and furious end to the 
year that many investors had 
hoped for. 

After hitting a new intra day 
high of 4,123.2. the FT-SE 100 
index of leading shares ended 
just 2ft up ai a new closing 
high of 4.1185. That is a rise on 
the year for the index of 11.7 
percent. 

But the year-on-year perfor¬ 
mance of the FT-SE falls far 
short of the 20.3 per cent rise it 
achieved in 1995. 

Inevitably, with the stock 
market dosing at 1230pm 
turnover was affected. It 
slumped to its lowest level of 
the year with just 203 million 
shares changing hands. 

The pound appropriately 
ended a year of spectacular 


gains on a rising note, gaining 
not only against a weakening 
mark but also against a resur¬ 
gent dollar. 

Sterling's effective Index 
against a basket of currencies 
ended at 96.1 yesterday, a 
substantial rise even on Mon¬ 
day's dose of 95.6. At the end 
of 1996, it stood 15.6 per cent 
higher than at the end of 1995. 

The pound’s gains have 
been most spectacular against 
a sagging yen, rising 24 per 
cent Sterling rose 16.9 per cent 
against the French franc and 
18,7 per cent against the mark. 
It appreciated 103 per cent 
against the dollar, which itself 
was doing well in comparison, 
with other world currencies. 
□ Because of problems at 
our supplier, a small propor¬ 
tion of the unit trust prices on 
page 34 has not been updated 
from Monday. 


Businessman sues 
the SFO for libel 


By Jon Ashworth 


AN Isle of Man businessman 
is suing the Serious Fraud 
Office (SFO) for defamation, 
in a case finked to the prosecu¬ 
tion of Charles Deacon, the 
Staffordshire solicitor jailed 
last January over an interna¬ 
tional “advance fee" fraud. 

Thomas Taylor, of Santon 
in foe Isle of Man, is suing the 
SFO and a Staffordshire po¬ 
liceman acting for it over an 
interview conducted in March 
1995. 

Mr Taylor alleges slander 
in remarks made during the 
interview, which was conduct¬ 
ed at the offices of Burton 
Copeland, the solicitor. He 
further alleges that a tran¬ 
script of foe interview is 
libellous, Mr Taylor is suing 
for unspecified damages. 

Details are outlined in a 
writ issued at the High Court 
in London. Mr Taylor could 


not be contacted yesterday, 
and his lawyer was unable to 
comment 

The SFO said it had re¬ 
ceived the writ and would be 
contesting the allegations. 

The case is thought to be 
linked to ongoing investiga¬ 
tions' surrounding the Deacon 
case. 

Deacon and his accomplice, 
James Fuller, were jailed for a 
total of 16 years at Middlesex 
Grown Court in January, after 
they were convicted of swin¬ 
dling companies and individ¬ 
uals out of a total of £1135 
million. 

Victims included Belling, 
the former cooker manufac¬ 
turer, which paid £25 million 
from pension fund assets 
against a $50 million loan 
which never materialised. 
Belling went into liquidation 
soon afterwards. 


GWR stays tuned to takeover 



By Sarah Cunningham 


Henry Meakin expects to enhance earnings 


GWR, the acquisitive regional radio 
group which on Monday completed 
the purchase of Classic FM, kept up 
foe pace yesterday by buying Radio 
Wyvem for £3.9 milhon. 

Henry Meakin, chairman of GWR 
said; "The acquisition will increase 
foe enlarged group's attractiveness 
and potential to advertisers and 
sponsors." He said the deal should be 
earnings enhancing in the year 
ending March 3L 1998. 

The cash bid values each Radio 
Wyyeru share at £755, and offers a 
notional interest payment of 24p. 
There is a share alternative of 4J01 
new GWR shares for cadi Radio 
Wyvem share. GWR said 57 per cent 
of Radio Wyvem shareholders, in¬ 


duding the station’s directors, have 
already committed themselves to 
accepting foe offer. 

GWR already oper a t e s 32 local 
licences in the UK and has 3.9 mfllioa 
listeners in the Sooth, Midlands and 

East of England, As part of the 

_1 ----- .- 


acquisition. GWR has agreed to 
sell some of its shares in Leicester 
Sound and LNR, and some AM 
licences. 

Radio Wyvem, which serves Here¬ 
ford and Worcester, has one FM and 
one AM licence. GWR may dispose 
of foe Wyvem Radio FM licence, or 
of its Severn Sound EM licence, if. 
regulators decide It is too dominant 
iit the area. 
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The Open 
University 



The fast track 




Now you can achieve a Professional toManagcownt in 

one year, with the Open University Business School. 

The certificate ewers managing people, operations, Monmtion, 
resources and finance. 

As world leaders In supported ffistance learning, ia* oRar 
ovmything you need to main learning affective and enjoyable. 

You work in your own time, at your own pace: But your personal 
tutor is only a phone call away, and you can meet feilot*-students 
through study groups and.resadentiai schools. ’ 

All OUBS courses are backed by over 25 years' experience Tri 
«fiatanea learning. Qw methods and materials were-{form foe 
highest rating of 'afoeflenf by foe Higher Education Funding 
Council England. . 

For details of our corases return foe coupon. Or rarff-foe 
24-hour OUB&Hatfbm. 


Business is changing. Are you? 
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